Optimism, Rabbi Akiva and Yom Ha’atzmaut
Shayna Goldberg

Sefirat Haomer: A Time of Mixed Emotio s
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The Optimism of Rabbi Akiva
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The Ultimate Example
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A Journey Toward Ahavat Hashem
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Optimism in Today's World
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Medinat Yisrael

1.Commitment and Complexity: Jewish Wisdom in an Age of Upheaval pgs 24-26 Rabbi
Yehuda Amital

My beard has still not tumed white with age, and yet during the course of my life | have seen,
as our Sages have said, “a world built, destroyed and rebuilt.” | have seen Jews being led to
Auschwitz; | have seen Jews dance at the eswblishment of the State of Israel; | have seen
the great victories of the Six-Day War; | have traveled with soldiers to the Suez Canal. | have
lived through an epoch, in the shortest span of time. it is hard to believe that in such a short
lifetime one could witness so many changes.

Today, the State of Israel stands at the focal point of world history. It is clear that we are
living in a period of great change and, as such, it demands of us great deeds. It necessitates
sacrifice; it hungers for creativity; it requires accomplishment; it compels us to take action.

From day to day, from year to year, changes take place. To live in such a period, to really and
truly live it; to see and understand the dynamics and intensity of Jewish history as it unfolds
before us; to gaze upon the great events-upon each one, in and of itself, and upon all of them
combined-while we maintain the correct perspective, knowing that it is just a part of the
whole; to sense the process of redemption as it unfolds before our very eyes; to know our
responsibility in this world, at this time and in this place; to perceive what it is that G-d
demands of us, here and now-all this creates a grave responsibility to which one can neither
escape nor ignore.

I am the man, poor in worthy deeds, who has seen communities in desolation, and who has
merited to behold a land rebuilt; sorrow and sighing, while | was upon a strange and foreign
land; gladness and joy, when | came up to Jerusalem. “l will declare Your Name to my
brethren; in the midst of a congregation, | will praise You.” (Tehillim 22:23)

This is G-d’s promise: “FFor a small moment | have forsaken you, but with great mercies | will
gather you” (Yeshayahu 54:7). One thing remains clear: "Upon Mount Zion, there will be a
remnant’ (Ovadya 1:17).

2.Commitment and Complexity: Jewish Wisdom in an Age of Upheaval pgs 138-139
Rabbi Yehuda Amital

I heard a rumor-and | hope that it’s not true-that an important religious Zionist rabbi
expressed some doubt 8s to whether Yom Ha'atzmaut should be celebrated this year (1994).
The moment | heard it, a teaching of our Sages (Ta’anit 29a) came %o my mind: “And the
people wept on that night” (Bamidbar 14:1)-Rabba said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: That
night was the night of Tisha Be-Av; the Holy One, Blessed be He said: "Your weeping was
baseless, so | will set for you weeping for generations.” A person who sees only “that night,”
only today, only now, has questions and doubts. But a person with a sense of history knows,
like Rabbi Akiva when he saw the fox emerging from the place of the Hofy of Holies that “Old
men and women will yet sit in the open places of Jerusalem™ (Zecharya 8:4)






