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Reth: Core of Chesed

A"'Vvun

t Baok ok Our mrkaenmk- ks~ Fou
Ruth OQUR SAGES SAID: THIS MEGILLAH CONMINS NETHER MAT-
ters of defilement or purification, nar laws of permission
or prohibition. Why then was it written? To teach the
reward that Is reserved for those who perform acts of lovingkindness.
You may, however, ask. Are there not many essential precepts
and practices which we do learn from this Megillah — Jaws pertain-
ing to converts, charity to the poor, modesty, laws of acquisition?

3
The wotds of the Sages may be understood as follows:
F Were it not for some unique trait founid in the life of Ruth
which provided a pattern for universal emulation, all etse derived
_from Ruth could preferably have been taught elsewhere.
Israel has never lacked Torah scholars to teach us the various
laws of the Torah or its modes of conduct, and thus we do not have
o tura to convests kp teach us those laws.
; = Ruth did possess one trait, however, which Istael entirely Jacked

at that time. And because of this merit of hers, we have come to
\éarn many other thinigs from her as well, '
Ruth exemplified the attribute of chessed — lovingkindness,
through her lovingkindness she attained every other excellent .
* Quality as well. Thus we were able to learn from her even the laws
of defilement and purification, of what is prohibited and what s
Permitted, of modesty and proper conduct.
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CTIAIELESS SEASONS . R, Faberd:
~ | TIMELE ONS R Fabuiy
Trie HeavenLy EcHO

In Dirker Aves we find the following statement.
( single day 3 Heavenh sound enum sty from Mount Sur

“Every
.u md

? procliins, "Woe to all those pu)pie wha humiljate the Torah
by neglecting its study and disreparding its precepts’ ™ (Pirkei
4ros 6:2). The obvious problem is, Who can hear this  plain-
uve cry? Is this echo audible to human beings? Tf not_then
what is the point of having a daily reprimand which is itrau-
dible?

On Shavnos, we celebrate matan Torah, which took place
over 3300 years ago in a barren desert far removed from any
habitation. Is it not rather strange that Hashem should have
chosen such a desolate area to announce His Torah to the
Jewish nation? Surely He could have waited until they reached
their abode in the Promised Land — especially as so many of
the mitzvos only apply there.

It could \le be that God specifically chose that location
in_order to teach the Jews what is meant bv kabolas haTorah

gnd what it entails. There. are many people who are willing
/1o accept in general the directives and moratity of the Torah
SpmvndecL,t_h_@_. their lifestyle is not radically restricted. They
) are paepared to acknowledge the authority of Shdchan Amich,
ysubject te their retaining the right to participate in and enjoy
;aﬂ_ the pleasures that modern society has to ofter.

For some, this means that in order to benefit from the
“freedom” of Shabbos, leniencies are taken with its laws, A
dubions and disputed crv is sanctioned so as to push one’
children in a pushchair to visit relatives or take them to the
park! Often, fashion-conscious wives will not submit to the
restraints of traditional 1zatius. Many, too, will not forgo their
newspaper, magazines, or entertainment dcsplte the current
wend of indecency. They acce
not agreeable to forfeit certa
that strict Torah ob obscr\mlce denies them.

With this in m mind, Hashem pave His Torah in the wil-

derness 5o as to indicate the degree of kabolas haTorah that
15 required of every Jew. The specific choice of this site

was mtended to teach the fewish nation that accepting the
Divine Torah amount to a resolute commitment to_all ity

laws whatever inroads they may make into our daily Jife.

Taken to the extreme, this means that if their obscrvance
required that we forgo all the pleasures and refinement of
[Fan urban existence and Jive instead in a desert — we must
“be prepared to do so because Torah is worth it (see Hilchos
De'os, ch. 6).

On Shavuos we read Megillas Rm and many reasons have
been glveu to explain its connection with this particular fes-
Jtival. In view of the above, the link is crystal clear, The under-
takua;, made by Rus exemplifics precisely the Jevel of dedica-
tion irmplicit in labafas haTorah.

Raus was a Moabite princess, who lived in the lap of luxury
with every honouar and physical plcasare within her grasp. She
decided, however, to embrace Judaisn and withoist flinching,
she exchanged every vestige of rnk and comfort for humilj-

_'amm and poverty, In her eyes 4 Torah life was worth ey-

cry sacrifice and 1o obstacle was too great. T “This is the 1model

of devr)uon that is recollected on the day when every Jew s
called upon to cowsmis himself to a Totah lifesryle
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" And therein lies the message of the Huwni}' uhu from
Mount Sinai, This is not an gudible seund, but it mears that
every Jew should constamly rememher fhat the Torah was
pnrposeiy gn’en on a desert peak. o oy Y73, evity day, when-

" ever 4 Jew is teppted to “humiliate the Torah™ and surrender
tu the temprations of modern SOC]El’y let hint recall matn
Torah) on Mount Sinai. Let him bear in mied lh.\t Hushem
chese that uninhabited site deliberately to convey this lesson
that Torah takes precedence over the attractions of 3 plusuu-
seeking civilization. That js the 9p na, the celesti i
Testmates lmm thyat tiomtaie ,md one w]mi
ctoate averv}cw:s’h s(m]
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ia our comumentary on the Fthics of the Fathery (3.7) we bave
explained tht expression of kesed ns defioting an encess. Tt is used
especially of extracrdinary kindpess.

Loving-kindness it practised in two ways:

sk First, we thow kindness (e those who have no cleim whatever

PO ux;

Secandly, we are kind to those to whom it is due, in a greuter

measure han is due to them. (Guide (o the Perplexed TT, $3)
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Well, that is not how Avraham felt about it. He wanted to do
chessed. He yearned for it. He hungered for it. Regardless of his
physical condition, he wanted to do chessed with all his heart. And
if there were no travelers, he would sit by the door just in case a
solitary traveler happened to pass by, a traveler who could use a
bite to eat and a cold drink.

How are we to understand this mitzvah? You have to make Kid-
dush on Shabbos. If it is not Shabbos, you don't have to make Kid-
dush. Should you feel bad that it's not Shabbos and you cannot make
Kiddust? You have to eat matzah on Pesach. Should you feel bad a
whole year that it is not Pesach and you cannot perform the mitz-
vah of eating matzah? Of course not. The mitzvah applies at certain
times and under certain conditiens. At all other times and condi-
tion, there is no mitzvah. Shouldn't it be the same with chessed? If
there is someone in need, there is a mitzvah lo do chessed. But if

hhere is no one there who needs help, there is simply o mitzvah to
do chessed. And if #t is so, why was Avraham upset that no one was
caming any more than he would be upset that be could not. make
Kiddiesh on Sunday?
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2 v Rav Moshe. Feinstein concludes thar the mitzvah of doing :

‘chessed is diiftrem from other miitzvos, because the chessed yau
*(do is more for your own benefit than for the benefit of the person
with whom you are doing the chessed. We think that we need to
give money (o the poor in order to fill their needs. That is not

guite trae;- It is the other way areund. The truth is that there are

peor people in the world so that we can give to them and fulfill

{

E “The poor persun does more {or the householder than the house-
holder does for the poor person,”

—3 Just as the body needs food every day for its nourishment, 50
does the neshamah, the soul, need to do chessed tor its nourish-
ment. Because when we give,we are emulating the ways of the Al-

~ mighty and thereby refreshing our souls. So when we wake up it
& the morning, when we ask ourselves what will we eat for breakfas

<

souls. If we truly love chessed, that is haw we would think.

“Agd if we really had the proper perspective ahout chessed, we
wouldn't risk the resentments and misgivings that sometimes
 plague peoplewhodoalot of chessed. 'l give you a scenatio that is

" pot $0 uncommon.
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our own very personal need to do chessed. As the Gemara says,

3

we should naturally also ask what acts ot chessed we will aa for our’
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Let us return to Bo'az. The holy Arizal showed that the name
Bo‘az can be btoken down into bo az, meaning “strength i in him."

This. cogvgged cf that Bo'az knew_he had the potential laient
forth the. ix tzaddlkim mentioned in the midrash

;above‘ Wﬁ n he i b barley, he indi-

cated that he rehngmshed tt_us power and lnstead handed n to her
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1t is important to note that at this stage in theis wclationiship, Thy nyaw
Ro’az had oo idea whetlieror niot he Would actually end up matrying :
Rus, Theie was a fiving telative closer ian Bo'az whio could have cho-
sen to marry Rus whien she redeemed her late husband’s property.
However, Bo'az gnmed this, realizing that it was in the best interests
ofkla Yrsmel‘for the rivalchus to come from Mo’av via Rus. Thus e was
Mpa[ed to sacnﬁca his potgx_x_ggi o bL the pm@mtm of ﬂw whole
including : ;
; ; e i :
teait ofpﬁ e refined amd dewﬂopcd for Iewish tise. He notmed that Rus
embodied this chatacteristic, and her involvement became essential, :
regardless of whether or not he became the patdiarch of the family. DY nitys yewsn WVD nn‘m m -ma a4
This act of Ba’az was a gesture of the finest altruism. It musthave o By .k.h“ mn WHEA ,.,3
taken tremendous stren gth of character to ov:emome his pe;soml de- - :
sire to brigg h soime of the greatest ) : .
weridand tobe prepared to pass the potentlai o Rus, knowing that he
himself might be eliminated from the genecalogy. In reality, however,
it is upon this very sort of altruism that the malchus of David is based.
it was not just the trait of Rus from Mo'av that was needed to begin 513 1ar_piy .(a"m "3 f, gn
the malc;m;tgu;’aelso thefag:liz ;:10 sacrifice o:;e 50wn desxre: and ad- IR TV I8 INR DY Tt R
vantage for the benefit of the an esseatial requirernent for a suc- 5
cessful Jewish king. When Bo'az saw in Rus the spark of Mo'av that _ :’;: }:*:‘m;;‘;n::; 1::;?:5::;::: j,::
was required and he handed her his entize potential to bring forth the : : -
Six tzaddikim, at that moment the malc}ms of David and the Messiah
were born. ’ el ety
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