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Arare glimpse into the complex

religious/political issues facing

Israel today was just one of the

many unusual features afforded to par-

ticipants in the Orthodox Union’s

Centennial Convention in Jerusalem,

held January 25 to February 1.  As the

Convention coincided with the Ne’e-

man Committee deliberations as well

as significant diplomatic events, dele-

gates were privy to briefings from key

figures in Israeli public life.  Enlighten-

ing shiurim and rabbinic speakers placed

current events in perspective, provid-

ing participants with uplifting insights

they will long remember.
June 8, 1998, marks 100 years since the founding of the Union of Orthodox

Jewish Congregations of America. On June 7, the Orthodox Union will cel-

ebrate its 100th anniversary with the National Centennial Medallion Awards

Dinner at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City.

The Honorable Al Gore, Jr., Vice President of the United States, will deliv-

er the keynote address on this auspicious occasion and will be presented with

the National Humanitarian Centennial Award.

In recognition of the achievements of outstanding leaders of today’s Ortho-

dox community, National Centennial Medallion Awards will be

given to Seymour Abrams, Hart and Simona Hasten, 

Sol and Ruth Teichman, Morry and Judith Weiss, and

Herbert Berman, z”l. 

As a glowing tribute to the legacy of the Union’s

founders, the Centennial celebration will treat 

its 1,000 participants to special commemorative 

features.

Please contact Steve Karp for information and

reservations at 212-613-8134 or e-mail skarp@ou.org.

Vice President
Al Gore to
Keynote 100th
Anniversary
Dinner
ORTHODOX LEADERS

TO RECEIVE NATIONAL CENTENNIAL

MEDALLIONS

Israel Centennial
Convention Hosts
Dignitaries

Benjamin Netanyahu
addresses the convention at
its closing plenary session.
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NCSY recently announced sev-

eral unique additions to its

lineup of highly successful

summer programs.  Six new offerings

will accommodate teens of more

diverse educational backgrounds, geo-

graphic locations, and age groups than

ever before.

The first of the new programs is

The Jerusalem Journey (TJJ), a new

co-ed tour of Israel specifically

designed for inquisitive high school

students who have minimal exposure to

their cultural and religious heritage.

The four-week excursion provides an

extensive overview of the land, history,

and people of Israel.

Two separate programs for boys

and girls will take place in beautiful

Toronto, Canada.  They are Camp
Sports Canada (for boys) and Cana-
da Experience (for girls).  Modeled

after the popular Camp Sports and

Summer Experience programs in the

Catskills, these camps will offer the

variety of sports, activities, trips and

learning that have

made their U.S.

counterparts so

successful.  

Two addition-

al Israel tours are

proof of NCSY’s

continuing dedi-

cation to serving

the broad spec-

trum of Jewish

youth. Gesher
Israel NCSY  for
Boys and Gesher
Israel NCSY for
Girls are the first-

ever Junior NCSY Summer Programs.

These fun-filled and educational pro-

grams are specifically designed for

junior high school students.  NCSY

intends to follow up in the future with

additional summer programs for this

age group.

Finally, there is an Israel tour geared

to two groups.  Yad B’Yad is a com-

bined venture of NCSY and Yachad,

NCSY’s program for the developmen-

tally disabled.  In addition to being a

thrilling summer for Yachad members,

this program will also serve as a learn-

ing and teaching opportunity for

NCSYers interested in working with

these special individuals.  NCSY lead-

ers will participate in workshops and

training sessions related to working

with the developmentally disabled, fol-

lowed by a wrap-up meeting and relax-

ation time in England.

“All of last year’s summer programs

sold out and had long waiting lists,”

said NCSY National Executive Direc-

tor Paul Glasser.  “It’s heartbreaking to

have to turn kids away from these

opportunities due to lack of space.  This

year we hope to accommodate an

unprecedented number of teens.”

For more information on NCSY

Summer Programs, call (888) TOUR-

4-YOU (868-7496) or (212) 613-8324.
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New Summer
Programs
Added to
NCSY Lineup

Last year, 
NCSY sponsored 

six successful 
summer programs:

• Camp NCSY Sports for boys in
Pikesville, Maryland

• Summer Experience for Girls in
New York’s Catskill Mountains

• NCSY Summer Kollel for boys 
• Michlelet NCSY for Girls in Israel
• Israel Summer Experience 

(formerly Israel Summer 
Seminar)

• Jewish Overseas Leadership
Training program (JOLT II)

Rabbis Lanner and Lerner

Team Up for S. African youth

Rabbi Baruch Lanner of NCSY  vis-
ited Cape Town, South Africa,
recently to discuss a joint educa-

tional initiative of NCSY and Herzeliah
School, which serves 2,500 Jewish chil-
dren of the South African community.
Facilitated by Rabbi Dr. Ivan Lerner, for-
mer regional director of the NCSY Cen-
tral East region and presently headmas-
ter of Herzeliah, NCSY educational
materials will be distributed to youth in
South Africa as well as to South African
nationals studying  in Israel. 
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HART AND SIMONA
HASTEN

As president of Har-
court Management Co.
and chairman of the
board of Hasten Banc-
shares, Hart is an influen-
tial leader in the banking
and real estate industries.
A Holocaust survivor,
Hart is deeply committed
to the Jewish ideals of
tzedakah and gemilut
chasadim and is a mem-
ber of the OU’s Board of
Governors, as well as
numerous other organi-
zations’ boards, and
serves as president of the
US Friends of the Men-
achem Begin Heritage
Foundation. Along with
his wife Simona, Hart
founded the Hebrew
Academy of Indianapolis.
Simona is the founder of
the Academy’s Women’s
Auxiliary and has been
involved in numerous
community activities. 

Hart has earned
numerous awards includ-
ing the Prime Minister’s
Medal for the Support of
the State of Israel; the
Jabotinsky Medal by
Prime Minister Men-
achem Begin and the
“Spirit of Life” Award
from the City of Hope. 

MORRY AND JUDITH
WEISS

As the CEO and
chairman of American
Greetings, Morry has
consistently used his
prestige and influence
for altruistic ends. Morry
is vice chairman of the
Board of Directors of
the Orthodox Union and
also serves on the
boards of several other
organizations and institu-
tions, including Bar-Ilan
University, Hebrew
Academy of Cleveland,
and the Holocaust
Memorial Museum.  He
and his wife, Judy, are
widely recognized for
their active involvement
in Jewish causes on the
local, national and inter-
national levels. Judy, a
CPA, is a past-president
of the Cleveland chapter
of AMIT Women; a
board member of Amer-
ican Joint Distribution
Committee and the
Cleveland College of
Jewish Studies. She has
been active in State of
Israel Bonds for several
years.

SOL AND RUTH
TEICHMAN

Sol, who arrived in
the United States as a
refugee in 1947, is the
founder of Teichman
Enterprises, a leading
metal fabricator and
manufacturer of metal
store fixtures. 

Sol is the vice presi-
dent of the OU West
Coast Region, and serves
as a board member of
several other organiza-
tions including Religious
Zionists of America,
State of Israel Bonds and
Chabad. He served as
chairman of the Board of
Directors of Emek
Hebrew Academy of
North Hollywood for
over two decades and is
a board member of the
Bureau of Jewish Educa-
tion of Greater Los
Angeles. He is known for
his dedicated efforts to
build mikvaot and pro-
mote family purity in
America and abroad. His
wife, Ruth, has been
active at the Emek
Hebrew Academy and is
on the boards of the
Jerusalem Great Syna-
gogue and Bnei Akiva of
Los Angeles. 

SEYMOUR ABRAMS
A dynamic and 

creative businessman, 
Seymour is president of
Brickyard Bank of 
Lincolnwood, Illinois. He
is the driving force
behind the Seymour
Abrams Hebrew
Parochial School as well
as the Educational Out-
reach program associat-
ed with Talmud Torahs
of Chicago. He is vice
president of Northwest
Home for the Aged and
serves on numerous
national and internation-
al boards and commit-
tees, including those of
Hebrew Theological
College, the Simon
Wiesenthal Center,
Yeshiva University of Los
Angeles, and the Jewish
National Fund. Over the
years, he has held
numerous key positions
including that of chair-
man of the board of the
Jewish University of
America and president
of the Jewish National
Fund of Illinois. 

HERBERT BERMAN z”l

Herbert Berman
was a senior counsel at
Tenzer, Greenblatt, Fal-
lon & Kaplan. A man of
remarkable energy and
vision, he served as an
officer and board mem-
ber of the Orthodox
Union for more than four
decades, providing unwa-
vering support, guidance
and direction. Herbert
served as an officer of
the Synagogue Council of
America; chairman of the
National Higher Educa-
tion Committee of the
Anti-Defamation League;
board member of RIETS,
the Conference on Jew-
ish Material Claims
Against Germany and the
Memorial Foundation for
Jewish Culture; treasurer
of the American-Israel
Friendship League and
vice chairman of the
American Section of the
World Jewish Congress.
With an abiding joy in
Judasim and deep love of
the Jewish people, Her-
bert spent his life giving
of himself to further Jew-
ish life and Jewish causes
here and abroad. 

This posthumous
award is given with the
deep affection of the OU.
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Abiographical audio tape presen-

tation of the life of  Rabbi

Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l,

recorded by noted historian Rabbi

Aaron Rakeffet-Rothkoff, was made

available in time for the Rav’s 

yahrzeit, the eighteenth of Nisan. The

newest of the Orthodox Union’s

Torah Dimensions tape series, “The

Rav” includes inspiring stories previ-

ously known only to his intimates.

Rabbi Rakeffet-Rothkoff excerpts

details from his recently-published

book The World of the Rav (Ktav) in

which he explores this singular

leader’s halachic approaches, his

hashkafah, communal activities and

talmid-rebbe relationships.

Biography of  
Rav Soloveitchik 
on Tape

Twelve weeks of outstanding shi-

urim for women, divided into

four courses, were sponsored by

the OU Department of Synagogue

Services at the West Side Institutional

Synagogue in New York.  The classes,

which spanned a range from practical

applications of halachah in kashruth to

analysis of the sublime beauty of poet-

ry in prayer, ran from February

through early May.  Geared to be

meaningful to women of all ages and

levels of Jewish knowledge, the pro-

gram featured some of Orthodoxy’s

leading Torah scholars including Rab-

bis Hershel Schachter, Mordechai

Willig, Yonason Sacks, Michael Rosen-

zweig, Yosef Blau, Yaacov Neuberger,

David Pahmer, Etan Orlian and Zvi

Sobolofsky.

Torah Seminar 
for Women

The Orthodox Union is pleased

to convene the National Lead-

ership Conference of Commu-

nity Synagogues on Memorial Day

weekend, May 22-May 25, at the

Omni Waterside Hotel in Norfolk,

Virginia.  The conference, open to all

synagogue members, will address cur-

rent and future challenges facing our

kehillot.  Creative programming, net-

working, sharing and hands-on experi-

ences will be included in numerous

workshops and forums.  Shabbat will

be enhanced by inspiring Torah 

sessions and the ruach that naturally

springs from the convergence of  ded-

icated  shul leaders from all over the

country. 

“Imagining 
the Synagogue of 
Tomorrow”

N E W  R E L E A S E S  f r o m  t h e T O R A H  D I M E N S I O N S  A U D I O  L I B R A R Y

A BIOGRAPHICAL PRESENTATION OF

Rav Joseph B.
Soloveitchik k”mz

BY R A B B I A A R O N R A K E F F E T-R O T H KO F F

QTY. SELECTION PRICE TOTAL

____HaRav Joseph B. Soloveitchik k”mz ____
2 Tapes, Biography $16.00

____HaRav Hershel Schachter ____
8 Tapes, Yom Tov Themes $50.00

Total Enclosed ____

THE 

RAV
THE 

RAV
THE 

RAV
To order please fill out the order form below and mail to: 
OU Torah Tape Project, 333 Seventh Avenue, NY, NY 10001,
call 212-613-8300, fax 212-564-9058 or e-mail
oushuls@ou.org.

Name ....................................................................................

Address..................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Phone ....................................................................................

❑ Enclosed is a check payable (in U.S. funds) to the 
ORTHODOX UNION

Credit card:  ❑ Visa  ❑ MC  ❑ Amex  ❑ Discover
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Exp. ..............Signature ..........................................................

AN EXCLUSIVE SERIES OF 
EIGHT TORAH TAPES ON 

Yom Tov Themes
FEATURING

HaRav

HERSHEL
SHACHTER

HaRav

HERSHEL
SHACHTER

ROSH HASHANAH vbav atr
Spiritual Renewal vcua,
CHANUKAH vfubj
Holiday for Generations ,urusk dj
PURIM ohrup
Writing and Reading the Megillah vkhdn ,ch,fu
PESACH jxp
Laws of the Haggadah jxp ka vsdv
PESACH jxp
Laws of the Matzah vmn hbhs
SHAVUOT (2 Tapes) ,uguca
The Ten Commandments ,urcsv ,rag
TISHA B’AV ctc vga,
Mourning the Destruction kg vghreu ,ukhct
of the Temple asenv ,hc icruj

www.ou.org
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ABOVE LEFT: Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm is congratulated by OU President 
Dr.  Mandell I. Ganchrow on receiving the Orthodox Union Centennial 
Medallion as a tribute to his lifetime of leadership and love of Am Yisrael. Rabbi
Raphael B. Butler, OU Executive Vice President, looks on.

ABOVE RIGHT: Award recipients of the distinguished Centennial Medallion Award
with members of the Orthodox Union administration. Seated, left to right:  
Rabbi Steven M. Dworken, Executive Vice President of the RCA, Rabbis 
Pinchas Stolper, Raphael B. Butler, Norman Lamm;  Mandell I. Ganchrow,
M.D.; Rabbis Haskel Lookstein, Marc Angel. Standing, left to right:  Rabbis
Rafael Grossman, Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Shlomo Hochberg, Alvin Marcus,
Fabian Schonfeld, Edward Davis, Gershon Gewirtz, Shmuel Goldin, David
Stavsky; and Sheldon Fliegelman, OU Director of Development.

The Orthodox Union’s National Rabbinic Centennial

Medallion Awards Dinner was an evening of long-

overdue recognition of the critical role of rabbinic lead-

ers in the Orthodox community. Highlighted by the keynote

address of Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, the evening was punc-

tuated by memorable moments of warmth and inspiration.

Synagogue Rabbis Honored
by Orthodox Union

This unique conference provides an outstanding
opportunity to address and discuss current and

future challenges facing our synagogues. Creative pro-
gramming, networking, sharing and hands-on experi-
ences will be included in numerous workshops, forums
and seminars geared for professional, lay and rabbinic
leadership, and synagogue membership. Sessions and
workshops will be conducted by an outstanding facul-
ty of experts in the fields of synagogue organization
and administration, Jewish education, and communal

services. Upon conclusion of the conference, you will
be able to return to your community, strengthened
and invigorated by new ideas, capable of replicating
many effective, successful programs and proposals.

Our last conference, held two years ago in Indi-
anapolis, was extremely successful and well attended,
with participation from twenty states and four Cana-
dian provinces, representing forty communities.  

This year’s conference will be held at the Omni
Hotel in Norfolk, VA. The Omni is a deluxe seaside

resort with sumptuous cuisine prepared by Omni’s
master chef in their kosher kitchen. Rabbi Yosef Fried-
man and Congregation B’nai Israel will be our hosts,
and participants can expect to be treated to true
Southern hospitality. 

Our official airline reservation agent is FPT Travel
and there is now a savings of 10% on air travel with
21 or 7 days advance ticketing. Call 1-800-645-0001
indicating you are calling regarding flight reservations
for the OU Conference in Norfolk.

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
OF COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUES

“Imagining the Synagogue of Tomorrow”
The Orthodox Union is pleased to convene a 

National Leadership Conference of Community Synagogues  
Memorial Day Weekend, Friday, May 22 through Monday, May 25, 1998  

Omni Hotel, Norfolk, Virginia

If you would like to have additional information and registration forms, please contact your synagogue office or 
call Frank Buchweitz, Director of Special Projects for OU Synagogue Services, (212) 613-8188.
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Jewish Action, the magazine of the

Orthodox Union, has created a stir

in the Orthodox community due to

recently published articles that openly

present problems not often acknowl-

edged in print. Candid in their

approach, yet respectful of communal

sensitivities and dignity, the articles

deal with substance abuse (Winter ‘97-

’98) and domestic violence (Spring

‘98) in Orthodox families. Each of

these subjects was featured in a special

section exploring different aspects of

the problem and included a hotline

list. The articles gained a broader,

worldwide readership when posted in

the Jewish Action section of the OU

web site, http://www.ou.org. 

Following the publication of the

substance abuse articles, the Jewish

Action office received word from reha-

bilitation centers and therapists that

clients had come to them after some-

one in their family had read the maga-

zine. Teachers and rebbeim in yeshivot

gave out copies to their students to

stimulate discussion. Barry Wilansky,

executive director of Tempo (men-

tioned in one of the articles and

included on the hotline list) reported

calls for help from across the country,

including rabbis seeking advice on

combating the problem in their com-

munities. On at least one occasion, an

alert school rebbe had recognized the

symptoms of addiction listed in the

magazine and sent one of his students

— who was secretly addicted to

cocaine — for immediate help. Fortu-

nately, the teen listened to his teacher

and is now under care. Phone calls and

letters to the Jewish Action office con-

firmed that the section had stirred

other individuals to share their experi-

ences or seek help.

The section on spouse abuse, pub-

lished in the most recent issue of the

quarterly magazine, was meaningful to

numerous individuals and organiza-

tions. As soon as the edition was

released, phone calls from Jewish

domestic abuse organizations began,

requesting copies for distribution to

clients, rabbis and community leaders

in cities across the United States.  

“Readers’ reactions to this topic

have been mixed,” said editor Char-

lotte Friedland. “At one extreme, peo-

ple are incredulous and question the

validity of covering this ‘alien’ subject

in an Orthodox publication. Others

have called to say ‘yasher koach; it’s

about time.’” 

Jewish Action
Raises 
Awareness 
REACTIONS TO ARTICLES REVEAL

WIDESPREAD NEED

The Chief Rabbi of Great Britain,

Dr. Jonathan Sacks, was the

keynote speaker at the seventh

annual OU West Coast Convention,

attended by more than 600 people.

Rabbi Sacks was among nearly two

dozen speakers who built their presen-

tations around the theme of “Tikkun

Olam: Orthodoxy’s Responsibility to

Perfect God’s World.”  

The convention, a community-

wide event which took place in Los

Angeles over the weekend of Decem-

ber 18-21, with alternate programs

starting on December 13, was chaired

by Dr. Larry Eisenberg.  In addition to

a full schedule of lecture sessions,

other features included a Women’s

Symposium, entitled “Finding Our-

selves in the Workplace,” a Legal Con-

ference, a Healthcare Conference and

a Kashruth Symposium featuring

Rabbi Eliyahu Safran, OU National

Rabbinic Coordinator of Kashruth.

OU President Dr. Mandell I.

Ganchrow delivered a “State of the

Union” address, updating West Coast

OU members on the OU’s progress

over the past year and its plans for the

future in the U.S. and in Israel.  An

exciting Motzei Shabbat concert by

“Yehuda!” was a spectacular ending to

an inspiring week.

West Coast 
Convention 
Tackles Key Issues

Among the unusual
prizes offered at the
OU’s Manhattan Auction
Extraordinaire was 
portraiture by 
the renowned artist, 
David Schuman. 
Mr. Schuman,  some of
whose works are 
displayed in the White
House, created a 
stunning portrait of the
lucky prize-winner, 
Layla Fortgang, from
her wedding photo. 

Photo courtesy of Jerry
Meyer Studio.



FINDING THEIR DIRECTION
NCSY-in-Israel has quickly become a positive force for kiruv in Eretz Yisrael,
drawing hundreds of youngsters from all parts of the country to meaningful NCSY-
style educational/recreational programs.
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CENTENNIAL
SHABBOS

Coordinator Shlomo
Assraf speaks to Israeli
NCSYers during a rugged
field trip in the Negev.

A Nationwide Celebration
OU Synagogues to Host Centennial Shabbos

Celebrate One Hundred Years of unified Orthodoxy.
Celebrate the Centennial of the Orthodox Union.
Many Orthodox synagogues look forward to partici-
pating in this momentous celebration offering an
opportunity for synagogues to enjoy a Shabbos pro-
gram with an Orthodox Union leader.  This program
is slated to be conducted through June of 1999.
The following is a partial list of Orthodox Union syna-
gogues that have recently had a Centennial Shabbos:

Anshe Chesed Congregation, Linden, NJ
Beth Aaron Congregation, Teaneck, NJ

Beth David Synagogue, Binghamton, NY
Beth Israel Synagogue, Omaha, NE

Beth Jacob Congregation, Beverly Hills, CA
Beth Jacob Congregation, San Diego, CA
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Chatanooga, TN

Beth Torah, Flatbush, NY
Bnei Yitzhak, Flatbush, NY

Boca Raton Synagogue, Boca Raton, FL
Ezras Israel of Rockville, MD

Sephardic Institute, Flatbush, NY
Congregation Shaaray Tefila, Lawrence, NY

Yavneh Minyan of Flatbush, NY
Young Israel of Brookline, MA

Young Israel of Forest Hills, NY

For information, or to plan your Centennial Shab-
bos in time for your summer or fall calendar, call
Rabbi Mayer Waxman at (212) 613-8285 or e-mail
waxmanm@ou.org

A CELEBRATION OF MIND AND SPIRIT


