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5 Jacob’s Cunning

AWI!W NP PRI PN X3 — Your
brother came with guile and took your
blessing (27:35).

)nkelos renders the word My (guile) into Aramaic as
/ pionona (wisdom). Why does Onkelos veer from the
~'plain meaning of the word? What was the great wisdom
involved in Jacob's actions?

Rav Yosef Chaim noted that according to the Sages this episode
took place on Pesach eve (see Rashi on v. 9). The two goats that
Jacob brought to Isaac served as the Chagigah and the Pesach,
the two sacrifices that are brought on that day. One of the laws
governing the Pesach offering is that its meat is eaten at the very
end of the meal (called afikorman), and no other food may be
eaten after that. Now, when Esau entered lsaac’s tent with his
game, he told him, “Let my father rise and eat of his SON's game,

so that your soul will bless me” (v. 31). He expected that this food

would supply the vehicle through which Isaac would attain the
requisite level of Divine inspiration to deliver his blessing, as Isaac
himself had told him (v. 4). In fact, even if Jacob had aiready
usurped the blessing intended for Esau, this did not exclude the
possibility of Esau receiving a blessing as well, for surely Isaac had
more than one blessing to give (v. 38)! The problem, however, was
that when Jacob fed his father the Pesach sacrifice, he was thereby
ensuring that Isaac would no longer be able to eat Esau's food!
Jacob therefore effectively ensured not only that he would be
blessed by his father, but that Esau would not be. This was indeed
a very clever plan. This is why Targum Onkelos refers to it as
RO, wisdom.

Where did Onkelos see any allusion to such a plot in the Hebrew
words? Rav Yosef Chaim noted that the gemairia value of man3
(with guile) s the same as "2 (aftkoman) — 287,
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