Re-examining Asara b'Tevet, in Light

of the 'Menorah' of Zecharya

Menachem Leibtag

Part I - The return to Zion [ shivat tzion ] & Cyrus Declaration
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Chapter 1

1 Iin the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, at the time of
the fulfillment of the prophecy of Jeremiah —God stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he proclaimed:

2 'Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of
the earth hath the LORD, the God of heaven, given me;
He has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem.

3 Whosoever there is among you of all His people--his
God be with him--let him go up to Jerusalem, which is
in Judah, and build the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel, He is the God who is in Jerusalem.

4 And whosoever is left, in any place where he lives, let
the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold,
and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill-
offering for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.'

Chapter 4

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard
that the children of the captivity were building a Temple

4 Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the
people of Judah, & harried them while they were building,

5 and hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their
purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

C] Haggai Chapter 1
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the 6th month,
in the first day , came the word of God by Haggai the
prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:

2 'Thus says God: This people say: The time is not come,
the time that the LORD'S house should be built.' {P}

7 Thus says God: Consider your ways. Go up to the hill-
country, and bring wood, and build the House...

D] Zechariah Chapter 2 [Haftara for Shabbat Chanuka]
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E] Haggai Chapter 2
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F] Zechariah Chapter 4 —
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1 Onthe 21% day of the 7th month, came the word of the
LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying: 3 Who is left among
you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye
see it now? is not such a one as nothing in your eyes?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be
strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be
strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work;
for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts.

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than that of
the former, saith the LORD of hosts; and in this place will I
give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the 2nd year of
Darius, came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet,:

15 And now, I pray you, consider from this day and forward--
before a stone was laid upon a stone in the Temple of God

18 consider, I pray you, from this day and forward, from the
24™ day of the ninth month, even from the day that the
foundation of the LORD'S temple was laid, consider it;

19 is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine, and the fig-tree, and
the pomegranate, and the olive-tree hath not brought forth--from

this day will I bless you.'

20 And the word of the LORD came the second time unto
Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, saying:

21 'Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying: I will
shake the heavens and the earth;

22 and I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy
the strength of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow
the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their
riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother.

23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O
Zerubbabel, My servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD,
and will make thee as a signet; for I have chosen thee, saith

the LORD of hosts.'

[Symbol of the state of Israel]

2 And he said unto me: "What seest thou? And I said: '[ have
seen, and behold a candlestick all of gold...6 Then he answered
and spoke unto me, saying 'This is the word of the LORD unto
Zerubbabel, saying: Not by might, nor by power, but by My
spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. Py
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Re-examining Asara b'Tevet, in Light of the 'Menorah' of Zecharya
Menachem Leibtag

Part Two - The Tenth of Tevet - in light of Chanuka

A. The hope for "shchina” to return to Second Temple
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B. A question is sent from Bavel regarding the fast days
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C. Did God ask you to fast?
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D. What caused First Temple to be destroyed = solution for Second Temple
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E. Redemption - a 'two way street’
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F. The 'Four Fast Days' will become ‘holidays’
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G. Even ‘other nations’ will come to Jerusalem in search of God
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H. Why Hashem first chose Avraham Avinu - Breishit 18:18-19
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