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The mishnah in Rosh Hashanah (32a) teaches us that the Mal-
chuyos verses are included in the blessing of 17712 AKX, “You
have chosen us,” — the blessing emphasizing the principal essence
of the day (kedushas haYom or birkas haYom) — and that Malchuyos
have no independent blessing of their own in the Musaf prayer.
This is because Malchuyos and kedushas haYom of Rosh Hashanah
have one common feature: the heartfelt plea for the revelation of
the Heavenly kingdom and the acceptance of its yoke.

— This begs a question, however: since Rosh Hashanah is the
Day of Judgment, and this is its main feature, what is the connec-
tion between this and Malchuyos?

— [
ALL THREE SPECIAL sections of the Rosh Hashanah Musaf
prayer (Malchuyos, Zichronos, Shofaros) consist of a prologue fol-
iowed by ten verses. The prologue serves as a means of clarifica-
tion of the essential meaning of the blessing, such as the prayer
of maw? WY in Mauhuyos We need to understand why matan

( Torah, the giving of the Torab at Mount Sinai, _appears as the

{

main motif of the prologue to Shofaros. In addition, it would

seem natural to quote for the three Torah verses of the Shofaro

prayer, passages concerning the shofar-blowing on Rosh Hasha-
nah; but in fact, here too, the theme of these verses refer to the

Tora_h_verses_?
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(tﬁ’ltl Today is the [conceplion orf birth{day] of the world.

Today all creatures of the world will stand in judg-
ment — whether as children [of God] or as servants. If as
children, be merciful with us as the mercy of a father for
children. If as servants, our eyes [look toward and] depend

upon You, until You will be gracious to us and release our
verdict [clear and pure] as light, O Awesome and Holy One.
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A NEW APPROACH 10 ROSH HASHANAH & YOM KipPPUR R &’-’*ﬂ’“ﬁh’

The same focus applms to Rosh HaShandh The judgement we

receive is the decision whether we are to be granted life, and what

Jesources we will be provided with to live the life we have been

granted. Thus, our focus should be on whether we presently are
participating in Hashem’s plan for the world — are we striving to be

ey

worthv of the goodness that Hashem wishes to give us? Moreover,

we should be ready to explain what we need to fix, and the start of

the path to doing so. In the later Days of Repentance, there will be

time for owning up to past mistakes. Now we are focused on the

present and the future.
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The answer is the following: God's judgment is closely con-
nected with the idea of DwW mahn 71 Nap, acceptance of the
yoke of the Heavenly kingdom, because, as we have already estab-

{lished, we are judged according to the degree of our acceptance

to bear the yoke. DMW Mam Y1y nYap is the reason for the exis-
tence of all creatures and the basis of Torah and mitzvah obser-
vance; it is the basis of the entire service of Hashém Yisbarach,

Therefore, our main prayer is for 'n* in1271 173, the revelation

of Hashem Yisbarach’s kingdom and, first and foremost, its ac-
‘-‘ceptance upon ourselves. This is what we are missing, and this
plea, as in every prayer, is an expression of our inner yearning to

replenish that which we lack. Additionally, prayer inspires us, it
awakens our hearts, and brings us to a level where we genuinely
desire and strive to attain our request, here being the acceptance
of the Heavenly yoke. When we ascend towards that lofty level -
through the medium of prayer, we attain merit to be acquitted

on Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgment.
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We don’t say, “o9w n w7 ovd — Today the world awas
created.” We say, “09 nig o — The world is created today.”
Rav Yonasan Eibschutz z/"/ explains that this is because Rosh
Hashanah doesn’t commemorate Creation; Rosh Hashanah
is.a new creation. Every year, on Rosh Hashanah, the world
is brand-new. And therefore new things can happen, and it
can become a better and more fortunate world.
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On the first Rosh Hashanah, a nishmas chaim was blown
into Adam Harishon. Thus, on every Rosh Hashanah, every

Yid experiences D70 MWl 1eN3 02, the blowing of the Ribono

Shel Olam’s breath giving him his neshamab. We don’t feel it,
but our neshamah feels it.

On this day, we take the shofar, turn it upward, and blow
into it. We ar¢ saying to the Ribono Shel Olam, “You breathed
a wishmas chaim into us; with this action, we are blowing that
nishmas chaim for Your service — for avodas Hashem — as
we perform the mitzvah of shofar.” We send up our nishmas

chai nnect with its Source.

138 / LIVING INSPIRED

Rosh Hashana is the beginning of the year. The spiritual
forces operating at moments of beginning are unique. “Hakol
holech achar harosh — Everything goes after the beginning”: the

entire course of any process is determined by its begirminé.f‘his
is because a beginning is a conception, and conception
represents the laying down of the genes which are the blueprint
for everything which is built later. The spiritual rule is that the
closer to the moment of conception, the more potent and critical
the forces: a small injury to the human body may not be of major)

more sensitive to such an event; and a minute change to the
genes may have the most far-reaching results imaginable.

At the moment of conception all details are being coded
most potently; it is therefore the most critical moment. No
subsequent moment can ever have the intensity and
significance of that first moment. The flash of conception
contains everything,. all later development is simply a
revelation of what was created during that first flash.

“(\- & * ok 3k

X Rosh Hashana is the conception of the yes;r and the next ten
days are its gestation. That is why these days are so critical to
the whole year. That is why a persori is judged for the entire year
as he appears on Rosh Hashana — the personality as it exists
then is the core; it will take supreme effort later to change.
Change on Rosh Hashana is much easier — one can manipulate
the “genes” of one’s character then. People of spiritual
knowledge take extreme care to live perfectly on Rosh Hashana
— the year is being conceived. Many have a custom not to sleep
at least during the morning hours; they wish to lay down the
genes of the year in consciousness, not oblivion. &

What is the source of this special energy? The first Rosh i

Hashana ever, which of course must represent its true nature
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most powerfully, was the day of the Creation of e Hhid oy
of Creation was the world's first Rosh Hashana and b cfuns Lis

event was the Creation of the human. That is why (he day
lways retains its power to re-create man! When 'we gonusinaly
and intensely decide to elevate our personalitics (i itosh

Hashana, become inspired to live the coming yoar s hig;h&!
beings, we are using the day’s deeply-rooted energy as Ilm‘%
6f human creation. The day has the power to energise
change and help a person become umecogp@z{ablyvc_ﬂj!simlik

Middas Hadin

A . = o Means “It Came
significance inan adult; a fetus during its developmentis much  {jp as a Thought”

Moadei Hashanah — Rosh Huﬁh{mnh
R{nw_l‘ @)

If yom hadin was just as its simple mean-
ing implied — “the day of judgment” — it -
should have been scheduled for the last
day of the year, to judge our behavior dur-

ing the course of the year now ending. But yom hadin is at the
beginning of the year. Why?

The answer is that yom hadin has a deepér meaning than
just judgment. Every Rosh Hashanah, Hashem takes up middas
hadin in order to create the world as “it came up as a thought.”

(‘[_herefqre, this is the day when a person. has,the--ability-te-be)

created anew, in all his purity. This is “gichron {'yom rishon”,
i.e., a remembrance of the very first day, when Creation came
up as a thought. “Din” means according to Hashem'’s original
idea in creating the world. This is what takes place on Rosh
Hashanah.

All the other holidays are a remembrance for things that
happened to the Jewish people or that the Jewish people took
part in. But Rosh Hashanah is totally a day ‘of Hashem, of re-
furning to the pure source of the original thought. This is called

® din, because everything once again goes exactly according to the

Creator’s will in the beginning.
That is why we maintain such a low profile on Rosh

Hashanah, unlike any other day of the year. We do not men-
tion in tefillah anything that relates to us on a persanal level.
In fact, on Rosh Hashanah, notwithstanding that it is the first
of day of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, we make no mention of our

cins at alll
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On Rosh Hashanah, we are not in the picture, so to speak.
This is the day that Hashem brings the world baclgto its orig-
inal state as “it came up as a thought.” There is thus no day
with so much siyata di’Shemaya as Rosh Hashanah, because
this is the day on which evervthing returns to Hashem. “This
day is the beginning of Your deeds, a remembrance of the
first day.” It speaks of the time before the creation of Adam
Harishon, before Creation as we know it, the world and man
in their pristine perfe()tion. This is what happens on this day.
= Our avedal on this day is to bring ourselves back to the state
that Hashem wanted at the beginning of Creation. Back to the
human being that Hashem wanted to create through din.

s

‘On Rosh Hashanah we need to make an accounting of our-
selves: where are we vis-a-vis Creation? A person should ask
himself: “Am [ befitting of the title adam or not? Am [ a true
‘man’?” A person who does not bring himself into line with
Creation as Hashem wanted it, is nat worthy at all of the title
adam. He is like a table without legs, whose shortcoming is not
the fact that things can’t be placed on it, but rather the fact that

b

[it is something else altogether. It is not a table! (!

Despite man’s complexity and myriad details, the basic defi-

nition ofwdam is: a creature that is connected to Hashem, a cre-
ated being upon which the holy Shechinah can rest. If a person
lacks this quality, then he may look externally like an adam, bul

he is not really one.

The blood (07) is the life-force.”

y@ese are the last two letters of the word adam. And what is
the first letter, the alef? In Hebrew it is written 728, which hints
to B9 2w phN, the Master of the World. This tells us that when
tlze o7, the life-force, is connected to the 8, Hashem — only then
does the name adam, D7-K, befit a person.

e —_——

You stay here with the donkey.” ey

On which Chazal comment, “A people that resemble the
donkey.""
A person can go around in the world, walking on two legs,
yet be not an adam but a donkey.
%Jhe degree to which a person is an adam is the degree

that he feels Hashem as a true reality, a simple reality that is

within his life and close to him. To the extent that a person sees
Hashem in this way and conducts himself accordingly, he is fit
to be called adam. He needs to relate to Hashem as a Being that
ig actually here: “Baruch Attah....” We speak to Hashem in the
second person because He is actually here with us. This is the

root of Yiddishkeit.
~J On Rosh Hashanah, when we are ifivolved with building

adan, we need to engage ourselves in acquiring a real, live rela-

tinnship_ with Hashem.

R

@ Hashanah is the “day of remembering”; it is the day
on which Hashem remembers.
What does He remember?

9o said Hashen: “I remember for you the chesed of your youth,
your following Me in the wilderness, to an unsown land. "

Ag-(. : -

Qn Rosh Hashanah, Hashem remembers the jewish' people
when it had only one “face.” Klal Yisrael threw everythm‘g else
away and went after Hashem into the wilderness; The point .On
which our avodah needs to focus is returning to your following

Me in the wilderness.” Just Hashem and us.

2 Toashvaeh- R Bernskin

In parshas Pinchas, the Torah discusses the special Mussaf _oFferingf
for the festivals of the year. When it comes to the Mussaf of Rosn
Hashanah, there is a slight departure from:the way the Torah describes
the other Mussaf offerings. For all ghe other festivals, the verb the Torah
uses is pnapm — and you shell offer. With regards to Ros}"L.Hashan.ah,
T uses the word orwn — and you shall make.™ Accardmg

owever, ; ;
to the Midrash, this word dontains within it a special message from

Hashem regarding the possibilities of Rosh Hashanah:*
rTr A DR 1K DY K 0P
1 consider it as if you have been made as a new creation.

» Here we are being told that Rosh Hashanah offers us nothing less

than the ability to attain a completely new existence.
" The concept of renewal is not unique to Rosh Hashanah; it is part of

the general idea of teshuvah. The Rambam writes:”

WA IR 7K MK IR M MW 7w LA Ungiaial
' Dhwynn oMR NwYw

It is one of the ways of teshuvah for the person Lo chappe bis -
name, as if to say: "I am someone else, and | am not the same

person who committed those sins.”

This idea of the person changing his name is not for purposes of en-
abling him to avoid taking responsibility for his actions, which would be
childish as well as futile. Rather, it is to allow him to deal with his sins
in a way that is free of a stigma of hopelessness that might otherwise
consign him to stay the way he is. He is given a new “profile,” one that

(giuesn't contain within it any of his past mistakes, and he is now free to
deal with them as extrinsic and unwanted substances.
Yet, while this idea of renewal is true of teshuvah generally, on Rosh
Hashanabh it takes on a whole new dimension.

When the Torah sets a certain day aside as a testival, it is not merely
to commemorate the anniversary of the event that happened long ago;
rather, it is an encounter with that selfsame day, in order to partake of

its special quality each and every year.”” Rosh Hashanah is first and
foremost the anniversary of the day man was created, and each subse-

quent Rosh Hashanah allows us to tap into the unique essence of the

day. This was the day man was originally created, and on this day we

% geel to be created again,

Tll:l Shofar and Creation

This idea of renewal on Rosh Hashanah is contained within the ob-
ject through which we perform the mitzvah of the day — the shofar. The
verse in Tehillim that we refer to numerous times over Rash Hashanah
says: 1w wnna wpn — Blow the shofar on the new moon.*' The Hebrew

word chodesh means month, and here it refers to Rosh Hashanah, which

is the first day of the month, but it also relates to the word win — new,

Commenting on the word wnnz, the Midrash explains that it is a call

to the Jewish People: nxwyn win — make your deeds new!*
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"The Ten Pesukim

During Mussaf on Rosh Hashanah, we say ten pesukim
of Malchiyos, Zichronos, and Shofros. The Gemara (Rosh
Hashanah 32a)says that these ten pesukim correspond to the
ten Ma'amaros with which Hashem created the world. "There

~J is a very deep connection between the two.

On Rosh Hashanah, the world is recreated — 127 ovil
oyw. The Ribono Shel Olam created the world with ten
Ma'amares, now it is our turn. Hashem gives us the power

Fto recreate the world on Rosh Hashanah. With our zeshuvab,
our tefillab, and our tzedakah, we recreate the world.

in the world, which is his sphere of influence that he creates.
(Perhaps, this is alluded to in the pasuk in Yeshayahu (51:16)
I v D Ylog? N TH3 N7 W — I have placed My words
in your mouth. ..to plant the sky and to establish the earth.)

3* ~Just as Hashem created the world with Asarah Ma'amaros,

we, too, create the world with Asarah Maamaros, the ten
pesukim of Malchiyos, Zichronos, and Shofros. (We say the ten

pesukim three times, because whenever we want to reinforce

~ something, we say it three times.) When we say these pesukim,
omething is happening. These pesukim are dynamic. These
%esukim are the very creation of your world, and the entire
world. We are recreating the world with our pesukim; each
pasub is one of the Asarah Ma'amaros. (See Sefas Emes, 5634
d.h. b’Rosh Hashanak mi'vakshim, 5641 d.b. isa.) '

Therefore, when saying these peswkim, put your entire
heart into it, your full kavanah, and your entire ko'ach. Don't
get tired. Don't hurry through the pesukim because it’s a long
Shemoneh Esrei and you want to sit down. You are creating
the world. Do it with kavanah. Give it all you've got. Do
teshuvah and think, Ribono Shel Olam, I'm creating myself, my
family, my world.

These are such sweet, wonderful pesukim. They can besaid |

with a real 4'veibus to the Ribono Shel Olam. It's a pleasure
to say these #iw and to accept the of malchus Shamayim.
There iz 3 deer message in every pasuk. It would be a terrible

Av through these pesukim so he can sit

35q, Shemos 15:18 / M0 MY
Gy oy g e
Hashem shall reign for all eternity.

5 R Suten :
- %= Recognized by All, and Forever
The Bnei Yisrael said the words of this pasuk after the Splitting of
the Sea, after they witnessed Lhe miracles and wonders of Hashem
play out before their eyes. As Ramban explains, at that time, Hashem
demonstrated that He is the King and Ruler over all; He saved His
servants and desltroyed these who rebelled against Him. And so,
the Jews said, Hashem shall refgn jor all eternity, that it should
be Hashem's will to continue to acl this way in every generation:
He should not remove His eves and hashgachah pratis from the

% e
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Yesod v'Shoresh haAvodah advises us:

“When a person utters the first verse [of Malchuyos on Rosh
Hashanah] — 7y 0%v% 797" ‘11 — he should, with tremendous
Joy, have in mind the following: ‘I am hereby accepting upon
myself and upon my children and upon my children’s children
uqtil the end of all generations 9% ImPYK, Your supreme

eity and kingdom!"”"

Malchuyos is not meant to be just a recital of facts of be-
lief, or a prayer for the above verse to be fulfilled, but rather
it is an active e:_ce‘:rcise of accepting the yoke of Heaven noy, as
one says these ten verses. This is what the gemara means when
it states (Rosh Hashanah 34b): *12 ni»abm ...m0% 1K 1"3apn K
02"y M>ynnw, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu said: ‘Say before Me...
Malchuyos, in order that you should proclaim Me as King upon
yourselves.””

7, When we say Tv] 0yvY 7917 ', as well as the other nine

verses of Malchuyos, we affirm our sctive responsibility of nvap
oMy N1a7n Y1y, accepting the yoke of kingdom of Heaven, upon
ourselves and all our progeny for all eternity. It is a commit-
ment to do our utmost to educate our children in this spirit, and
to show them a personal example of self-motivation to achieve
this goal. This way, children will emulate their parents and teach
their own children, so that each generation will teach the next
generation, to accept upon themselves 0w mayn Y1 forever
and ever.

._.V,A person should rejoice with an ecstatic joy,” Yesod v'Shoresh
haAvodah continues, “that he has [such] a holy God and awe-
gomely great King.” Feeling the privilege of accepting Hashem's
reign lifts a person above the mundane and leads him towards
perfection — and thereby to great happiness. “The tremendous
vearning [to serve Hashem Yisbarach that results from this],” Ye-
sod v'Shoresh haAvodah continues, “should develop into a readi-+
ness for self-sacrifice,” as the Torah commands us: "7 N N2
WD) 797 ... 1RYK, “You shall love the Eternal, your God,...and

C , 8‘ ; mab mwpa
31 /"" J3 ke R rwan S T N (R
» 4 M ToBAY noaw 1% N
- " "G mdhn w2 '.rbu;;
oD AW AEY) CEYD AT U nwTa amam b annRY One WU
Avby qaiota My Y3ptn e a3 Y33 pwn pinez T2 mwan Jenawh np
o wIREY TR 13T Ay Jiam AN b3 By Ten 17 T AN A nnY
JMISERR 123 1MW - ATRWR MMAa 5l Yot mime mvown bapy apwwi baa ot

nTIMTa 1 DTOUNAN Y3 IR WY TR JLE5un ‘b 1] MERYRIT RO MInenn
w2 mpaT fanTn e pbw 73937 MK ANEwA IAYY PIuw D ATRRa g
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Go and proclaim in the ears of Yerushalayim, saying:
“So said Hashem: 1 remember for your sake the kindness

of your youth, the love of your bridal days, how you
followed Me in the Wilderness in an unsown land.”
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And the entire people saw the sounds and the
flames and the sound of the shofar and the smoking

mountain, and the people saw and trembled
and they stood from afar.
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H, THE SHOFAR OF MATAN TORAH TEACHES US
3\ HOW GREAT IS OUR DUTY TO SUBJUGATE EVIL

TEN VERSES ARE recited regarding Shofaros drawn from the
Torah, Writings, and Prophets. The three excerpts from the To-
rah dealt with the issue of the first tikun (rectification) that was
achieved during matan Torah by the subjugation of evil and the
strengthening of goodness through the sound of the shofar.

Reciting the verses isn’t enough. We must reflect upon the
powerful impact of the shofar sound at matan Torah that made
them ready to receive the Torah. We must internalize the mes-
sage of that shofar in order that our shofar-blowing on Rosh Ha-
shanah should make a similar impact on us. Our shofar-blow-
ing should have the desired effect of subjugating our evil and
strengthening our goodness, at least somewhat, so that we may
have a share in the Torah and in the service of Hashem.

Now we recite three verses from Tehillim that refer to our
shofar-blowing on Rosh Hashanah.
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Acending Even in Tiny Steps
o omr oy ey onwwy — You shall make an “olah” — a

bt offering — for a satisfying aroma to Hashem (Bamidbar
)

X

[n their precise way of analyzing the language of the
"I'nr;lh, Chazal discovered insights into this pasuk that give
ws an important understanding of the teshuvah process. The
wiy to climb up the feshuvah ladder is to constantly make
aueself into a new being — to fulfill within oneself the
yommandment to “make a burnt offering,” to make yourself
into a new entity. How does one achieve this? Let us look
at the word ofah — an offering that is completely burnt, that
is entirely for Hashem, unlike other offerings that may be
caten in part by their owners or by the kobanim. The simplest
meaning of this word o/z# is “something ascending.” In order
to make oneself into a new entity, a “burnt offering,” one must
make some sort of movement upward, even if it is minor, as
long as it is totally for Hashem.

A person is not expected to immediately reach the top
rung of the ladder; he need not even become Rebbi Akiva
Iiiger all at once. He is, however, required to improve himself
slightly. For example, he can have that much more kavanakh
in_his davening. Even in the way he honors his parents, he
is not expected to immediately reach the highest level that
the Torah demands. For example, one who has difficulty
controlling the manner in which he speaks to his parents,
should at Jeast make a conscious effort to talk nicely to them
for the first ten minutes after he comes home. Perhaps, each
day it will not be too difficult for him to increase the number
of minutes,

e I ER S -
;T:,- In this manner, with these slight improvements, a person

"rises one level of the infinite number of levels within the
beinoni category and is transformed into a da'al teshuvah.
Then a new being is created in the world — there is now a
“newborn” who cleaves to the Shechinahb. He becomes, in the
words of Rambam, “Beloved and pleasant and close, a friend
of the Almighty.” Fiis prayers are answered immediately and
the entire Heavenly Kingdom longs for and eagerly awaits his
mitzvos. In relation to his previous standing on the ladder of
teshuvak, there stands before us a totally different being,

A new account must be opened for this new being. f—g;_
account is now free from sin, like that of a newborn baby.
When many follow in this path and are written and sealed for
a oood life on Rosh Hashanah and Yo Kippur, the world
is filled with new, pure beings. These “newBorn people will
praise G-d” during the upcoming festival of Sakkos. Amen.
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