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who were throughout the entire kingdom of Ahasuerus — tne
people of Mordechai. 7 In the first month, which is the month of
Nissan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, pur (thatis, the lot)
was cast In the presence of Haman from day to day, and from
month to month, to the twelfth month, which is the month of

Adar.

Jews undertook to continue the practice they had begun, just

as Mordechai had prescribed to them.

24 For Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, enemy
of all the Jews, had plotted to destroy the Jews and had cast
a pur (thal is, the lot) to terrify and destroy them: 2 but when
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hanged him and his sons on the gallows. % Tha is why they

called these days "Purim” from the word “pw.” Therefore,
because of all that was written in this letter, and because of
what they had experienced, and what has happened to them,
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Why, of all things, is Purim the name of the festival?
Additionally, in the paragraph we recite in shul after the Megillah
reading, Asher Heni, we say “1 % q8m3 an Ms—Haman's lottery was

o @\'@99 £

transformed into our lottery.” What does this mean? How can one per-

son's lottery became another's?

4, HAMAN'S WAR ROOM
The Vilna Gaon explains that the lottery Haman cast was not, as we
may think, a matter of choosing some random date. After all, why would

Haman do such a thing? It may be true that Amalek consider things to

“just happen,” but why should that result in Haman insisting on making
his choice of date dependent on a random lottery? That doesn’t seem
in any way as if it will increase his chances of succeeding. In fact, by
definition, it doesn’t seem like it will make any difference at all! Why
, Dot simply do what most people do when they would like to decide on a

date—think about when the best date will be!
5 That, says the Vilna Gaon, is exactly what Haman was doing.*
In order to understand how this was so, we need to discuss the idea
of mazalos. The word mazalos literally translates as “constellations”

and represents the flow of spiritual forces into the world through the
celestial arrangement of the various constellations. Indeed, the word
mazal comes from the word nozel, which means to flow. The mazalos are
the system through which Hashem runs the world, empowering certain
Jnazalos at certain times, which results in success or failure for those

vho are influenced by that mazal in that area. This is the way in which
all nations receive their spiritual influence.

All except the Jewish People. The Gemara tells us that “there is no

azal for Yisrael” This means that Hashem does not guide the Jewish

People through mazalos, rather, He guides them directly, as the verse
éé‘says: “For Hashem's people are His portion.” However, this direct super-
vision is ‘dependent on the Jewish People being on a level that makes
them deserving of it. Should they fail to attain the level that grants them
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such supervision, they become at the mercy of the mazalos that govern

the nations of the world generally, and the mazalos are not kind to Yisrael.
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(O The workings of the mazalos were well-known to Haman. The lottery
was a means through which he was able to determine the day in which
® the mazalos would be most damaging to the Jewish People. The date on
which the lottery fell was the thirteenth of Adar.”
Was Haman correct in his assessment? In principle, he was entirely
correct. The thirteenth of Adar was the day where the mazalos should

7~*have been most damaging to the Jewish People. Moreover, the suscep-

tibility of the Jewish People to being damaged through mazalos was
likewise very much connected to the question of their location, as well
as to the presence or absence of the Beis Hamikdash.

—

5 Shabbos 156a.
Devarim 32:9.

@ The Hebrew word for lottery is “goral” In both places where the Megillah mentions Haman's
lottery (Esther 3:7 and 9:24), it refers to it as “a pur, that is, the lottery (goral)," thereby
indicating that this was not a standard lottery that is entirely arbitrary. Rather, this special
pur-type of lottery was based on a system of finding the most auspicious day for any given
endeavor, It is referred to as a lottery only in the sense that the answer is not consciously
chosen by the one who casts it. Indeed, a simple reading of the verse indicates that Haman
did not even cast the lottery himself, for it states, “He cast the lot in front of Haman” (3:7).
Haman did not have the expertise needed to cast a pur-type of lottery, and therefore com-
missioned someone who did (Maharal, Ohr Chadash to 9:24).
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5. BEIS HAMIKDASH: THE ULTIMATE SUKKAH
It is interesting to note that one of the names by which the Beis
" Hamikdash is known is as a “sukkah.” Thus, for example, the Navi refers
to the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash as the “restoring of the Sukkah
of David.”® Why is the Beis Hamikdash called a sukkah? It doesn't look
anything like a sukkah!

In his commentary to Shir HaShirim, the Vilna Gaon explains that
thiana]ogy of the Beis Hamikdash to a sukkah is that, like a sukkah, it
provides “shade from the sun.” The “sun” represents the mazalos of the
stars and constellations, and the “shade” provided by the Beis Hamikdash
represents the Divine protection from the harmful effects of the mazalos.

Hence, in the absence of the Beis Hamikdash, and having been ex-
iled from their land, the Jewish People are indeed prone to the harmful
effects of the mazalos. This is the meaning of the verse in Shir HaShirim
that states: “Do not look at me for [ am blackened, for I have been
burned by-the sun...they set me as a guard for the vineyards, my own
vineyard I did not guard.”

In this verse, the Jewish People are bemoaning their “sunburned”
state, having been exiled and, without the shade of the Beis Hamikdash
to protect them, they have been damaged by the mazalos. The reason
for their predicament is that having failed to guard their own vine-
yard—the Land of Israel—they have been forced to guard others’
vineyards, which have no shade to protect them !

If this is true regarding the Jewish People’s relationship with
mazalos generally, we can well understand that, as long as things re-
mained as normal, the day when the mazalos were most stacked againstS
them would result in an absolute catastrophe, As far as Haman was
concerned, it was worth the wait!

f
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6. THE THIRTEENTH OF ADAR: MAZEL TOVI
However, had Haman lived until the thirteenth of Adar he would
have been deeply disappointed. In the end, the day went extremely
well for the Jewish People; they succeeded in defeating all their foes
_without suffering any casualties on their side. What happened? Where
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did Haman err in his calculations?

. In fact, he did not err at all. His assessment of the mazalos situation
was entirely accurate. What he had failed to factor in was the One who
arranged the mazalos in the first place, Who saw fit to intervene and not

conly place His people beyond the reach of mazalos, but actually to reverse
the nature of the mazal for that day permanently! This represented anoth-
er aspect whereby Hashem completely overturned the “natural” workings
of the spiritual realm for the sake of the Jewish People. Moreover, the
newly acquired propitious nature of the month of Adar for us remains
testimony to this upheaval until this day. The Gemara tells us that if one
has a court case pending against a gentile, he should try and arrange to
have it in the month of Adar, which is an auspicious month for the Jewish
People regarding any altercations with other nations.* Thus, the “lottery

Sk of Haman” was indeed “transformed to be our lottery.”

And so, the transformation of the nature of the month of Adar gen-
erally, and the thirteenth of Adar specifically, represents the full extent
to which Hashem was prepared to “break the rules” in defense of His
people. Therefore, in choosing a name with which to celebrate our salva-
tion, there is no more appropriate name than “Purim,” which is the plural
of the word Pur"—lottery, referring to the original lottery of Haman
that identified this as the blackest of days for us, and the subsequent

® lottery that transformed it into the brightest of days!
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72 eo CONSTANT MITZVAH 1: EMUNAH — FAITH IN HASHEM

2\
«<§ Purpose: In our Lives

[ Emunah-filled outlook on life is not only essential for

understanding history; it also enables us to understand
events that occur in our own lives. Once you realize that the
purpose of the world — and your purpose as a player in it — is
to attain perfection, you begin to notice Hashem’s Hand in youf
life. You begin to view troublesome events as challenges that will
help you grow. You no longer take the good for granted; you realize
that Hashem is giving you tools with which to advance. You cease
to view events in your life as random occurrences. Every event
— major or minor — begins to fit into the general purpose of the
world. Emunah becomes part of your life, filling every second of the
day, and then begins to be reflected in vour actions.

One book of Tanach is devoted entirely to teaching us to view the
world through this perspective: Megillas Esther. The Talmud (Megil-
lah 7a) entertains the possibility that Megillas Esther is not actually
part of Tanach. The Book of Esther does not contain any clear proph-
ecies — we do not read of any communication between Hashem
and Mordechai or Esther — and it does not record a single event
that we would classify as a miracle.

It is clear, however, that Megillas Esther is not merely an account
of events that occurred in Media and Persia over two millennia
ago. The second to last verse of Esther reads: inynay i5pn mwyn 73)
"o Dy T 99 Yy NG OF K 9T 19 W TR N7 Y
oo+, All [Achashveirosh's] mighty and powerful acts, and the account
of the greatness of Mordechai, whom the king promoted, are recorded in
the book of chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia (10:2). Why must
we resort to secular sources for the rest of the story? Why doesn’t

( the Book of Esther relate what became of Achashveirosh, and what
' Mordechai accomplished?
Rabbi Yechezkel Abramsky considers this verse to be one of the
most important verses in the Megillah, for it defines what this book
*is about. The objective of Megillas Esther is not to teach us history.
There are enough history books in the arghives of Media and Persia.
The Megillah was written to teach us to notice Divine Providence. It
strings together a series of seemingly unrelated events that occurred
over a period of nine years. Only when we read the sequence of
events as they are recorded in the Megillah do we realize that Hashem
prepared the cure before the malady: Vashti rebelled against Achash-
veirosh and was killed, paving the way for Esther to become queen,
and for Mordechai to save the king's life, thus placing them into posi-
tion to save the Jewish people — even before Haman's decree began
to ruminate in his head. Had these events not been listed together in
the Megillah, we probably would not notice the relationship between
them.
N’T,]le Megillah is not about history, but about destiny. It is part of
Tanach because it teaches us to examine our lives and try to see how

each event fits into Hashem's plan for our personal advancement.
Think about the grand events in your own life: the person you mar-
ried, and the person you didn’t marry; the job you accepted, and
the one that you really wanted but did not get; the teachers who

influenced you. You may start to notice a pattern. Sometimes the
grand events are not enough. You will have to focus on the min-
ute details of life: people you met — seemingly by chance — who
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“affected you in some way; a train you missed that caused you to see

an advertisement on th.e next frain that helped you grow; a rjlde you a@ - — 2. S ck-@:?

took with a friend, during which you overheard a conversation that

contained an important message for your own life. 5. When the Jews stray from the path of Torah, Hashem
Such introspection can boost your Emunah, as you begin to s-teps in to redirect them. Sometimes He accomplishes this

make sense of your life and the path that has been paved for through positive events, and sometimes through seemingly

you. It might be painful sometimes. There might be questions. negative events. Only Hashem knows and understands His

There may be events that you simply cannot understand. Don't Teasons for choosing either technique. The Purim miracle

represented the latter method. The holiday is named after
Haman’s lottery, because the seemingly evil lottery is

forget —— you are in the middle of the story. If we were to stop

roading the Megillah somewhere in the middle, we wouldn’t be . L
able to make sense of it. We should internalize the message of the what stirred the ]e?vs to re.pentance, which is what in turn
Megillah and use it as a guide for our own lives, and have faith brought about their salvation.

that once we move on to the next world, all our questions will be (A.LS.)

answered.

2

14 Purim Eternal
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nUnR A 0D APNaw R¥RI TR ANwR M0 ORIW? RRw Sw 3 awyl
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this world®>—rather, we are mandated to temper our “happy” emotions
with feelings of awe and cautiousness—how are we allowed to experi-

—

ence complete and unbridled simchah on Purim? oy 1313 phay v mamynn? wnwn Y mm KM Iena xR oya Yl
He answers that Purim is not part of this present world; rather, it is WO TR X PPNy $°BIN 12w NWRIT DR BY T M8 TI0 °D xw
intended as an other-worldly experience that is meant to give us a taste nPnnn Ban 1At PRy K2 190 IR @ v new) 10 127R IW3IN 077E0
of what the joy of the future Messianic times will be like.? MDY NPMIK ME'W ARIM AMN0R 0T 190w 5y RO p':'ny' X2 x';-w ::.’1;9:;

JEPBY NPRIR ‘D™D’ 00 1m? 1 093 ove anen ayrom nama oonys’ 197
™ e SRwaw 1 XY 0N phayt omw wmwn by mmint xa
1712 nbwa xmmn) 27N TR 79195y Mo e oL ann

In other words, Purim is an extraordinary day; it is a day not from
this world, but from the next world. It is a day when we all are given
the amazing gift of being able to feel the eternal joy of the ultimate
Redemption—and this is its essential quality. DTSy X3 Phoy 12051 AMAR 10 DT 19T RON DYTDY PR DMIDIN 0NN
SOMnn o ren 5y ROR 82 RO PR RY DR

If this is the case, and Purim is so remarkable because it offers us a
glimpse of Messianic joy even in this world, then that quality of the day 1 yw 73 X0 phny nmmynn ntean 2 00 593 T R 127w am
should he alluded to in its very name. D1 ROR WK ywanw 592 107 *3 0307 DR 1PN PRI 120 1Hn K30 0TRD
ENA w3 PRIRY TIX TAM ,2Un2 XN NR TImaY 272 7120 1Tl
K2 ,Onxy 1PN 17vD° 10 0T BY1 L AVwan maTyna? omaw SRawe 27paw
nrngena vianh Py oTRg Inw T RN LpARAN pry an Lywan v
AR IPYNY 1207 NE7 DRI A3wn nwy e MR opw MR 7372
{3 ,n20D *ba op &b I K1D *3 ,1yn pRYY T KD 793 X a7ab o
\bnrn ARTR N0 TINA ROR 27K AR PR NARDY PN 000w Yo .
. .onxy B TIna 11r;*n:f

PRI DY WP NTPNNNA 77 0021 K YR paw e T1ow rown mam
OPAw 0ioa By utm avn wnw By imyEnsa 17 e 1en ow by ,0me
591 1manaw Sx1we 27pa awyviw ppnn By, anen mamvnnb oue o

I believe that it is.

When you look at the letters 1, there is a letter 1 that pulls the 8 and
the 1 together. A 1 is often called a “1121771 1" because it connects and
pulls two things together. But hiding betwgena o and a 7 in the order of

( the N"1 49X is a ¥ and a {7, which together comprise the word v, which
refers to the end of days—the future Messianic period.”

The hint is remarkable: On a superficial level, all we see is the 719, the
3 seemingly arbitrary lots that we are given in life, both individually and

as a nation. However, when we try to look deeper, we are able to see that
which is hidden beneath the T18—we are able to see that there is a Yp,
an end time that all of the events in Jewish history are leading toward;
a time when it will be revealed to us that absolutely nothing is arbitrary
in this world and that there is a tachlis, a positive purpose, to whatever
Hashem sends our way. '

703 W3 D57 YD MPEKT MIn 03 .08 AR TI03 Unn mon oM L3R
by 1Bn A3 MNRY YRAE Y@ NYPBINE NXIM JTINA 18 01T 197 9y 18T
1 w1 S nywn’? 1Y RN MO TI02 71 NPNM AMNA § 0T 1e0w

ATIY PR T APMRA @I M9 10 2w A1 127 W32
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On Purim, we have the ability to peer beneath the surface and see that

which is hidden underneath. At the time of Mordechai and Esther, we 7T oM W
were able to see that the 118 of Haman was not what it first appeared to MmO 1D NPRIRA Dnn Cnwa o3 9% 151 1 beann AN RN M
be. It seemed to be a death sentence against the Jewish People, but ul- X7 TV TI0) L0032 W AYHN DRT3 XD DR @7 MIKD PRI b
timately it was not. It was, rather, a call to teshuvah and a way to enable NgyTpn TR AR MM YT 1D Awn TR @ TI0 5Y 191 1D Mt
3 the Jewish People to experience complete salvation. P T "7 TR’ TI0 TP NMRY KINK KIWOT M3 N3 e @7 mxae
So too, every year on Purim we have the opportunity to realize that the TP RWP TP T 1AM A M2 EPNT R ATAIRI pwn M3 '3 pw

have the complete faith that nothing is coincidental and that the events Br Ronm ,DINRNA Makya 0 PR 0 pony 1 .anwan T R P
of this world are leading to a time of unlimited joy, a time of Yp—a tim X P03 R W TTPH WM SN MWRRD TIPR KA D P 10O
when ‘717 1MW 128 1w K71 187 will exist in a permanent sense. IMASRA P AR WD TIRY P TI0 KT EA MR RN M R

9voR Tar

tp is hiding behind the ™3, the seemingly arbitrary events of life. WD 790 1P KT NRM ,DINN XD AN BU00 TN KT AR D 0NRG X MPD
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Touching the Point of Perfection §

PURIM AND YOM KIPPUR

The Zohar tells us that Yom Kippur is so called because it
“yom k'purim, a day “like” Purim.”” How is Yom Kippur, th
sacred day of fasting and abstaining from all pleasures of th‘_
world, like Purim, when we feast and are merry? -

Aol (W

2Co Qur:m a'\'?—r‘m\g\‘_ R, Frar

« Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner writes that the fact that the Megillah
is called “Megillas Esther” (which can also be translated as
“revealing that which is hidden”) alludes to the fact that our
inner ratzon, which is sometimes concealed, becomes revealed

_on Purim.®

+ One of the reasons that many have the custom to dress up with
masks and costumes on Purim' is to show that even when our

outer actions are somewhat defective, as they were in the times

af Purim, our true selves are not represented by what we look

Purim is so called because of the pur, " the lottery whlc like externally, but rather by our inner ratzon to serve Hashem

Haman cast to determine on which day he would anmhllat{ﬁ ' properly.”
the Jews. This day, as the megillah tells us, was transforme§

into a day of annihilating the enemies of the Jews, followed This may be another reason why we feel such a sense of unity on Purim.

by div o test, celebrased as Busim, .\,' All of Klal Yisrael is really considered as NAN W91 WMV, stemming

from the same soul.’? We are all connected in that we all have the same

ots pla | rol o b . A
Lot play @ crucia; fole in Yom Kippur as well. Thé‘ ratzom;" it is only our external actions that differentiate us from each

primary service of Yom Kippur takes place with a lotter)p,

other.* On Purim, we realize that we all have the same yearning and the
sanie ultimate goal to be ovdei Hashem and we are therefore able to feel

over two goats which look exactly the same. The atonemq&ﬁ;

of Yom Kippur is achieved by the avodah with these two
goats.

The nature of a goral (lottery) expresses the essence of

a tremendous love and affinity to one another.

;

e ——

these Yamim Yovim, so different yet so similar. Of all ways| . e e g 8”'I*HH' B o o e

TSR 9T K DI TIVD DIIBYI WHR DUART 733 [N TR AR .0 DI

nsun o1 BY AsuRa 0T SNa Y nvaph Mosw A YY nena :n7Enn X9R

nYDA KT — TTAT AV RPYT TOTIA OUTIDA TRD YITY 2K Y 11w navan
12o%nn AV Y — Ton

that one can acquire things, winning by lottery remains

incomprehensible. If someone works intelligently and dili-

gently, it makes sense for them to earn real money. Acquiring
by inheritance has a logic of its own — we are a part of our
parents and other close relatives. But why should a person

) 120737 WY BTID AYRT 0O IR YITRY,INR 1D Yeor nm 1, nwRp T
win the lottery? No one can explain that.

Wan /1 DBy TUYR DPIEYA 07033 TN IR 10T 13 0TRY el u
ban on PRIWW D10B KIR NKT b5/ Syp SR npTe am? X9 D o
<89'¥M 170 Nwn 010 ony 3 12 DI N0

¢ The olam hagoral (the world of lots) is another term for
the world of Keser, the world which is above the head, the
seat of understanding, The world of Keser is also referred to

19am DAW YR D — MXIY ONPI N 17IPTW 13151 pon 1w XN "o3n™
DI NAN DN ©MAT 1D PRY 8 LA3Y Derp1 0On 17apn YU e
By mnn 1790 onvw Wi 2100 WKy — onwaw

as olam haratzon, the world of [Hashem’s] Will. Why does
Hashem so love and desire His people? Why does He forgive

our sins on Yom Kippur; why does He save us on Purim? 5
DD 3MY P KD T DA ISTID WNANA QYR MYmam omien TR,

L K97, IW 98T 1MAYAw , BAT0Y KA PRIW? P X0, TIARD w3
w2199 W 993 1Mavaw ,nva? R (nn

) It’s as mysterious as a lottery. We simply cannot fathom
)] Y not rathor

Hashem’s will."*
In the world of Keser is also yechidah, the unfathomable
£oot of the Jewish soul where we are fused together in abond

aRw M PRI mYTa By £ BB 3V ATWIRT Y 12WTNi P~
0w BRw ,0°an PwYal aPna Pavn

with our Creator. This is why the Noam Elimelech' has yet

o another name for the world of Keser, goral, and ratzon: kol
Yisrael — All of Yisrael.

DN RIOAY IO PYY 1900 K2W 212 DN ,07¥R IR 30 BIw ==l
7T NP1 ST 8T RY,IN9M 72m 1PN AW IR — DR P20 Y s
57 QW ¥ ,0Nd 172 1My wNena 1ama?

"3 D3p DWW 23 DY XN oivm X 53 ki 0% W

K1 DRSO3 TRVY WND DRITED 07 SR 550

TR THR 00 M990 DK 0URpS? DRDIN 0DI9NY K
onwITRa Yyt ©IPIYa YN mnrY

There is a world called “kol Yisrael,” and this world is PN Ls'%

complete without any blemish, because the collective of ,
; . ‘ P abynm D¥Y3 R DND YW DI gpIn v PrTIRA WA

Mmoo bw jpraw myavs namnn KM 79 DM W e nnRa N9
vyt MDY RY DI2TTW DI P ROX OB OTMMYRR 1D MY
8T IXIDY AN YW annm ninn Lw APIN MR (1D U INOK)
WX PWIYY TR Wwnn TR amRa awn mw o3 winnn avEny mn

PIvw 9T WIRA MR AT RT3 Anw MY YW %D MK K? 13D

_n;n_ ;'mw any 31 orn brrn Yow oaw o SRwa MEp N7 W

s Wwhw om Yy ¥ap) vera apy oThea YR s

Yisrael is righteous, as it says, “Your nation [as a whole]

is all tzaddikim.”*° Even if individuals sin sometimes, the

collective always remains with its holiness.

> In kol Yisrael, there are no better or worse Jews. There, we

fuse together as a collective, our actions immaterial in the

face of our G-dly essence. Because we are rooted in Him and

are essentially good, Hashem cleanses us from sin on Yom

Kippur and saves us on Purim.
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