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77 / MORNING SERVICE BLESSINGS OF THE TORAH

BLESSINGS OF THE TORAH

It is forbidden to study or recite Torah passages before reciting the following blessings. Since the

commandment to study Torah is in effect all day long, these blessings need not be repeated if one

studies at various times of the day. Although many siddurim begin a new paragraph at X3 2790

‘Please, HasHEM,” according to the vast majorlty of commentators the first blessing does not end until
SN 1YY, . . . His people Israel.”

N2 Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe, Who

has sanctified us with His commandments and has commanded
us to engross ourselves in the words of Torah. Please, HASHEM, our God,
sweeten the words of Your Torah in our mouth and in the mouth of Your
people, the family of lsrael. May we and our off spring and the offspring
of Your people, the House of Israel — all of us — know Your Name and
study Your Jorah for its own sake. Blessed are You, HasHEM, Who
teaches Torah to His people Israel.

2 Blessed are You, HASHEM, our God, King of the universe, Who
selected us from all the peoples and gave us His Torah. Blessed
are You, HASHEM, Giver of the Torah.
Numbers 6:24-26
"]:'12' May HasHEM bless you and safeguard- you. May HASHEM
illuminate His countenance for you and be gracious to you. -
May HASHEM turn His countenance to you and establish peace for

you.
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According to Nedarim 81a, the meaning of the verse, ... Y%7 n'1:u$ m Sy
MR NK DY SY 1 MK, For what reason did the land perzsh . But Hashem
has said: Because of their forsaking My Torah (Yirmiyahu 9:11,12), is that the
destruction of Eretz Yisrael and the churban Beis HaMikdash were the result of
79N TR 73720 XY, they did not make a berachah first, i.e. prior to
learning Torah. They considered the Torah just a science, another discipline,
IfF‘e any other knowledge, and therefore did not make a berachah before

In any event, suffice it to say that reciting TINT NID72 is an extremely
mportant halachah. Berachos 21a holds that the basis for it is the pasui, »3
1"1'n<'7 572 137 KX 11 oW, When I call out the Name of Hashem, ascribe
reatness to our God (Devarim 32:3). Moshe Rabbeinu tells us here that when
ou “call the Name of Hashem,” meaning when you talk about divrei Torah,
ou shall first give greatness to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
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learmng it. So whxle the Torah does certainly contain all the knowledge in
the world, it is unique as *n7in, My Torah: it is d'var Hashem, and He has

commanded us to study it. This is what we express in the minT Nioa.
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Women are also obligated to say ming nio7a. While patur (exempt) from
talmud Torah purely for the sake of learning, women are, nevertheless,
obhgated to learn the halachos of the mitzvos so they can properly fulfill

them With the exception of the few time-bound mitzuos, women: have the
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same obligation as men to know and keep the vast majority of the mitzuos of
the Torah. It is therefore incumbent upon women to learn the details of these
mitzvos in order to observe them properly. How can a woman keep Shabbos
or Yom Tov properly without knowing the applicable halachos?
How can a woman conduct a business if she is not familiar with the dinim
(laws) of ribbis (interest), onaah (mlsrepresenfatlon or price fraud), or gezel
(outright theft). The difference is only in the goal of the learning. For a man,
in addition to the need to know the practical halachos in order to apply them,
it is also a mitzvah to occupy himself with talmud Torah as a form of avodas
Hashem serving Hashem. This is so even if there is no immediate need for
this sknowledge in practice, either becatise he already knows the dinim, or his

)learnmg However, for a woman, the purpose of the learning is to gain the
knowledge in order to put it into practice.

»immediate circumstances do not requnre “the application of what he |s}
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We have here two different requests:

1y
s

’n‘mw Tnon maa

AW VI — “that we will know Your Name.” We ask that we become
familiar with, and know, the Torah Shebichsav, the Written Torah. We are
told by Chazal that mapn Sy vomw s 13N 73, The entire Torah is
comprised of Names of Hashem (see Zohar HaRadosh 2:87, Parashas Yisro,
and Ramban’s Introduction to Bereishis ). The Chachamim of the Kabbalah
are aware of “secrets” in every letter of Torah Shebichsav, which have not
bg_en revealed to ordinary mortals. The Neviim were aware of these “secrets”
and they handed them down to their talmidim. This is actually the meaning
of the word “Kabbalah,” something received ish mipi ish — through word of
mouth, going back to tHe Neviim, So therefore, the words of Torah Shebich.
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sap are called 30w, because they contain hidden references to HaKadosh |
Baruch Hu. ’ i

NN > — “and students of Your Torah.” We ask that we be

successful in learning and knowing Your Torah, referring to Torah Shebe'al
Peh, the Oral Law. JL" :
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The third berachah is:

«51N7IN N 1Y 1N DY N 13 N3 WK — Who selected us from all the
nations and gave us His Torah. This means that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has
selected us, Am Yisrael, as the beneficiary of His gift, in7im, which He did not
give to any other nation. While the nations of the world were also given laws,
such as the seven Noahide mitzvos, and even had derech eretz, with its lofty |
concepts of middos tovos, which was 7R myTR (preceded Torah), befitting |
the human being who was created b'tzelem Elokim (in the image of God),
they were, nevertheless, not given the special gift of His Torah. With Matan
Torah (the Giving of the Torah) at Har Sinai, with all its ramifications, the
Jewish people received not only a “code of laws” but concurrently,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu infused the Jewish neshamah with a special kedushah.
(holiness). The Toras Hashem was put into our system Eg_g_if_t_tgﬁ'lgf_(i@sh
BaLruch Hu to elevate the nishmas Yisrael (Jewish ﬂl)' .

78 -» RAV SCHWAB ON PRAYER

-~

P

This is what is meant when Chazal tell us that while a Jewish embryo is
developing inthe womb, a malach (angel) teaches it the entire Torah (Niddah

30b). So when the child is born, he or she, as a part of the Jewish nation, Kl:al
Yisrael, already has the kedushas nishmas Yisrael. This, then, is what is
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Moy Y0 (oIM3 - nnRA :MPRa nw ¥R AMnn nbapa mm
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WY Y A KPS AW N YD WAN LM A8 W WK DX Y

NR_H3p) PO 17 TAYRI T PXILD TNRY IR 9D WMV IR0
INewy WM >B% R Y3 s amna nbap .amna 19w p&nn#
Seaw M n7anb ovn mYa [y /a pmna phn Yavp Yrpem
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meant by this berachah, and why it is called Moy n71wn, the most
levated of the TN N33, We recognize the unigueness of this dift, in that |
'Hakadosh Baruch Hu has selected us, Klal Y@‘fsrgel_,'to_ receive this special gift
of Torah with which He has infused our neshan . After Matan Torah we’
became a different nation than we were before. Qur souls were infused with

the holiness of Torah.
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2§ An Investment of Serious Tefilah

 The Mishnah Berurah writes (47:10), “The zefilos of the father
- gnd the mother should always be fluent in their mouths, davening

that their children should learn Torah, that they should be rzad-
oHikim and have good midos. They should concentrate particularly
during the berachah of ‘Ahavah Rabbah’ and in Birchas Hatorah
{ when they say, ‘May we and our descendants learn Torah, and)

also during ‘Uva Lewzion’ when they say, ‘In order that we should
«wot toil in vain nor give birth ro confusion.” v

DParents have to become accustomed to davening for good chil-
dren until these tefilos stream from their mouths with great flu-
ency; Chazal inserted these pleas in different parts of the tefilos so
that we come back to them again and again. :

This is at the heart of success in chinuch. Tefilah! A faithful Jew
knows that everything is in the hands of the Ribono Shel Olam.
A faithful Jew rejects the idea of kochi ve otzem yadi, that his own
power and strength alone can bring the desired results. If you
think your wisdom and cleverness will guarantee you success in
Esing_ your children, you are as.guilty of kochi ve'otzem yadi as
if you thought that making millions in business is entirely within
your own grasp. But if you understand that there is no kocki

Ejgrzem yads here, if you understand that you have to daven for
the success of your children — “always,” as the Mishnah Berurah
writes — then you have a chance to be a successful parent. If you
approach your zefilos with the proper gravity and appreciation of

their critical importance, then you have a reasonable expectation -

'gf bringing up fine and worthy children. All the parenting tech-
niques cannot compare to a single heartfelt zefilah.

i Glt is like everything else in life. We have to make a normal
o -
hishtadlus, a_normal effort toward achieving our goals, but we
vorye . . . .
have to realize that the actual achievement of those goals is entire-

ly in the hands of the Ribono Shel Olam. Without tefildh it will

not work, and the more intense and sincere the tefilah the better |

your prospects for success will be.

. The Chazon Ish writes that it is well understood that our efforts
in business are no more than Aishtadlus and that we do not deserve
any credit for our success. It is the same in spiritual matters as
well. Whatever we may accomplish is all from the Ribono Shel

Olam, and what we do is no more than Aishtadlus. When we make

" the effort and demonstrate that this is what we want, the Ribono”

Shel Olam has mercy on us ‘and makes it happen. In effect, our

hishtadlus is like a tefilah. That is how it works. It follows, there-

fore, "ghat if hishtadlus id effective because it resembles tefilab,

" ctual explicit zefilih should be even more effective. i
\-f‘)» Ihét’s how it is in chinuch as well. If parents are successtul,
" t's not because they were so wise and so clever. It’s because the
Ribono Shel Olam gave them the gift of success. And if they fail
it’s not because they didn’t read enough books or attend enough
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classes. It’s because the Ribono Shel Olam withheld from them
the gift of success. If you want success, you have to ask for it. That
_is the most effective thing you can do. You have to daven with
all your heart. Then the Ribono Shel Olam will send you success
along many different avenues. He may arrange the circumstances
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of your child’s life to be influential in a very positive way. He
may lead you to the right methads and strategies that are perfectly

¥

even more important, as long as you daven for it.

o

PN, WOMT 12 NAYNAA 12105 100 N1 PTRYNM oYM o 11y X9 1OX1

.a?ﬂ PR1YN1 1M1 AN KW TNINT NOYY Mot Yo

1\'(031131 K7 nmiw 002 D7TRIY UKW PY9ITR 'R prinnay 1b w_1pIom

suited to your child. There is no limit to the number of ways He (D373 9019 ptAnm _pomnTy w191 19 mwna amosas e %Y wpab
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