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Multiple Reflections Upon the Fast of Tammuz
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler
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370 SELICHOT FOR THE FAST OF TAMMUZ

A HYMN wWITH A REFRAIN

Reader & Cong.: O turn to the captives who were delivered into
the hands of Babylon and Seir; this long time they have been crying
to thee in supplication like a little child,! on the day when the
enemy prevailed and the city was breached.

Cong. & Reader : For that 1 will bow the head and clap my
hands, on the day when five (misfortunes) dispersed me;2 because
of the golden calf the tablets® vanished from me;# also the daily
offering was abolishedS and his guidance was withheld from me;
and the foe conquered the fortrcss'lc.ity and cast me into chains, and

an image was placed in the Holy® Temple, and the adversary burnt.,

thy( Holy) Law on the day when the enemy prevailed and the city
was breached.

Cong. & Reader : 1 was sick and trembled exceedingly on the day
when the Almighty cast me off, and the adders from the north’
overflowed me like a flood; the light was darkened when Sheshach®
tossed me about like a ball and the rough he-goat,® as well as the
hunter,10 seized me on the day when the enemy prevailed and the
city was breached.

Cong. & Reader : O pride of my heart and my stronghold, will
thy anger burn for ever ? Wilt thou not behold the fainting people
who become as black as a furnace ? Repair my breaches through
the son of Perez!! and gather the rose from among the thorns;
rebuild thy Dwelling-House, and bring (us) back within the borders
of Carmel and Bashan;!2 open thy eyes and take vengeance on
Ezar and Dishan;13 judge the cause of the mute,!4 so that the
destroyef and devastator!S shall repay for the day whe_n the enemy
prevailed and the city was breached. (O TURN, etc.)

1) The supplication of a small child is more heart-rending than that of an
adult. *2) v. preceding Selichah, p. 366. 3) The Tablets of Stone upon which
the Ten Commandments were engraved. 4) j.e. The Tablets were broken.
5) The city being besieged no cattle could be brought in. 6) Lit. perfect.
7) Nevuchadnetsar and Sannacheriv, as it says, *“from the north will the trouble
start”® v. Jer. 1.14. 8) The King of Babylon. 9) i.e. Edom; based on Gen.
25.27. 10) The King of Greece, v. Dan. 8.21. 11) je. David (play of words,
*X9D="87D 12) The Jand of Israel. 13) Descendants of Esau (v. Gen. 32.21).
14)‘Isracl. who cannot speak up because of her misdeeds. 15) Titus and
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