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Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1

(1) The four new years are: On the first of
Nisan, the new year for the kings and for
the festivals; On the first of Elul, the new
year for the tithing of animals; Rabbi
Eliezer and Rabbi Shimon say, on the first
of Tishrei. On the first of Tishrei, the new
year for years, for the Sabbatical years and
for the Jubilee years and for the planting
and for the vegetables. On the first of
Shevat, the new year for the trees
according to the words of the House of
Shammai; The House of Hillel says, on the
fifteenth thereof.
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2?7?? What is the significance of the idea of a Rosh HaShana for the trees? There is of course
the halachic significance of this date in terms of several of the mitzvot hatluot baaretz, but
beyond that how might this Rosh HaShana be similar to the Rosh HaShana we are most
familiar with, the Rosh HaShana of the first day of Tishrei?

Pirkei Avot 3:7

(7) Rabbi Elazar, man of Bartuta, says:
Give Him from what is His, for you and
yours are His, and thus with David it says,
"For all comes from You, and from Your
hand we have given to You" (I Chronicles
29:14). Rabbi Shimon says: He who is
walking on the way and repeating his
studies, and interrupts his studies and says,
"How lovely is this tree! And how lovely
is this newly plowed field!" - Scripture
considers him as if he is liable for
[forfeiture of] his life.
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22??-How are we to understand this challenging idea- how can taking the time to notice the
beauty and wonders of nature be such a terrible distraction that one might be liable with their

soul?
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