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fourteenth day of the month of Adar as an occasion of
gladness and feasting, for holiday-making and for sending
delicacies to one ancther.

% Mordechai recorded these events and senl lelters to all the
Jews throughout lhe provinces of King Ahasuerus, near and
far, # charging them that they should observe annually the
fourteenth and fifteenth day of Adar, 2 as the days on which
the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and 'h: month
which had been transformed for them from one of sorrow to
gladness, and [rom mourning to festivity. They were to
observe them as days of feasting and gladness, and far)
sending delicacies to one another, and gifts to the poor. 2 The
Jews undertook Lo continue the practice they had begun, just
as Mordechai had prescribed to them.
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|. On Yom Kippur, one achieves holiness and closencss to
Hashem through fasting, prayer, and depriving oneself
of certain physical needs. Attaining this same height of
holiness and closeness through eating and drinking on
( Purim is even greater, because it is much easier to achieve

such a level through fasting than it is through feasting.
IF the Jewish people are successful in achieving this leve
through feasting, they thereby clevate their physical acts to
2 level of holiness, and accomplish tikkun olam, perfecting
the world, the main purpose of a Jew in this world. This
is the ultimate way of achieving closeness to Hashem; the

greatest level a Jew can attain.
(Sefer HaTodaah 2:16; A.LS)
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4. The FEliyahu Rabbah says that Hashem forgives the sins of
the Jews on Purim just like He does on Yom Kippur. Yom
_Kippur was established exclusively asa kaparah, atonement,
For the sin of the golden calf, which the Jews worshiped
with festive eating and drinking. This is why we abstain
from eating and drinking on that day as aconement. Purim,
on-theother hand. saw the salvation of the Jews through
their fasting and teshuvah, and consequently Purim _is
celebrated by means of eating and drinking. Nevertheless,
cach holiday has both the elements of feasting and fasting,
in that Yom Kippur is preceded by a day associated with a -
mitzvah to eat (Erev Yom Kippur), and Purim is | preceded
" by a day of fasting (Taanis Esther).
(Sefer Tutamei HaMinhagim U Mekor HiDinim, p. 378)

_‘Fj‘_!\‘“_féfm

"The Mizbei'ach HaKetores is exiled from its proper place lu

the Torah because while the Kodesh HaKodashim represents
Yom Kippur, the Mizbei'ach HaKetores represents Purim2*
¥ Yom'Kippur demands (and enables) a climb up the heighf'g.
to Keser. Purim brings Keser down to us. On Yom Kippuf,
the Shabbos of all the Shabbosim, we divest of everyth'mg?
earthy. On Purim, a weekday, we eat, drink, and are merry. |
¥ During the Purim miracle, Hashem revealed the unconigg
. ditional love that radiates in this loftiest of worlds into the!

tumah of Shushan, during the bleak end of the Persian exile.

Keser didn’t shine within the radiance of miracles, but within

the mundane of nature, during a period of hester panim 50

«deep that Hashem's name is hidden.

That’s why Purim is even greater than Yom Kippur. The
Kedushas Levi®® notes that Yom Kippurim means 2 day
“like” Purim; not that Purim is a day like Yom Kippur. Who
is compared to whom? The small to the big.

On Purim, Keser bursts through the barriers of the mun-
dane, enlightening, purifying, and elevating the physical
world 2 It reaches out to those submerged in the quicksand

of materialism and saves them. The Shechinah descends to

(Lus in the depth of our lowliness, enlightening our darkened)
hearts. Durim is a day of pleasure because on this day, gash-
miyus itself is illuminated by the loftiest G-dly lights.
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e know that there are mitzvos unique to the day, and we
know about the unique power of tefillah on this day, but

along with that, there is another crucial avodah.

The Ribbono Shel Olam wants us to give and give and give,

and you know what the goal is?

Reb Meilech quotes the words of the Rambam in Hilchos

Megillah like a song.

~2"There is no greater joy than fo glarlden the hearts of the

poor, of orphans, widows, and converts..

Rabboisai, this is not a dinner speech I'm not here to
convince you to join o matching campaign. This is the tr uth
a\bout the real avodah of the day — to make people smile, to

increase benevolence, to bring joy wherever you can.

~ And the greatest joy is to give. It only adds to the simchah of

the dav.
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Shlomo awoke and it was @ dream (Melachim [ 3:15) — a donkey

brayed, and he (Shlomo] understood it; a bird chirped, and he un-

derstood it. Immediately, he came to Yerushalayim, and he stood before

the Ark of God’s covenant, and he offered burnt offerings and made peace

offerings, and he made a feast for all his servants (ibid.). Rabbi Elazar

said, “From here we learn that one makes a seudah for completing
Torah [learning].”

(Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:9)

Shlomo acquired the whole gamut of wisdom as a gift from God.

A(Qmaiﬁgly e made a seudah In what way is this an appropriate cele-

bration for Shlomo, or indeed for us, when we conclude a project of

Jearning? Perhaps one can say that the aim of the seudah is to help a

person retain some of what he has learned. Torah is, by definition, a
holy thing, far above the limitations of human understanding. In
vome intrinsic sense, the spirituality of Torah and the physicality of
man are incompatible. It is thus very difficult for a person to retain
any of the learning that he has acquired. The slightest deviation or
failure of concentration can cause its loss. As Shlomo himself tells us:

Will you set your eyes to it? It is gone!
(Mishlei 23:5)
~J The act of eating helps in some way to strengthen a concept in a
person’s Consciousness. We find this idea expressed in another con-
text:

Do not wander around das a talebearer amorg your people.
(Vayikra 19:16)

Do not eat [the bread] of destruction among your people.
(Targum Onkelos loc. cit.)

To explain Targum Onkelos, it seems Lo me that it was their practice to
cat a snack in the house of someone who accepted their words. This

was a strong confirmation that his words were regarded as true.
(Rashi loc, cit.)

Just as in the above case, when the talebearer verifies and gives
strength to his claims by eating, so too, when a person makes a seudah,
the physical act of eating makes palpable the learning that he has fin-
ished, turning it into a tangible entity, something which he can retain
more easily. This was the intention of Chazal, who instituted the idea
of a seudas mitzvah; by emulating Shlomo HaMelech, who made a seu-
dah immediately after acquiring his vast knowledge, we can help our-

selves remember and utilize the Torah that we have striven so hard to
learn.
As we saw above, the megillah tells us that we must

imake them days of feasting and rejoicing, to send food gifts and presents to
the poor.
(Esther 9:22)

XThe idea of “making them days of feasting” does not occur in any
other context. We are always exhorted to rejoice, but never quite in
these ferms. Perhaps we can explain this using the same concept that
we expressed above. By feasting on Purim, we are able to make it into a
Ciiy when all of its ofhier special mitzvos have a lasting image on our

Jouls. Great improvements in the spiritual status of the individual are
ought By the performance of any mitzvah, but it is very hard to
make any change permanent. It is the act of eating, as we have dis~
cyssed, that can help us to achieve this. However, it is not just the
mitzvos of Purim which afford us such opportunities, but the day it-
self fas tremendous spiritual potential; the mitzvos of Purim open a
well of Divine light for us, which extends throughout the day.
)Ey Ttshould now be clear why the seudah takes place right at the end
of the day. Chazal, in their tremendous wisdom, instituted the seudah
at the closing moments of Purim, o ensure that we are able to utilize
every iota of the holiness of this great day and to impress it perma-

pently and indelibly within us.
ASb-

ol
Y sume hamantashen. Eating is part of every elevated day be-

Cause it is through ingesting physical food that we are able to

absorb the light and meaning of the Yom Tov not only spir-
Lpsorb the | i

tually, intellectually, and emotionally, but even physically."”
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As we eat in the company of Mordechai and EstherLouﬁ
hearts in the chamber of a fzaddik we connect to, our focus is:

not on making sure to get a slice of every kind of meat on the

board, but to absorb the lights of Purim. All of Purim — the
lights of the megillah, matanos la'evyonim, mishloach manos,
Hashem's unconditional love, our renewed acceptance of the
Torah — pours into the Purim seudah.

Every Yom Tov is connected to eating and has its kind of
food. On Pesach, it is a mitzvah to eat matzah; on Shavuos,
there is a minhag to eat milchigs; we eat in the sukkah on
Sukkos; on Chanukah, we eat latkes; and on Purim, we con- ¥~
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Let us explore further the idea that our seudah serves to publicize the 3‘ "

; . o . . Qvn nav
miracle of Purim. By way of preface, itis worthwhile noting that the term

used in the pasuk to describe the festive meal is mishteh, which is not
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exactly the same as a seudah, Mishteh derives from the root shtiyah, which
means to drink, and seems to indicate that drinking has a more promi-
nent part in the seudah of Purim than it does in the seudos of other days.
The Avudraham explains that the reason we have a mishteh on Purim
is to commemorate the miracles that were performed for us in the
Purim story through the various feasts.” At the first feast, Queen Vashti
was deposed, which allowed Esther to become queen. Additionally, the
subsequent feasts arranged by Esther brought about the downfall o

those feasts, we have feasts of our own.

s

1783)

oMoy msun 1ehn gnpm 2
qoun o ,uws Map Az en
mmEy KITZoAvr mmime 1pnn
Tapwh TenLwaa
sy TIM LATWwT RTIRYR e

Aari

(20 o) BWIA WD WIMWAR
UWAT MR SW INTpeR N
T Gpw MIDT M2 XN LW
mewn moen 9 Y oquR T

onn By

nPaw SRRD ,JNaNAT MW 7707 IR
maMEr P22 KT WIPRT

Ao ,nrapn oY PRTWT DR [an®
w Sw arnan wIpnn na2 ariEe
I3 omanpR BYYm mpT MR
i AP i e

2% aRE /7 AnoK Aoan / OFAD YW

3

i

L]

j !'n} 9 9

Twpn By TmY? n¥N ox TnvR

eI AN 2 O =

“gi”_ Nrnaa

wap wav? nUWn T WRD
WTIpn mMa 3w 8 BUr wmen
TR vAl LW e NTIvE ¢

JZapnn ntaa Yaw In 1 07130

pEy T¥a Mhwm oM T¥3 Fmmnd

ot~

W 7vapn oy
(71?:‘7‘7 bo1 ,fwKRY” NrA23 91o0a0 )
At 1% ww L DTIRT A 0T I

mmn bwrm yan pwba s Jpwym  mipn  nrnas  on en BY 3N WP KWW BT 7 P
—rTam RO ,Tp3 NI DN oy YRS DOW AT DR OMRNET prnn_mume_wim_bax w2
Ann e sy gbwad ar by 7ApR RITY DWRY W3 _.ATn_OW 11 PR WA
Wy WRST L..MRpE DOW 19m \ i el i Ronod
A aw ov wap Wy nvwn ¥372 m199 ,Rna e K91 Xw
e ek pio 34 3 qumn wxan nx @ToRY
e e NP mpn @w 17 TR 2w
" W s | 71
e s aMND OpRIY PROW R:‘;U Ay
kL i
R e AR L B SR b=E Qipn_fn X¥vR 1IN0 2 29 on_TWRD pY AR PRI PR 7D
LT DY DRY DWY DR DY ,0173p7 RINW DWRY DY 0M2MR
nrRaa_qua TN DIRA SNonw D137y 233 &N YOW On? wawé’r/t
an et $aa” -3 Ywn) ayphR T2 OpAT BnNY (7-T
B IWa- apmar Sw M 3 M MM wenw wd 2% ,vavn ashn orn
0 - » e v ul; w i
(2 oy 9w (- nwsad) ralelohy BAEgY HOm Jon CTEES X7 TR T3 MM G K ~
WM by JM vIN pEwa s NS TURWI VY Mpn tenan v £

Ywowbna avnb prnvw nwwrpe
%Y 23 a3 .2y (ot peva
Ry TRV Abw 1awn by R
IR e Mo bwo ypbra
(:07 W21 7WID) WITPA T R
3 IRTI¥A 191 WIpHR N1aw oyvn
PIA192” (-1 ovvwa Tw) 20D 13

N0 121 .rnebnh ves T T

TN SMand TR (-1 ow) T

¥IT ¥R Y NIN2INAW WD LTI
XA IRWARD LAMNAT NPT KW
YT MR MM D0V (an PRTT)
9RINA O I D A PR T DY
MW DR AATY oK 93, B
s by ph LWIM TR TR
pma wanwny RYw 9@n by [aannw
pOIW ORI /T nTavy oR "D
mIoam RETT PN OY a75M) oTns
gaw Dw? vwIn oY baxY PRI
e renT $ear nrmad

BT 1P D0 I T Yy KT
oannn ATIY MY nenad onw

mnanna 1 R Oy qun DR
aw e by owIn nrapn oy ORIW”
J9R M

Xy MY R0 MIpn N7 MM
LW A M P DX
Tin2 napwam Yaxnn omanh ®on

LRI NINANNT 19, 01REY 21D 1

QWX RIW _072pn 0¥ a0 onw

TP NTWY MW MVEDRI ORI




40

it

9 vy msan vEn W WP
891 masbn D2 a9 miobin vsn -
vi3 M mm L nwbhb pEinw 237
nnUm_na 73 YD wWIpnn M3 g
APAOY RITW WIPRT M3 P yunt r‘d

M T ¥

T A
2 pWT R Nna3 anw e

oTwaw omranh Yo

in]

R IR - CWITIWTIRY
vy e prab wpraw By
BN O TR 2173 77 Apn o

R ombnk e by mepn nR

byuabh o pEa 7Y T ntwE 1*31
qepw DWIM mpT Ieyn W
WM NP AT 7D 7Y nepn
RIAQ T Kpp? omen w90t
Aamn Ry ann Mpw mpn pen
VEIT PPN OWh anpwt whws an

8119 NTIYD 13 DTN DY7RW

\

~

nibay MPT WK R T QKR
w3 ,T2NRD AMAN DK PR

ony MY TSR LT OY 17KV
1pm ,MIpn 0¥ MRS pIoYe MO
prIm mpn Swopemn w793
- mbapy watp” :1IN21 MW
wesim oMo Yy -vap Rt
bw o owwn (eMR MW DR PRI
20 Ayann Mo PR rUTnR”
an AgRY PR IR 73 WK
o7m TP M ow o¥vd
waTa Y PO NP NORY
pbw  MEITYY (791021 WITWAR

Jreyar Bob

— b

INPIYYI NPT NN Svan 70 v Konn
Jj1‘:vynn'3 L i S VLI v B = e Y B )
P9Mn mpT noas ama 91 nray
W W01 IV AW M imna

2'apR 9% nawna_

236

SRNES OIRAOR pun? X0y g
PMrEn W N8 prav Thens ¥
PY M0 NR DMANDI LWIN 1P

AR TR PWTDAD AT pInmw WwRaa

RW™ P02~ :NIM23 oINa (R D1nn

P’

annbea mwaw pyn oy m e IR
mpn bw et aw Sy nanm
2N TR Tl "™ Relvamil
KR 72MY RN nantn onv) YR
W3 TUIPT KW _DWRT oY LR
oW T 9¥ LWIM pn MM
BY mMNa PO MWITPI DRy
SR ] to e IR Rt tel zah I 1y B 1P
LW MPEI MDY KW T MNOR
AR PIMPER W ey T
WK 7UApR QY PRI AN v
Ji3731 DN yew ot e’

PIRY T THIM YU [0 el i
nx mbnb o 722 PRI

@ nR 793 pab "I L pER 7Y 0TMm
P2 RUWRDT LYIM MpR AT
by omwaw oAy tewe
oYY KPW NI PRIWNA 10M0TW ?

sppy b3 bR AIpn TN BY 71IN3
PR AR M2 NTTIOR MYIRD
5N NIMAR KIT AT IV IO 0T

W DK nprana pIn DR PN 9y
M oA ]5w LwIm mIpn L mmren ©Y

QRN DY At

vin pant awn moRn D by
DWRIDY W90 DOWNN 1IN e
W3 WIpnn M2 AR wTIenN
:(3-1 TNDR) PIODT BV KWW WV
A99nn ANOR T8 R qonn 7 MR

‘o"In wTnn Yya p'hon nwa
212’ 1N MNWNIY XIRRON YT 0un
OTIP IWKIN 0T 1377 1wnY 07N

L

3

JIPBR MPAT Mawna o1 uh TRAy
« I2W (RT3 D WpRR N2 PRWD
LIRNY NIRRT QU T W
TAPRED W MR vann n e
_omaR ay Yrawr nxowanh own mp
PR M N0 a1 ohn L oeeaw
aoun w19 mbwr T 1b

FOUT WY AIp NPNR3 oY DTS
oDy mpn ey Yenh mmab
™3OLBWIT R e anwnb
11O Trapn B YR nR Swph
- o T2

anaw Gn paTh ub TN mnyn
_JRPTY DW3 Y7910 oNRv T

QYYD TN FPTD TN 73N 03

M3 19 RSwn netsa 1% T s
Mpn nenza on qrbwm amsnw )
[UMIEY AN 12, WPRT RhaS e
nR ant L Bw T MIpn NInaa on )
pTw o omoun avapn oy haowe
L vBeavs avranbr ap nman
AINa3 73 03 RTW MNEN NwIDa
R DB WIpna N2 mpn
T ENEWY Anwn” w1 DrNa3 G
-nIM23 (D B WY Rbwn el
BUSTTaThl ke ol o1 gty

[l
yvn oy whn 38

LI XY MApn AR pRaY
ANy u? mm 70 TR uRaw 110
I TWRT NN VI uEn
T OO P ARAY RwITEn
pnm w pYEY Y Tasm jpa?
2 ,yen 5v awn nx mvn? mvy
by mhnn nYYew NRYI (13N TWRD

22

J\aa‘a S ovnn wa )

P MMM eI npnnn
pm n’-ng NnTYoa nnnwl pnwna
a7 '71;:9‘: TWORT DN XN 1N

nnan'n Yya p'nan b mm “’u*:uw:
owwe Www'a " wum:mn 'mabx
1NON WY (M o nww om anxn)

R ok, (Y B

oo .

BLE mishteh of Purim, we tap into the megillah’s mishtehs 3
of salvation. Just as at both of Esther’s mishiehs, when 1nxn i
79 10 FeRw o 1onn, “The king said, ‘What is your request,
and it will be given to you?""*" Hashem turns to every Jew by !
the Purim seudah and offers to fulfill our requests.
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