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This is the bread of affliction that our fathers ate in
the land of Egypt. Whoever is hungry — let him
come and eat! Whoever is needy — let him corme and
celebrate Pesach! Now, we are here; next year may 5
we be in the Land of Israell Now, we are slaves; next

¢

The Seder is now concluded in accordance with its
laws, with all its ordinances and statutes. Just as

we were privileged to arrange it, so may we merit to
pérform it. O Pure One, Who dwells on high, raise up
the countless congregation, soon — guide the off-
~ shoots of Your plants, redeemed to Zion with glad

year may we be free men!
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Recite three times:

NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM
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We all encounter different situations in life. The story of
yetzias Mitzrayim accompanies us no matter what situation
we find ourselves in — in uplifting times, when we are like
the chacham, the wise son; and also in times of challenge and
weakness, chas veshalom. The central truth — that Hashem
chose us and guides us and that we are His people — remains
with us no matter what.

2

The Haggadah cites the various interpretations of Chazal
on the passuk, “So that you will remember the day of your de-
parture from the land of Egypt..” When does the obligation to
mention yetzias Mitzrayim apply? Ben Zoma explains: “The
days of your life’ refers to the days, [and the additional word]
‘all the days of your life’ indicates the inclusion of the nights”
We must remember that Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim

¢s-and that we are His nation; that is our essence. This knowl-

| edge should accompany us in the “days,” the bright times, as
well as in the “nights,’ the times of darkness and distress. The
Haggadah offers another explanation: “The chachamim say:
“The days of your life’ refers to This World; ‘All the days of
your life’ indicates the inclusion of the days of Moshiach”
With the memory of yetzias Mitzrayim, we will go out to
greet Moshiach. We are Jews, Hashem’s people; this is the
essence of our lives.
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S Thematzah is covered and the cup of wine is raised while reciting the following paragraph:

And it is this that has stood by our fathers and by us! For it is
not just one individual who rose against us to annihilate us, but
in every single generation people rise up against us to annihilate
us, and the Holy One, Blessed is He, saves us from their hands!

The cup is put down and the matzah is uncovered.

In the previous paragraph, we thank Hashem for keeping His promise to de- '
liver the Jewish People from Egypt. The Midrash® tells us that at the time Avra-
ham was told that his descendants would be enslaved in Egypt, he was also,
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shown the four exiles that they would subsequently experience in the course of
their history: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. The reason for this is becaus
the exile in Egypt represents the root exile experience for the Jewish People, of
which subsequent exiles are considered branches.® This being the case, it is also

o true that the Exodus from Egypt contains within it the potential for redemption
from all subsequent exiles.

It is for this reason we say in the blessing that follows the Shema in the
evenings that Hashem took us out of Egypt ohw nmnb — into everlasting
freedom. This does not mean that our departure from Egypt heralded a state
of uninterrupted freedom, for as we know we have been exiled numerous
times sincel!

Rather, the redemption from Egypt is considered ultimqte freedom, for it
contains within it the potential for redemption from all subsequent exiles.

Hashem’s promise to deliver us from Egypt is thus ultimately a promise
of deliverance from our enemies throughout the ages. And hence we say and

itis this — i.e., this promise mentioned above — which has stood by our fathers
and by us.®
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RABBI YISSOCHER FK/\'ND- ON THE HAGGADAH

«<§ Jewish Survival in Four'“Atem”s

As is his wont, the Baal HaTurim commentsaon a pasuk (Shemos
19:4) that begins with the onK, you (in plural), that there are only

four verses in Tanach that begin with the word:
D937 opntayn v vx % wyen wvnn 1n D7 M 1Y bax, Go

your.:selues and take yourselves straw from whatever Yyou find, for
nothing will be reduced from your work (Shemos 5:11).

L1H2N opn Naw) £y 2933 by DTN NYN) 073195 >0y TN DN Do

You have seen what I did to Eg,

ypt, and that I have borne you on the

wings of eagles and brought you to Me (ibid. 19:4).

L1 55 03710¥) 023t 029029 bWy ooy
NI VN, You are standing today, :

397 0293 PR DoAYy oAy
all of you, before HASHEM, your

God; the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers — all

the men of Israel (Devarim 29:9)

O 9% nan oy 02 WINY %7 WHND) WIR Wb YNNI WX STAY) N DN 1Y DRN
MM N2 NN 9N 189 NY, You are My witnesses — ;fhe‘LZ)Xord o[ HASHI:M
— and My servant whom [ have chosen, so that you will know and
believe in Me, and understand that | am He; before Me nothing was
created by a god nor will there be after Me! (Yeshayah 43:1 0).

Nothing in the Torah is coincidental. The Baal HaTurim is*not

merely highlighting the opening word that is common to these four

pesukim; there is a correlation between them. He writes that the

reason we witnessed Hashem punish the Egyptians so severely —

DX DIPNT WK TOYY DN INNY — was because of D7 Np 127 OIN
121, their refusal to give Bnei Yisrael straw. And because all of
Bnei Yisrael stood together — 0793 o¥d D3y onx — they would
eyentually serve as witnesses that Hashem is the One and Only
God: 'n ony 1y OAN.

But in Sefer HaDerash V’Ha'lyun the Reisher Rav takes this a step
further, explaining how all four verses actually relate to one another.

% Superﬁcially,Tvrites the Reisher Rav, it would seem that there
L

was a fundamental transformation in Jewish history. In our early
years as a nation, we benefited from nissim gluyim, open miracles.
We left Mitzrayim after watching Hashem demolish the Egyptians
through ten crushing plagues, each of which altered the laws of
nature. He then freed us permanently from their oppression through
a tremendous number of miracles at the Yam Suf.

We survived for forty years in the Midbar by means of the Manna,
the Ananei Hakavod (Clouds of Glory), and the miraculous be’er
(Well) that traveled with us and provided water in the most arid
surroundings — all of which were supernatural phenomena.

We entered Eretz Yisrael through yet another series of miracles,
and supernatural events ' were commonplace in th’e_‘Beis HaMikdash
on a daily basis (as documented in Avos 5:5).

dn the nearly two millennia that have passed since then, however,
we do not seem to experience open miracles. It would seem that
Hashem revised the way He deals with us.

“$That is a simplistic reading of history, writes the Reisher Rav. We
do see open miracles today or perhaps it is more accurate to say

that we witness one long, ongoing open miracle. ',/
# Rav Yaakov Emden writes in the introduction to his famous siddur:

“When 1 think about the miracle of the continued existence of our

Why is this so amazing? Because, as we say in the Haggadah: Y72y
NNIY7 WY OYTRIY 1T W, but in every generation they rise against
us to annihilate us. How can a tiny nation survive endless attempts

at annihilation by nations with overwhelming .advantages in both

.size_and power? i
There’s only one answer: Q0 1280 NN P12 ViTRM, and the Holy
One, Blessed is He, rescues us from their hand.
What we are reading here in the Haggadah.,js that there was a one-

| ”

The Reisher Rav uses Rav Yaakov Emden’s exposition to explain
the correlation between the four pesukim that begin with atem.

«[he first atem appears when Bnei Yisrael hit their low point in
Migzrayim, when not only weren't they redeemed as Moshe had
promised, but their workload -suddenly increased when Pharach
commanded them to find their own straw, but sornehow maintain
their brick quota: DaNTAYN Y72 PN 2 YN WD 121 D7 NP 107 DI
727. Bnei Yisrael must have thought, Why is this happening to us?
Where is the salvation we were promised?

The answer came with the next atem: D817 XIOYY WK DIPN) DAN
P20 DN NIN) DY) )2 DY 09N Nwn). Hashem was telling them, “Yes,
you had to endure terrible suffering at the hands of the Egyptians,
hut you see that it was all part of My plan to bring you close to Me.”

There will come a point in Jewish history, however, when we will
ask a different question: Why don’t we see miracles anymore? Has
Hashem abandoned us? ’ 4

The answer to that question is: DTIN ‘N 197 DY DD DXaN) DAN.
You haven’t been abandoned. The fact that you stand today before
Hashem is an open miragle — the ultimate proof that Hashem 1
[Rrotecting you and ensuring your survival, because If not for His
protection, you would long have disappeared.

And there will come a day when Hashem will tell us: DN) Y1y ORN
IN I NI 09 XN g 0 wan) v RN WTH WH7 RN WN 77N mn
mn? N7 NN

“¥Qu are My witnesses,” Hashem will say, “that [ am the One and

nly God. B i 20 0280 NIN 7173 WiTpm_you would
never have survived all those constant efforts to eradicate you.”
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L)
> -
—\—:‘\

According to all customs the cup is lifted and the matzos covered
during the recitation of this blessing. (On Motza'ei Shabbos the phrase
in parentheses substitutes for the preceding phrase.)

lessed are You, HASHEM, our. God, King
= of the universe, Who redeemed us and re-
deemed our ancestors from Egypt and enabled us

to reach this night that we may eat on it matzah
and maror. So, HASHEM, our God and God of our
fathers, bring us also to future holidays and festi-
vals in peace, gladdened in the rebuilding of Your
city and joyful at Your service. There we shall eat
of the offerings and pesach-sacrifices (of the pesach-
sacrifices and offerings) whose blood will gain the
sides- of Your Altar for gracious acceptance. We
shall then sing a new song of praise to You for
our redemption and for the liberation of our souls.
Blessed are You, HASHEM, Who has redeemed
Israel.

- g Bade.

[ Sl Ten
unmp‘: o'Kan ...0* 1Y — Holidays ... in the future

Moving Time Forward
JThe literal translation of the words anxp% oxan is that are coming toward
us. This expression is most intriguing, Do festivals come towards us or do w
" 3

R’ Yehudah ben Yakar explains this phrase as follows. The prophet Isaiah*¢
describes the timing of the future redemption with the words niwnx nny.
— inits time I will hurry it. This is rather puzzling, if it is in “its time,” then i1
what way is it being “hurried”?

e The Gemara'® explains that the verse is referring to two possible way
that the Moshiach can come. If the Jewish People have sufficient merit, th
redemption will be “hurried,” i.e., brought forward. If they do not have suffi
cient merit, the redemption will come no later than its predesignated time.

time series of open, stunning miracles that freed us from Mitzrayim,

but there is an ongoing, open miracle called Jewish survival that we

witness throuahout our history,
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In this vein, explains R’_Ychu;iﬁh,_part of our prayer for the restoring of the
festivals to their full glory in the Temple is that those times should “come to-

- wards us.” This means that we. should merit having them brought forward
* through the agency of mwnx — I will hurry it.

”

“cgme towards us in peace.” He quotes the Vilna Gaon as saying that the dif-
ficulties of the “birth pangs of the Moshiach” will only occur if the Moshiach
comes in the designated time of nnya, but not if we merit for him to come in )
the earlier time of mwnx. Thus in keeping with our prayer that these times
“come towards us,” we add that they will do so “in peace.”

— =
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71010 NEY — Pour out Your Wrath ]

One of the reasons offered by the Talmud Yerushalmi?
four cups on Seder night is that they correspond to the fo

N that the r.lations who oppressed Israel will be forced to dri
fore, having poured the fourth cup,
People and exact retribution from t

*! for the mitzvah of
ur cups of retribution
nk in the future, There-
we ask Hashem to take up the cause of His
heir oppressors.2?

1ON bw o1y — Eliyahu’s Cup
The four cups drunk on Seder night corresp
redemption mentioned in Shemos.?*

In fact, there is a fifth expression: XM — and I will bring them, referring

to Hashem bringing the Jewish People to the Land of Israel. Correspondin
to this fifth expression, we have a fifth cup at the Seder.?” Pending fhe ﬁnagl
\ redemption, we do not drink this cup, for it has yet to be realized z;\lonethe—
\y less, we do fill it and have it before us at the table, representing ou'r anticipa-
— ~ SlEaR 7 e ———e -

ond to the four expressions of

et e -~
tion of the future redemption. This cup is known'as the cup of Eliyahu, for it
ishe who will herald the coming of the Moshiach and the ultimate fulfillment

of the fifth expression of "nxam.”?
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