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Tzaddikim anxiously andre.z;gerlry _anticipated the great
chuppah of Shavuos, taking great care to prepare themselves
properly. As the Rebbe R’ Baruch’l put it, “Rosh Hashanah
a bilke mer, a bilke veiniger” (one more roll, one less roll).”
The judgment then is primarily on gashmiyus. On Shavuos,
v, however, we are judged, 17'x1 7ivs Sy, “regarding the fruits

naQ

of the tree.™
*’Ihe tree whose fruits are being judged is the tree of
Torah. The primary judgment of Shavuos is on ourspiritual
life — what kind and how much Torah and mitzvos we will
merit in the coming year."

We say twice in Hallel x3 mnobsn 0 NIK KD YOI D N,
“Please, Hashem, save x;; please, Hashem bring success x;.”
N1, which is gematria 51, explains the Beis Avraham, refers
to the 51 days between Rosh Chodesh Elul and Shemini
Atzeres, when the year is formed. We repeat this phrase a
second time to allude to another period of the year when we
are judged — the 51 days from the first night Pesach until
Shavuos. Then, the judgment is even more critical — it is
about our connection to Torah.
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PREPARING FOR THE WEDDING

The marriage of Hashem to Knesses Yisrael and of Klal Yisrael
to the Torah is renewed each year. Just like for a wedding, we

prepare intensely. There is no Yom Tov requiring as much

(preparation as Shavuos, for which Hashem commanded
P 171, “Be prepared.”!

24 Jor forty-nine days, we count sefirah, cleansing ourselves

each day in the middah of the day. As we get closer and start
being concerned that perhaps we did not do the work prop-
erly, we encourage ourselves with the Koznitzer Maggid’s
assurance® that ny3wWn nawn nnen Tv, “until the end of the
seventh week,” of* orwinn zon, “we can count fifty days™* —

i.e., in one good moment, we can accomplish everything that

awas to have been done throughout the count of all fifty days.

£, We do our best to come to Sinai with teshuvah — to do
a personal inventory on the first of Sivan and find ways to

)

improve, specifically in the area of ahavas Yisrael. On the 3rd

of Sivan, we focus on being less immersed in materialism, as

our ancestors were instructed, W3 5% opr nwHwWy 0 1
nux 98 — “Be prepared after a three-day period, do not
draw near to a woman.”** During this period, they purified
themselves, taking extra measures to ensure that the entire
nation, including the women, would be on a very high level

of kedushah.**
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8. Combustion —_
Slnce the goal of learning Torah is ult:matelg to affect thc [wre-:m

how much he is affected. One of tbe condudmg verses descub_mg lh(.'

giving of the Torah states:

And the vision of Hashem's glory was like a consuming fire at
the top of the mountain.”!

What are we to learn from this description? Hashem’s glory is riot a
physical entity to be perceived visually; why then does the verse liken it

toa consummg fire?

The Haksav V'Hakabala™ explains: We may be inclined to understand that

when the lsr the Israehtes were assembled around Mount Sinai to receive the Torah

they . aJl recelved Tgrah to the same uniform degxee However, upon fur ther
reflection, this is neither likely nor reasonable. The Jewish people had seven
weeks to prepare themselves to receive the Torah, with the experience at
Mount Sinai being the product of that preparation. [n the same way that not

every single person prepared to exactly the same degree, so too, not every

person experienced the giving of the Torah in the same way. Those who pre-

)

pared themselves more received more, and those who prepared less received

less. Itis fascinating to consider that there may have been two people literally

standmg side by side at Mount Sinai, seeing and hearing the same thing, but

receiving Torah to a s1gn1ﬁcantly different degree.
A helpful analogy to illustrate this varying effect is the relationship

of different materials to fire. The same fire applied to different materi-
als will not affect them in the same way. Certain materials are highly

combustible and will burstinto flames almost instantly, other may take

a while longer, and yet others matenals such a stone, will not catch

fire at al all, This is the intent of the Torah in likening Hashem's glory to
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\of the way it affected the Jewish people. Those who had prepared more

Lansuming fire. Lis not a description of the glory, but an assessment))

were more combustible and “caught fire” to a greater degree, while oth

ers who prepared less were affected to a lesser degree.
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A WEDDING NEEDS I1TS BRIDE

Rabbi Eliezer holds (Pesachim 68b) that one can either celebrate
a yom tov on a physical level, fulfilling the verse that a yom tov is
a day of “lachem,” for you (Bemidbar 29:35). Or, it can be celebrated
in a totally spiritual manner, fulfilling the verse “/aHashen — a day
for Hashem” (Devarim 16:8). Rabbi Yehoshua holds that one must
divide the day between these two pursuits. However, everyone aerees
that Shavuos, the day the Torah was given, must be celebrated both
on a physical and spiritual level. This emphasizes chat the Torah is a
very concrete benefit on all levels — material and spiritual. This is
one of the sources for the custom of bringing flowers and greenery
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into the home and shul on Shavuos. Rav Yaakov Emden, 2t} at- Whsn YK ombnmn mwbian annwn muma pruyn AT an

tributes this to the mitzvah of simchas yom tov, enjoying the yom tov MY Y5 TN PR BMAI0T Ny 19K 3 TMK @ mo onos) S
enhanced by aromatic plants. Bur if th‘ls is the reason, wh}.r dolnt we D D3t K3 L SYam KYD NWRAWT 3 ,DMLT DR AKpa
practice this custom on all yamim tovim? Perhaps the obligation to byaxb v 1 Y3p7 arn orpw WeiT oAb e nwaT neeys
enjoy Shavuos physically is more intense than all the other yamim e e -

tovim, so we add to it the pleasures of sight and smell to emphasize
that Torah benefits all aspects of man’s existence.

'The other-customs of Shavuos also reflect the idea that-Torah
is a benefit. We read Megillas Rus, which relates how Rus accepred
the Torah voluntarily, recognizing the great opportunity it provided.
We eat milk products because milk is the food that nurtures life at
its inception; representing the fact that Torah is the foundation of
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life. We stay up all night on Shavuos eve, in anxious anticipation “BYR_ATMNT AWTTPT OMAT T3 TT3WA Qv UK 0Man T s &7
of the great occasion that will occur in the morning, to show how UPK NTPNZ YD NI LN TN DK WY Te X s K
precious the Torah is to us. We recite Akdamos before reading the bW oMW MWy aa Dmanbh OUAMW OMIR00 DWIKA 9Y 0um
Torah, which describes in beautiful detail how precious the Torah is DONIW YW TNKD UK DUWHKE W NN0M Nmaywn rank
to us. It describes how we resist the temptations of the nations who ((unm K9nY nm Sy nxn b puayn mapnw R Pt mann o
want us to abandon the Torah, who entice us with promises of the mya Myl vy A phwaw avwn th Nk Jeay baonm oy 1:1n:))
physical and material benefits of assimilation. We respond to them N2 vn OKR omay oenb owtmn .Kan obwa opos
thar all temptations are naught compared to the beauty and benefit M owrn Yaph wonw by ux orwikn
of the Torah. x K7W ,meapn 5w mbva omyn DKM TIKYa e Javva vt e
’ ynb oM oeimiTe URwR JBK DDNK 00 NN YW mave: mv
~ s B D99y W VA UK DWW TApnEn R o monbn uk mxbann
13 NK NK DMAWET WMK DR AW Lp YA TMAva .omna nend

This lesson that the Torah was given to us for our benefit was
already evident on the sixth day of Sivan. Tosafos explains (Avodah
Zarah 3a) that according to all opinions the Torah was ordained to
be given on the sixth day of Sivan. However, according to Rabbi Yo-
sei, Moshe pushed it off one day. Some explain that Moshe used his
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power to expound the Torah to delay the giving by one day, because g\@ s - N o —
‘Bnei Yisrael were not fully prepared on the sixth day. us to such a level, he explains, that there is no expression, phrase,
Imagine: the wedding is set for a certain date. The hall, caterer, or word in any of the seventy languages that can articulate just
band, photographer, Howers, all have been reserved for that date. how lofty we arel o )
"ﬂle.:day before the wedding a cousin calls and says he will not be ‘¥Our romemus, which is higher than “kol haleshonos,” all that

language can articulate, was invested in us on this day, Shavuos..

ablg to arrive on time — can the wedding be delayed a day or two? : -
What we are celebrating is not just what we received, but who we

Obviously this would be impossible. However, if the bride were to

( gall and say that it is impossible for her to arrive on the set date, and) -have becomeas a result.
she asks for the wedding to be delayed a day or two, she will certainly
be accommodated — the wedding will not proceed without her. N - B e
If the Torah were a liability, it should have been given on the set “ A person is obligated fo rejoice on this day m an extraordinary
date whether we were ready or not. But since the Torah is a pres- way, because it is the day upon which we merited the crown of
ept specifically for our benefit, the entire rimerable of crearion was _Torah,” writes the Shelah Hakadosh. “For how can a person not
anged to accommodate us because we were not ready. By postpon- gxult in the fact that Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Master of ifhc Ifmverse,
ing the giving of the Torah on the sixth of Sivan, G-d revealed that chose him, mere ﬂe%h fnd bloczld, fo be so close to Him?
the main intent of giving the Torah was for our benefit. ' )
Hence, it is geman mattan Toraseiny” — not the day we received - )\ &r et Pi'_?ji_u_fr‘ea

the Torah, bug rather the day it was evident that the Torah is a ma-
).;gz‘mb. a-Ei-f;t. This lessodt was not abrogated when the luchos were

holy nation to Hashem; Hashem chose vou to be His special

roken; it was actually strengthened and intensified. The luchos were people among all the nations.”™® Arah! Becha! Hashem uses
broken because the Jewish people served the golden calf — this only the singular form to describe whom He has chosen! Similarly,
makes sense if the Torah was a present that Moshe Rabbeinu denied the brachab highlights the singular, “who has not made me
the Jewish people when they sinned, But if the Torah was a liability, a non-Jew.” Flashem has forged a personal connection with

it would be torally illogical to remove a liability to punish a sin.

cach of us by investing us with a holy neshamah, a_chelek Elo-
kah wme’maal. When we say this brachah cach day, we remind
ourselves of our distinctiveness, and motivate ourselves to
carry our mission with pride.

Thus we celebrate the sixth of Sivan as “zeman mattan Toraseinu” —

~J the time when the nature of the Torah as a benefit was demonsyrated
tQaIs.in 3 most poignant manner,

1%0\332 / AROUND THE YEAR WITH REB MEILECH '&3\ ] - .

k Am Yisracl was enjoined at Har Sinai to become a “king-
dom of priests and a holy nation.”* We echo this declaration
daily when we say the rachab of shelo asani goy. We reaffirm
our identity as agents of the King of the Universe, living
with higher meaning and purpose.®® Our frame of mind is

In the fefillos of Yom Tov, we say, Atah vechartanu mikol

ha’amim, that Hashem chose us from all the nations; ahavia ©
osanu v'ratzisa banu — He loved us and desired us. Then we

say, veromartanu mikol haleshonos — He elevated us above all

the nations. - now oriented to make the most of our day, regarding cach
e :

This is how most people understand the words “veromamtanu encounter as an opportunity to expand Hashem’s presence
mikol haleshonos,” but the Rebbe Rav Simchah Bunim of Peshischa in this world.®!

has a different understanding, The Ribbono Shel Olam elevated
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Do we feel genuine joy and pride in being part of the
Chosen Nation? Is our performance of mitzvos infused with
a sense of love and personal connection to Hashem? This
brachah requires us to reframe our perception of what it
means not only to be a Jew but how to live as a Jew. Instead
of emphasizing the dos and don’ts — the restrictions — we
can focus on the relationship that Yiddishkeit affords us.
Imagine if, instead of saying, “I have to bentch now,” “I have
to daven now,” as if mentioning a burdensome chore, we
were to exclaim, “What an epportunity I have now to daven
minchah and connect with my Creator!” Shifting our atti-
tude and approaching our mitzvah observance with a sense

225
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of deep appreciation and love, will impact every part of our

day and everyone around us.> ‘

Every mitzvah we do not only connects us to Hashem
in this world, but also facilitates an eternal connection in the
next world. Fach mitzvah we encounter is meant to reinforce
our God-consciousness and cultivate this eternal connec-
tipn.53 As a new day begins and we recite this brachalb, we

heighten our awareness of our chosen status. How blessed

and fortunate we are to have so many possibilities to bond
with the Divine, to express our Godliness to the world. Our
higher soul manifests itself with an exalted spiritual sensitiv-
ity, a more refined nature, capable of making even the most
mundane activity sublime.
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2. Torah as Song

As we have mentioned, the source for the mitzvah of writing a Sefer .
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Torah is the verse: “And now write for yourselves this song” Of all the ~Nezer of Socatchov® notes that there were some people in his time
ways to refer tod Sefer Torah, why is it called “a song™? who mistakenly felt that the enjoyment felt during one’s learning may

Ia{_' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the Ponevezher Rav,® explains that detract from the purity of intent required for the mitzvah of learning
by calling the Torah a song, the verse is indicating the nature of the Torah. He writes that “in fact, the exact opposite is true, for this i
connection we are meant to have with Torah study. Music may require - the primary way to learn Torah, to rejoice in and enjoy one’s learning
mt\eﬂectual and professional skill to produce, but the part of a person it for this allows the words of Torah to become absorbed in one’s bloog

is meant to reach is not the intellect, it is the heart. A musical connec- ) stream, and, having enjoyed the words of Torah he b?COTEES,,?Lt,@C_b_‘EC

tion is not expréssed bif khowirig_ all the notes, but by being émotionally" to Torah.”

impacted by the song. This is our conhection with Torah study. It may" Thus we find that the blessing recited over learning Torah even in
take the form of scholarly discussions, but the entire pergon needs to ¥ludes a prayer, “x1 wm — Hashem, please make the words of Torah swee:
be connected with the message of Torah. Whenever we sit down to “Vin our mouths.” In principle, all mitzvos should be performed with joy
study Torah we are engaged in discovering an aspect of Hashem's will but nowhere else do we find such a prayer. This unique inclusion in the

regarding how we are to lead our lives. Our relationship with the Torah  blessing over learning Torah is testimony to the central role of enjoy
as a revelation of His will is ultimately an expression of our relationship ~ ment in Torah study.” Alongside the effort that one needs to inves

with Him, and every time we learn Torah we renew and strengthen the _in order to make significant gains in Torah learning, the enjoyment o

~h
connection. ®one’s learning is a most powerful catalyst for absorbing that learning,
Understanding Torah study as not just a matter of learning informa- Additionally, there is no greater demonstration of love for Hashen

tion but as part of a relationship with Hashem means that learning To- - than the delight at poring over His words, discussing and debating bacl
rah every day is part of maintaining that relationship. As we go through and forth what they mean, what they don’t mean, what they migh
life, different periods find us in different moods; some happy, some sad, ,jmean and what they couldn’t possibly mean. The joy with which we pla
some settled and some turbylent. We don't always have the peace of “the music He has given to us in His Torah is our song to Him.

mind to engage in all of our pursuits, but the relationships which are

important to us are maintained though all of our ups and downs. Bt

?}o\ e 33\ 28 / Inspiration and Insigh; K'ju?n @)

5. Heart to Heart a - R o .
Once we understand that learning Torah is essentially a means of | When one studies a pasuk of Chumash or a teaching of Chazal, he

forming a connection with Hashem, we will appreciate that the nature eﬁ\ust]sﬂip an;l ask :‘!if“;‘flfc');‘;v;a;s?a;;:: Ij::::e:“:féerj:a;:fii:
Can 1 glean from this

happenings around him in order to apply what lessons they have to
offer to his daily life. Finally, one must learn to reflect upon his own

and scope of that connection cannot be merely intellectual. The entire
erson needs to be connected, and hence the Torah message needs to

reach ali . This wi ; i
the totality of that p:zrson Jhis Wlulildp -us p e desires and aspirations, to ponder them well and ascertain which stem
unusual statement found in the Gemara™ which states that serving = ¢ hig yetzer tov, positive inclination, and which are rooted in the |
‘orah (i.e., serving a Torah scholar) is greater even than learning Torah. \ opposite.
The Gemara adduces proof for this idea from the verse'* which describes . Such is the way to true greatness.

the prophet Elisha as “the one who poured water aver the hands of Eli
yahu.” The Gemara notes that in spite of all that Elisha learned from

_ : 33

his teacher Eliyahu, the one aspect which was highlighted as he we *
introduced is the fact that he washed his teacher’s hands." 'l}"lml? npnaw mn e
Why is serving Torah greater than learning Torah? Presumably th QW S

walue of serving Torah is based on the elevated status that learning 3. 140 ApoY HoRE Ap? 9o MY BYIK AN T WY K
Tqrah bestows upon a person. If so, then for the student to learn and  yyqyy 9w nimx DK AN TNNA TINWY T8 KOR TN OV WY "'EJ
hence himself attain some of this.elevation must surely be greater than  SFgmm woan KoK MPKW "MW _[K3 K 7K X7 K "a™1-010" 0wWyn
serving someone else who has attained it! ; UMW ANT Meean 93 M KA Nnn DKWY KT AMna Npoy?
The Vilna Gaon'® explains that when the Gemara says that serving 1y "2Ww” DIKT WK P17 wATH Lw ynman mn N bw kyony (o
Torah is greater than learning Torah, it means to say that it is a greater w271 Yw Ky 78 KIT 21K T V77 WD DX Sam ,ANNN Y17 Yion

f‘(\f\) way of learning than formal learr;ir_lg. When one serves a Torah scholar,  M"A¥N NVAA OD W DK ,MM0¥D DWAD X1 TNT MAW AN 5w Xyon -
AR YMon WRWIT WwATY aPwhl aMnmw TN 10 Nt 0o amingd

DO Py TPRYN Mna KOK waTY 19570 K7 aMNAw pa K7 myy
K7awnn AKX onb DT TR wATT NNoNI nmn

one is able to constantly observe his conduct firsthand, and learn from
his example. Actions always speak louder than words, and Torah actions
are no exception. Seeing the way the Torah personality lives Torah will
convey lessons in mitzvah observance in a much more meaningful way
than hearing him talk about them.

1933 1AW AT QU NXIET Sw v Sy 21 amY wr abnm iy na
YRWN ,XNAD KOO T3 XYW DWh Knb m a%nw oyuirt (gn Nl
monb Nuponm KK DAY TATT PR WATT DKW DwR DThAT wan
3@ Sy N Nupow KIT Zwnam a%n 99m O abna arRwn awheny

ly, of enjoying learning, Thus, we find the Talmud” states: “A person waT oK1 AMAS BRupaYY PN NK 0% 1) NK NIpnY oaKd,

¥hould always learn an area of Torah that his heart desires,” and Pirkei Roya P9ann 9y Ko mmnn namy by oo kK e nnn sadnd

Avos® similarly lists joy as one of the means through which Torah is _ Sxawrz mminm natnaa
acquired. On the face of it, if Torah is merely knowledge one needs to Ty Sumn Nk okh M Mo KR myiawa X ook NP8

acquire, what difference does it make whether or not one enjoys acquir- DMy 53w ,A™a DOR'D N9K YA AYbwh anaw m mmna nvaga
i;xg it? Why is it a value? 7T DT AR ANy Mo K 9K (1A 03 K9X 0nSiox oy WK
i : ; £ ; mma o vy, m
However, once the goal is defined as absorbing and connecting €N KA 0T WNA3 I 308 V) _M'_l:
with the words of Torah, we see how enjoyment plays a major role, for : T .
the things one enjoys doing become fused with his being. The Avnei
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In other_(;hassidic courts, Ahavah Rabbah was reported
to have lasted for three hours, four, or even seven hours. The
chassidim understood what Shavuos is all about:

Tanb npa 1353 m by oot oneD JROTD K WA
9D nX OEA NivY TinwY TRE9 1155 pinw abah

i . naoxa TR TN T
Compassionate father, have rachmanus on us! Instill un-
derstanding in our hearts to understa’nd, comprehend,
listen, learn, teach, safeguard, perform, and fulfill ali of

the words of Your Torah’s teaching with love!

Even we, who cannot do a seven-hour Ahavah Rabbah,
can aim for seven or seventeen minutes (or even two min-
utes, if that's all that's possible) — to say each word slowly
with as much passion as we can, begging and beseeching —

ashem, I don't want to live like an animal in this world}
Have rachmanus on me! Light up my eyes in Your Torah, 1
want to be attached to Yiddishkeit!
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" The Rabbis relate that the giving of the Torah was so awesome and
overwhelming that the Jews actually died, their souls fleeing from them
at the sound of G-d’s voice (Shabhbos 88b). Yet the Midrash relates that
when G-d uttered the commandments, they were heard according to
the capability of each individual (Tanchuma Buber, Yisro 17). The in-
tensity of what each one heard was customized to his specific ability
to receive it.

These two ideas seem contradictory on the surface. But in truth
there is no contradiction. 'Although each one received the Torah
commensurate to his potential, this is not referring to their current

otential, but rather to their ultimate potential. The gulf berween
\‘idt)hese wwo levels was so overwhelming thar it caused their souls to flee
from them.

person'’s ultimate level is different from the level he is on. It is

5 different that it can be overwhelming. During sefirah everyone has

a potential level to aspire to. Although it may be far and beyond the)

level one is currently on, if one does not aspire to reach his ultimate
level, he will never even come close.
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