HOW DO | LOVE THEE? LET ME COUNT THE WAYS
RASHI’S APPROACH TO CHUMASH
Ma’arei M’komos and additional comments to the Audio
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Bnei Yisrael as the Stars in the Bris Bein Habesarim
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Rashi’s first ‘census’ at Yetzias Mitzrayim.
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Rashi’s second ‘census’, a count of attrition. I am not completely certain, but | believe that the

count of ‘about 3000’ includes both those who died at the hands of the Lvi’im AND through the
Sotah procedure, which resulted in the mageifas HaShem.
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A more precise census after the cheit haeigel, based on the half-shekel count, was taken after the
command to build the Mishkan was given. 301,775 shekalim yields a count of 603,550 adult
men. The bulk of the silver was used to cast the base-sockets for the boards of the Ohel Moed,
and the rest was used for the curtain-hooks atop the posts surrounding the chatzer. Curiously, the
census total was exactly the same as the later census count obtained on the first of lyor, seven
months later!
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From Shachris, Birchos Kri’a Shema, nussach Sfard. [the bracketed words are removed in

nussach Ashkenaz]
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Beginning of tefilah of Uva I’Tzion Goel
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[Parallel to kedushas HAMAKOM]  apaw na axpy Xpinn mnwa wrp
[Parallel to kedushas HAGUF] ART123 T2 RYIN O whTR
[Parallel to kedushas ZMAN] X9y NPy DIYY wOTR

The links for the three parts of “Where Does Hallel Come From? The Organization of Hallel and
Parshas Emor”, by myself. Excerpt is taken from Part 3 with minor modifications (but if you find
it interesting please do read all 3 parts!)

https://www.ou.org/holidays/hallel-come-organization-hallel-parshas-emor-part-1/
https://www.ou.org/holidays/hallel-come-organization-hallel-parshas-emor-part-2/
https://www.ou.org/holidays/where-does-hallel-come-from-the-organization-of-hallel-and-
parshas-emor-part-3/

FIRST, AN INTRODUCTION: The Structure of Sefer Vayikra...

Sefer Vayikra has been labeled as Sefer haKedushah by Abarbanel and other sages. That is an apt
appellation for this Book, literally and figuratively the centerpiece of the Torah. Chazal teach us that there
are three general categories of kedushah all of which are sequentially addressed by the mitzvos described
within Sefer Vayikra. They are: Kedushas Hamakom, Kedushas Haguf, and Kedushas Zman.

1) Kedushas Hamakom—ie ‘How one should behave in the PLACE of the Presence of the
Shechinah’, specifically the Mishkan or Mikdash (and by extension in halachah a ‘mikdash m 'o¢’, a place
designated as a shul).

These laws include the laws of korbanos which are described in Vayikra chapters 1-7, and conclude with
the narrative of the Chanukas haMishkan from the Levi’ims’ perspective in Vayikra 8-10 (a narrative
which is parallel and complimentary to the same event described in Shemos 40 from Moshe’s
perspective, and in Bamidbar 6:22-8:59 from Klal Yisrael’s perspective! | believe it is the only event in
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Chumash which is described 3 separate times. Even the creation of Man and Ma ’amad Har Sinai are only
described twice. The establishment of a stable and durable relationship between Ribono shel Olam and
His Nation [through Midas Harachamim] is arguably the most important event in human history!);

2) Kedushas Haguf—ie how to keep one’s physical body separate/holy/sanctified. These include
laws of kashrus in Vayikra 11, presented in Vayikra not from the standpoint of kosher vs nonkosher (as in
Devarim 14), but rather from the standpoint of tamei vs tahor, because exposure to the ‘wrong’ foods
renders one’s BODY tamei, and unfit to visit the MAKOM of the Shechinah. (You are what you eat!)
Note the use of the refrains 037 x17 Xnv and the parallel phrase 037 ®37 vpw, as well as summary passages
such as:
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The discussion of Kedushas Haguf continues in Vayikra with the tumah of childbirth (Chap 12) and
tzara’as and its remedies (Chap 13-14) and the tumah of bodily emissions (Chap 15). Following these are
the forbidden sexual relationships (Chap 18) and their punishments (Chap 20). Note within summary
pesukim such as 18:24-30 and 20:22-26 that the nature of the dialog is still Tumas Haguf, the flip-side of
Kedushas Haguf. (You are what you do!):
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That brings us to the beginning of Parshas Emor, where the discussion of Kedushas Haguf continues in
Chap 21-22 in the description of relationships and physical blemishes which invalidate the BODY of the
kohen or korbonos, so that they may not participate in the service of HaShem.

However, with 22:26 the Chumash shifts abruptly into its discussion of —

3) Kedushas Zman— Holiness of Time. This starts with the mitzvos disqualifying an animal
offering during the first seven DAYS of life, and on the SAME DAY as its offspring. This segues directly
to the roster of the special holy days—special and holy TIMES.

The discussion of Kedushas Zman continues in Parshas Behar with the laws of the seven-year shmita
cycle, and the 50-year yovel (Chap 25).

Parenthetically, at the very end of Sefer Vayikra we are magically returned [from the Presence of God
within the Mishkan, where It had dwelled since the end of Sefer Shemos,] to Har Sinai, where all three
Kedushos were present : the Shechinah descended from Shamayim to rest upon the mountain, which
became a PLACE of especial holiness, cordoned off from the surrounding Klal Yisrael, who in turn
sanctified their BODIES during the three days of hagbalah/separation, while the TIME of the Revelation
assumed a special and perpetual holiness (Chag Shavuos). The Tochachah in Bechukosai follows, a



logical progression according to a Mechilta cited by Chizkuni (a rishon) on Shemos 24:7. There it states
that the “Sefer HaBris” read by Moshe to the nation at Ma ‘amad Har Sinai was in fact the Tochachah in
Bechukosai. This Sefer HaBris lays out in no uncertain terms the consequences of keeping— or not
keeping— the covenant we agreed upon at the mountain, sealed by a blood-sprinkling ceremony upon the
nation, eternally binding (Shemos 24:3-8).
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TRACTATE SHABBOS 115b/116a
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Apropos the portion: “And when the Ark traveled,” the Gemara cites that which the Sages
taught in a baraita. It is stated: “And when the Ark traveled and Moses proclaimed: Rise up,
God, and Your enemies will scatter and those who hate You will flee from before You.” And
The Holy One, Blessed be He, made signs in the Torah for this portion, above and below,

i.e., before and after it, in order to say
116a
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that this is not its place, as the previous portion does not discuss the nation’s travels. Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi says: It is not for that reason that signs were inserted. Rather, the signs are
there because this portion is considered a book unto itself.
TXD? — 27710 790 AYW TR, AYIW TMY R07 0T 020 0N 1903 72 2RMY 037 T0RT R RN WD
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The Gemara asks: According to whose opinion is that which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman said
that Rabbi Yonatan said, that with regard to the verse: “With wisdom she built her house, she
carved its seven pillars” (Proverbs 9:1), these are the seven books of the Torah? According
to whose opinion? It is according to the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, as by his count there
are seven books of the Torah: Genesis; Exodus; Leviticus; Numbers until: “And when the Ark
traveled”; the portion: “And when the Ark traveled,” which is considered its own book; the
remainder of Numbers; and Deuteronomy.
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O°9372 WK 27 R 2Anipn 1900) 0 0Rn
Who is the tanna who disagrees with Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi? It is Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel. As it was taught in a baraita that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: In the future,
this portion will be uprooted from here, where it appears, and will be written in its proper
place. And why was it written here, even though it discusses the travels of the children of
Israel, and the portion before it does not? It is in order to demarcate between the first
punishment and the second punishment. What is the second punishment that appears
immediately afterward? It is the verse: “And the people complained wickedly in God’s ears,
and God heard and became angry, and the fire of God burned in them and it consumed the edge
of the camp” (Numbers 11:1). What is the first punishment? It is the verse: “And they



traveled from the mountain of God [mehar Hashem] for three days” (Numbers 10:33), and
Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: That they turned from after God [me’aharei
Hashem] and hurriedly fled Mount Sinai. The Gemara asks: And if so, where is the proper
place for this paragraph? Rav Ashi said: In the portion of the flags, where there is a description
of the manner in which the Jewish people traveled through the desert.
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See bolded words—Tehillim 83
A song, a psalm of Asaph.

O God, do not be silent;

do not hold aloof;

do not be quiet, O God!

For Your enemies rage,
Your foes assert themselves.?

They plot craftily against Your people,
take counsel against Your treasured ones.

They say, “Let us wipe them out as a nation,;
Israel’s name will be mentioned no more.”

Unanimous in their counsel
they have made an alliance against You—

the clans of Edom and the Ishmaelites,
Moab and the Hagrites,

Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek,
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;

Assyria too joins forces with them;
they give support to the sons of Lot. Selah.
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Deal with them as You did with Midian,
with Sisera, with Jabin,
at the brook Kishon—

SIRZ 1T 1 WYY TR

who were destroyed at En-dor,
who became dung for the field.
17270372 win?¥1 MarD) 81D 2083 W Ty v
Treat their great men like Oreb and Zeeb,
all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
oo i3 T AP TN W
who said, “Let us take the meadows of God as our possession.”
TI97 W3 93932 I iR
O my God, make them like thistledown,
like stubble driven by the wind.

r

10" VPR NPT W TYIn WY
As a fire burns a forest,
as flames scorch the hills,
:02720 NIV W02 0DTIN 1
pursue them with Your tempest,
terrify them with Your storm.
) TR WP 12 DI N2
Cover their faces with shame
so that they seek Your name, O LORD.
ATANY P, YT 703 W
May they be frustrated and terrified,
disgraced and doomed forever.

May they know
that Your name, Yours alone, is the LORD,
supreme over all the earth.
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Bris Sinai: see bolded phrases set off by asterisks
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