Purim-Behind the Mask

Source Sheet by Rabbi Sam Shor

Exodus 28:4-6

(4) These are the vestments they are to
make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a
fringed tunic, a headdress, and a sash.
They shall make those sacral vestments
for your brother Aaron and his sons, for

priestly service to Me; (5) they, therefore,

shall receive the gold, the blue, purple,
and crimson yarns, and the fine linen. (6)
They shall make the ephod of gold, of
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and of
fine twisted linen, worked into designs.

Esther 1:4-6

(4) For no fewer than a hundred and
eighty days he displayed the vast riches
of his kingdom and the splendid glory of
his majesty. (5) At the end of this period,
the king gave a banquet for seven days
in the court of the king’s palace garden
for all the people who lived in the
fortress Shushan, high and low alike. (6)
| There were hangings of] white cotton
and blue wool, caught up by cords of
fine linen and purple wool to silver rods
and alabaster columns: and there were
couches of gold and silver on a
pavement of marble, alabaster, mother-
of-pearl, and mosaics.
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Megillah 12a

The verse states: “When he showed the
riches of his glorious [kevod] kingdom

and the honor of his majestic [ziferet]

greatness’ (Esther 1:4). Rabbi Yosei bar

Hanina said: This teaches that

Ahasuerus wore the priestly vestments.

Esther 8:15

(15) Mordecai left the king’s presence in
royal robes of blue and white, with a
magnificent crown of gold and a mantle
of fine linen and purple wool. And the
city of Shushan rang with joyous cries.
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Esther 7:2
(2) On the second day, the king again

asked Esther at the wine feast, “What is

your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be

granted you. And what is your request?

Even to half the kingdom, it shall be
fulfilled.”

Esther 5:1

(1) On the third day, Esther put on royal
apparel and stood in the nner court of the

kig’s palace, facing the king’s palace,
while the king was sitting on his royal

throne in the throne room facing the
entrance of the palace.
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Genesis 27:15-16

(15) Rebekah then took the best clothes of
her older son Esau, which were there in
the house, and had her younger son Jacob
put them on; (16) and she covered his
hands and the hairless part of his neck
with the skins of the kids.

Genesis 38:13-15

(13) And Tamar was told, “Your father-in-
law 1s coming up to Timnah for the
sheepshearing.” (14) So she took off her

widow’s garb, covered her face with a veil,

and, wrapping herself up, sat down at the
entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to
Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was

grown up, yet she had not been given to

~ him as wife. (15) When Judah saw her, he
took her for a harlot: for she had covered
her face.
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Esther 8:8 771 NN
(8) And you may further write with regard 2192 D TTPTTY 1203 nnARy (m)

to the Jews as you see fit. [Write it] in the _ S RIE T T
king’s name and seal it with the king’s 1780 TWAU2 Y200 7253 DY DY°1Y3

signet, for an edict that has been writtenin ~ D1D73) T22070W3 /IR 27773
the king’s name and sealed with the king’s YI? TR 7700 NYav3
signet may not be revoked.”

Sefer Netivot Shalom
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