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Rabbi Yehudah used to express them with an abbrevi,. :

tion:
DeTzakKh (blood, frogs, lice)
ADaSh {beasts, cattle plagne, boils}
BeAChaB

thail. locusts, darkness, first-born)

R. keshas W
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DTLACH, ADASH,

Thus did ;(ath Judah abbreviate the list of plagoc. by cheir m: Tais;

a5 the sages say, " A man should always teach his pupils to be prccnsc

Another reason for :
ever speak in fine language,” ag it is said:
(»f subtlecy  The Torah spesks in circumlocutivn, ssying

is ot clean,” sather then an unclean defiled beast. Our s

Cy e Lok ﬂm Boysodel

@R’ Aharon Kotler offered an answer to this questig;l. The Midrash makes the
following comment on the verse, §'all the wonders that ! have placed in your hand*”
(Shemas 4:21): *This refers to the staff, upon which were engraved the abbrevia-
tipn_of the ten plagues (D'tzach Adash, B'achav). God said 1o Moshe, ‘These

bbru latgon may be the requirement, A mun should
“And thou hast choaen a tongue
“y beast which
i3, refersing to

1] "
the gt nf the fourreenth™ said insiead, el Light of “fourceenth.

plagues_which | have placed in your hands -- execute them before Pharach

through this staff.” R’ Aharon explained that this Midrash is based on the opinion -

of R’ Yehudah, who “abbreviated them by their Hebrew initials.” According to the
gther_opinion (the Tanna Kamma in the Haggadah), however, the Flagues were
spelled out in full on the staff, not in abbreviated form, The significanceé of this fact
is that according to the Tanna Kamma the Plagues, having atready been etched into

the staff, were preordained as punishments for the Egyptians, and could not be
averted. According to R’ Yehudah, however, it was only the ten letters of D'tzach,
Adash, B'achav that were engraved in the staff, and the exact identity of each
plague was not predetermined, but_could be altered according to the level of

wickedness or_contrition exhibited by the Egyptians during the course of the

Plagues, That is, ten punishments were indeed designated for the Egyptians, but

the Dalet or Tzadi did not necessarily have to come out as Blood and Frogs, but
could have been something else, more or less severe, with the same initial.

M&r-\ .LD f
Y
There was a logical reason for this. Bach plafiue came because of a particular .

wrong that ihe Egyptians had done. According to Terah law, a person cannot be

Bivern a penalty unless he is warned before the crime. The first two plagues of
each group therefore came after a specific warning.

-

2

The third plague of each group, however, came without warning, Since
Pharach and the Egypbians had hardened their hearts the first two times, and
had ignored God's word, they deserved a third punishment without warning
(Bachya; Akedath Yitzchak, MeBhakesh HaShem).
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Pharaoh was punished for three specific sins. First he had denied the very ex-
istence of God by saying, “Who is God that | should heed His voice?” {Exodus
5:2). Secondly, in implying that he would not abey God, he was stating that
even if God did exist, His realm was in heaven, and He had no authority on
Finally, he said, T do not know Ged, and 1 will not send forth Tsrael” (Phid.)
Here he denied that the God of Israel was unique, Even if Israel had a God, there
were other powers that were equal to Him.

_The first group of plagues, blood, frogs and lYice, therefore, were to
demonstrate the existence of God. Since Pharach considered himgelf the master

: of the Wile, the first plague demonstrated that it was God wha had the ultimate

wer_over_the Nile, even changing § i second plague

chowed living creatures going against their most basic nature, with frogs jump-

ing into burning ovens to fulfill God's word. Fidally, the Ece showed the limita-

tions of the magicians’ powers, until even they had to admit, ’Itis God's finger”
(Exodus 8:15). Eyen they had to admit it was a divine miracle.

e second_gr : easts, plague and beils, were meant to in-

icate that God oversees the lower world as well as the upper spheres. It is He

who_determines what will happen, to every individual, whether it is good or bad.

avoiding the-Goshen district, where the Israelites lived (Exodus 8:18). Similarly,
when the cattle plague struck, nat a single Iscaelite animal died (Exodus 9:7).
The plague of boils struck the miagicians so shrongly that they could not even
stand up in Moses’ presence (Exodus 9:11).

In general, the second three plagues clearly showed that God nat only has
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powet in heaven, but that His ,

He can direct the forces of riature against one person, and not against another,
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f  The third and final set of plagues came to demonstrate that God is unigue
among all the powers in the universe. The two most powerful Egyptian deities
were the sun god and the constellation of Aries, the raih When the plague of
hail struck, all the warmth of the sun was powerless o prevent it. When the
Jocusts came, the Torah explicitly states that “"they covered the surface of the

earth, so that the land was darkened” (Exodus 10:15) blocking out the rays of

the sun. Wiih the plague of darkness, the power of the sun was shown to be
rothing in comparison to Ged's awesome strength.

The death of the first-born came to show the weakness of Aries compared to
God. Arles was considered the first-born of all the signs of the zodiac, and
therefore offered special protection for the first-born. Also, the plague killing
the first-born tock place in the manth of Nissan, which Is deminated by the sign
of Aries,
~® Thus, through the Ten Plagues, it was dearly demonsirated that Pharaoh's

ideas were wrong. Each group of plagues refuted ane of Pharaoh’s three mis-
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taken ideas.
At the beginning of the First triplet of plagues, God said, ““With this you will
/ know that I am God'* (Exodus 7:17). By the first three plagues, the fact of God's

existence would be established. .
b At the beginning of the second triplet. God said that these plagues were com-

ing “so that you may know that | am God tight here on earth” (Exodus 8:18).
These plagues were meant to demonstrate that God's providence directs all
things with an awesome precision. For this reason, these plagues carefully dis-
tinguished between the Egyptians and the Israelites.

Before the third group, God said that the last plagues were coming "'so that

last group would show that there is no other deity, and that both the sy eng
Aries were false gods. This would be the lesson of the last four plagnes—
Rabbi Yehudah therefore broke the Ten Plagues into these three Efoups
Each group was specifically designated to demonstrate a ditferent ruth (Zeugey,
Pesach; Kl Yakar; Alshekh).
4 Rabbi Yehudah's division also indicates that the Ten Plagues were not alf .
itiated by the same person. The first three, blood, Frogs, and lice, were infthteg
by [a symbolic act on the part of] Aaron (Exodus 7:14, 8:1, £:12). They could
not have been initiated by Moses [since they involved harm to the Nile and the
* sand, and both had benefited Moses.] S )

God also knew that the Egyptian occultists would laugh at the first twg
plagues, blood and frogs, since they were able to duplicate them with their es.
oteric arts (Exodus 7:22, 8:3). Since God did not want the Egyplians to lose
respect for Moses, He did not have him initiate these two plagues. God did not
want the Egyptian accultists to ever consider themselves Moses’ equal. [The oc-
cultlsts also tried to duplicate the plague of lice, but here they were unable to do
so (Exodus 8:14).] The first three plagues were therefore initiated by Aaran, who
was Moses’ spokesman {Zevach Pesach). .
;{F'I_'he next three plagues, beasts, cattle plague and boils, were initiated by
Moses. Finally, the last four plagues, hail. Iocusts darkness, and death of the
Firsi-born, were initiated by God Himseli (Seder HaYom; Abudarham).
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2o R, Hhi=de

Closer inspection reveals a correspondence between thege thréé'-i
groups and the three basic aspects of the Egyptian mby whicm*f
be eliminated by the redemption. ns, M35, and 7wy— these were the
components of the affliction that Egypt brought upon Israel {cf, Cony. -
mentary above, 1:14 and 6:6), and in these lay Egypt’s sin. These same’ﬁ_::
condtions — mm, nviay, and "Wy — were now, through the plagues
10 _be brought also upon the Egyptians, to impress upon them thm 3
lording it over this hapless people was without justification, and g
raake them feel upon their own flesh the bitterness of the affliction they
brought upon their victims.

RT, 11, and 713 demonstrated to the Egyptians that they themselves
were merely a#13 in their own land and hence were hardly in a Do_sm_'an
to treat Israel as o3 and deprive them of their rights. i

¥T02, 137, and 72X showed them how illusory were the notio
that had made them feel superior to the people whom they had red:
fo nav.

o3, Pnw, and Jon were oy that made the Egyptians feel wha‘ﬁii?j;
preans to have to submit to a systematic regime of "y,

nmo3_nob concluded the series and finally brought about Israel
redemption. :

% Accordingly, the plagues can be arranged as follows:

P

"ny maay mma
. mm ¥1I02 o7
e 937 7y ‘}f
Ton AR ™3 ) 2
2 M9 nod o

Each of these three groups of plagues was intended to cure the¢:
Egyptians of the delusion that they had the right to_inflict mna, M-
and ¢ upon the Israelites. 727 was to accomplish thig p_ugzﬁﬂ’l’___
demonstrating God’s power over water and land; 071, by demonstrat-;
ing God’s power over the inkabitants who lived on the land; and P"82.
by demonstrating God's power over the atmosphere that _S_U_IIEPB,CLM :
the Jand and its inhabitants. i
O BT, 21, 73 = me. A 1 is one whose residence in a couptry d
upon the goodwill and tolerance of others. EEYPYS self assurands
rived from its river; thanks w the Nile and s _229_11_@__9‘_’.‘?_5@.

Egyptians were arrogant upon their own soil, and they felt superior to
an nation. They even imagined themselves to be independent of
the gifts of heaven, saying: *¥rW¥ 8 »ix % Yechezkel 29:3). By means
of o7 haw, God said to them: T8 *5; If I will it, your river will not only
dry up, but will bring you decay instead of blessings and prosperity,
and it will spew'you out from your land. You yourselves are only g™
apon this land; you will stay on it only as long as that js My Will.

oy non showed that onty by God's decree do the animgls of the
wild (3w = m2w, wilderness) make room for man. God has only to
give the word and the barrier between man and beast will falk, Then
man will no longer be safe evén_in his gwn home, and the beasts will
avoid only the area inhabited by the people whom the Egyptians now
regard as strangers with no civil rights. .

Finally, by sending 112, God showed the Egypiians, to their preat
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shock. that no more than a nod from above was needed to cause a total

upheaval in the country’s climate. Egypt has little precipitation; whatever
moisture it receives comes from the Nile, Thus, the Egyptians had never

seen hail before. Now, suddenly, they see a drastic change in their at- -

mospheric environment, and the first hailstorm they had ever witnessed
comes as an ominous warning that they may suddenly find themselves
living under completely changed climatic conditions. (This explains why
the impending hailstorm was announced to them in these words: *
2% 9 msan Y e nvw ik nxm opsd! [below, 9:14]).) )
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VTR, W, PR = hi7ay. A master who feels that he is superior to
his slaves is laboring under a dual delusion: first, that he belongs to a
superior species; and second, that he is superior by virtue of his power
and wealth, y1ne, frogs, the most timid of creatures, which as 2 rule
hide from man in the marshes and among the reeds, now emerge from
their hiding places and boldly invade the hsbitations of mszn, impu-

dently hopping upon the bodies of the rulers of the land, thus ridding
the high.and_mighty of their notions of superiority by showing that
even the smallest and Jowliest creatures have lost all respect for them.
Then 127 strikes, killing their_horses {Egypt’s pride and renown),
thei?&)Mcamels (the beasts of burden that bear their
possessions), and the cattie and sheep (which represent their true
wealth), Then come nanx, finishing off whatever produce has survived
the hailstorm. :
"B, TV, J0in = "wy. Now the Egyptians learned what it meant to

lead a ife filled with torment, pain and want. This lesson took the form:
of physical pain and torment — the o7, the prw, and the three days. »
of confinement and hunger brought upon Egypt by the Jen. To imprisen*
man, God does not need chains or cages. He confines him in the darle:?
ness of night: he is immobilized and dares not move, he remains rootec
to the spot and goes without food, until God gives him light again.
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