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Innocents Abroad, Vol. I, Mark Twains, Harper and Brothers, 1922, NY

(impressions of his visit to Israel in 1867)

We traversed some miles of the desolate country, whose soil is rich enough but is given wholly to
weeds, as silent, mournfil expanse.

A desolation is here that not even imagination can grace with the pomp of life and action...
We never saw a human being on the whole route.

We pressed on towards the goal..., renowned Jerusalem.

The furthber we went, the hotter the sun got, the more rocky and bare, repulsive and dreary the
landscape became. There was hardly a «wee or a shrub anywhere.

Even the olive and the cactus, those fast friends of a worthless soil, had almost deserted the
counsy.

No Iandscape exists that is more tiresorne to the eye than that which bound the approaches to
Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is mournful, dreary and lifeless. I would not desire to live there.
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Modern Science in Bible Lands, Professor Sir John William Dosson, pp. 449-450,
(London, 1888)

Israel awaits its true and only permanent residents.

Until today no people has succeeded in establishing national dominion in the Land
of Israel...

No national unity or spirit of nakonalism has acquired any hold there.

The mixed muititude of jtinerant tribes that managed to settle there did sc on lease, as-
temporary residents.

It seems that they await the return of the permanent residents of the Land.
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