FaSt Of Tevet AMr‘s.ShiraSmiIes

| Retscol)- Shre Chumesh—
) In the entire Torah Scroll, Vayechi is unique in that there
isno. gxtr_e_i;%cs_ngeen it and the preceding parashah. in
contrast to the general rule that a Sidrah begins on a new
line or that it js separated from the previous one by at least
2 nine-letter ‘space. Rashi, therefore, describes Vayechi as
ming, closed, a condition that is meant to teach something
about the mood of Jacob's children when he died. At that
moment. the hearts of the children of Israel were “closed” in
expectation of the suffering and despair of the impending
bondage. Irmiediately after his death, the spiriiial exile
began. even though the physical and emotional travails of
enslavemnent did not commence until the death of all his

sons (Tur).
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THREE FAST DAYS ARE_OBSERVED DUKING IHE

month of Teves, commemorating three calami-

ties which betelt Israel — on the eighth, ninth,

and tenth days of the month. The fast days of

| the erghth and ninth are reterred to as “ast days for the righteous *

On these days. only individuals fast, whereas the fast on the tenth
of Teves is @ public tast tor the entire community.

The fast of the eighth of Teves commernorates the day when

the Torah was translated into Greek at the gsder of King Talmai

{Ptolemy Philadelphus]. The Sages (Soferim 1:7) note that the day

mpossible to translate the Torah adequately.
3’1‘}\2 fast ‘of the ninth of Tevés commemorates the deaths of

£21a the Scribe and Nechemyah, who faithfuily led Israel during the
return from Babylonian captivity. When they died, the people of
istael were devastated, for thelr loss was irreplacable.

The tast ot the tenth of Teves is a communalwlva_s_ti_!qvllon that
Jay Nevuchadrnetzar, king of Babylc ia, began Ihe"s‘lg_g_,e_gfje?um
during the time of the first Beis ha-Mikdash. The siege continued
tor three years untl the walls were finally breached on Vthe ninth of

q . RO o //,_

We see then, that the tenth of Teves — on which the siege

of Jerusalem began — was the beginning of the whoie chala of

calamities which finally ended with the destruction of the Beis ka-
Mitdassh,
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J. RAMBAM WRITES THE FOLLOWING IN
Hilchos Ta‘anis 5:
The fast of the tenth of Teves is like the
QilicriRiss WHICh SO RpApIIn s Svies.

—_—

i
of mouming the destruction of the Beis ha-Mikdash and Israel’s
exile. However, the primury purposé of I:nlln( Is not gricf and
mowming, for the distress [elt al the time when these cvents
rmmiximl is sufficient Rather, the primary puspose of the fasts
is to inspire peapie to repent, to bring us to recall the eval deeds
of vur ancestors s well as our own — deeds which brough? them
amd bring us great travail. By rernembering these events we will
repent and act properly, s the verse (Vayikio 26 40) stuates: “And
they shall confess their sins aml the sins of their ancestors for the

evil that they have done to me.*
8 Qur Sages (Talmud Yerushalmi, Yoma 1) taught: “Any generation
1 which the Beis ha-Mikdash s not rebuilt, is considered as if they
hic-i destroyed it.” Every generation has the ability to awaken Divine

mercy. to bring Israel salvation frem her encmies, 10 gather her
extles from the places of their dispersion, and to rebuild the Reis ha-
Mikdash. How can this be accomplished? By complete repentance

for our sins and that we are theretore suffering because of our own
transgressions as well as those of our ancestors. [t 1s therefore as if
we were delaying the final redemption, aftd as if we ourselves had

caused the destruction

The swim ot tasting, theretore, s to suh)ug.nu our evibinchnataor.

mercy might be opened for us

1t theretore incumbent upon every person to take it to neart
tohcani e WS deeds and 1 sepntiduningitheseiitegs [of mating)
for this i the primary purpose of the tasts. As the verse {Yonor 3:10)
states, regarding the people of Nineveh: And God saw ther octions,
The Sages (Ta'amis 22a) explained: [t dovs not say that God saw ther
sackcloths and thelr tasting, but zather God sow Ihey GClons. mm -
the_;}_urpqsg G tasting was to bring them to repent land having done
50, their actions were now worthyl,

We read in Chayer Adem (133)

Therefure, thuse poople who fast, but who [spemd the duy] travel_
ing a1 wasting their time, grasp what is of secoruduny importance

dess, repentance alonte — withoud fasting —- iy unuiﬁrit'n! for 1

18 a posthive coonoaridment, declared v the Propiets, to fast on
these daysy. o
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Torah indicate that God paused in order to allow Moses —
and later students, as well — to reflect upon the preceding
verses. Consequently, the “closure” of Vayechi implies that X
in the aftermath of Jacob's death his offspring did not have
the capacity to perceive the significance or draw the proper
conclusions from the event (R’ Gedaliah Schorr).
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4t Shdare: Chain A Cham Hilwa

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 580) savs that some people
have the custom to tast on the eighth of Teves because Talmei Hame
tech forced the Jews to translate the Torah. Regarding the ninth ot
Teves it savs. 5337 N0 A y72 8T - “itis not known what the tragedy
was.” The Ba'er Heitenw says that on this day Ezra HHasoter died.
The Chasam Sofer asks: Surels the author knew what happened:
‘why didn't he mention the reason? e answers that of course the
author knew. but an extra point is being made here. The problem
was that Ezra died and people said. “So what?” aayn 500 o vy 82
means that they didn’t even know the greatness they had lost. and y
thats  part of the tragedy. Similarly, if one doesn’t even realise the
spmtualeffecls of being in Jnlm it's a tragedv. He must fast on the
tenth of Teves in order to realise his situation and hup(' and await
the redemption__

‘fg'ﬂ)e Rambam says that if one doesn’t wait for the ayw», the
!’edemptlon he denies the Torah of Moshe as well as all the proph-
‘€ts, The problem is that we forget our obligations. We live in chuts
ta'aretz, are occupied with making a purnusah. have a home and
friends. and the result is that some wouldn't even want ta leave.
The Medrash says that in Egypt lherc \;f"r:ilhwc days of dark-
ness precisely because four-fifths of the Jewish | pnpuldlum didnt
‘even want to leave ngpt and were thus also killed during that
Plague. Chazal say it will be the same in the future: There will be

adarkness, as there was then. Because peaple are happy in golusy
there won't be any purpose in bringing Moshiach to them: there-
fore they won't merit seeing the geuleh
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There will be only four questions anc
they will all have simple yes or nc
answers. Sounds like there should be
nothing to worry about. In addition. we
are told the questions in advance: Did you conduct your busi-
ness affairs honestly? Did you set aside time daily for the learn-
ing of Torah? Did you occupy yourself with having and faising
children? Did you eagerly anticipate the final Redemption?

S5 If it is true that the first three questions alt concern our daily
activities. then it should be obvious that the anticipation of
Mashiach — the fourth question — also has to do with our daily
thoughts. The longing for Mashiach must be p_a?t of the very
fiber of our beings. not an awareness to which we occasionally
arouse ourselves. When we say Modeh Aniin the ‘morning, we
have to say to ourselves: This could be the day! When no news
of Mashiach’s arrival has reached us by noonume. we should

think to ourselves: Already noon. and he still has not come
And as we go to bed. however well the day has gone. . there
should still be a feeling of something missing: another day with
out Mashiach. | once heard an interview with the wife of some-
one held captive for six years. and she said. "Not once in the
last six years have | gone to bed without thinking that tonight
could be the night he is released.” And that is precisely how we

should think of Mashiach as we go to bed.

ST All of us have known what it is to long passionately for some-
thing. or at the very least to wait impatiently. Yet despite the fact
that we pray three times every day for the (‘ominq—; ot Mashach.
I doubt many of us could say that we are lnngmq for Mashiach.
that we feel some absence in our lives that only he can remedy

s Rabbi Dessler writes in the fourth
volume of Michtav M Eliyahu that material affluence is part of
the preparation for the advent of Mashlach When our lives no
longer need to be focused exclusnvely on ekmg out our da:I)
to spiritual matfe‘r_swand to prepare for a world 1 in whlch Hashem
has revealed Himself for all to see. Yet that affluence is a test.
On the one hand. it allows us to dlrect our thoughts to spiritu-
al matters; on the other hand, it tempts us to an involvement

with matenal quury which only coarsens us.




3 ____ .The Shelah
Hakodosh wrote over four hundred years ago “T see Jews
buuldmg mansions fit for princes. They build permanent
dwellmgs in this world and in these defiled lands confident that

their children and theu children’s children will inherit them
And this appearsﬂ_aggy__‘r_g{poval of their_thoughts from the
Redemption.” Those words ring equally true today. We have
become entrenched. sure that we are living in a motherland
where our grandchildren and great-grandchildren are going to
live as well. If Mashiach were to come today. our first worry
might well be: What am | going to do with the swimming pool?

-5 Y Shaare: (apim

/ Betere his death, Yaakov called his sons to tell them Yx nx
P20 NINNI DINX XIp? — “what will befall you in the end of days”
(Bereishis 49:1). Rashi says that Yaakov wanted to tell them
what would happen éfth{éﬁ}i, but the Shechinah departed from
*him, so he began to say other things. Sometimes the word n1p°
is spelled with an x instead of a n. Whilst here it is with an x. in
Doniel (10: 14) itis spelled with a n. What is the difference between

rres Shlomo savs that there are two Wavs

Fife
to make a kinyan on an .mmml One is to prod the animal to move
The other is called by the' (.umurn aNa Nt A NI Stocalltoit andg
it will come. It is the same when Hashem .wqmru His flock. One
way s through aftlicting us. and we return to Him out of distress
Another way is that Hashem calls softly. Tand we com -tu 0 Him. Thy
variation in spelling alludes to this idea. When s apellrd NI

with an X. it means Hashem is calling to us but we have to retumn

" the two usages? lhv

When it is with a 2. as in Doniel. it means prodding. Yaakov wie
amting bt this ideas that there will be N with an N at the Endd

af Danvs: Hi tshem will call, and we must hear the calling and drunge
to Him. o

DI(?unv looks (hmugh—m:lun fhiere have been many difticuht
crises. and atter each traged\ the peuplu thought Moshiach was
B er—— s o e —————————
coming immediately. “After the expulsion trom Spain. the Arizal
went to Tzefas to bring Moshiach. They thmnght that tollowing a
tragedy of such propoertions, “this has to be it. " After World War |
the Chofetz Chaim said. “When's it going to be the geudah?” Mam
thought after World War [T that Moshiach had tocome. Ihtml‘n:_u s

avs that now is & different situation: Hashem calls to us

vet we decide we are managing anyway, we don’t need Moshiach.

H(—‘.gd"hﬁ_h_) us, but we have to hear and _[‘(Wwﬂm

6\

amp oon nayn 93K _Naw3 DWYNBD UK K IDK K K 13 now
~uwn K5 Yoy K35 -rnnv-l ha Svanw 5 ww v Yaawa7 .navnrs
. aMyn 93K naw T x% mayw my Sy 57 1M1 3-n_NMvn %0 KN

T-nay -naw N1 mm 1‘7 KT W ATV MY 5w Yy i naw

]TBQ "JK M K M DX WT)K DK\ = (O

mon 'umm‘: PIL3 MWy A man 5731 uw a0 IKan
oK wmnn l"' omwa Ve mr: w Y3 v p*nn-r 1wm Iy
ppna N iz Sy 1M va Evnn WA X wIpna N mwn M
AR YN KT NS0 MUY e P YN N3V MWyl XN
TRy mMmn Sy 0’311‘) \’ pw naw 1!‘“‘! HZD} &) 7'&' nuyrﬁ ‘[J'Qi
NNy mm '71}1 Rt "llU: ‘1!‘1 'T"'!’ 1K 1]3’ ’DT" DK.’Y - 'TJ 7
S5y nuyn X 2w 3 K‘}JYJ Dﬁr(“l 5:‘!( uw 'I"TYW DWIYJ n:u: D“J alal
awyn

S 0w

£

/ Rabbi Shimon Schwab gave a beautlful parable for our state
of being without Mashiach. as well as for our own blithe
unawareness of the situation we are in. Imagine you are at a
wedding. Everybody is well-dressed, the band is playing. the _
photpgrgppgrs are snapping away, the smorgasbord is won-
derful. Everyone is having a grand time_Oaly one thing is
missing: the bride has not shown up. No matter how attractive
the surroundings, most of us realize that a wedding without-a
bride is nothing. Well, a world without Mash(ach is a wedding

without a bride, Only one dlfference We don't even realize that .

the bride isn't here
s+

Ilmh(-m wats '~..l\lnz2 to Yaakov, “1 ngl_\L'uB s bmhcring vou

nco(l to lx‘ se .lred \\ s00n as you are h h m and it seems fine to
live in ('Hll/ la’ ur¢'17 you have to be s¢ drui The word N2 means

vou are . scared of Somethmg in the tuture. 75 is when something
is bothering vou now. It was because he was 1302, distressed about
his going down to Egypt now. that he did not have to fear the
tuture. Theretore Hashem told him not to fear the future, precisels

be cause of what Rashi lt‘“\ us, lhdl he was (hxln swd by his situa-
i4S one is aware .\nd unmnnnrl.nhlv lhal hc s

tion now. As lun;.,

()m ¢ hv sees lhh as hl\ home, then llu re s a Dl()th‘_[ll

SE
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We can now also answer our original questions
d. with no gap het\wvn this and the last, and

to why the Torah speaks o the Jews multiphving in two places.
The last verse f \uummh sayvs how they dwelled in Goshen:“they

took holdings in it, and they were fruittul and mulnphcd Lrv.nth
(ibid. 47:27). That's \\h\ their ey

es and hearts were clusﬂed It was
pecause thev prospe red,

.md became tov unlntn!’!:‘hk‘ with ther
home in Egypt. that the trou

having just hwn mtnrnud of how thc Jews prospe
0 parshios to el

as to why the
as

parshah is close

N(-s of the se nitude starte 'd. There-
red at lht'*

it
|

fore, »
end of Vayigash. we Show hnd the ° d(mm., “of th
ax | lhl cause of their suffering. The lesson is that «
has to troubie

us that this v
Jew has to u.nhw Jnd tct-l lhdl hc s in golus. and it b

aMIStrL'~> him. ?Y‘NS\ [’_S - 7
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