Haseiba: “Lean on Me”
Shabbat HaGadol 5781

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Sometimes in our lives, we all have pain // We all have sorrow
But if we are wise // We know that there's always tomorrow
Lean on me when you're not strong
And I'll be your friend // I'll help you carry on
For it won't be long // 'Til I'm gonna need
Somebody to lean on

""Lean on Me," Bill Withers (1972)

1. Martin Gilbert, The Holocaust: The Human Tragedy (2014)
Wandering about there, I unexpectedly came upon Rabbi Maisel. When I entered the room, I suddenly
realized that this was the night of the first Seder. The room looked as if it had been hit by a hurricane.
Bedding was everywhere, chairs lay overturned, the floor was strewn with household objects, the
window panes were all gone. It had all happened during the day, before the inhabitants of the room
returned from the bunker. Amidst this destruction, the table in the centre of the room looked
incongruous with glasses filled with wine, with the family seated around, the rabbi reading the
Haggadah. His reading was punctuated by explosions and the rattling of machine guns; the faces of the
family around the table were lit by the red light from the burning buildings, nearby. ‘I could not stay
long,” Borzykowski added. ‘As I was leaving, the Rabbi cordially bade me farewell and wished me
success. He was old and broken, he told me, but we, the young people, must not give up, and God
would help us.’
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On the eve of Passover close to mincha a man must not eat until nightfall. Even the poorest man in
Israel must not eat [on the night of Passover] until he reclines
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MISHNA: They poured the second cup, and here the son asks his father. And if the son does not have
the intelligence, his father teaches him: Why is this night different from all other nights? As on all
other nights we eat leavened bread and matza; on this night all our bread is matza. As on all other
nights we eat other vegetables; on this night we eat bitter herbs. As on all other nights we eat either
roasted, stewed, or cooked meat, but on this night all the meat is roasted. As on all other nights we
diponce; however, on this night we dip twice.
nop bw n7an 4
20m 1192 AT 72770 — 120 1A PV 12 17N 2R nivHa 902w
On [all] other nights, we eat either sitting or recllnmg, tonlght we all recline.
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6 In each and every generation, a person must present himself as if he, himself, has now left the slavery of
Egypt, as [Deuteronomy 6:23] states: "He took us out from there." Regarding this manner, God commanded in
the Torah: "Remember that you were a slave [Deuteronomy 5:15]" - i.e., as if you, yourself, were a slave and
went out to freedom and were redeemed.

7 Therefore, when a person feasts on this night, he must eat and drink while he is reclining in the manner of free
men. Each and every one, both men and women, must drink four cups of wine on this night. [This number]
should not be reduced. Even a poor person who is sustained by charity should not have fewer than four cups.
The size of each of these cups should be a quarter [of a log].

8 Even one of Israel's poor should not eat until he [can] recline. A woman need not recline. If she is an important
woman, she must recline. [Even] a son in the presence of his father or an attendant in the presence of his master
must recline. However, a student before his teacher should not recline unless his teacher grants him permission.
Reclining on one's right side is not considered reclining. Neither is reclining on one's back or forwards. When
must one recline? when eating the n°r> of matzah and when drinking these four cups of wine. While eating and
drinking at other times: if one reclines, it is praiseworthy; if not, there is no requirement.
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So God led the people roundabout, by Way of the wilderness at the Sea of Reeds. Now the Israelites
went up armed out of the land of Egypt.
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https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/937306/jewish/Chametz-UMatzah-Chapter-Seven.htm#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/937306/jewish/Chametz-UMatzah-Chapter-Seven.htm#v7
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What does “...led the people around (vayasev)...” (Exodus 13:18) mean? That the Holy One

surrounded them, just as it says “But I will be for it-says the Lord-a wall of fire around (saviv)...”

(Zechariah 2:9) Like a shepherd who was shepherding his sheep and saw wolves descending upon

them, he turned back the sheep in order that they not be hurt. So to, when Israel came out of Egypt the

chiefs of Edom, Moav, Canaan and Amalek stood around and took counsel on how to come upon

Israel. When the Holy One saw this He sent them around in order that they not come upon them, as it

says “So God led the people around...” (Exodus 13:18) Not only was this so in this world, but it will

be so in the next as well. From where do we do know this? As David said “Jerusalem has mountains

around it, and the Lord is around His people...” (Psalms 125:2)

(Y72 prx 12 B7an anan ws) 3 - aman Mt .10
SR 90w 2197 RNMI27 2 MDD T MWD 20737 X' 9V 2117 DR 79°002 177077 KDY PRIWCAW 1Y 1999K 1772707
Q1Y NN 1277 MR PAW IRIW D937 10190 DRIV 21V 179DKRY 217 1172 1T QORIITA 220V NI TR 10
Qm°YY NRT 992 1R 7oV 2R P NAN TR POW 2312 2ORYNIW D"YR MY 1IN0 DW 700 v 1Wean AT
M1 777 72°0772 PAVTY 2°377 °120 ON¥Y NIRITY I 0993 101 1IN 212 0w 029 N0 wAnR

(Y72 prxs 12 D7an amn ws) anbw a7an 11
JORAW TN DY U WD 7297 00120 NI 9 W 72°07 1190 ,1°2107 NYRY DW 210 ptYa W R Y v
QTP "1°2 71°7 0077 °2 712°01 T2 2"'9) .ATIWOY NawD NIRDDT 2°20 AR 20" ' W w11 77107 wis 1w w»
'R 12077 1" 1"D M0 MWk BV 2"an0nh w'nPD2 197 .2°20 2%20 SNwnmM PaRNT DY awsh 77 WIR2 21 T
772Mm 7I2°2 7"V ON9°IR NOTW 10T 100 -1207 WD 07107 7an

s mnw 12
:0°2% Aty MaR=ma’ A YR o7 e A7 WIN? YR ThK? 2RI NTYT99N 1127
Speak to the whole community "of Israel and say that on the tenth of this month each of them shall take
a lamb to a family, a lamb to a household.
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The Korban Pesach should be slaughtered only for the sake of those who were enumerated for
partaking of it, as Exodus 13:4 states: "Everyone... should be enumerated on the lamb." The
implication is that one should be enumerated on it while it is alive. Those enumerated on a Paschal
sacrifice are referred to as "the members of the company."
N np asnes .14
PTTIT 23N AT N °2 T 2 IR (MK)
Abaye said: When we were in the house of my Master, we reclined on each other’s knees
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