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Mourning for Yerushalayim- When Was the Beit Hamikdash Really
Destroyed?
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8 The mishna further taught that on the Ninth of Av the Temple was destroyed the first time. The Gemara
explains that this is as it is written: “And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which was
the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a
servant of the King of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. And he burnt the house of the Lord” (Il Kings 25:8—
9). And it is also written: “And in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, which was the
nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, who
served the king of Babylon, came into Jerusalem. And he burnt the house of the Lord” (Jeremiah 52:12-13).

And it is taught in a baraita: It is impossible to say that the Temple was burned on the seventh of Av, as it
has already been stated, in Jeremiah, that it was destroyed on the tenth. And it is also impossible to say that
the Temple was burned on the tenth of Av, as it has already been stated that it was destroyed on the seventh,
in 11 Kings 25:8-9. How so; what actually occurred? On the seventh of Av, gentiles entered the Sanctuary,
and on the seventh and the eighth they ate there and desecrated it, by engaging in acts of fornication.

And on the ninth, adjacent to nightfall, they set fire to it, and it continuously burned the entire day, as it is
stated: “Woe unto us, for the day has declined, for the shadows of the evening are stretched out”
(Jeremiah 4:6). This verse is interpreted as a prophecy about the evening when the Temple was burned. And
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this is what Rabbi Yohanan meant when he said: Had | been alive in that generation, | would have
established the fast only on the tenth of Av because most of the Sanctuary was burned on that day. And
the Sages, who established the fast on the ninth, how do they respond to that comment? They maintain that it is
preferable to mark the beginning of the tragedy.

And the mishna further taught that the Temple was destroyed for the second time also on the Ninth of Av. The
Gemara asks: From where do we derive that the Second Temple was destroyed on this date? It is taught in a
baraita: A meritorious matter is brought about on an auspicious day, and a deleterious matter on an
inauspicious day, e.g., the Ninth of Av, on which several tragedies had already occurred.
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A 4- Part Series on the Three Weeks

Tuesday, June 29th
"Mourning for Yerushalayim On Three Levels- Past, Future, and Present "

Tuesday, July 6th
"When was the Beit Hamikdash REALLY Destroyed?"

Tuesday, July 13t
"Exploring Important Themes from the Kinnot of Tisha B'av"

Tuesday, July 20"
"Nachamu Ami- But Has Anything Actually Changed?"




