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Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan: Applying Inspiration

Zemira Ozarowski
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5. Collected Writings of Rav Hirsch Vol. 2 p.181

Marcheshvan has no other message for us except that after a month of such an
abundance of special days, we should start out on the everyday path of Jewish life.
However, it is the routine of everyday life which reflects our true existence preceding and

following those festivities from which they receive their value and significance

6. Collected Writinas of Rav Hirsch Vol. 2 p.159

The stem syllable chashu itself indicates silence and quiet. This is the characteristic of
the month of Cheshvan which follows directly the festive celebrations of the month of
Tishrei. Cheshvan, in contrast to Tishrei, gives an impression of stiliness and entrance
into quiet, private life. A Jew has to serve Hashem well in his quiet, private life

7. Collected Writings of Rav Hirsch Vol. 2 p.157

When the storms roar, the fields freeze, and the flowers slumber, Israel celebrates its
Atzeres and proclaims ever anew that its true survival, its true joyfulness in the midst of
our histories nocturnal terrors and tribulations derives solely from the Torah, its eternal
national treasure. Specifically at a time when the physical world, the natural world
becomes a little darker and more foreboding, we celebrate Shemini Atzeres. The light of
the Torah should radiate the simchah of Sukkos, and the light of the Torah should radiate
our daily lives as we enter the long winter
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