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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 3: 47 - PURIM AS THE ROOT OF MITZVOT BEIN ADAM

LECHAVERO
OU ISRAEL/BEIT KNESSET HANASI - WINTER 2025/6
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The joy we feel as Adar approaches is connected not only to the upcoming holiday of Purim but to the approaching Chag
of redemption - Pesach. Adar and Nissan are both months of miracles for the Jewish people.

* In this shiur we will examine a number of ways in which the mitzvot of Purim are intended to serve as an essential preparation for
Pesach - to unite the Jewish people, giving them the merit to be redeemed.

A] MISHLOACH MANOT
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Megillat Esther institutes a number of new mitzvot, including a Purim feast, gifts to the poor and ‘mishloach manot’ -
sending gifts to others.
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The Terumat Hadeshen asks if a person can be yotzei the obligation of mishloach manot by giving clothes, and answers
no. He understands the purpose of mishloach manot as providing food for the Purim seuda.
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In contrast, the Manot HaLevi (R. Shlomo HalLevi Alkabetz) understands that the reason for mishloach manot is to
generate friendship and love between Jews.
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The Gemara here appears to support the reasoning of the Manot Halevi - a gift which is inappropriately small for the
circumstances is NOT a fulfillment of the mitzvah since it does not generate love and friendship.
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The Shulchan Aruch appears to rule like the Terumat Hadeshen - that the mishloach manot are to provide food for the
meal. However the Rema rules that if the recipient refuses to receive the gift, the giver IS yotzei - apparently like the
Manot Halevi.

* Consider also the halachic implications of this dispute in the case of (i) an anonymous donor; (i) giving on behalf of someone who is
unaware of the gift.
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The Aruch Hashulchan addresses the case in which a person has forgotten to set aside a gift for mishloach manot. Can
their family give something on their behalf without their knowing? He rules that, although this would fulfil the obligation
of giving matanot le’evyonim, it does NOT fulfil the mitzva of Mishloach Manot. This is presumably the case since the
gift does not cause maximal unity and connection between the giver and recipient, following the reasoning of the Manot
Halevi.

B] MATANOT LE'EVYONIM
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The essence of simcha on Purim is to help the poor and needy. As such, the Rambam rules that value of our gifts to the
poor should be greater than the amount spent on seuda and mishloach manot.
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This is also a central part of the mitzvah of simchat Yom Tov.

10. That which a person gives to another is never lost. It is an extension of his own being. He can see a part of himself in the
fellow-man to whom he has given. This is the attachment between one man and his fellow to which we give the name ‘love’.

Strive for Truth - Rav Dessler Vol I p. 129

C] TA'ANIT ESTHER
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Haman accused the Jews of factionalism and division.
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Esther’s response was to gather them together in unity!
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Chazal understand that the main purpose of a fast, particularly Ta’anit Esther which is not connected with the
destruction of the Temple, is the gathering together and unity of the people.
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Any fast without Jewish unity is not considered a fast - all elements of Jewish society must join together just as the ketoret
also contained foul-smelling spices which were essential for the mitzva.

* AN is a braid of hair which brings separate strands together in one unit. According to Rav Soloveitchik, this is the root too of the
word DN,
* Note also the commonly quoted acronym of 9128 as Dyw9) DN DTN,

D] SEUDAT PURIM

TIFN 172Y? NI NZND ©PNAD M) DY) DY NPT NP TH NNAYN NNAYN NT) T 522 DOWYI) DIV NZND DINN) 15.
DY RN PO ND 0PN DTN

N2:0 9NON
A custom mentioned in the the Megilla is specifically for families to get together for the Purim Seuda.
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Rashi stresses the togetherness generated by Purim Seuda.

E] READING MEGILAT ESTHER

DYY NN MND PIN YV THANDNIN 17.

7 PYD S9N 10 0NN NIN THIY DWW
1t is preferable to gather 10 people for the megilla reading.

DIEN OLY I 5N W33 OEXH P 1 £ 1D 1H 25933 N353 IMH PP HIDD PY3 OH - NIWY NN MNY (D) 18.
3193 DIEN D™D 3535 T IS DDH HOM3D PIMDD NPVID 'OM3E TIND N3 DL W 191 PN DITO BY 3173
oD

20 "0 89N YD NN MYN
The reason for this is not minyan but ‘berov am’ - generating the gathering of large numbers of Jews

H mnpb‘z:w DOLY D3 HID I D273 HTRT DIEN DYLD OMINHI 13D I D73 P3N PHE DOV I DD O ... 19.
Db £H) ©XE3 D3 D'OY DILY W3 TIINE HID N N'NT IINOL £N DEhd HYId NNH

3P0 LM PP NI MYD
Concerning bircat hagomel, the Mishna Berura explains that women' do not normally make bircat hagomel because it is
often inappropriate for them to gather ten men to do so. He also raises the question of whether the ten people could be
women and brings an opinion that bircat hagomel does not require ten men but even be made in front of 9 women and 1
man’!

1. For a detailed analysis of bircat hagomel for women see https://jewishaction.com/uncategorized/whats-the-truth-about-a-woman-bentching-gomel/. See also Rabbi Aryeh
Frimer, Women and Minyan, Tradition 23:4 (Summer 1988): 54-77, especially 63-64.
2. It is not clear why there would need to be one man. See Halichot Beita 13:7:13 who suggests that 10 women would also suffice and the the original wording should have read
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This ruling is based on the reason for the public blessing - pirsumei nisa, to publicize the hoda’a. It is nothing to do with
the requirement of a minyan of 10 adult men for a davar shebikedushah. For this reason, a group of ten women who are
reading the megilla is considered a public reading’.

F] PURIM AND KABBALAT HATORAH
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Purim was a new acceptance by the Jewish people of their prior commitment to Torah. Note the singular kri/ktiv of this
acceptance.
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Purim is seen as a reenactment of the original kabbalat haTorah, which was on 10 Tishrei - Yom Ki-Purim.
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Note the singularity of purpose at Sinai. Jewish unity is essential for kabbalat haTorah - both on Purim and Yom Kippur.

G] UNITY OF THE GOD & AM YISRAEL THROUGH MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
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Bein Adam Lechavero is the essence of Torah - the Bein Adam LeMakom is almost a commentary to explain how to love
others.
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The mitzvah of loving Jews and recognizing Hashem are inextricably linked

women OR one man.
3. On this basis, according to some poskim, the beracha ‘Harav et riveinu’ after the megilla reading can be made in a women'’s only reading with 10 or more present.
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Chazal in other contexts see ‘Re’echa’ as referring to directly to our relationship with God.
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The keruvim on the aron kodesh are a mashal for this intense love between Jews and between the Jewish people and God.
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We learn from Avraham that inviting guests is greater than communing with the Shechina - why should this be?

YINT TN ) SN YD %92 (xo ' DR AT DY IIN N2 DN 10 NRDY T PN 09N 30.
amoa
Unity of the Jewish people and Unity of God are parallel.

* Rav Zev Leff teaches that Purim is the only holiday on which different Jews are forced to celebrate on different days - to show us that
Jewish unity does not mean that we should all be the same but should respect each other’s differences.
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On a mystical level, the souls of the Jewish people, the soul of the Torah and God are all unified.
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