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OU Pshat in the Parsha 2026-2027
Rosh Hashana

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

The Sounds of the Season: Analyzing the Origin and
Significance of the Shofar Blasts

I. Rosh Hashana:The Mysterious Mandate
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And in the seventh month on the first day of the month a Holy Convocation shall

be for you; all laborious work you shall not do; a day of Terua it shall be for you.
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e Whatis a terua?
e What is its origin?
e How does it serve as a description of Rosh Hashanah?
Il. Returning to the Sources
A. The Journey Begins: The Last Commandment at Sinai- Trumpets
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And Hashem spoke to Moshe saying: Have two silver trumpets made; make them
of hammered work. They shall serve you to summon the community and to set
the divisions in motion.
When both are blown in long blasts, the whole community shall assemble before
you at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting;
and if only one is blown, the chieftains, heads of Israel’s contingents, shall
assemble before you.
But when you sound short blasts, the divisions encamped on the east shall move
forward; and when you sound short blasts a second time, those encamped on the
south shall move forward. Thus short blasts shall be blown for setting them in
motion, while to convoke the congregation you shall blow long blasts, not short
ones.
The trumpets shall be blown by Aaron’s sons, the priests; they shall be for you an
institution for all time throughout the ages.
When you are at war in your land against an aggressor who attacks you, you shall
sound short blasts on the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the
LORD your God and be delivered from your enemies.
And on your joyous occasions—your fixed festivals and new moon days—you shall
sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and your sacrifices of well-being.
They shall be a reminder of you before your God: I, the LORD, am your God.
In the second year, on the twentieth day of the second month, the cloud lifted
from the Tabernacle of the Pact
and the Israelites set out on their journeys from the wilderness of Sinai. The cloud
came to rest in the wilderness of Paran.

e These instructions seem utilitarian in nature. Why are they recorded in the
Torah at all? Even more, is this the best way to close Revelation and begin
Jewish National journey?
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B. A Closer Look...
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When both are blown in long blasts, the whole community shall assemble before
you at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting;

and if only one is blown, the chieftains, heads of Israel’s contingents, shall
assemble before you.

But when you sound short blasts, the divisions encamped on the east shall move
forward;

and when you sound short blasts a second time, those encamped on the south
shall move forward. Thus short blasts shall be blown for setting them in motion,
while to convoke the congregation you shall blow long blasts, not short ones.

e Look carefully at the two different sounds recorded in the text: Terua, a
broken sound, Tekia, an unbroken sound. Why are they sounded as they
are?

C. An Even Closer Look...
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When you are at war in your land against an aggressor who attacks you, you shall
sound short blasts on the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the
LORD your God and be delivered from your enemies.
And on your joyous occasions—your fixed festivals and new moon days—you shall
sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and your sacrifices of well-being.
They shall be a reminder of you before your God: I, the LORD, am your God
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D. An Exception
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“Make for yourself” For yourself you create them... You may use them but none
other

e While all the other utensils created in the desert were passed down
intergenerationally, the Hatzotzrot were not.

e Moshe’s Hatzotzrot could not be used in Yehoshua’s generation-they had
to be fashioned anew...

e Putting all the clues together...were the Hatzrotzrot only for utilitarian
purposes or was there a deeper significance to their sounding?

I1l. Why on a Shofar?
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IV. The Sounds of Rosh HaShana
A. The Central Sound

N'N' VNN O IYUN X? NTAV NIX717722 D22 N TR RPN WTN? TRNA 'WIwWN wTNAl
D2?

And in the seventh month on the first day of the month a Holy Convocation shall
be for you; all laborious work you shall not do; a day of Terua it shall be for you.
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Speak to the Children of Israel saying: In the seventh month on the first day of the
month you shall mark a Shabbat, a remembrance of Terua, a Holy Convocation.
Which of the Hatzotzrot sounds becomes the central sound of Rosh HaShana?
Why?

What is the place of the other shofar sounds on this day of Terua?

B. Tekiot
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Back to the Hatzrotzot: From the phrases “Ut’katem Terua” and “Terua Titkau” -
that use the verb emanating from Tekia to command the sounding of a Terua -the
Talmudists determine that, unless otherwise specified, each Terua must be
surrounded by accompanying Tekiot.

What philosophical lessons might be learned form the fact that each broken
sound must be surrounded by unbroken sounds.

C. Shevarim
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Onkelos translates Terua as “yevava. From the fact that (the evil general) Sisera’s
mother is “meyabev” as she waits in vain for her son’s return from battle against
the Israelites, we learn the a “yevava” is an anguished sound.
The rabbis debate, however, should the sound be a “sobbing” or a “sighing”
sound. Thus two sounds develop over time to fulfill the biblical
Terua: “Our Terua”- a broken sound of 9 staccato blasts-sobbing...
“Our Shevarim”- a broken sound of three short blasts-sighing
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D. The Final Step
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Ultimately, Rabbi Avahu mandates a universal practice to fulfill all possibilities:
The sounding of: Terua-sobbing; Shevarim-sighing; Shevarim Terua-sighing leading
to sobbing (He does not mandate Terua-Shevarim because he maintains that
sobbing does not normally lead to sighing).
What might have motivated Rabbi Avahu’s takana. Was he concerned to be
“yotzei I'chpl ha’dayot?” Did he believe that all options satisfied the law? If so,
what might have been his motivation?

Finally... Three last questions

e Why surrounding Nniv'pn
e Why close the encounter at Sinai with the creation of the CHatzotzrot?
e Does this give rise to a final Rosh Hashanah message?



