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n every generation everyone is obliged to view himself as if he

personally left Mitzrayim. The Hagpadah cites two verses to sup-

port this: “ ‘Because of this Hashem did for me when I left Egypt’
(Shemos 13:5), for not only did He redeem our forefathers buc also
us, as it says: ‘And He took us out from there’ (Devarim 6:23).
¢ 1t seems thar chis obligation to feel as if one was actually in Egypr
and redeemed from there is extremely difficult, if not impossible,
to fulfill. No one I ever have asked has related ever experiencing
this feeling ar the conclusion of the Seder. Bur it is unreasonable
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to believe that G-d would give every one of us a mitzvah that is
attainable by only uniquely great individuals. Another difhculty is

the redundancy of the two scriprural sources for seemingly the same
obligation,
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Considering that we are obligated every year, on Pesach night, to see
ourselves as though we left Egypt, why does the Haggadah say that

. this is a person’s duty in every generation
In Every Generation, (an d riot. every year?

or Every Year? We can explain that the term in every
generation comes lo emphasize that it is not only every year on
Pesach that a person must regard himself as though he left Egypt,
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The analogy is clear. The body of the Jewish people, Klal Yisrael, person- @3 '\?Jg:" 0 thdah
ally experienced yetzias Mitzrayim. And, for all future generations, when a
descendant of the Jewish people relates the story of the miraculous events w3 nr gy nwwnw 82w (71 T nY) Heamab em mmE b0 Y 6
connected with it, he is doing so as a part of the "body" of the Jewish people. Lom Yoy ewnw Pom 9 mTn 72% mebhs nsa iman e M3 nEyal 1masa

rAlthough he was not personally there, and neither was his father or)\ bom by s MR XN DG (99 JRTAR n9wnY xim nrbbo nrwTwe ninws nwm)

(f;randfather, nevertheless, he, as a part of the body of the Jewish people, was | &7 r1 73 o0 T DRI M DK KTDEY KN TR DR 1K) I
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but in every generation, meaning in every period and circumstance.
Regardless of whether our own situation is good or bad, and regard-
less of whether the Jewish people as a whole are suffering, we must
always remember to view ourselves as though we personally left
Egypt. Although we are now in exile, the Exodus nevertheless caused

(lthe formation of the Jewish people, and since then we have always
remained Hashem's children and His chosen people — and for that,
we must rejoice greatly, in every circumstance,
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#Our Role is to Connect Heaven and Earth

Before entering that gate, Hashem is in Heaven and we arc
in this lower world, and we aren't'connected. Our purpose in
Cis world is to connect thé nw-and I, as it was at the original .\

creation, where the pasuk says nR1 0l I @°05-% %72 pwnaa }
x7, that Hashem created the 0w together with pax. !

When Hashem created the world, He wanted Heaven and
earth to be intertwined. On day one, on@n nx o'm%-8 K132 MRS
v nxy, He created both Heaven and earth together. On day
twao He created the Y1, the sky, and on the next day He created
the ground, again a balance of nmw and ¥3#-On day four, He
created the luminaries in the heaven, and the next day He created
fish and birds, which are on the earth. Yet again, a balance
of 0w and v7x. And on the sixth day, Hakadosh Baruch Hu
created man, who is a combination between o and yx, he

*Iﬁthc features of angels and animals, with physical features

) & Pharaoch declared that Mitzrayim doesn't nced a God, because
they are self-sufficient. They didn't need rain, to them everything
was done for lhem themselves. They didn't need any hashpa'ah.
That was Pharaoh's mantra, "rnwy "m0 8 *2, My river is my
lown, and I made myself (Yechezkel 29:3).

30 # Remembering This Concept on Pesach

This is the purpose of remembering Pesach, when we say 1yn?
0™Yn PINR R 07 NR ain. What exactly are we remembering?
The faet that we left doesn't require much memory. Instead,
Pharaoh's pﬁrpose was to separate, he was invelved in separating
omw from IR, which was the exact opposite the purpose of
PO NN OPRET AN O717-K K13 DPWRII, to connect onw and 7R,

harach wanted the onw to be o'nw and the YN to stay px,
and that it should be a Godless world, without any Shechinah.

That is what Pharaoh wanted to do, and that is what we
must remember. He didn't want there to be ma%n of Hashem
_in this world, and that is why he said 7 nx *ny= k%, the word
-y means to know, he said he doesn't know Hashem, but y1°
also means to connect, as in WX M M Y 0780, which means
he connected. Pharaoh said, 7 ni *ny7* 17, [ am not connected

with Hashem, leave Hashem where He is and leave the earth
as it is. That was the whole battle. The power of 12 then came
and gave him a mon.

3\ % We Aren't in This World Just to Have a
Good Time

OmIER PIKT TNKY 81 IR 71210 wn, that is what you have to
(remembcr. You didn't come to this world just to have a good

time. We are Hashem's ambassadors, we came to this world
in order to reveal Hashem's Kingdom, to establish onw mabn
through our tefillot, through our mitzvot, through our good
deeds. That is the purpose, and we have that ability.

Anything else is a waste of time, anything else is frivolity.

Hashem didn't bring us to this world for any other reason, He
doesn't need us for any other purpose. To have a good time?
Thal's not the reason we were created. The purpose He created

~, us is to connect 0°pY and 7, the way it was in its inception,
before the knots became loosened, Therefore, right after we left
Mitzrayim, we received the Torah. The Torah is the man, the

Torah is the connector. refillak is the connector
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3 Be Involved in Bringing Down the Shechinah

" When we remember our expdus from Mitzrayim, we have
o remember that Pharaoh tried to sever Heaven from earth, that

Moshe Rabenu tried to correct him but he didn't aceept, and
this also reminds us, where the nar comes from. When we are

¥0[ involved in bringing the Shechinah down, when we are too
involved in our own personal business, our own personal pleasure
and our own personal agenda. Hashem asks, what did I bring
you to this world for, to eat pizza all day? To jump around and
frolic? No. you were brought to this world to reveal m25n, as
the prophets are always telling us, ' K 713, and that was also
the purpose of the 1713, to connect, 13. But if chas veshalom we
don't connect, it becomes 112, it is from the same place.

That is'why the man ey are 1230 the mankE 1Y, because the
KA TTY are PN NRY DHEN AR 0°R7-K 8712 1PeRT3, to connect
2wtz and 7%, and if they are reversed, to do the opposite of this
connection, there are Man that destroy the world.
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7 We must feel as though we ourselves went out of Mitzr;yim. This
h means that we must be ready and eager to leave all of the influences

in our lives that are not from the Torah, but rather from the cultures
01 Additionally, we must feel the same emunah and bitachon that our
forefathers did when they actually departed from Mitzrayim, as if all

T We must understand that true freedom is the unfettered ability to live
with the ideal that is most important to us — the service of Hashem

u[& THE Freenom TiMe Zone ¢ 191 k‘ l |Q-
Perhaps we can differentiate between Mitzrayim and Eretz Mitz-
rayim. Eretz Mitzrayim is the peographic place. Mitzrayim is a state

of being, The word mitzrayim connotes “narrowness,” when one is
constricted, confined, and limited, enslaved by his passions, desires,
and_misconceptions and cannot actualize what his neshamah really
wants him to do, that which is truly best for him both in this world
and the next. From the time of Yirzchak Avinu’s birth, we were
strangers in a land not yet ours and we were constricted. This imped-
ed the full expression of the Jewish soul, confining and constricting
it to a state of ever-increasing Mitzrayim. It is only for a portion of
this time, however, that we were actually in the geographic location
called Eretz Mitzrayim, which physically epitomized this constric-
tion and confinement through slavery and affliction. So we were in
fact in Mitzrayim 430 years, although not in Eretz Mitzrayim, the
land of Egypt. At the culmination of those 430 ycars, we left the
land of Mitzrayim, where we had been enslaved for 210 years.

In this light, Eretz Yisrael is called “eretz tovak wrechavah — a good
and__ spacious la.nd"_(S/aemas 3:8). The opposite of Mitzrayim. It is a
land that permits us to develop and expand, to break out of the con-

tE"_re'fllizé_iﬁém totality of the truc desires of our neshamah — as indi-
Viduals and as a people.

strictions and confincments of the yeszer hara. It gives us the potential)

FREEING YOURSELF FROM “MITZRAYIM”

Wg are ¢ exhorted that in every generation each individual is re-
quired to view himself as if he personally left Mitzrayim —
‘not necessarily Fretz Mitzrayim, but Mitzrayim. One need not identify

ith having been in the locality of Egypt and building store cities for
Pharaoh, but rather with being steeped in one’s own Mitzrayim, one’s

E ing Yetzlas Milzrayin.

In every generation, we are obligated to see ourselves as experienc-
Most pecple understand this ta mean that we must
_understand that the miracles and wonders Hashem performed thousands
of years ago as cur forefathers departed from Mitzrayim were literally

~J performed on our behalf as well. The love and the care that Hashem ex-

"

pressed at that time, and thus, the degree of emunah and bitachon that
Klal Yisrael had at that time, agElx to us too. Hashem treated us in this

. ~manner, and so we can, and therefore must, have the same degree of
gmunah in His abilities and bitachon in His decisions as they did. And,
surely, this is all true.

Additionally, we must understand what freedom actually is, in order
to_appreciate the freadom that our forefathers experienced, for we are
charqed with experiencing it as well. It is true that slaves are not able to
take vacations when they wish, or eat what they want. Is that the freedom
we are supposed to appreciate? Obviously not. A decision about how to
spend our leisure time is, at the end of the day, a decision about some-
thing that is often of little or no import. Real freedom, then, is the ability

* to live with goals and to accomplish those goals. Hashem took us out of
Mitzrayim and freed us to carry out the goal o serving Him. This is the

freedom we must feel today, One must be free to follow the directive of
Hashem, no matter what befalls him, whether physically, emotionally, or
psycholagically. Perhaps a person might be tempted to ease up in his fife-
style, and not live with such fierce dedication to yiras Shamayim, Torah.
and mitzuos. This is not expressing the freedom that we were granted when
we left Mitzrayim. Fre is the ability to igpore everything but one's
relationship with tHas nd to be absolutely faithful to that i Many
times, practicing our faith openly ma lead to persecution; true freedom
is the opportunity and the ability to withstand the pressures of society
and stand up and choose to follow Hashem, no matter what stands in our
way. Each parson who left Mitzrayim had to reach this level — where they
wanted to serve Hashem and focus on their relationship with Him, fo the
gxclusion of other pursuits, It was these people whom Hashem redeemed
from the lowest places, pnysically and spiritually, and made inte His cho-
sen nation. In this manner, we can experience the feeling of freedom that
Klal Yisrael felt when they left Mitzrayim.

But there is much more to it than that. As we have mentioned several

(

L‘-Q?imr:s. the day that the Torah bids us to commemorate with the korban

pesach and the Seder is not the day on which we actually ceased to per-
form work in Mitzrayim, which was the second level of freedom we expe-
rienced. We are rather commanded to commernorate the day we left Mitz-
rayim, and it is this day that the Haggadah bids us to internalize in every
generation. What was the level of freedom we_experi i

own personal confinement and constriction, by one’s own yerzer butra.

The source verse makes no mention of Eretz Mitzrayim, the land of

Egypt, but rather it says, “Because of this Hashem did for me when I
The sifrei Kabbalah relate that from thirty days before Pesach,

every night Hashem progressively provides each Jewish soul with
the potential to redecm itself from the bonds of its pc:sonrs_{lﬁélavery
to the yetzer hara. This redemption culs
Seder. Hence, as one fulfills the Seder and its various mitzvos, he
must contemplate his personal, spiritual cnslavement and his eman:
cipation. This is a very personal and individualized meditation, as
reflected by the phrase “One must consider himself as if he wenrt out
of Egypt” — not as if he was one of those who went out of Egypt, but
rather as if he was _the only one who went out, referring to his own

very personal Mitzrayim.

[255] REB REUVEN FEINSTEIN ON THE HAGGADAH

which surround us, and cling only to the Torah.

The separaiion, from all things connected to the ways of Mitzravim. The

things that were important in Egyptian lifestyle, and the ideas that they
held in high esteem, and the goals they sought to accomplish, no longer |
Teld any place of importance in the hearts and minds of Klal Yisrael. Al
of the Jewish people who merited to leave Mitzrayim had one thing in
common: They were looking forward to dedicating themselves totally to
Hashem and His Torah. We call the Exodus Yetzias Mitzrayim, which liter-
ally translates as “The departure of Mitzrayim,” because the association
with Mitzrayim's culture departed from us when we left.
ere, in the medinah shel chessed of the United States, we have be-
come wrapped up, to varying degrees, in the culture of our hosts, There
is a place for us to play sports, in the pursuit of exercise and friendship.
7~ But competition that involves haughtiness, lying, and wishing for another
person's downfall is a result of absorbed behaviors from our environment.
There is a place for us to dress in a well-appointed, confident, and regal
manner. But if we are dressing in a trendy way, we need to examine where
the trends are caming from. And there is a place in the world for technol-
s ogy. But are we using it as Hashem desires, or as the people around us
use it? ’ '

—— . . .
We are commanded to wake up, and realize that we are alsomired in the

Llllociety in which we livel Hashem demands from us now, as He demanded

from Klal Yisrael then, to desire to depart from a culture that is foreign
(la Torah values, so that He will save us. Yes, we are charge with having)

the same emunah and bilachon as our forefathers did, and we are also
obligated to appreciate the freedom to dedicate ourselves to Hashem, but
it does ot stop there. We are also commanded fo gssess our connection
with the society in which we are living, and make the decision to reject
its negative influences on us. In this way, when the time for Mashiach ar-_
(Tives, there will be no question that we will be saved; for we will be among
those who wished to, and indeed, who saw ourselves, as deparu'nifrﬂrﬁ'
Mitzrayin. —H

of Hashem's salvation happened to us.

and the observance of His Torah.

And | want you to realize that this is not impossible; it is actually more
doable than you may think. While the galus rages and both we and our
brethren in Eretz Yisrael are all in galus, there are cultural challenges to
our lifestyle that we face in the Diaspora that the Chareidi public in Erelz,
Vistael does not have to deal with. And baruch Hashem, we often see
young couples, who so enjoyed their time |earning in Eretz Yisrael, decide
to Tive there for a while, From the shailos [ receive, I can tell you that
more often than not, the reason they need to move back eventually is
parnasszh-related. But the desire to stay in Eretz Yisrael, living a Torah
life, is there — and that desire needs to be kindled in every one of us. The _

billity to be ready to live our lives devoid of the influences of our environs,

and to cling to the Torah HaKedoshah, to the path Hashem wants for us, is

sgmething that we can all strive to do, wherever we may be located.

)
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