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When Rabbis Wept and Rabbi Akiva Laughed

Lessons for a reunited Jerusalem
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Rava taught: What is the meaning which is written concerning David: “And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth in Ramah”
I Samuel 19:18-197 Byt what does Naioth have to do with Ramah? Rather, that they were sitting in Ramah and involved in the
beauty [benoyo] of the world, i.e., the Temple.
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The length of a terua is equal to three whimpers. Isn’t it taught in a baraita that the length of a terua is equal to the length of
three shevarim, Abaye said: In this matter, the tanna’im certainly disagree. As it is written: “It is a day of sounding [terua] to
you” (Numbers 29:1), and we translate as: It is a day of yevava to you. And is written about the mother of Sisera: “Through

the window she looked forth and wailed [vateyabev], the mother of Sisera” (Judges 5:28).
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Eichah 5:11-18 (11) Women were violated in Zion, maidens in the cities of Judah. (12) Princes were hanged by their hands; the faces
of elders were not shown honor. (13) Young men bore the millstone; youths stumbled under the wood. (14) The elders have ceased
from the gate; the young men from their music. (15) The joy of our heart has ceased; our dancing has turned to mourning. (16) The
crown has fallen from our head — woe to us! for we have sinned. (17) For this our heart has become faint; for these things our eyes

are darkened. (18) For Mount Zion which lies desolate — foxes prowl upon it.
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