Multifarious Manifestations of Miracle
Chanukah 5783
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PART I: BACKGROUND TO THE MIRACLE

In introducing the festival of Chanukah, the Talmud relates how,
when the Chashmonaim overcame the Greeks and entered the Beis
Hamikdash, they found that the Greeks had contaminated all the oil
in the Sanctuary. After searching the entire premises, they discovered
one jar of oil with the seal of the Kohen Gadol intact, indicating that its
contents were still pure. Although the jar contained only enough oil for
one day, a miracle occurred, and it lasted for eight full days.

A
A

~ tion: Why;v_as there a miracle with the oil at all?
All the miracles the Jewish People experienced until that point were

‘> to help or save them in time of need. What did this miracle “save” us )
{_from? Was it from having to light the Menorah with impure oil? As we
have already mentioned, there is room to say that had no pure oil been

available, impure oil would have been entirely acceptable; and in‘the
event that the impure oil could not be used, then they would simply

be exempt from the mitzvah of lighting the Menorah! Either way, a

__pmiracle would seem to be completely unnecessary. Indeed, isn’t the

entire concept of mitzvos acts that we perform, making the concept of
a “miracle-assisted mitzvah” somewhat antithetical to what mitzvos are

supposed to be?
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ILLUMINATING THE MIRACLE ON THE BATTLEFIELD
The Maharal explains that the central purpose of the miracle with the
oil was not to enable us to perform the mitzvah of lighting the Menorah.

Rather, it was to ensure that we were aware of the fact that the military

: success which we had just experienced was itself a miracle!”® Human
pature is such that while we might be mindful of Hashem if things do
not go our way, asking why He did not help us, we somehow find it easy

to lose awareness of Him when we succeed, comfortably claiming all the

credit. The Torah itself warns against just such a tendency, addressing
the Jewish People as they were about to enter the Land of Israel and
enjoy success there:

A

Lest...your heart become haughty and you will forget Hashem,
your God, Who took you out of the land of Egypt...and you
may say in your heart, “My si‘rength and the might of my hand
made for me all this wealth.” [Rather,] you shall remember
Hashem your God, that it was He Who gave you strength to
amass wealth.™

Upon witnessing their stunning victory against the Greeks, there

may have been the temptation for the Chashmonaim to ascribe it

to superior tactics and human courage alone, failing to recognize
the Divine Hand that had blessed all of the above with success, and
without Whose assistance none of it could have happened. Therefore,

in order to make it clear in no uncertain terms that everything they

had experienced in battle was a miracle, Hashem provided an obvious

miracle in the form of the oil lasting for eight days.’* Moreover, for

purposes of “added illumination,” this second miracle shared a defin- |
*ing characteristic with the first, as they both consisted of an entity ‘n
, achieving cess of pl
\. it capable of: A small band of soldiers defeated a vastly greater army,”

and a jar of oil containing enough to burn only for one day lasted

for eight!'®

3

It is interesting to note that of all the mitzvos that exist m order to

publicize a miracle (pirsumeti nisa), this element is most pronounced in
the mitzvah of Chanukah lights. The lights need to be placed both ini a
location and at a time where others will see them, thereby publicizing
the miracle. Indeed, according to certain authorities, if these conditions
are not met, one does not fulfill the mitzvah at all. Perhaps we can un-
derstand the singular emphasis on pirsumei nisa on Chanukah when we

remember that the miracle of the oil that we are commemorating was
,“@ itself aimed at publicizing a miracle—the miracle of the battle! Therefore,

in addition to the general value of publicizing a miracle, there is an inte-
gral element of publicity that exists as part of our commemorating the

publicizing purpose of this particular miracle!

OIL PLUS BINAH EQUALS EIGHT DAYS
The stanza of Maoz Tzur that describes the events of Chanukah
concludes by saying:

.07 W AP NN MY A A
Men of understanding established eight days for song and
jubilation.

We see that the Sages who instituted the festival of Chanukah are
referred to as “men of understanding” What is the meaning of this
appellation? What exactly did they “understand,” and how is the estab-
lishment of Chanukah a product of that understanding?
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The specific type of understanding denoted by the term binah is

“that of “337 Jinn 937 an—Piscerning one thing from another.” In this

regard, the word nra relates to the concept of “ana—building.” with
one idea serving as the foundation and base upon which another can be

built. In our instance, the Sages pondered one miracle, i.e., the miracle |
7 of the oil, and discerned from it another miracle, i.e., the victory in bat- “;

{.le. Indeed, according to the Pri Chadash,” it is only the last seven days

of Chanukah that commemorate the miracle of the oil, since, as pointed

qut by the Beis Yosef, there was enough oil in the jar to last for one day.”
According to this understanding, the first day of Chanukah celebrates
the miracle of the war.

In light of this, we can appreciate that had the Sages who instituted
Chanukah not possessed the faculty of binah, then Chanukah would not
have been instituted as an eight-day festival, since the obvious miracle

~with the oil only lasted seven days. However, as “b’nei binah—men oflf
%tfl:nderstanding,” they contemplated the miracle of the oil and discern@ )
i, om it that the first day that marks the end of the battle was also a
miracle. The result of this hinah-recognition was an eight-day festival:

“B'nei binah yemei shemonah kavu shir u’renanim!”

RE-KINDLING THE RELATIONSHIP

Taking this discussion one stage further, if recognizing Hashem as
the source of hidden miracles is always important, in this particular
instance it was absolutely vital.

When we consider the miracle of the oil, we will note something very
interesting. While we might be inclined to think that a miracle consist-

ing of oil lasting beyond its natural capacity was unprecedented in the
history of the Beis Hamikdash, upon closer inspectio ill see that

in earlier times a miracle of this nature happened every day.

Although each lamp of the menorah was only filled with enough
oil to burn through the night until morning, the middle lamp would
miraculously continue to burn throughout the next day until the fol-
lowing evening when the time came to light the Menorah again. The

Gemara explains that this miracle was “testimony to the world that the
Divine Presence resides in Israel.”® However, the Gemara elsewhere
states that with a decline of the generations, this miracle ceased.?” The
reason for this is that the degree to which the Divine Presence resides in
Israel depends on the extent to which the Jewish People themselves are

conscious of their connection with Hashem. This awareness was lost in

later generations, and hence the miracle ceased.

Which brings us back to Chanukah.

As we have seen, at the center of the conflict between Israel and
Greece was the demand that the Jewish People “write on the horn of
an ox that they have no portion in the God of Israel” i.e., that they cate-
gorically renounce their connection with Hashem. Understanding that

to comply with this demand would be to undermine the entire meaning

behind our existence as a nation, the Chashmonaim went to war. Upon
‘seeing victory on the battlefield, and having made their way to the Beis
§HamikdashyHashem responded by providing the miracle of the oil. This
: was not a “new” miracle; on the contrary, it was a throwback to earlier

times when the connection between the Jewish People and Hashem

was more visible. With this miracle, Hashem was expressing the very

connection over which they went to war.”®

o

Putting the above two ideas together, we can appreciate how crucial

it was for the Chashmonaim to be conscious of the fact that their mili-

tary victory was also a miracle. Not only is our connection with Hashem

cause over which to go to war, it is that very connection that enabled us

N o win the war in the form of Divine assistance blessing our military ef-

forts! To go to war over the idea that we have a special connection with

Hashem and then to fail to recognize that connection as enabling us to

win the war itself would be an error of epic proportions. Forestalling
such a misconception was an essential part of the miracle of the oil.

¢ The full message of the oil was thus: The Divine Presence resides

@among Israel —wherever they are—not just in the Sanctuary, but also
on the battlefield.
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By the Candles’ Light

“THESE CANDLES ARE holy and we are not permitted to use_
them, only to see them. The candles don't enjoin us to sit
and learn by their light; they don't ask us to elevate ourselves
by taking upon ourselves to pray more or do more chessed —
“only to see them. They only beckon us to see them, to notice |

5 and believe that Hashem is with us, even as we go about our

_ ordinary daily life. Let us share our lives with Him and realizeS
that He is with us, hears us, and understands us even in the
most trivial, inconsequential situations.

The Greeks ordered the Jews to inscribe on the horn of
their oxen that they had no share in the G-d of Israel, chali-
lah. This Greek war is still ongoing. A “Greek” voice inside us
whispers: “You have no share in Hakadosh Baruch Hu. What

;{ you really care about are your own interests, your reputation,
your greed — a successful party, a clean house. Hakadosh Ba-
}uqh Hu is not your top priority!” But we have to be among
the Jews who call out, “Mi laShem eilai! — Whoever is for
Hashem, join me!” I am one of Hashem’s people, even when I
look the way I do. Hashem is with me even in this down-to-
earth situation. I believe in it and I feel it!”

<¥- This is a small flame within the darkness — the flame of
emunah — and as we all know, a little bit of light dispels a
lot of darkness. This flame will be “mosif vholech” — steadily
increasing, like the candles over the days of Chanukah. All
at once, we will sense what is really important to us and dis-
.cover that Hashem's closeness is truly our greatest desire. It's
just that sometimes, amidst the darkness, we forget that.

We ‘re often busy and preoccupied after the Chanukah can-
dles are lit, but let us still stop for a moment of clarity and
realize that even in this ordinary situation, Hashem is with
us, we are close to Him, and He loves us and is waiting for us.

Xours is greater than theirs” — the Chanukah candles are
,, great because they are with us always. They teach us that al- )z
ways, in every situation, Hashem is with us. We have only to /)
Jhote His presence — “only to see them.
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SHEDDING LIGHT ON HUMAN NATURE ‘C\
In concluding our discussion, let us suggest a further crucial lesson " N
in the miracle of the oil. As we know, Greece was keenly interested in = ‘1371727! PR ey o 32

the study of nature. Indeed, everything natural was celebrated, and
_the laws of nature were held to be immutable. Rav Yitzchak Hutner 7MW Arowiw 071y *X3a ¥27 nrw” Xonw L7977 110K WP DR MITIR T
gxplains that an important corollary of this view is that man himself  ,nT937 IXW NI 1AW 12 AW ART) 7AW 72N 9372 AW TNHE 01 ,7oRWa
is ultimately part of the natural world, and as such, he too cannot ; (Y% nynn Yo pYIT Pwnn R
overcome his nature.?® Essentially, this brings us back to the question
as to whether man is an ox with a horn or without one. The view ofg
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i\&he Chashmonaim, indeed, the basis of the Torah, is that man has the 7R D7V RN » ’an °2 - (FWipni A"3 07TRN Y00 WY Yaw
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the confrontation between Greece and Israel ultimately related not only 2HRIYA AW “RPOWR” IR DR 221932 72501 TR RIT 09000 11N 1I8a
to Israel, but also to Greece. Greece’s demand of Israel was twofold:
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1. Renounce your claim to a special connection with the Divine
that makes the Jewish People distinct and accept your place
among the rest of mankind. :
2. Accept our definition of what the rest of mankind is—a beast
without a horn, incapable of rising above his physical nature. 821N T 21232 79 KT 0
79203 712 °9 - Dnayvh vYMBR MYEM RNPE NN A0 N8I 0 81 *
12 nYynbw MpYRY ‘amo™wa PIR MI0W 9o DInrn) 0w on PRI 1ORY
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1. The Jewish People do enjoy a special connection with Hashem.  7minn »127 %5 bw nubmm aapa ®9x ,2own 1732 o°vapnm 0n2mi 071372

2. Mankind in general—including Greece!—is much more than .D°K7230 50w oY1y M1Tan M HbYnYw ‘i NN XY TI0m AnK T
Greece portrays him to be, for every human being has the Divine

faculty of free-will.

e
This brings us to one of the great ironies of our confrontation N
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By the same token, Israel's refusal to accede to this demand was
likewise twofold, stating:

A
with Greece:

o Although officially Greece elevated man’s status by giving un-
limited weight to his intellect and its findings, they ultimately
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ended up limiting him thereby to the results of those findings,
which vield a drastically diminished vision of man.

o In contrast, Israel who attach themselves to and align their

. intellect with the Divinely transmitted wisdom of the Torah,

% receive thereby an infinitely more elevated vision of man’s ca-

pacity and potency. ooub by Do BB (e s bb

Thus, when the Chashmonaim were victorious in battle and made Yo %3 dp POD paw DOWVR3E 00 Wb

their way to the Beis Hamikdash in order to give full expression to their Pop 30 D DIE Y300 P obond prod
victory through the mitzvah of the Menorah, Hashem responded by Preiriky) Dfﬂbﬁﬁ_gb?_ms PB‘ P ® 130 h
providing the ultimate verification of their approach. Greece main- Y9 DD Py (b3 pYTE NES P DB g
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be overcome. By allowing the oil to burn for a miraculously long time, PRIDY DR )Y S ppis Py D Y

Hashem indicated that not only is man unlike the rest of nature in that DPY DD MO B 0 ) TN

*h‘e can overcome his nature in order to do Hashem’s will, ultimately, Mo B ov

gven nature itself is subservient to that will.
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%o Cradads Re Bornsion

The answer is that it depends on the miracle. There are certain mir-
acles that Hashem performed for us in which the spiritual energy was
limited to the episode of delivering the J ewish People at that time. Such
a miracle is celebrated as part of our history, but it does not become a
yearly festival. The criteria for establishing a festival is if the spiritual
light that entered the world at that time impacted that day or days in
the year to the extent that it continues to illuminate them every year.

Purim and Chanukah belong to the latter category. The spiritual light
that originally entered the world to deliver us at that time returns every
year, along with all the original opportunities and possibilities; thus we
say that the miracles and calvations that were wrought “in those days”
continue to veturn “at this time” every year!®
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Chanukah is a time when we strengthen our trust in
Hashem. We come to appreciate that there is nothing that can
prevent Him from saving us from any difficult situation we
may be facing. By studying the incredible miracles Hashem
did for the Chashmona’im, we recognize that these miracles
are a reward for the great bitachon that the Chashmona’im |

{ placed in Him. This strengthens our own resolve to put our £
rust in Hashem during challenging times. ‘
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