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This is the plain, poor bread
that our parents ate in the land of Egypt i
Whoever is hungry, come eat with us'
Whoever needs a place to stay, come make.
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B eed| abban Gamliel used to say: Anyone who
‘}l:%’ has not explained these three things on

22| Pesach, has not fulfilled the mitzvah of
the Seder. The three things are:

PESACH, MATZAH, and MARROR.
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W73 05y mym — And matzos; with bitter herbs shall they eat it. The
Passover lamb, the offering of the deliverance from bondage, is to be eaten with
unleavened bread, signifying the redemption, and with bitter herbs, which

- recall the harsh exile. With freedom now in sight, gratitude extends even to the
exile itself. In retrospect even the torments are viewed as beneficial. Thus, the

holiday of Pesach is built upon the simultaneous celebration of freedom, exile

and redemption.
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Then came the Holy One, blessed be He, and smote the angel of

death, that slew the slaughterer, that slaughtered the ox, that
drank the water, that quenched the fire, that burned the stick,
that beat the dog, that bit the cat, that ate the kid. that father
bought for two zuzim. One only kid, One only kid.
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Different approaches and interpretations have been offered as to

the real meaning of the song. Many commentators-see the history of

Israel, the lone kid, as the song’s theme. The father Avinu Sheba-
shamayim, selected the lone kid, when giving two zuzim, two
tablets of the_convenant. The animals, objects and people who
subsequently destroy and beat one another are the various nations
that persecuted, subjugated and oppressed_the “one I

the seventy wolves” throughout history. Ultimately the Holy One,
blessed be He, will come and bring the final redemption of His

beloved kid, who consistently remained alone and separated from
the devouring nations.

¥

central theme is that God is the Master of the world, No story ends
without God. God must, whether we like it or not, want it or not,
recognize it or not. enter into every story of our individual as well as

collective life. God is the Master of all fate who conducts the affairs
of the world in His fashion, and His fashion does not always conform
to the fashion we design or prefer, so that occasionally the world
appears chaotic, unfair, inexplicable, in disarray. We tend to forget
or ignore the fact that actions have their consequences and that
there is no deed which, in the end, does not lead up to God. Every
deed, even one as “simple” and “ordi ¥ Ly a goat (car!
home!) in the market place, is _part of a chain. Somewhere that

chain will lead to God, and then ail those involved in the chain that

may even drag for thousands of years (galut!) must answer before
His throne of justice.s

2
There is yet another approach which views the goat as the man’s
soul which descends (“sold by the Father”) to this earthly existence

and suffers through the trials and tribulations of life as it moves
(zuz-zazin) about in this world. Each stanza of the song symbolizes
another phase and stage of life as we know it. As life progresses and
years pass by, man is reminded Chad Gadyah, Chad Gadyah—
“Unique soul! Unique soull” What have you accomplished on this
world? What are you doing here? But man procrastinates, thinking
that there will always be a later, when he will tend to the spirit and
soul. Later however, never comes. Finally, man is warned that in
due time the soul will have to returgto its source and give reckoning
for its deeds. Ultimately, one must answer to a higher Source!?

3l

biciy Trered- Ry,
Pesach is the occasion of new creation
of the Jewish people. What can we learn from this observation?

The spiritual forces operating at Pesach time each year are

such that the Jewish people and in fact any individual Jew can

A[*

The Gaon of Vilna too traces themati
tions of Am Yisrael thro

. gediyim bought
and

cally the trials and tribula-
ghout its long sojourn in galut. The two
father are the ones urchased by father Yaakov
brought to Yitzehak on the night of Pesach. These were to
become the dual korbanot offered on Pesach, which merited Yaakov
ﬂle,_blggglgg_g_mjggb_ak as well as the bechorah. The cat is the

=== == a8 the bechorah. The
Jealousy, the dog is Pharaoh, the stick is Moshe's staff, the ox is the
Kingdom of Eda

who will

be killed by the angel of death, “Then blessed be

He” who will redeem His people and nation and “raise the banner to

ga_ "y NS
43

“God is the maestro who brings together conflicting, seemingly )
destructive forces into a harmonious, meaningful historical patterm. Datterm.
The apparent chaos is a mirage, the unseen Divine order is rtzality. "’
The parting message of the long Seder night is that there is “seder
to_the confusing, chaotic and overwhelming life and events around
us. Reb Avraham Mordechai of Gur taught that a person may look at
the saga of our people’s history and conclude that it's all a series of-
random events, if that. There came a cat, a dog, a stick, a fire; all
unrelated, even absurd occurrences. However, ultimately Moshiach
will come and reveal how the entire sequence of history’s events was
carefully controlled, guided and monitored by God. Yes, there is a
seder.
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achieve the impossible if these forces are used. An attempt to_

leap up, to reach a whole new level of sensitivity, of personality

development, can have a degree of success if undertaken on
Pesach which may be far more difficult at any other time.
There is a special Divine assistance offered at this time
which makes achievement of many levels of growth possible in
one leap; under normal circumstances such levels must be
painstakingly acquired in gradual sequence. The very word

12 e eI WD Db n3)) mbw:»:
¥, 239793 T PovSE 35D Pip Bolbe) b S:b
yshy 304v7 737 WS Dh "33 Y oM ¢
p cippd b3 o3 ovmn 93690 ph
% pp3 TS PO 1M ownp 1ho
11 msn b 13308 YHYEY £ 233 D39 P
Y5y 07H3 b 536 070D PP 'OEM BWED
pYDSY OMOD OB 19 91 73l
¢ oy ohTaa pHID Ynh 00

“Pesach” means “leaping over”; at a_deeper level the
connotation is that of leaping over levels df growth which would

ordinarily have to be attained one at a time.
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