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Isaiah 57:14-58:14
In the morning haftarah of the ultimate fast day and the holiest day of the year, God lambasts His people for their
hypocrisy when fasting for Him. Such fasting is worthless unless their society actively promotes the welfare of its
most vulnerable, with whom He primarily dwells. Indeed, greed and callousness were primary reasons for exiling
His people. While God has mercy on His people, He will restore them spiritually and physically only when they
feed their poor, clothe their naked, avoid treachery and deceit when transacting with others, and observe the
Sabbath.

Haftarah Breakdown
Verse 57:14-19: God was angry with His people, but now has mercy upon them.
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Verses 57:20-21: But God will not have mercy on the wicked.
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Verses 58:1-5: God does not desire the empty “religious” fasting of his people.
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Verses 58:6-7: “The Fast I Desire”- God wants his people to perform justice...
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Verses 58:8-12: ... and only then will God fully restore them.
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Haftarah Breakdown (cont.)
Verses 58:13-14: Additionally, this just society must observe the Sabbath. If they do, God will greatly reward them.

Isaiah 58:13-14
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If you restrain your foot because of the Sabbath, from performing your
affairs on My holy day, and you call the Sabbath a delight, [and call] the
holy [day] of the Lord honored, and you honor it by not doing your
[ordinary] ways, and by not pursuing your affairs or discussing your
[personal] affairs -- then shall you delight with the Lord, and I [God] will
cause you to ride on the high places of the land, and I will feed you the
heritage of your father, Jacob, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
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The Talmud quotes verse 57:19 to show

Berakhot 34b
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Rabbi Abbahu said: “In the place where penitents stand, the fully righteous
do not stand, as [Isaiah 57:19] states, ‘Peace, peace to one who is far, and
to one who is near.” [Peace is extended] first to the one who is far [the
penitent], and afterwards [it is extended] to the one who is near [the fully
righteous].”
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The Talmud also powerfully utilizes the Haftarah and other sources to

Some recite this

passage at the end of Shabbat as part of the verses of blessing known as “Vayiten Lecha.”

Megillah 31a
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Rabbi Yohanan said: “Wherever you find [reference in the Bible to] the
might of the Holy One, Blessed be He, you also find [reference to] His
humility. This fact is written in the Torah, repeated in the Prophets, and
stated a third time in the Writings.

It is written in the Torah: ‘For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the
Lord of lords,’, after which is written, ‘He executes the judgment of the
fatherless and widow’ (Deuteronomy 10:17-18).

It is repeated in the Prophets: ‘For thus says the High and Lofty One that
inhabits eternity, Whose name is sacred...,” after which is written, ... He
revives the spirit of] the lowly [and revives] the heart of the contrite ones’
(Isaiah 57:15).

It is stated a third time in the Writings, as is written: ‘Extol Him Who rides
upon the clouds, Whose name is the Lord,” after which is written, ‘A father
of the fatherless, and a judge of widows.” (Psalms 68:5-6)”
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With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg and other translations are from Sefaria.org.
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