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candles become accidentally extinguished, they do not
have to berekindled as long as they were initially prepared
properly? )
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The Gemara (Shabbos 21a-b) indicates that when the candles
are properly prepared,'® a9 pwpy yx npap — if they became
“extinguished [accidentally], one is not obligated to [rekindle]
‘them. However, in light of the fact that the entife purpose of ner
Ghanukah is to get others to see the candles, thereby causing
pirsumei nisa, it seems strange that this is the halachah (see
Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 673:2, and Mishnah Berurah
there). Logically, the obvious course would be to rekindle the
candles, so that others could “see it, and pirsumei nisa could
be accomplished,'® yet this is not required. Since this appears
9 counterintuitive, a deeper examination is necessary to uncover
the reason why the halachah was constructed this way and to
understand the message Chazal are hinting at here. ‘

M e

185. Meaning that at the time of the lighting all the conditions necessary for the candles to burn
ar the minimum required half hour after the stars appear were in place. In other words, (1) enough
off was in the menorah (or the wax candles were long endtigh) to last for that length of time, and
.2} the menorah was lit in a place where it was safe from being extinguished (i.e., not near an open
windoWon a-windy night). (See Shulchan Aruch, Ordch Chaim 675:2.)

i66. In truth, it is appropriate to rekindle the candles S‘except on Shabbos, of course), but
Joing so is not required by halachakh.
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Every Jewish soul possesses a pintéle Yid (little Jew), a pure and
‘ugtouched Jewish spark that can never be extinguished. Chanukah
s,\(;tgaches that the pintele Yid is always accessible and awaiting our call. One
i only needs to access the light within to.grow and be inspired. After all, 3
it only takes the light of one candle to dispel the darkness in an entire
~ room. It is through this eternal light that we have continued to survive
i both individually and as a nation, gnd it ivé‘s through its small remnant
“V"his‘pa{k that the Jewish people overcame the Yevanim and the miracle
of Chanukah occurred. As it says in Maoz Tzur: D) NY¥3 D3RP I
D9 — And from the remnant of the flasks, a miracle was wrought for
the Roses [i.c., the Jewish people].! '
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CHANUKAH

Rooberds

they could succeed in Tn1n orowny and prevent Jews from
learning Torah, then hopefully intellectual supremacy would
pass to them. ’

With this intention, the menorah in the Beis HaMikdosh
became a prime target. The Greeks knew full well that the me-
norah was no ordinary candelabra. It was not a secret that its
light symbolized the flame of Torah, as expresse##in the words
M nnm myn 3. The menorah’s seven branches alluded to

“the seven branches of worldly knowledge, all of which are to
>be found in the profundity of Torah. Furthermore, by kindling
© it in the Beis HaMikdosh, the menorah generated outpour-

ings of Divine wisdom from Abgye which cascaded on to klal
Yisroel and enlightened their receptive minds above par.

Our Sages record that it was not long before the Greeks
declared onax on 925 yPr NMIN PYVIN DN DX 1T ¥ ANN MNN

<‘Q'nmn npbT M N — the Jews practice one particular ritual, )

lighting their candelabra, and if we can halt this performance,
their intellectual superiority will also come to an end. ymy
oInwn 3 whvy, they immediately proceeded to defile all the
sacred oil in order to put the menorah out of action.
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9. Shedding Light on Human Nature
It is possible to discerna further crucial lesson ip the mi

: Greece was keenly interested with the study of n%
Indeed, everything natural was celebrated, and the laws of nat}j.re WEYE
held to be immutable. R’ Yitzchak Hutner! explains that an important
corollary of this view is that man himself is ultimately part of the nat-
ural world, and as such, he too cannot overcome his nature. Essentially,
this brings us back to the question as to whether man is f:\n “ox wit.h m AT PSS M TRWRS MEnAY

_ a horn or without one. The view of the Maccabees: whic.h is the basis s e D Yoy Sah DR TR MW T S ——
of the Torah, is that man has the ability to rise above his nature, and - *533 Yy PRV TS o3 e TP AR *

indeed is required to do so. ' VDM FPWRR AN TN ARG 78 Spaw mn nhaps AN ven
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10. The Gift of Chanukah: A Mezuzah for the World Outside ' ’ : .
The Gemara states that the correct location for the menorah is on the_ B POR W BIREN Y e = ¢ ’ |
left-hand side of the door, opposite the mezuzah. The Chidushei Harim | g ° »
comments that although when one enters the house, the mezuzah is ‘ o S
on his right and the menorah is on the left, when one leaves the house ’ - o - o
: (1\3) DNoIN T PIND Ok QY

and goes out into the world, it is the menorah which is on his right. >
Pun” Sw  own Jow nnRm

s This means that the menorah is actually a kind of mezuzah as one enters > N Pwon RIMY AT P 9y mm

from one’s house into the outside world. As one lfeaves .the sanct.uary PrY1 T oY ;W mwInnm
of a Jewish home and enters a world where man is typically depicted 'tDTL-—lrJ YR Dnoa oy mwTy

as being no more than the sum total of his natural drives, it is crucial Spw KB TP R 290 NPnIod
to take with us‘the lesson of the menorah, that in fact man is infinitely ' 99391 MINTY WK 1910 11 MK T
more than that. ' L ’ M INNRn PP MY Yann
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200 o INSIDE CHANUKAH
A\

8
— . nonn | ax
Ner Chanukah symbolizes the light of Torah. The greatness of Torah
is that it is Godly wisdom, superior to all other chochmos (wisdoms) of
the world. Aq essential difference between pursuits in Torah and other
wisdoms can be explained as follows: When pursuing other wisdoms,
a person exerts himself in order to come to some tachlis (goal or end),
and to reach an understanding of the essence of something.If, however,
one does not attain the sought goal, all his efforts are often considered
for naught and all the time spent on it wasted. Qther wisdoms are
primarily result-oriented, such that recognition of accomplishment is
only achieved if the end goal is reached.
Not so with Torah. When a“person exerts himself in Torah -
lishmah (for its sake alone), Hashem has simchah (joy) and
nachas (pleasure) from even the effort and toil, notwithstanding
the fact that the person may or may not have attained the level
of true understanding that he was pursuing. Succinctly put,

PP 325 o) X2 Y"1 1mon 1 Hnaw
= DWTPN WTIp N7an 5p na ynw Y11 i
X27p KIARD 19IXT N°D0 ¥ N Ninw
nav-bo3) "PWWT M7 IR NIIIRD
2P0 DMTPAW T2 M0 (G mK T mNn
12771 D190 012 D1 D ey awas
J1oun Yw ot Yy 1oun o mYh onw
3 TTNNN M WAnY T

MR ow) AN FPOM NIT MANT D Sy
17 WRINWT P A1-DYON 73 (n3
JNNN na oun 0 Yy oo Yy
D1TA D P YW mw nX ow 1o
T N DDA R P 3 i nnn ey
N3 YW TNWAT DR YmwY 1otw 11wmnﬂﬁ
TNYw Dnymn Sy omonoa om Yy
191 D22 DI NN MY DRIMwa

recognition for Torah study is primarily based on the exertion itself.
Accomplishment is secondary, and in the hands of Hashem.

The halachah is 7% P3Py Y& NNay — if they became extinguished
[accidentally], one is not obligated to [rekindle] them, because of
thisidea. And whatbetter place to embed this message about Torah
than in the mitzvah of ner Chanukah, which symbolizes Torah!
Chazal are teaching that even if the light becomes extinguished,
meaning that even if one'is unable to reach the desired point of

- clear understanding of an idea in Torah, or the point of being
able to explain and illuminate Torah ideas for others, px nn32
n9 PPy — there is no need to worry. Hashem’s scorecard, so to
speak, counts one’s exertions, and the toiling Torah student is
considered (and receives reward) as if h;ﬂiluminated the world
with- Torah and knowledge of Hashem. .
‘;&/1\& person should not be discouraged *from undertaking
. spmething justbecause he does not see himself succeeding or even .
completing the task. Nor should a person become dejected if his
eforts do not result in an anticipated goal. Hashem des not expect
absolute success, but only that we do our best, and He will do the i
rest. As it says in Maseches Avos (2:16), X9) ,‘ﬁmb NINIRD TIY XY
nypR YVINT PIN Y3 Npx — It is not your responsibility to finish the
work, but you are not free to desist from it either.
(See Bnei Yissaschar, Ma;imarei Chodshei Kislev-Teves 3:11)
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The Gemara challenges R’ Yochanan’s teaching:
N 1iwY3 PYEn nawn e PRy — And is it so that the
ministering angels do not know Aramaic? xun — But it

i was taught in a Baraisa: wp man bip na yow b i e
_'pkﬂmx KAMY DWIPT — YOCHANAN THE KOHEN GADOL' HEARD A
. HEAVENLY VOICE emanating FROM THE HOLY OF HOLIES PRO-
CLAIMING, ,N13iuix’ X37p XmaxY ¥o1e1 X0 1Y) — “THE YOUNG
MEN WHO WENT TO WAGE WAR IN ANTIOCH'®! HAVE BEEN VICTORI-
L OUS”®  npyn W) — AND THERE WAS ANOTHER such INCIDENT
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