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A Message from the Editor

Kol Echad; a Hesped for
Rabbi Hauer

by Rabbi Yisrael Motzen

Shortly after Rabbi Hauer zt"1’s
passing, I received a cryptic
message from Rabbi Moshe
Benovitz, managing director of
International NCSY and the
director of NCSY Kollel, telling me
that the eulogy I gave at Rabbi
Hauer’s funeral was the second he
heard me give. I was puzzled. A
few seconds later he explained
that he heard me speak about Kol
Echad at a recent OU retreat, and
that presentation was the first. In
his words, “The Kol Echad mission
is a tribute to Rabbi Hauer of the
highest order.”

He was right. Kol Echad was born
out of Rabbi Hauer’s passion and
prioritization of the Kol Echad
community. And not only Kol
Echad. I have the honor of being
the rabbi of Ner Tamid, a shul in
Baltimore, Maryland. It is a shul
that prides itself on ensuring that

every member of the community
feels welcome. Despite living in a
suburban area, a full third of our
shul is single, divorced, or
widowed, and they are not second-
class citizens as many of them play
important roles in our shul
leadership. We boast a program
that ensures that every member
who is single gets invited to a meal
every Shabbos and Yom Tov. All
this and more, and it is all a tribute
to Rabbi Hauer’s vision of what a
Jewish community should be - a
place where every Jew belongs.

In this issue of Kol Echad, you will
find a number of articles that
focus on this particular aspect of
Rabbi Hauer’s legacy, some by
people who knew him well and
others by complete strangers. It is
our hope that you, the reader, will
be inspired to help see his vison
become a universal reality. ®
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Sponsored by Eli and Shalva Paley in loving memory of Rabbi Moshe Hauer zt"l,
who used his illustrious position to look out for those who are too often ignored.




Inspiration and Jewish Lifc

The Strained Heart; The Radiant Face

B. Ansbacher
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“The righteous one carries his joy
on his face, but his mourning in
his heart; he has a wide heart, yet
a humble soul.” So describes the
Chovas Halevovos, a person who
is a porush, meaning, a person
who is most intense in his
worship of Hashem. The Chovas
Halevovos lists many more
attributes typical of that unique
individual, and many of them are
hauntingly reminiscent of Rabbi
Hauer. Let us, however, focus on
this opening description, for in
many ways it encapsulates all of
his qualities.

When engaged in this world,
working through its challenges
and shortcomings, one is
overcome by frustration. When
one looks around with open eyes,
one sees so much sorrow,
difficulty, and incompleteness.
But if one steps back two or three
steps and then looks at the big
picture, one sees a world that has
so much potential and is
developing and headed toward
redemption and perfection - no

by Rav Aaaron Lopiansky
matter how far off it might seem.

These two attitudes together are
expressed when we channel our
emotions in the right direction.
Our innermost senses, i.e., the
heart, must be focused on the real
challenges that the world
presents us with. But in the big
picture, one must reflect the joy
of a world that in its core essence
and in its distant future will be a
mirror of Hashem’s perfection.
Like someone who has a great
business deal in which he stands
to greatly profit, but at present it
demands dealing with difficulties.
His inner self is focused on taking
care of all of those issues, but his
outer and larger self is focused on
the big picture; the opportunity
that has come his way and the
resultant reward.

Rabbi Hauer was someone who
embodied this dual attitude. He
saw the world in a most realistic
way. He saw the challenges, the
difficulties, i.e., the crises in our
world. He saw this in the world of
observant Jewry, and in many
circles of Jews that are not yet
observant. He had no illusions
about the difficulties of working
things through and moving them
forward. Yet he never lost sight of
the bigger picture. The bigger
picture is that we are G-d's nation,
and that we are heading toward a

glorious future. His
extraordinarily deep-seated care
and concern, which weighed
heavily on him, did not detract
even an iota from his simchas
chaim, which was generated by
his trust in Hashem and his
ability to see the eventual big
picture.

There is a second reason why this
was his disposition. In Slabodka,
they would constantly remind you
that “your face is the domain of
the public.” This means that you
affect every person that crosses
your path by your expression and
demeanor. Put on a face distorted
by anger or bitterness, and others
will be affected negatively by it. It
causes them discomfort and pain
because somehow, we react to
other people's emotions as being
directed toward us. This is why,
no matter how strongly one is
weighed down by pressures and
challenges, in Slabodka they
taught that one must always
project a very positive and happy
demeanor.

This was very much how Rabbi
Hauer presented himself. No
matter how difficult and grinding
his work was, he never projected
it, because the other person does
not need to feel that. The other
person must be granted a smile
and pleasantness because that
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will enhance that person's day.

He did not share the things that
were weighing down on him and
would only discuss things that
needed very specific input. I wish
I could share some of those things
that I know that weighed down
his heart, but there is too much of
it that is confidential, sensitive,
and delicate. It is not for us to ask
how or why, but just having a
small inkling of all that he

carried in his heart made one
wonder how he was able to carry
so much internally.

In one extraordinary man were
embodied two greatnesses: the
greatness of a heart that cared so
much about all of the challenges
that we face as a Klal, and all
manners of suffering that
individuals endure; and the
greatness of a “countenance” that
radiated with the joy and simcha

Making a Difference

of someone believing that
inherently the world is good and
great, just waiting to get there.
For one man to embody two such
extraordinarily different
greatnesses in one — that is true
gadlus. =

Rabbi Aaron Lopiansky is rosh
yeshivah of the Yeshiva of Greater
Washington in Silver Spring,
Maryland.

From Survival to Sanctuary:
How Grief Became a Global Force for Good

When Susie Domb was seven
months pregnant with her fourth
child, her world collapsed in a
single, unthinkable moment. Her
seven-year-old daughter woke her
in the middle of the night, asking
for her father, but he wasn’t

by Yaakov Langer

responding. Within minutes,
paramedics arrived, but it was too
late. Her husband had died of a
sudden aneurysm in his sleep.

Left to raise four children under
the age of seven, including a
newborn, Susie entered a chapter
of life she never imagined. There
was no roadmap, no instruction
manual—just the day-to-day
survival of single motherhood,
grief, and the relentless demands
of life. “Your life can change in
one second,” she says.

But Susie also learned something
else: she wasn't alone.

The Power of Community
In those early days, the support
from her Jewish community

overwhelmed her. People from
every stage of her life showed up
to help. They cooked meals, ran
errands, took her kids for
playdates, and when she couldn’t
think straight, they thought for
her.

Now, 15 years later, Susie is the
one answering the phone.
Whenever tragedy strikes, she’s
the person people call: What can
we do for her? How do we help?
And help, she does. Through the
Shine Foundation, Susie has
created a dignified, private, and
loving space for women
navigating some of the darkest
chapters of life—most specifically,
widowhood and domestic
violence.
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One Small Start

The idea for Shine came shortly
after Susie remarried and moved
to Manhattan. Her children were
older and more independent, her
life was stable again, and she felt
the pull to give back. “I just
wanted to help widows,” she says.
“That’s what I knew. That’s what I
had lived.”

She started small. She rented a
single room. She spoke with
people in the clothing industry
and purchased some clothing.
She called local shuls asking if
they knew any widows who
needed support. Then she invited
the women to come, take what
they needed for themselves and
their kids, and talk.

No shame. No judgment. No
questions.

Then came the phone call that
changed everything. A Jewish
organization working with
victims of domestic violence
asked if they could send women
her way.

“I said yes without really knowing
what I was saying yes to,” Susie
recalls. “But I figured—if I can
help another person, why not?”

She quickly discovered what
many still don’t know: the frum
community is not immune to
domestic violence, and the need
is immense.

A Safe Space for Dignity
The Shine space looks nothing
like a warehouse or donation

center. Everything is new.
Everything has tags. From shoes
to uniforms, coats to
toothbrushes, bedding to
pajamas, the goal is the same: to
make these women and their
children feel like everyone else.

They walk in shy and unsure.
They ask, “Is this really free?”
Susie answers, “Yes. It’s for you.”

They take clothing for themselves
and their children, but Susie
encourages them to take a little
extra. “Take another size,” she
tells them. “Give it as a gift. You
deserve to give too. It’s not easy to
just receive.”

The women never come with
their children—a deliberate
choice to preserve dignity. And
while Susie doesn’t ask questions,
many of the women open up
anyway. “It’s a safe space,” she
says. “They feel it.”

“I said yes without
really knowing what 1
was saying yes to,”
Susic recalls. “But 1
figured—if I can help

another person, why
not?”

From One Day to Six Days a Week
What began as a once-a-month
Sunday project quickly outgrew
itself. “Thirty women in one day
was too much—for them and for
me,” she admits. Her husband
noticed it was taking a toll. So she

expanded.

Today, Shine operates six days a
week. Women come by
appointment, referred through
vetted channels from established
Jewish organizations like Met
Council, JCC, and OHEL. The one
small room expanded to three,
and eventually even that wasn't
enough. They now operate out of
a new, large, dignified space.

On a typical day, a woman walks
in overwhelmed. She sees shoes,
clothing, undergarments, school
supplies—even Shabbos
candlesticks. She walks out with
full bags—and often a full heart.
Women return every six months,
timed to seasons or milestones:
back to school, Yom Tov, summer
camp. “Everything from A to Z,”
Susie says. “Everything a Jewish
woman and her children would
need.”

Beyond New York

In just four years, Shine has
expanded far beyond its
Manhattan roots. After the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, they
shipped supplies to Jewish
orphanages. When wildfires
broke out in California, they sent
boxes to affected families. In
Israel, Shine works closely with
organizations supporting widows
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of terror victims and fallen
soldiers. They send boxes of
clothing, essentials, and gifts.
They even outfitted a kallah and
her mother, who had recently lost
her husband, for Sheva Brachot.
“The mother was too
embarrassed to come and take
anything,” Susie laughs. “So we
just sent her clothes anyway.”

They also support children

directly. One story stands out: a
fifth-grade orphan who was
bullied for wearing old clothing.
Shine sent her new outfits. The
next day, every girl in her class
wanted to know where she got her
shoes. “She had never felt seen
before,” Susie says. “It changed
everything.”

A Mitzvah of Quiet Strength
Shine doesn't take walk-ins.
Everything runs through
referrals. This ensures that
everyone is properly vetted, but it
also reflects Susie’s philosophy of
doing things quietly. There’s no
glitz, no spotlight. Even
fundraising events are rare. Some
brands donate merchandise, but
the operation is largely supported

INTRODUCING...

Makom Kavuah

BECAUSE EVERY CHILD
SHOULD HAVE A PLACE IN SHUL.

Are you a single parent unable to sit with

your child on the other side of the mechitza?

Would you like a Shul Mentor, a caring, responsible

shul member to sit with your child in shul?

SHUL MENTORS ARE:
® Handpicked @ Trained

@ Professionally supported

Have someone in mind who’d be a great fit for your child?

Let your shul coordinator know.

To bring Makom Kavuah to your shul, please
contact us at kolechad@ou.org
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by Susie’s husband, Ron, and a
few private donors.

Susie has no formal background
in social work. She never studied
nonprofit management. But what
she does have is empathy, drive,
and deep emunah. “I remember
lying in bed at night and just
thanking Hashem for getting me
through the day,” she says. “I don’t
even know how I did it. It was like
I had this superpower.”

She thinks about the women who
now sit where she once sat—the
widows, the single moms, the
abused. She thinks of the Torah’s
warning not to harm the widow
or orphan. And she understands
it intimately: the loneliness, the
feeling of being overwhelmed,
the loss of dignity.

“I getit,” she says. “It’s so hard to
feel normal after something like
that. But I went through it. I came
out the other side. And now I get
to help others rebuild.” Quietly.
Dignified. And with all the love in
the world. =

Yaakov Langer is the founder of Living
I’chaim and the “Inspiration for the
Nation,” where he interviews a wide
range of Jewish voices around the
world. His platform has grown to over
1.6 million subscribers through
consistent, thoughtful content and
guest selection.

The Shine Foundation works directly
with organizations and can be
rcached at:

Email: info@shine foundation.com
Phone: (917) 302 9334
Website: www.shine-foundation.com
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Making a Difference

Rabbi Hauer’s Strength, Joy, and
Boundless Compassion

The tears in my eyes blur the
words on my paper as I try to
compose my thoughts about a
truly remarkable life. I feel
blessed to have known such an
outstanding and exceptional
person.

While Rabbi Hauer excelled in
every aspect of his life, as an
exemplary leader, family man,
shul rabbi, powerful supporter of
Israel, fierce combatant of
antisemitism, mentor, and friend,
what stood out to many of us was
his profound love for Klal Yisroel.
He cared about every person and
had a special concern for those
who are single, divorced, or
widowed. In addition to being a
congregant in Rabbi Hauer’s shul
in Baltimore, I had the privilege

Sign up to receive the
Kol Echad E-magazine
to your inbox.

by Dr. Hinda Dubin

of working with him on sensitive
projects in my capacity as a
psychiatrist. Over the years, there
were many complex situations
involving an intricate interface
between psychosocial, spiritual,
and behavioral health challenges.
Rabbi Hauer compassionately
and passionately attended to
those needs, at times seeking
collaboration from a
psychological perspective.

There are so many beautiful and
illustrative vignettes that come to
mind but allow me to share three
stories that highlight Rabbi
Hauer’s sensitivity and wisdom as
they relate to this population. The
following stories are shared with
permission. Names and
identifying details have been
changed.

One congregant’s newlywed
daughter found herself in a
difficult situation shortly after
her marriage and realized that the
marriage could not continue.
Rabbi Hauer was involved from
the beginning, guiding her
throughout. He organized a
meeting with Rav Shmuel
Kamenetsky - and he did not stop
there. Recognizing how
intimidating and overwhelming
such a meeting could be, he

chose, on Tzom Gedalia, while
fasting and during one of the
busiest weeks for a pulpit rabbi,
to travel with the family to
Philadelphia so he could be right
there with her, ensuring she had
the support she needed.

Despite the heavy burden of
carrying so many people’s pain,
he always radiated strength and
joy. Every year after Kol Nidrei,
Rabbi Hauer would recite the
special blessing normally given
by parents to all the people in
shul who did not have someone to
bless them. It was a treasured and
deeply poignant moment in many
people’s lives. For those unable to
be in shul to receive the bracha,
Rabbi Hauer went to great lengths
to meet with each person
individually before Yom Toyv,
giving them this meaningful
blessing and ensuring they
entered Yom Kippur with a sense
of comfort and belonging.

Another illustrative example
involved a woman in the
community who was going
through a difficult divorce. In
addition to the usual stresses of
divorce, her former spouse was
no longer observant and was
unwilling to provide financial
support for their child’s Jewish
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education. Rabbi Hauer made
sure all her needs were met,
offering regular guidance on
navigating co-parenting with an
irreligious spouse and, of course,
covering the child’s tuition to
ensure he received a strong
Jewish education.

Rabbi Hauer was not content to
act alone; he constantly spoke
about the importance of looking
out for others, and in doing so
created a culture of people

striving to emulate his kindness
and sensitivity. My husband
always went out of his way to
make sure that widows were
included at meals, weddings, shul
events, and celebrations,
something made possible only
because of Rabbi Hauer’s
unwavering support and
encouragement.

Rabbi Hauer taught us that every
heart counts and every soul
matters. Truly, the heart and soul

Personalities and Perspectives

of Rabbi Moshe Hauer zt”] were
intertwined with caring for every
person in our beautiful
community. Our hearts and souls
are bereft. May we be inspired by
his beautiful example to continue
caring for the hearts and souls of
our kehillah. D2 Nor e, =

Dr. Hinda Dubin is a faculty member at
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions and
the University of Maryland, a Founding
Fellow of the Academy of Cognitive
Therapy and a Distinguished Life Fellow
of the APA.

Should Singles Be Charged

There are different practices
regarding how to charge singles
for community events, some of
which may be uncomfortable for
many single people. I'd like to
share my personal thoughts based
on my own experience as a single.

For some activities, it is common
to charge a “Singles Tax.” This
may appear as offering a “Couples
Discount,” which effectively
means charging a single
individual more than half the
price charged to a couple. Such a
discount can make sense when
the cost for a single is legitimately
more than half the cost for a
couple, for example, when one
person rents a hotel room versus
when a couple rents the same
room.

a “Singles Tax”?
by Anonymous

However, there are times when
offering couples discounts is not
financially necessary and may
make singles feel unwelcome. For
example, at community events
such as a shul dinner,
performance, or lecture where
the cost for a single to participate
is not more than half the cost for
a couple, and where there is no
marketing or financial reason to
attract couples over individuals, a
“Singles Tax” should not be
applied. I know that in my case, I
usually feel too uncomfortable to
attend events that charge a
“Singles Tax” or offer a “Couple’s
Discount” when there is no clear
justification.

I acknowledge that “Couples
Discounts” are usually offered

with good intentions. I would still
like to suggest that, unless
financially necessary, or perhaps
occasionally justified when
specifically attempting to attract
spouses who do not usually attend
certain events, organizations
should avoid charging “Singles
Taxes” or offering “Couples
Discounts.” Instead, I believe it
would be more appropriate and
more welcoming to the entire
community to charge
participation or admission fees
on a per-individual basis. This
simple gesture could go a long

way toward helping many singles

feel more comfortable and
included in a culture that is
understandably focused on the
needs of the larger population of
married adults. =
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Inspiration and Jewish Life

Halachic FAQ’s for Single
Men and Women: Chanukah

I have a friend who is single and
lives by himself. I would like to
invite him to join me and my
family for Hadlakas Neiros and
singing. Is there a way for him to
join us before lighting his own
candles?

If he is able to light at the regular
lighting time and then join you,
that is ideal. He does not need to
stay with the candles once they
are lit (Shulchan Aruch 673:2 and
675:2). However, if he feels
uncomfortable lighting and
leaving the candles unattended,
or if by lighting at home he will
miss your family’s Hadlakah, he
may set a reminder or ask
someone to remind him to light
when he returns home (Rema
672:2; Mishnah Berurah 652:7,
692:14, 489:23; Iggeros Moshe
4:99).

by Rabbi Moshe Walter

There is a divorcee in our
community who lives with her
two children. We'd like to invite
them to join us for our
Chanukah Seudah. We
mentioned this to her last time
she was here, and her children
are really excited about the
prospect of attending a “regular”
Chanukah Seudah. There is one
problem — we’d like to eat right
after Hadlakas Neiros, but this
would not leave her enough time
to light at home. Is there
anything she can do?

She may attend your Chanukah
Seudah by setting a reminder or
asking someone to remind her to
light when she returns home
(Rema 672:2; Mishnah Berurah
652:7, 692:14, 489:23; Iggeros
Moshe 4:99).

I come home at 10:30 PM every
night from work. There is no one
else who lives with me. Until
what time can I light?

You may light until daybreak with
a berachah (Shulchan Aruch
672:2; Mishnah Berurah ad loc.
11; Shaar HaTziyon 17; Iggeros
Moshe Orach Chaim 4:105-7).

I have a friend who is a single

parent of five children and lives
a thirty-minute walk away. We
have a very special Seudah on
Friday night of Shabbos
Chanukah. We'd like to invite
them to join us, but he is
concerned about leaving the
candles lit, and he obviously
cannot light when he comes
home. Is there any way for him
and his children to join us?

He and his family may light at the
home where they are eating the
Shabbos meal (Kovetz Halachos-
Chanukah, Piskei Rav Shmuel
Kamenetsky 12:21). =

Rabbi Moshe Walter is the rabbi of
Woodside Synagogue Ahavas Torah in
Silver Spring, Maryland, the executive
director of the Vaad HaRabanim of
Greater Washington. His latest book,
The Making of the Siddur, was just
released by Feldheim publishers.
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To sponsor a future issue of
the Kol Echad bi-monthly
please contact us at
kolechad@ou.org
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Rabbis lead extraordinarily
demanding lives. At any given
moment, there are countless
individuals who require attention,
guidance, or support. The work of
the rabbinate is a continuous act
of balancing: weighing urgent
needs against those that are less
immediate; addressing
educational, pastoral,
programmatic, and
organizational responsibilities;
and tending to every
demographic within a diverse and
evolving community.

Under these pressures, a
particular mindset naturally
develops—one that prioritizes
programs and initiatives capable
of reaching the largest number of
people at once. The logic is
intuitive: if an event attracts more
participants, then more
individuals have been served by

Inspiration and Jewish Life

The Case for

Inclusivity in Shuls

by Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

the shul and the broader Jewish
community. In this framework,
the rabbi inevitably becomes the
gatekeeper, responsible for
determining which programs,
speakers, and organizations will
best serve the “majority.”
Anything that touches only a
small subset of the community
can feel difficult to justify. When
resources and time are limited,
such calculations often seem
necessary.

At one meeting, Rabbi
Hauer posed a simple
but revealing question:
“Do you know how
many members of

vour shul are single?”

That is—until Rabbi Moshe Hauer
reframed the conversation.

When Rabbi Hauer invited me to
join a rabbinic chabura of more
than twenty rabbis from across
North America, he offered us the
gift of each other: a space to think
collectively, to share challenges,
and to problem-solve together.
Among the issues he placed
squarely on the table was one that
too often goes unaddressed: the

challenge of genuine inclusivity.
Rabbi Hauer urged us to
reconsider the very metrics by
which we evaluate communal
success. A community’s value, he
argued, should not be measured
by how many people attend a
program, but by how deeply and
authentically it includes those
who might otherwise remain
unseen. Inclusivity means
noticing the individuals who do
not fit neatly into the standard
categories around which
communal life is often organized.
This idea shifted my thinking in a
profound way.

At one meeting, Rabbi Hauer
posed a simple but revealing
question: “Do you know how
many members of your shul are
single?”

It is the kind of question that
seems obvious only after
someone has asked it. I pulled out
our membership list—and was
startled. Among our 500 families,
over 40 member units consist of
individuals living alone. Nearly
10% of our community is single,
including those who have never
married, those who are divorced,
and those who are widowed.
Creating that list was not merely
an exercise; it was an awakening.
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The next step was deeper:
understanding what this portion
of our community needs, and
how we can better ensure they
feel truly included.

Through the guidance of Rabbi
Hauer and the thoughtful cohort
of rabbis he brought together, I
learned several practical and
meaningful ways to move the
needle on this issue:

« Membership Applications
Matter

Does the form assume a family by
default? Or is there a distinct,
dignified single-member option?
Such details, though small,
communicate whether a
community sees its members as
they are.

+ Representation on
Committees

When we form event committees,
do we include a single member of
the shul? Their perspective can
influence not only the program
itself but also its tone and
messaging, ensuring that all feel
welcome.

« Holidays Require Sensitivity
Yamim Tovim are times of joy—
but for those living alone, they
can be emotionally and
financially challenging. Pesach in
particular magnifies feelings of
isolation. A hospitality committee
dedicated to checking in and
helping everyone find a place to
go can make all the difference.
The OU now provides an excellent
checklist to guide shuls in this
effort.

PRE-YOMIM NORAIM SENSITIVE COMMUNITY CHECKLIST
FOR RABBIS AND REBBETZINS

|_] A check-in phonecall for those living on their own

Finding a Shul Mentor to sit with son/ daughter in shul for single parents

Support for extra financial needs, such as food and Yom Tov clothing

Meals for Yom Tov for those on their own

= Ensure that women have someone walking them home from late meals

Childcare during Yom Tov davening/ Shabbos Shuva Drasha to enable single parents to

attend

Help building a Sukkah and purchasing Daled Minim for single women

Someone to dance with child on Simchas Torah for single parents

Pre-Yom Tov Gift for those on their own

« Flowers or something small just to show that they are seen and cared for

« Listen With Humility
We often assume we know what
people need. But nothing replaces
a genuine phone call and a
willingness to hear someone’s
lived experience.

» Create Opportunities for
Connection

Monthly communal Shabbos
meals are wonderful. But instead
of designing them exclusively for
singles, combining singles with
empty nesters promotes natural
social connection. Both groups
value companionship—and both
stand to benefit from such
gatherings.

Rabbi Hauer challenged us to do
better. He asked our institutions
to think beyond attendance
numbers and program metrics,
and instead to build communities
in which every individual—
regardless of status,
circumstance, or family
configuration—feels seen, valued,
and embraced.

) L,

It is, of course, a lofty aspiration.
But it is also one that lies at the
very heart of our values as a
Jewish community.

Our shul still has much work
ahead. Yet we are deeply grateful
to have encountered Rabbi
Hauer’s vision—a vision that
demands not only more
programming, but more heart;
not merely broader reach, but
deeper connection. Our shul has
been blessed to have been
exposed to Rabbi Hauer and his
dream. We hope to continue
along the path he created. ®

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump serves as the
Rabbi of the vibrant community of
the Young Isracl of Lawrence
Cedarhurst. His podcast can be
found on all major platforms. He
recently released the Tanach Yomi
App allowed thousands of people
around the world to study all Tanach
with ease. He has served on many
community organizations including
the RCA and the Vaad Hakashrus of’
the 5 Towns and Far Rockaway.
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Personalities and Perspectives

A Simple
Gesture

by Yehudit Taffel

I am not a member of Rabbi
Hauer's shul, and he almost
certainly did not know who I was.
I am simply one of the many
people in the wider Baltimore
community who knew of him and
respected his leadership from
afar.

During COVID, I went to Ner
Tamid one evening when they
had some extra vaccination
appointments available. By
chance, Rabbi Hauer was there as
well, getting his shot. We both
waited the required 15 minutes
afterward, and then were told we
could leave at about the same
time. Rabbi Hauer was a few steps
ahead of me walking toward the
exit. Just as we were leaving, he
turned towards me and said, "kol
tuv." That was it. He offered this
simple bracha and we both went
on our way.

I have thought about that
interaction many times since. As
a single woman in the Jewish
community, it is very easy to feel
unseen or invisible at times.
Rabbi Hauer had no idea who I
was - I was just a person from the
community who happened to be
in the same place at the same
time as him. But in that moment,

he saw me, acknowledged me,
and offered me words of bracha.
It was so simple, yet so impactful.
I've thought about that story
many times in the years since it
happened, and I've shared the
story with a bunch of people over
the last few weeks. Rabbi Hauer
was such a strong example of

someone who saw others and
treated them with genuine
kindness and respect.

Wishing comfort and strength to
everyone who knew Rabbi Hauer.
May his memory be a blessing. =

Rabbi Moshe Hauer zt”1
1965-2025

Kol Echad is a project of the OJ

'ORTHODOX
UNION




