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104 INSIDE CHANUKAH

. The Torah readings for the days of Chanukah are taken from Parashas

Naso, and describe, one by one, the korbanos (offerings) brou
b;Lthe nasi (prince) of each tribe for the chanukas haMishkan, the
inauguration of the Tabernacle in the desert. The Torah reading
for the last day of Chanukah ends with a tally of all the offeringg -
brought. Since that section begins with the words navan non r
(zos chanukas haMizbeiach) — This was the dedication of the Altar

(Bamidbar 7:84), and sineé it is the Torah reading for the last day of

Chanukah, the last day of Chanukah is called “Zos Chanukah.*
B (Sefer HaTodauh, vol. 1, p. 342)

. The last day of Chanukah is referred to as Zos Chanukah, which

literally means “this is Chanukah,” because the eighth day
encapsulates within itself the essence of the entire Chanukah. See
1.26 for elaboration.

T

;\ because the eighth day is the essence of Chanukah.

All of the previous seven days of Chanukah build up to the

eighth, such that this last day contains within it all the happiness,
salvation, praise, thanksgiving, spiritual energy, and, quite literally,

all of the light of all eight days of Chanukah combined (as there are -

eight candles on the eighth night, one corresponding to each night),
Since the first seven days of Chanukah parallel Sukkos (see 1.18),
the eighth day of Chanukah similarly parallels-Shemini Atzeres
?the “eighth day” of Sukkos), which contains the essence of all the
holidays that preceded it (the atonement of Rosh HaShanah and

Yom Kippur, as well as the joy of Sukkos).'® Thus, Zos Chanukah

encapsulates a all that Chanukah  represents, and it therefore shines
the brightest of all the days of Chanukah
Why is this so?

- As we know, Chanukah is all about the number eight. Throughout

Chanukah, we work up to eight with €xcitement and. enth\1§1asm

each night, but nothing compares to actually experiencing thé
strength of eight when it arrives. What is eight? It is the next step

after seven, which represents nature, as the world was created
in seven days and then was set into its recurring natural seven-

day cycle of the week. Eight represents eternity and transcending

nature. It characterizes taking the step from seven to eight. Eight is

the number of days following birth when a baby boy receives a bris
milah. He first lives the initial seven days of his life, and then, by

advancing from day seven to eight, transcends nature by havinga

bris milah, which represents a surpassing of the natural boundaries

of this world, by elevating all that one does-to the higher spiritual

plane of avodas Hashem (service of Hashem).

VY2 DPON NIZTWN IR0 NaY — For on it [Shabbos] He
[Hashem] rested from all His work that Hashem created to make
(Bereishis 2:3). The phrase created to make is peculiar. If Hashem
created, why would He create to create again? HaRav Yosef Ber
Soloveitchik (Halakhic Man [Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication

%ndpsmn of the story of Creation, the Torah says, 125

¢ Society, 1983], p. 101) explams that Hashem set the entire natura1§

i

<world in place at Creation, but left it to man to take creation to the~

next level. The work was not complete by the seventh day, | because

_‘?lt would be mans task to complete it by taking the next step from

day seven to day eight, through elevating nature to spmtual helghts
Being eight days, Chanukah is about reaching beyond the natural
order in our spiritual aspirations. The first seven days are preparation
to take that step, and the eighth day is actually taking the step!

~ The Yevanins philosophy focused on the number seven,
Taking the step to eight was objectionable to them, because it
would mean admitting that there is a higher wisdom than thelrs
Such acknowledgment would brmg with it the respon81b1hty that
comes with recognizing Hashem in the world and would_place
their superiority second to a higher Divine - authority. Although this
reality was the truth, they did not seek the truth, but only supremacy
and the universal acceptance of their philosophies that they, in their
hedonistic and self-serving way, felt should be the way of life of
the entire world. As such, they strove to keep Haghem out of the
picture, and stalled society at the number seven by worshlpmﬁ the
perfectlon of nature (in the absence of the concept of Hashem), and
Ly glorifying the human body andpform as the ultlmate pggfgc_‘gon

i
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This is why they detested and outlawed bris milah on the penalty
of death, and even unfortunately influenced many assimilated Jews
into undoing their bris milahs, through painful surgical procedures
(see Sefer HaMaccabim I 1:15; see also Josephus, Antiquities of the
Jews, book 12, ch. 5).1% To them, a bris was a m.lltilation of the body,
but to a Jew, it is the perfection of the body and the completion of
crgation. Itis the part of the creation of the human body that Hashem
left for us to complete on the eighth day.

The Yevanim also sought 3p3wn prwawny, to make us forget the
Torah, because the Torah is the ultimate tool through which we
can transcend nature, as it was given to us at Sinai after a period o
seven times seven (forty-nine) days (of the Omer) following thg
Exodus from Egypt, In other words, it was given on the ultimate

cighth day, transcending the pinnacle of nature (seven times
seven), and thxs is why the Yevanim attacked it,

)
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Zos Chanukah is the essence of all of Chanukah because to
know what Chanuka"l is all about is to know that zos, thlS, the
elghth day of Chanukah i hat ukah is elght dags) is what

*Chanukah means. It is our answer to the affront and challenge of
Yavan. It is the day on Wthh we t:ke all the lessons of the first seven )

days and 1mp1ement them by ‘moving f forward and leaping to the /
transcendence of the eighth day. It is therefore a day that contains,
the combined spmtual energy of all the days of Chanukah, such

wk that the potential for perSonal spiritual growth on the eighth day of
Chanukah is heightened. It is an opportunity to be taken advantage -

of to the fullest, and not to be missed!

(Sefer HaTodah, vol. 1, p. 342; A.PS.}

(4 " Parshas Vayeishev - Chanukah 5775 | 1
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The Gemara (Berachos 30a) explains that while davening, a
person should direct his thoughts toward Eretz Yisrael, toward
Yerushalayim, toward the Beis HaMikdash, toward the Kodesh
Halodashim and toward the “kapors”: nN pamsnSxw? Yo mem”
e pipy nsy — thus, all Jews are directing their thoughts to
a éingle location. This teaches us that Yosef HaTzaddik prayed.
regularly toward a particular window in his master’s house
— which faced toward Yerushalayim, the Beis HaMikdash,lthe

Kodesh HaKodashim and the “kapores.” Therefore, his father’s
likeness appeared to him in the very same window that he
aiways prayed toward. This concludes his holy Eemarks.

Yosef’s Difficult Ordeal Occurred
on the Eighth Day of Chanukah

In honor of the auspiciously approaching eight days of
Chanukah, I was struck by a wonderful and novel idea, based
on a tremendous chiddush that I learned from the teachings of

! the Imrei Noam (Zos Chanukah). Yosef’s ordeal with his wife’s
master concerning matters of kedushah, and the appearance of
hts\father's image in the window, occurred on the eighth day of
Ch;nukah — commonly referred to in our holy sefarim as nxr”
“moun — “Zos Chanukah.” He writes:

MM A9NR NXT SoYa 2 AmY we L InoRYR My navan N13M poes”
nEImt na oy o 94w [onna Yoo atm nernwn el on
J“pr P TS NUMDYY NaYAY, U9 NURE T 1 NoNTR

The passuk states that “he entered the house to do his

# werk.” We can suggest that this took place on the evening
» of “Zos Chanukah” based on the following allusions from the
passuk: (1) The eighth of the “midos harachamim” is 1"en 7“2

(412), which possesses the same numerical value as the word

n“a (house), (2) the word 1noxbn (“his work”) possesses the

s-a—me numerical value as m“sun réxr (497) and (3) the word

N néreyd (“to do”) possesses the same numerlcal value as n“1 1w

(807 meaning olive oil.

According to the Imrei Noam# allusions, we can interpret
the passuk as follows: “naxbn mwy’ nman " — “He entéred s
" the house to do his work” — he entered the house to perform’
the holy task of lighting the Chanukah candles; this occurred on
the eighth day of Chanukah, as a'luded to by the word 1naxm,

which equals #“s1n n“sr. Hence, in the merit of the mitzvah of

lighting the Chanukah candle, he merited safeguarding from the
perfoxmnmfjn_ammh__mmmnmb_thﬂ_nmmf

(Koheles 8, 5): “y1137 p1 XY mgn mw” — one who observes a
mitzvah will know no evil.
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‘ © “This coincides amazingly with what the Megaleh Amukos on
Vaeschanan writes (252): 7 momw 1“0 R™M1m95 NI DUS10IR"
“ND1 RIS 19 03 K1Y 11--o“spwR (Antiochus) possesses the
same numerical value as 7'ov (Yosef); he was 11 791 (the
King of Greece), which also possesses the same numerical
value as n“e1 (156). The great RabB} of Ropshitz, zy”a, explains
in Zera Kodesh (Chanukah fifth night) that the klipah of Yavan
(GreeceT’ involves immorality--transgressions in matters of

'V“‘:kedushah-—as explained by Rashi (Shabbas 23a). It is precisely
for this reason that they abolished the mitzvah of milah. Hénce,
the kedushah of Yosef HaTzaddik, the representative of the
attribute of “yesod,” counteracted the klipah of Yavan — which
attempted to breach and destroy Yisrael's barriers in matters of
kedushah. ’

_—

” He points out that the klipah of the Greek regime stood

diametrically opposite Yosef’s attribute of kedushah. It was

for precisely this reason that the Greeks outlawed the mitzvah

__? of “milah” which represen ir_goal was .

to intensify and enhance the klipah of immorality — “ervas
ha'aretz”; whereas Yosef accomplished just the opposite. _!'-[e
personally avoided immorality, even though he found himself in .

Mttzrayim, “ervas ha'aretz,” the hotbed of immorality.
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It seems obvious that these words of the great Rabbi of i“(’ Now, as we know, we follow the view of Beis Hillel (Shabbas
Ropshitz, zy”"a, in Zera Kodesh are the source for whaf his 21b). Every night, we add an additional candle. Thus, during
outstanding talmid, the great Rabbi of Sanz, zy”a, writes in the eight days of Chanukah, we light 1% (36) candles. [This
Divrei Chaim (Chanukah): IR 9Y ARMIAR KR 1P ARG T ;;:::;Se 1:)0: :;:l;’:i thehtSh?szh Wwhich is lit each night|
“17 aTy's 7Y 92§D NITIAD TUITMOIN T TR N1 mror — it is known Vosef exporienced t}sne nolfdea‘]) :lt;n;kah“ ‘naun AR — when
that the klipah of Yavan is the one that covers (conceals) the already Fuished Tighting all Birey-s lzhmas;(erhs wife, he had
“Bris”; hence, the King of Yavan, v“>vuax, possesses the same then is the allusior. Ch 8 l ty-six Chanukah candles. This
numerical value as 7ow; for, they oppose each other. P ion Chazal provided for us with the statement:

w—r 5 TITNS i AN PEN DY EET INRD 1YY TmNe. They specifically

employ the word 1% alluding to the 1 (36) candles, which he lit

~that night in the window. Additionally, the word for “window”.

-~ Y"n — is an acronym for mawn M Y1y — thirty-six
and subdued the klipah of y1» 7%m by means of the power of Chanykah candles. -

. _fhe_ kedushah of a1 — both possessing the same numerical - ‘ §
value. It turns out, therefore, that Yosef shares a part in the =
Chashmonaim's victory over the Greeks. This being the case, it
is entirely fitting for him to fulfill the mitzvah of “hadlakas ner

Accordingly, we#can suggestlghlat is the reason why Yosef
-lit Chanukah candles; because the Chashmonaim defeated

We can now delight in the fact that we have gained a deeper
appreciation of the wonders of Hashem. We have learned that

Chanukal.” Thus, we find that the following statement in the
Gemara applies to Yosef (Pesachim 25b):- xgma Y X3 a1 0"

“mm% — on the one hax{d, Yosef and his kedushah had a profound

influence upon the Chashmonaim; adhering to his kedushah
enabled them to defeat the Greeks. On the other hand, by
fulfilling thé mitzvah of "hadlakas ner Chanukah,” he derived
moral strength from their kedushah, enabling him to remain
steadfast in his kedushah in Mjtzrayim.

«

)]
Lj) < 191 Is an Acronym for nou‘'n n1na 19 S

We have now been enlightened as to why the visage of his
father appeared to Yosef specifically in the window. For, we have
learned in the Gemara (Shabbas 21b): rtreamy misn moun az s un”
“magnf MYAY N1RDR 1PMS AR aPa 97 1 BN, YInan s nna by
— the Rabbis taught that it isfa mitzvah to place the “ner
Chanukah"” at the doorway to one’s house, on the outside;
however, if one lived in an upper chamber, he should place
it in the window adjacent to the public domain. With this in
mind, we can humbly suggest a novel explanation. When in his
master’s house, Yosef HaTzaddik lit the Chanukah lights in the
window of his room; clearly, he ¢ould not light them outside the

. doorway of his Egyptian master’s house. In his own room, he

@

could make the excuse that he merely wanted to illuminate the
room and the window seemed a good place to him.

Upon further .consideration, this coincides very nicely
with the Maharid’s explanation that this window faced the
pl;c‘e of the Mikdash and this was Yosef’s designated place
to pray. Accordingly, we can postulate that this is why Yosef
s;becifically chose this spot to light his Chanukah candles; for it
faced the Mikdash and commemorated the miracle that HKB"H
was destined to perform on behalf of the Chashmonaim in the

I{iprchestrated events so that Yosef HaTzaddik, the epitome of
the attiibute of “yesod,” would be tested on the eighth day of
Chanykah. Seeing as the eighth day of Chanukah corresponds
to the eight days of milah, it was appropriate that Yosef be tested
.on that day specifically. By withstanding this ordeal, he became
the representative and paradigm for the attribute of “yesod,”
and paved the way for all of Yisrael to‘rgaﬁaﬁﬁmn
this. manner. The Midrash expresses this fact as follows (V.R.
32, 5): mx amisra YRwe 1ran mwn g MY A1 BIRRY T AP
“170 99 SRIWY SNAY EPS MY T M ORTS KX 93 KR ran--Yosef
went down to Mitzrayim and guarded himself ag;rlst

sexual immorality; in his merit, Yisrael were able to guard
themselves. Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said: “The guarding
againstimmorality alone was sufficient cause for Yisrael to
be redeemed.”

S

Thus, we can interpret the events as follows. Yosef lit the
eight €hanukah lights in the window of his room facing the '
loca ion of the Mikdash; he did so to celebrate the fact that the
C@monalm would establish the eight days of Chanukan in the
fyture to commemorate the miraculous occasion of their ability to
resume the observance of the mitzvah of milah on the eighth day.
Therefore, his father’s image appeared to him in the very window
that he lit the candles, in order to extend kedushah to him from

‘the eighth day of Chanukah corresponding to the mxtzvah of milah

— which has the power to weaken the yetzer of lust and desire
and to imbue a person with the kedushah of the “Bris”

e

Further on, the Imrei Noam (ibid.) introduces a tremendous

fkdash — enabling them to kindle the menorah with pure oil.

The Chashmonaim would institute the kindling of these
lights in the future to commemorate their victory over the
Greeks, which prevented them from corrupting the kedushah

~Of Yisrael. Seeing as the visage of his father Yaakov appeared

' in order to save him from a transgression of kedushah with his

Jt

master’s wife, it appeared to him specifically in the window

that he lit the Chanukah lights. Similarly, inthe merit of Yosef’s

exemplary kedushah, the Chashmonaim were able to overcome
the Greeks, as implied by the Megaleh Amukos's allusion:
7“ow possesses the same numerical value as 1 9. Thus, as
explained above, Yosef influenced the miracle of Chanukah with
his kedushah and in return also received kedushah from that
miracle, which enabled him to conquer his yetzer.

chiddush. When the passuk in our parsha states (37, 3): oxwer
“EU08 NS 17 w1 D RITRAPY 1 55 123 991 AR AN 3 — now Yisrael
loved Yosef more than all his sons, since he was a%hild of his
old age; and he made him a fine woolen tunic — it is alluding

@ to the fact that Yaakov Avinu transmitted to Yosef the secret of

the thirty-six Chanukah candles. Here are his sacred words:

14y mawyy AT, TN 1Y BT 1Y IR, A NYTORA KT BT 148 e

W02 1% 120 93 NS PRYTIRY N9 (W INDS 191 KEPY N N

o W 1wy meen e wph WY NU31 151 N 3PP 3 I DU A Koanw
RGO E PR IR w*::i: 13 wN .. Aa1m Y TN X Lndr 1w

The numerical equivalent of the words x“w1 o“upr 13 ¥ |

equals n“wn {301);:.the word 1> alludes to the 36 candles; )
" the words 1% n“ey1 (417) equal n“1 (olive). Thus, we have

an allusion here to the “shemen zayit” (olive oil) used to
kindle the 36 candles during the days of Chanukah. This
is inherent in Rashi’s comment where he cites the passuk:
w7 1wy nva1 e s apyr nva rom. The words wpY 1wy equal Taw

n1... This is the Chanukah light . .. which serves to subdue

the force of Eisav and his entire: entourage.
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Thé Beis Yosef asks why Chazal established eight days of Chanukah, -

P
-

[N

when it seems that Chanukah should have been only seven days,
bec¢ause there was enough oil for one day and thus the miracle

- seemingly only occurred on the next seven days (see section 5 for
elaboration). One of the answers proffered to this question is that
since the Yevanim specifically outlawed the mitzvos of Shabbos,
Rosh Chodesh, and bris milah, Chanukah was established for eight

T
days, because within the eight-day period beginning on the 25" of

Kislev, there falls at least one Shabbos? one Rosh Chodesh (Tevesi3

D TD R ONR Y0 ovnwn my
T_0va LaYn na Ywornwn .
/02227 NP NX onbnv Yw payn p

120 IR Yo% wr noun YW srnwn ova

and the possibility of a bris milah on the eighth day (for aboyborn on

22.0% 1oy ,a%1 0w Yom my otk

the first day of Chanukah), Chazal therefore specifically established
Chanukah for eight days to highlight the fact the Yevanim were

. unsuccessful in abolishing these three mitzvos, and most specifically

19 MXA NI 2bn v omorn

9

bris milah (see section 5, answer 19). This idea would have been
obscured if €hanukah were any number of days other than eight

because it would have lost the symbolism of bris milah.

Wh

wEp TN

commanding Avraham Avinu to perform the mitzvah of

bris milah (the first bris milah in’history, and thus the standard-
i beafer for the mitzvah), Hashem said, »)2 »wwn 9n 3 nd *
*‘\;g-b:‘: D22 9N ,PInx YN P opray — This (zos), [ie., the

you, and between [Me and] your descendants after you; you shall
circumcise every male (Be@eishis 17:10). We see from here that the

Chanukah completes the allusion to the three mitzvos by bringi
in bris milah, and is thus (according to the above answer to 't
¢ Beis Yosef’s question) only celebrated because. of bris milah, t}
\ eighth day is called “Zos Chanukah,” to hint to thezos of Avraham's.
/\bg_s ‘milah. In other words, Zos Chanukah means “this day, too, is
Chanukah, because of zos” — i.e., because of bris milah. ;

fmld)

¥

word zos refers to bris milah. Therefore, because the eighth day of

L

el

(Sefer VeDibarta Bam, Chanukah, p. 182; see also Bnei Yissaschur,";

Maamarei Chodshei Kislev-Teves 4:88)
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