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11. And he arrived at the place and lodged there because the sun had set, and he took
some of the stones of the place and placed [them] at his head, and he lay down in that
place.

12. And he dreamed, and behold! a ladder set up on the ground and its top reached to
heaven; and behold, angels of God were ascending and descending upon it.

13. And behold, the Lord was standing over him, and He said, I am the Lord, the God
of Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac; the land upon which you are lying to
you I will give it and to your seed.

14. And your seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall gain strength
westward and eastward and northward and southward; and through you shall be
blessed all the families of the earth and through your seed.

15. And behold, I am with you, and I will guard you wherever you go, and I will restore
you to this land, for I will not forsake you until I have done what I have spoken
concerning you.”

16. And Jacob awakened from his sleep, and he said, 7Indeed, the Lord is in this place,
and I did not know [it].”

17. And he was frightened, and he said, ”How awesome is this place! This 1s none other
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

18. And Jacob arose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had
placed at his head, and he set it up as a monument, and he poured oil on top of it.
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This ladder all may climb up who wish to do so, and they must ultimately attain to a
knowledge of Him who is above the summit of the ladder, because He remains upon it
permanently. It must be well understood that the term »upon 1t” is employed by me in
harmony with this metaphor. 7Angels of God” who were going up represent the
prophets. That the term 7angel” was applied to prophets may clearly be seen in the
following passages: ”He sent an angel” (Num. xx. 16); 7And an angel of the Lord came
up from Gilgal to Bochim” (Judges ii. 1). How suggestive, too, is the expression
rascending and descending on 1t The ascent is mentioned before the descent,
inasmuch as the 7ascending” and arriving at a certain height of the ladder precedes the
rdescending,” i.e., the application of the knowledge acquired in the ascent for the
training and instruction of mankind. This application is termed 7descent,” in
accordance with our explanation of the term yarad
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Now Jacob lifted his feet As soon as he was given the good tidings that he was

assured protection, his heart lifted his feet, and he became fleet-footed. So it is
explained in Gen. Rabbah (70:8).
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23, Fear of the Lord is for life, and he will rest satisfied, not to be visited by evil.
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R. Jonah further said in the name of R. Zera: Whoever goes seven days without a
dream is called evil, as it says, And he that hath it shall abide satisfied; he shall not be
visited with evil. Read not sabea’, [satisfied] but sheba’ [seven]
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19) The Power of Dreams, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Mikketz 30 November 2013
Dreaming is often thought to be impractical. Not so: it is one of the most practical
things we can do. There are people who spend months planning a holiday but not even
a day planning a life. They let themselves be carried by the winds of chance and
circumstance. That is a mistake. The sages said, “Wherever [in the Torah] we find the
word vayehi, ‘And it came to pass,’ it is always the prelude to tragedy.” (Megillah 10b)
A vayehi life is one in which we passively let things happen. A yehi (“Let there be™)
life is one in which we make things happen, and it is our dreams that give us direction.
Theodor Herzl, to whom more than any other person we owe the existence of the state
of Israel, used to say, “If you will it, it is no dream.” I once heard a wonderful story
from Eli Wiesel. There was a time when Sigmund Freud and Theodore Herzl lived in
the same district of Vienna. “Fortunately,” he said, “they never met. Can you imagine
what would have happened had they met? Theodore Herzl would have said: I have a
dream of a Jewish state. Freud would have replied: Tell me, Herr Herzl, how long have
you been having this dream? Lie down on my couch, and I will psychoanalyze you.
Herzl would have been cured of his dreams and today there would be no Jewish state.”
.Fortunately, the Jewish people have never been cured of their dreams
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Our Rabbis (G@H Rabbah 88:9, ¥)99, as in (Josh. 16:7): “and it reached ()9 And he arrived Heb.
as an expression of prayer, as in (Jer. 7:16): “And yyo Ber. 26b) interpreted it [the word
” and this teaches us that he [Jacob] instituted the evening ¥30ndo not entreat
, [the usual expression for prayer], to teach that Y9amnprayer. [Scripture] did not write
the earth sprang toward him [i.e. the mountain moved toward him], as is (Chullin 91b).

1T OY T MININNT MY NN 9N NPY IYNID 2520 2390 PPN XYY - PNMIYNIN DY
I DN YN N72PN INWY T M2 09 NININ AN WRT NN PYTS M%7 09y NININ INY
:PMYNIND OV IYUN RN DN NP 'NIY
and placed [them] at his head He arranged them in the form of a drainpipe around his
head because he feared the wild beasts. They [the stones] started quarreling with one
another. One said, “Let the righteous man lay his head on me,” and another one said,
“Let him lay (his head] on me.” Immediately, the Holy One, blessed be He, made them
into one stone. This is why it is stated (verse 18): “and he took the stone [in the singular]
that he had placed at his head.” [From Chullin 91b]
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VD Chaggai and Chanukah — Fulfilling Dreams
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled on Hanukkah? The
Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat Ta’ anit: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,
the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them and one may not fast
on them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all
the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the Hasmonean
monarchy overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they searched and found
only one cruse of oil that was placed with the seal of the High Priest, undisturbed by
the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there to light the candelabrum for only one
day. A miracle occurred and they lit the candelabrum from it eight days. The next year
the Sages instituted those days and made them holidays with recitation of Aa//e/ and
special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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What is the difterence regarding the miracles in the above sources?
What is the significance of lighting candles based on the above?
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Why on the 25% of Kislev?
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Why do we celebrate for eight days?
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Sefer Chaggai — Prophetic and Historical background for Chanukah story

N 299 290 990 (41

ON N2 2N T2 NI V2T M YWIH2 TN 0PI WY YTHZ 72010 V1T DAY Mva (N)
'mNb bm-w Y2970 PIXIN 12 YYI? SN NI NN bwnbzw 2 522

:NNANY NI’ M2 NY Na ny N9 1‘mN M0 OYD 'mub NINDY -n-w ION 1D Q)

: INY N>2370 0 T2 NIN? 2T >0 )

290 M N220) D)0 DI>XNI2 NIYY DAN Dob nyn (1)

o:m‘rr oy D:m:b MY mmx -n'w N 1D nnY) (M)

22RWRN 19 DNY PR) YIa2 N79¥9 PR) INY Nyawh PR iox vy Xam 1270 DRI ()
:29) 'mx N 2RWUN

: 02277 YY D229 IOV NINIY NI WX 1D (3)

MM MmN {(\nT2aM ]\ -r:lgm 12 NYINY n’:n EAmERY I:mN:m NN 1by (n)

AP Y2 NINIY NI ORI 7 WY 12 PPN 13N DNNIN LYNY M) NI ‘JN M9 (V)
£111729 VON DY DRN 290 XN TN

ﬂbu’ -mb: \(‘m-n b\m DY INDD D:vby 13 9y )

_____

cm: v’» p) bm ﬁm:n bm mm bm ﬂmm

NN D1p3 DY MINY 53) D110 102D 7'I§77? 12 YYIn” 5?3’33?\’2 12 52}9'..‘} YN @)

: 1IN 291 DYN INT? DDPIIN NINY INJY TWUND N>2I1 2N 1727 DY) DIPTION

:1IM DXY DIAN N INY Dvb NI MONINA NI TNIN 20 N (1)

VTN DD PINI 1: YYIN? MY XY NI NG bwnb\v 12 b:mr MY NN NI I (1)
-mbN NINIY NI 1122 NININ IWY? IND DYD NINY Y5 A )

% plon) \vm;r? DXNY MV1 WY Yhb nYaIN) D27y 02 (10)

a2 D99 N 999 (42

SN NO2ID IN T2 NIN? 12T M YWINHZ TON) DIV 21313 (N)

TPINY D) D11 102D PIRIN? 12 YYIn? SN NTIN? N9 Sr0MIY 12 52277 D N) N (3)
1NN DY

NIDD NHY NN DONI ONNX 7Y PWWRID 171292 N3N 72N NN NN IYN INVID 0220 ()
£ D22Y3 PN NN

DR) NIND DY 92 P3N 911N 1090 PI8IN? 12 YWiny pIn) Nin OX) 92271 PIn NHY) &

: MINIY NIN? ON) DINN NN 1D IV NI

SN ON 022N NTHY OMI) DN DDJ‘INS: D:mN k) 'wm 9270 NN ")

D1 NN NIND NN DYN NN YWY 2N Ko7 DYN NNN TIY NINAY N> MR 159 (1)
127NN N

NI N 712D MY 23N NN ONRIN DN 9D NTHN IND DD Y2 NN ONYYIM (})
:NINDY

:MINIY NINY DNY 273N YD) G0N Y (n

DIYY RN M DIPHI NINAY NI VN JYNID P JINRD 13D 1220 7122 M2 9173 (V)
:DINIY M) ON)

NO237 3N T2 NI 12T M YTTY DNy mva IYUNT AYIINY D2IVYS )
;90N

$INY NN ONDDD NN N) IRY NINIY NI N N (N)

YN 1Y SN 1920 HN) P10 YN ondh m 19392 ¥39) )2 9293 VTP 02 ¥IN XY )1 (D)
N9 ﬁmm onﬂ:n mm V1D b:mn FF)




: NPV 1NN DINDD NP NNV NZNX D22 ¥I) NNV ¥? DN 3N NN (1)

YN DY YN 92 121 NINY ON) >39b 737 931 121 N30 DYD 12 RN 2N WA (1)
:NIN NNY DY IR

L1112 92702 12N YN YN ©IW B9 NYYN) MID DIPD 1 DI21Y XY DY NRY) (10)
NI N2 DWRN GUNY 32D DN NI NIYY NINN) DMIYY N0 HN X3 DRPIN (0)
: DMy

;11 DN Y9N DINN PN) DT NWYN 92 NN T7223 1iP122) 11972 DINN X110 (V)
o v:‘; »YNY NP2 DXIWY D% Noyn) MD DD 19 D329 XY MY (M)
.n::mb moy Mmn? Prin) 192 YYUN

- 772K 730 010 1 NP N9 730 ¥ 11077) NINHD) 1937 T 1702 YRD TV (09)

;N9 \’)‘Thb NYAINY 029YY2 »n o My N 127 51 (9)

\('mﬂ nm D’DW'I nN w’vm N 'mNb 7N NN 7:1:'n bN NN (ND)

""" vrm mm VN mumw omm

DN PHNY) NN DN PT2Y INIRINY 12 Y2277 TNPN NINAY NI DN) NIND 012 (33)
:MINIY NI DX HIN2 7252

= 27Y 0 DNV 2532 TNYN - I 9T (43
ON) 120 DN TN DN ONZD ON 19192 ¥3)) 1) 922 WTP T2 ¥ON R 1) : YNV N
A7) "IND N DD PYI VTN b:zm 72 5N Y
The Gemara cites an additional proof Come and hear that Wthh was said to the
prophet Haggai: “Thus said the Lord of Hosts: Ask now the priests with regard to
the Torah, saying: If a person bears hallowed flesh in the corner of his garment,
and with his garment he touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or any food, shall it
be sacred? And the priests answered and said: No” (Haggai 2: 11-12). This question
is asked with regard to the flesh of a creeping animal and whether or not the
substances that come into contact with it become impure
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What is the significance of all the dates of Chaggai’s nevuout?
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LIGHT IN TIMES OF DARKNESS: A Symbiotic Relationship
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MISHNA: And these are the festivals of gentiles: Kalenda, Saturnalia, and

Kratesis
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GEMARA: Rav Hanan bar Rava says: When are these festivals celebrated?
Kalenda is celebrated during the eight days after the winter solstice, and
Saturnalia is celebrated during the eight days before the winter solstice. And
your mnemonic to remember which festival is that the one that occurs after the
solstice is mentioned first in the mishna, and the festival that takes place before the
solstice is mentioned after, as in the verse: “You have hemmed me in behind and
before, and laid Your Hand upon me” (Psalms 139: 5), where the word “before”

. appears after the term “behind

OY SNNIDY HraWA RNY Y NN 9N 7997 LYNPNNY O PYNIN DTN ARIY 29D 97N
097 /N AW 1Y DNIYN 19 SDY NDIPIY NN RN 1 1712 1MIND 9N 271¥a PIVUN
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With regard to the dates of these festivals, the Sages taught: When Adam the first
man saw that the day was progressively diminishing, as the days become shorter
from the autumnal equinox until the winter solstice, he did not yet know that this is
a normal phenomenon, and therefore he said: Woe is me; perhaps because I sinned
the world is becoming dark around me and will ultimately return to the primordial
state of chaos and disorder. And this is the death that was sentenced upon me from
Heaven, as it is written: “And to dust shall you return” (Genesis 3:19). He arose and
spent eight days in fasting and in prayer

YUY 791 NXIN DY Y 19NN 9N 7997 TPINNY 0 AN NIV NAIPN INIY 11’5
0V DWY O¥aP NIN D210 0% IINDY IIND INUY NINKRN NIYD DIV DN NMHNY
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Once he saw that the season of Tevet, i.e., the winter solstice, had arrived, and saw
that the day was progressively lengthening after the solstice, he said: Clearly, the
days become shorter and then longer, and this is the order of the world. He went
and observed a festival for eight days. Upon the next year, he observed both these
eight days on which he had fasted on the previous year, and these eight days of his
celebration, as days of festivities. He, Adam, established these festivals for the sake
of Heaven, but they, the gentiles of later generations, established them for the sake
of'idol worship

46) Or Zarua (Isaac ben Moses of Vienna 1200-1270)

What is the reason for Hanukkah?...My teacher R. Yehuda ben Yitzhak explained that
the miracle of the oil remaining kindled for eight days was because they were occupied
all seven days with the building of the altar and with the service vessels, as it is stated
in Megillat Taanit.... That means they could immediately have prepared other oil,
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but they were occupied preparing and purifying the service vessels and building
the altar, and they could not buy other oil. And thus a miracle occurred with the
cruse of oil and it lasted for eight days. Therefore, it is called Hanukkah because
of the dedication of the altar that was demolished and which they rebuilt.

The Significance of lighting the menorah — Olives:
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What does the Menora symbolize in Zecharya’s nevuah?
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Based on the above nevuot — why eight days?

(P17 MINYN YIPNH 91°0] 2 P99 72 02PN 990 (48

NI (2) .WTPNRN NN PYN DX ITION ,PYIN DY) 225017 NTIN DY DNDX /N M (N)
,TPAN NN DNV YINN 1 (3) . PYN MXINT DN PN TYN DIDIDNN YN NN NINAYIN
09NMY PN N DIANP NN 12999 TP TWUN DNIAND P YN INONDY WTN NATH WY
NYN 99 M99 (M) /N NIV HY 0291 ONY NN 1IN ,MIIN NN 1999 109" (1) .0
JINND YUN NN NN NXIY 19912IY /N NIN () :9NINRD DIMHN /N IN 129NN D129 HY 1Y)
AYUNP OV DX 0299011 D91 9792 Y 1NN HN) ,TTONI 19907 ,79 1IRVN ON) (7)

IUN NINN OPN DSYA AN NN XOND NINT NINMOD N DINDY (D) = [5119Y01 2N N91INN IN]
91559 ©53% NNNY /N AN NN (V) 1HDI NPY NWHN DIWYN DY XINY,DMNN INN INDMO
NI WYY, MIYHNY DN MDIDN HN NN ONN2 DTPN DN NN 11D, MN0N N
Y 0N 1N AW DY TPTIN NAY DY 1PWN D90 MDY DN Y29V NP (3) .NTY MNNad
MY OTN NN NN DN NN NTIN MY 932 DIP 1Y (X2) IWTPN 1A NN INVY NIIVM
.Mva

N 999 N 92991 990 (49

DYIN¥N DN TY NN RIAPN 51T 5NP MY SNIY? 521 3NN NN NODD NY2 NNOY Wy (ND)
: DD Y NY2IN D) NYAY) DR NYIY IDTON Nind 2399

52 Dy 27 >210) DNRY ODINND 135’1 ‘[bm NN 197221 DYD NN NV 2PnYND D12 (10)
9y bm\;)??w 12y ‘n_;r? N> NYY YN N21VN




12

2 P99 B9 MAYN - NPINN 1 B©7an4 (50

POAPN PN NN ON) TYYN YN PSP N TN NINYY DT 071152 PN PR ()
9NN INN D12 PRI PN 1) )DY RIPM NIKY RIANY TY DY DN NON NN
THARIN THIYN] .NIXY INK TY DN ININ MV PIVN 11 NONN INK 11D2Y DXNDINY
Y 197 PRI RN ININ NIV P2IVN 17230 TY 1191 NONN INK DN PROIAND PN -
NN DX152NNY MPINY 19 YD NIRIN NIAYY MY NIM RID VIY ONP NINN NOM
MR MND DNINND DT MYNIND NIIN NNN NIV NI RONX YN 19NN
NOVN DY NIV NONN DTIP JWIION DX VTP KD DNIN N DN IDINY WTP NOY
;TP XD NONN NN X MIATP DI P9 MNIND MOV RIPN YO 1P

1 P99 1910 NIV NNODIN (51

NN TAN 721 XY NN DY MPIIN NN TP MDY DNODNI 12 NWHY 1292 nvyn] ()
N T GPIN PV DN D98N 23 DY NIND WIANN NN MNNYN XINWI N IND WD
THRNY NN PRIIWN NPY DINIT 1N R NANIWD NI NNHY D> DD NIIN 2 YYD’ 129
DVYNI AW NDIIND DWN PADIND DY WITHN NAD DWN NDION N2D DYN INY Y
: [NANIYN NP2 NNNYH DYN D290 P2 DY THnd Dwn NrNad

N9 N9NINY NPN NAY (52

V2 AN52Y NN 0N NN DOWNANN DIDIT AN P .0MHXI10 MININN DN DN NONN
TINND NOIY 1IN NN JPHNTI ,DXD2APNT MININ 0N .97¥2Y NNNN DX9X 573 N TN
DY 210 DY Y91 INWI MINID DR ONDAPA DX 32 DY 1M MY 39,371 NN
D9, MDA ANN NIND NN .DXINN DI JTHID NNIXIN DT MDD HNIW NDIdA
NNRIN DINND NIND TANY M Y7 )P TIY NP NN OINPHN NDN HINNY .IVIAYN HNN
NN ONY 'NAVAN NNIP TY DXMIYA HN IIONR PIDA 197 NYIS INK DIPN) /NINDD)
91N NN DN DOXVYINNN MNIRD P NAVIN G DX NNIPNVY DN NONN
YN

N2 TONNN TV ANK NIVNA 199 NRID DT 90 RN 171995 N91INY NN NV (53
MIVA MVINNN 23 NN NTI99Y,7ONN TY IND NIND TYNI 7D 1INIY...KIP N

NP2 199 .MIWN MYNI 993 11910 MYV 0991993 MY N2 199 NNY 1Y TUN) 9YnNav
NIPN N NANIVA N2 NNNYA XN ,NIYN DY MYWINNI 799NN 990 ANYY NN
TN 199 ...0VW PIY NN /NN MDIN DV PV, NANIVN NP2 7IND NPRD DPNY I8N
91N NATHN NONN NNIP PAIYI...ONN NINNN TV IINRD 0972 1PINNN IRNINYN DY
NONN YW NNNRYN MDA YD MY WY DINOWIN NONND TNIOYN YIS AV 103N DN
2ONTD NINNN NN NNY DX DIXXNNHNN NIRRT ONY NDNN TN NY INWI DINOVIN
V705 DDIYY 1NN IRWI DYDY MINDA PYNIN NIIY 7Y INPURIN 92T THINK I
YN22) 1OVN2 MONNN DY WIT - NNNYIA DXVIY PITY NNNWIL IDDPY NNNN DI 57N
1997 ...WNN YNNI INRY QN DN PITY INVIVOINTIL DN, TIND DNNY P MYTPNN
,UITN NONT 1IN DINOWIN NONN NNNY 7Y IDT ,MNTY DMP INIY ODNT DI D)
TR YT XD Y ,0)29P NX DINOWIN 1NN IND NNHNDNY .IDDI 17752 9033 1OVNnY
STNNTY NV ARWYN L JOWNN NNPY DIPPINYN P IMNX YTV

Josephus Antiquities VII:7

“And from that time to this we celebrate this festival and call it LIGHTS.
suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our HOPES appeared to us,
and that thence was the name given to that festival”

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”],

“The Festival of Lights that Signifies an Extinguishable Faith”

“What endured was not the historical narrative as told in the books of Maccabees
but the simpler, stronger story that spoke of a single cruse of oil that survived the
wreckage and desecration, and the light it shed that kept on burning.

Something in the human spirit survives even the worst of tragedies, allowing us to
rebuild shattered lives, broken institutions and injured nations. That to me is the
Jewish story...the ever-renewed power of that faith whose symbol is Chanukah
and its light of inextinguishable hope.”
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