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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 3: 47 - PURIM AS THE ROOT OF MITZVOT BEIN ADAM

LECHAVERO 
OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - WINTER 2025/6

1.ihcrn rst xbfban lf - vjnac ihygnn ct xbfbana oaf :crs vhnan ,kha rc ktuna crs vhrc vsuvh cr rnt
 /vjnac)h"ar(/jxpu ohrup - ktrahk uhv ohxb hnh - 

/yf ,hbg,

The joy we feel as Adar approaches is connected not only to the upcoming holiday of Purim but to the approaching Chag

of redemption - Pesach.  Adar and Nissan are both months of miracles for the Jewish people.

• In this shiur we will examine a number of ways in which the mitzvot of Purim are intended to serve as an essential preparation for

Pesach - to unite the Jewish people, giving them the merit to be redeemed.

A] MISHLOACH MANOT

2.Æh �n�h o À�,It ,IǴ!g"#k cI ·y oÍh�k k %c­�t �nU v º�j �n )G�k ÆiId�H )n o³%v�k Q #̧P �v%b Ár %J!t J %s« Àj #v �u o º%vh �c�hIt́ �n Æoh )sUv�H #v o³%v�c Uj̧�b3r %J!t oh À)n�H #F cf
:oh")bIh �c %t"�k ,I­b �T #nU Uv º�g �r�k Jh )́t Æ,Ib �n #jI³k �J )nU v º�j �n )G �u v´%T �J )n

cf:y r,xt

Megillat Esther institutes a number of new mitzvot, including a Purim feast, gifts to the poor and ‘mishloach manot’ -
sending gifts to others. 

3.vkta?utk ut ,ubn jukan hsh ohtmuh 'd"vfu ohbhsxu oheukj ohrupc ovhrhcjk ohjkuav ost hbc :
vcua, /tbhsf vsugxv ohhek epxu hs sjt kfk tvha hsf tuv ,ubn jukans ogy vtrbs ivc ohtmuh ihts vtrh :

 the inhx iasv ,nur,

The Terumat Hadeshen asks if a person can be yotzei the obligation of mishloach manot by giving clothes, and answers

no.  He understands the purpose of mishloach manot as providing food for the Purim seuda. 

4.:rnutv vhnr iuak chutu rm aht lpv 'urcj og sjt kf kvevk wsjt ahtfw obhbg vhva unf uvgrk aht ,ubn jukanu
(j:d r,xt) /r³�Z Ap �n sÀ�j %t3o #g 

jh:y r,xt kg .cekt hukv vnka �rn hukv ,ubn

In contrast, the Manot HaLevi (R. Shlomo HaLevi Alkabetz) understands that the reason for mishloach manot is to

generate friendship and love between Jews.

5. ubhcr ubc ,nhhe :vhk jka /trnjs tcrdu t,k, tkdhgs tnyt thgaut hcrk vhk rsa vthab vsuvh hcr,ub,nu
 /ohbuhctkuvht vhk jka rsv  ubhcr ubc ,nhhe :vhk jka /trnjs hcrd t,k,u t,k, tkdhg/uvgrk aht ,ubn jkanu

(t�cyhrv ,xrhd) /z vkhdn

The Gemara here appears to support the reasoning of the Manot Halevi - a gift which is inappropriately small for the

circumstances is NOT a fulfillment of the mitzvah since it does not generate love and friendship.
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6.:rntba 'ohkfut hbhn ka ut rac ,ubn h,a urhcjk jukak chhj uvgrk aht ,ubn jukanu - (yh:y r,xt)ahtk ,ubn h,a 
hsf u,sugx vzk jkua vzu u,sugx vzk jkua vz - urhcj og ;hkjn 'uk iht otu /jcuan ohghrk jukak vcrnv kfu /sjt

 :ohhekuvgrk aht ,ubn jukanu/kjun ut okcek vmur ubht tuvu uvgrk ,ubn jkua otu /vkhkc tku ouhc ,ubn jukak ahu :vdv 
 /tmh 'uk

s ;hgx vmr, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch appears to rule like the Terumat Hadeshen - that the mishloach manot are to provide food for the

meal.  However the Rema rules that if the recipient refuses to receive the gift, the giver IS yotzei - apparently like the

Manot Halevi.

• Consider also the halachic implications of this dispute in the case of (i) an anonymous donor; (ii) giving on behalf of someone who is

unaware of the gift.

7.oukf utks htsuu uhbpc tka ,ubn jukhac kct tmh ohbuhctk ,ub,ncs raptu /ukhcac ohb,ub u,hcca vn khgun ubhtu ///
 /tuv

 d ;hgx umr, inhx ohhj jrut ijkuav lurg

The Aruch Hashulchan addresses the case in which a person has forgotten to set aside a gift for mishloach manot.  Can

their family give something on their behalf without their knowing?  He rules that, although this would fulfil the obligation

of giving matanot le’evyonim, it does NOT fulfil the mitzva of Mishloach Manot.  This is presumably the case since the

gift does not cause maximal unity and connection between the giver and recipient, following the reasoning of the Manot
Halevi. 

B] MATANOT LE’EVYONIM

8.tkt vrtupnu vkusd vjna oa ihta /uhgrk ,ubn jukacu u,sugxc ,ucrvkn ohbuhct ,ub,nc ,ucrvk ostk cyun
 rntba vbhfak vnus uktv ohkkntv ck jnanva 'ohrdu ,ubnktu ohnu,hu ohhbg ck jnak (uy:zb uvhgah)]J«uś �e �u Æs #g i¬�f«J

 /oh ")t�F �s )b c¬�k ,«u ­h!j #v�k "U oh º)k �p �J #jUŕ Æ ,«uh!j #v�k [//// «u ºn �J
zh vfkv c erp vfubju vkhdn ,ufkv o"cnr

The essence of simcha on Purim is to help the poor and needy.  As such, the Rambam rules that value of our gifts to the

poor should be greater than the amount spent on seuda and mishloach manot.

9.kfutu urmj ,u,ks kguba hn kct 'ohkkntv ohhbgv rta og vbnktku ou,hk rdk khftvk chhj v,uau kfut tuvafu
iuke uzf vjnau /// uxhrf ,jna tkt vumn ,jna uz iht apb hrnku ohhbgk veanu khftn ubhtu u,atu uhbcu tuv v,uau

 /ovk thv
jh vfkv u erp cuy ouh ,ufkv o"cnr

This is also a central part of the mitzvah of simchat Yom Tov. 

10. That which a person gives to another is never lost.  It is an extension of his own being.  He can see a part of himself in the

fellow-man to whom he has given.  This is the attachment between one man and his fellow to which we give the name ‘love’.

Strive for Truth - Rav Dessler Vol I p. 129

C] TA’ANIT ESTHER

11./// oh )N #g �v ih �C s �r«p �nU r�Z Ap �n s �j %t o #g Ib �J%h JIr�u �J #j!t Q%k %N#k i �n �v r %nt«H #u
j:d r,xt

Haman accused the Jews of factionalism and division.

12./// h#k�g UnUm �u i �JUJ �C oh )t �m �n)B #v oh )sUv�H #v k�F , %t xIb �F Q�k
 zy:s r,xt

Esther’s response was to gather them together in unity!
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13.ohsuvhv kf ,t xubf lk wudu hkg unumurnut tuv ifu 'vphxtc oum ka urehga itfn :  (sh t ktuh)vº�r �m!g Ut́ �r )e Æo«um3UJ �S #e
/ohÀ)b �e �z Uṕ �x )t

 v:cf ohkv, arsn

Chazal understand that the main purpose of a fast, particularly Ta’anit Esther which is not connected with the
destruction of the Temple, is the gathering together and unity of the people.

14.cu,fv vtbnu 'gr vjhr vbckj hrva ',hbg, vbht ktrah hgaupn vc ihta ,hbg, kf :tshxj iugna r"t tbzc rc tbj r"t
 /,rye hbnnx og

:u ,u,hrf

Any fast without Jewish unity is not considered a fast - all elements of Jewish society must join together just as the ketoret

also contained foul-smelling spices which were essential for the mitzva. 

• A vnm is a braid of hair which brings separate strands together in one unit.  According to Rav Soloveitchik, this is the root too of the

word oum.

• Note also the commonly quoted acronym of rwucm as m 'ohehsc ohbubhruohga .

D] SEUDAT PURIM

15.QIT )n Ur �c #g#h t«k v%K �t �v oh )rUP #v h �nh )u rh )g�u rh )g �u v�bh )s �nU v�bh )s �n v �j�P �J )nU v �j�P �J )n rIs�u rIS k�f �C oh )G!g#b �u oh )r�F �z )b v%K �t �v oh )n�H #v �u
:o�g �r#Z )n ;Ux�h t«k o �r �f )z �u oh )sUv�H #v

jf:y r,xt

A custom mentioned in the the Megilla is specifically for families to get together for the Purim Seuda.

16.- vjpanu vjpan ihpxt,n sjh ih,uau ohkfutu sjh/urcgh tk ohrupv hnha ovhkg ukce lfu 
oa h"ar

Rashi stresses the togetherness generated by Purim Seuda.

E] READING MEGILAT ESTHER

17. /vrag rjt ruzjk lhrm u"ycu s"hc vkhdn
 jh ;hgx mr, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

It is preferable to gather 10 people for the megilla reading.

18.(cx)  vrag rjt ruzjk- ouan oak lkhk vumn u,hcc ohabt we uk ah ukhpt zt b"fvcc rucmc v,ut ihrue tuvv ,gc otu
lkn ,rsv og curc/curc ouan g"ufk b"fvck lkhk lhrm v"pt b"fvhck ,uju,p uh,ubukju b"fvhck lunx u,hc vhva hn ifu 

 /og
 cx e"x mr, inhx vrurc vban

The reason for this is not minyan but ‘berov am’ - generating the gathering of large numbers of Jews

19.tku vhneksfu vrag hbpc tuv uz vfrc rsxs ouan ogyv ohburjtv uc,fu /uz vfrc ihfrcn ihta okugv dvbn ohab odu /////
 /sjt ahtu ohab hbpc p"fg vrag hbpc lrc,a tuv iufb n"ns uc,fa ahu /vatk tgrt jrut

d e"x yhr inhx vrurc vban

Concerning bircat hagomel, the Mishna Berura explains that women
1
 do not normally make bircat hagomel because it is

often inappropriate for them to gather ten men to do so. He also raises the question of whether the ten people could be

women and brings an opinion that bircat hagomel does not require ten men but even be made in front of 9 women and 1
man

2
!

1. For a detailed analysis of bircat hagomel for women see https://jewishaction.com/uncategorized/whats-the-truth-about-a-woman-bentching-gomel/. See also  Rabbi Aryeh

Frimer, Women and Minyan, Tradition 23:4 (Summer 1988): 54-77, especially 63-64.

2. It is not clear why there would need to be one man.  See Halichot Beita 13:7:13 who suggests that 10 women would also suffice and the the original wording should have read
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20...... kfs ouan ubhhv ohabt vragc vauseca rcss tbhs tfv lhha tks tvu /t,umhrp vzc iht inmgk ihruev ohab vragcu 
tfht hnb ohab vragcu /vragc vauseca rcs ouan tku h"arpsf txhb hnuxrp ouan tkt vz iht vkhdnc vrag ihs rehg
whx c"nc g"gu] /vragc vthre rhpa hrehnu 'ohab vragc hnb tfht vrag hbpc vthres txhb hnuxrp kct ////  /txhb hnuxrp
ouan hgcs vrags hrv /sjt ahtu ohab hbpc p"fg vrag hbpc uz vfrc lrc, vatva t"hs 'knudv ,frc ihbgk d"ex y"hr

 /[ohab vragc hdx xbv ouxrp
c ,ut th inhx ohrup vsu, hnka

This ruling is based on the reason for the public blessing - pirsumei nisa, to publicize the hoda’a.  It is nothing to do with
the requirement of a minyan of 10 adult men for a davar shebikedushah.  For this reason, a group of ten women who are

reading the megilla is considered a public reading
3
. 

F] PURIM AND KABBALAT HATORAH

21.Uń�H )e$kc %e &u o­�c �, �f )F v%K º�t �v Æoh )n�H #v h³�b �J ,´�t oh À)G«g ,«úh �v)k r«u ºc!g#h t́«k �u Æo %vh�k!g oh³)u�k)B #v3k�F k #̧g �u o ¹�g �r#z3k #g �u o %̧vh�k!g Áoh )sUv�H #v (Úk �C )e �u) 
 :v"�b �J �u v­�b �J3k�f �C o·�B #n �z )f �u

zf:y r,xt

Purim was a new acceptance by the Jewish people of their prior commitment to Torah. Note the singular kri/ktiv of this

acceptance.

22.(yh ,una)rvv ,h,j,c ucmh,hu rvv ,t ovhkg tuv lurc ausev vpfa snkn :txj rc tnj rc hnhsct cr rnt - 
hnhc vukce rusv 'if hp kg ;t /// /of,ruce tv, oa - utk otu 'cyun - vru,v ohkcen o,t ot :ovk rntu /,hdhdf

 ch,fs /auruajt(y r,xt) ohsuvhv ukceu unhe- rcf ukchea vn unhhe  /
/jp ,ca

Purim is seen as a reenactment of the original kabbalat haTorah, which was on 10 Tishrei - Yom Ki-Purim.

23. r �v �v s%d%b k �t �r �G)h o �J i #j)H #u r�C �s )N #C Ub!j#H#u h#bh )x r #C �s )n Ut«c�H#u oh )sh )p �r �n Ug �x)H #u
 c:yh ,una

24. - ktrah oa ijhu///sjt ckc sjt ahtf
 oa h"ar

Note the singularity of purpose at Sinai. Jewish unity is essential for kabbalat haTorah - both on Purim and Yom Kippur. 

G] UNITY OF THE GOD & AM YISRAEL THROUGH MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO

25.,ntc upjs ,jt kdr kg snug hbtaf vkuf vru,v kf hbsnk,a n"g hbrhhd k"t htna hbpk tca sjt hrfbc vagn cua
/rund khz tuv vaurhp lshtu vkuf vru,v kf thv uz shcg, tk lrcjk hbx lkgs uk rnt vhrhhd kkv hbpk tc ushca ihbcv

/tk ,ca

Bein Adam Lechavero is the essence of Torah - the Bein Adam LeMakom is almost a commentary to explain how to love

others.

26. ////:Mv h )b!t WIn�F W!g �r�k �T �c #v �t �u
jh:yh trehu

The mitzvah of loving Jews and recognizing Hashem are inextricably linked

women OR one man.

3. On this basis, according to some poskim, the beracha ‘Harav et riveinu’ after the megilla reading can be made in a women’s only reading with 10 or more present. 
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27. rntba 'v"cv vz ?lgr vz hnu /////  (h:zf hkan)h:zf hkan:Wh¿)c �t #gP�r �u vgru ÆW!g "�r 
 208 sung adhu ,arp h,cr ,hatrc

Chazal in other contexts see ‘Re’echa’ as referring to directly to our relationship with God.

28.rapt hta 'ubnn vkgnk ihta hbpud ,uecsc kan ,uagk vmr kct /vezj vcvt thva ubck ctv ,cvtf ktrahk u,cvt
 :cu,fa ihbgf /ohrugbn tuvaf ezj r,uh tuvu 'hgmntc(jh:v hkan)W "%rUg �b , %J¬�t �n jÀ#n �G ŒU u,uecsa khfabu gsba hsf vz kfu /

vmraf 'ohhgmnt hsh kg tkt ubht d"ugv rta og vkg,h u,uecsa hpku /hgmnt oua tkc ezju kusd ,uecs ubng vkg,h
jrfvc vz kan h"g tkt ubghsuvk rapt ht hgmnt oua tkc ubng u,uecsa vru,c ubghsuvk

jh:vf ,una hhjc ubhcr 

The keruvim on the aron kodesh are a mashal for this intense love between Jews and between the Jewish people and God. 

29. ch,fs 'vbhfa hbp ,kcevn ihjrut ,xbfv vkusd :cr rnt vsuvh cr rnt (jh ,hatrc)Whº%bh �g �C Æi �j h ),t³�m �n ţ�b3o )t hÀ�b«s!t r·#nt«H #u
:W "%S �c #g k¬#g �n r ­« c!g #, t¬�b3k #t

/zfe ,ca

We learn from Avraham that inviting guests is greater than communing with the Shechina - why should this be?

30. :vhk rnt ?uvc ch,f vn tnkg hrns ihkhp, hbv (tf:zh wt ohnhv hrcs)/. %r·�t �C s­�j %t h«u¬D k º�t �r �G )h Ẃ �N #g �F Æh )nU 
/u ,ufrc

Unity of the Jewish people and Unity of God are parallel. 

• Rav Zev Leff teaches that Purim is the only holiday on which different Jews are forced to celebrate on different days - to show us that

Jewish unity does not mean that we should all be the same but should respect each other’s differences.

31.tuv sj ktrahu t,hhrutu tuv lhrc tasue
t dg trehu rvuz

On a mystical level, the souls of the Jewish people, the soul of the Torah and God are all unified.
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