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Joshua 1:1-18 

The Haftarah picks up immediately after Moses’s death in today’s Torah reading. Joshua takes the reins of                 

leadership with multiple tasks before him, including crossing the Jordan River and conquering the land of                

Canaan. He must also ensure that the two and a half tribes whom Moshe permitted to settle the East Bank of                     

the Jordan keep their promise to first conquer the land, as recounted in Numbers, chapter 32. In these                  

endeavors, God gives Joshua His support, as do the people, and commands him to be “strong and resolute.” 

 

Haftarah Breakdown 

Verses 1-6: God promises Joshua that his leadership will be as strong as Moses’s, especially in the conquest of 

the Land. 

Joshua 1:5 יהושע א:ה 

No man shall stand up before you all the days of your life: as I was 

with Moses, so shall I be with you. I will not fail you, and I will not 

abandon you. 

 לֹֽא־ִיְתַיֵּצ֥ב ִאיׁש֙ ְלָפֶנ֔יָך ֹּכ֖ל ְיֵמ֣י ַחֶּי֑יָך ּכֲַֽאֶׁש֨ר ָהיִ֤יִתי

ָּך׃  ִעם־ֹמֶׁשה֙ ֶאְהֶי֣ה ִעָּמְ֔ך ֹל֥א ַאְרְּפָך֖ ְוֹל֥א ֶאֶעְזבֶֽ

 

Verses 7-9: To succeed in his missions, Joshua must continuously study the Torah and observe it completely. 

Joshua 1:8 יהושע א:ח 

This book of the Torah shall not leave your mouth; you shall 

meditate therein day and night in order for you to carefully do all 

that is written in it.  For [only] then will you succeed in all your ways 

and [only] then will you prosper. 

 לֹֽא־ָימּ֡וׁש ֵסֶפר֩ ַהּתֹוָר֨ה ַהֶּז֜ה ִמִּפ֗יָך ְוָהִג֤יָת ּבֹו֙

 יֹוָמ֣ם ָוַלְ֔יָלה ְלַמַ֙ען֙ ִּתְׁשֹמ֣ר ַלֲעׂשֹ֔ות ְּכָכל־ַהָּכתּ֖וב

 ּבֹ֑ו ִּכי־ָא֛ז ַּתְצִל֥יַח ֶאת־ְּדָרֶכָ֖ך ְוָא֥ז ַּתְׂשּכִֽיל׃

 

Verses 10-11: Joshua commands the people to prepare to cross the Jordan. 

Joshua 1:11 יהושע א:י״א 

Go through the midst of the camp and command the nation saying: 

“Prepare provision for yourselves, for in another three days you will 

cross this Jordan to enter and inherit the land that the Lord your 

God is giving you to inherit.” 

ַּמֲחֶנ֗ה ְוַצּוּ֤ו ֶאת־ָהָעם֙ ֵלאֹמ֔ר  ִעְברּ֣ו ׀ ְּבֶקֶ֣רב הַֽ

 ָהִכ֥ינּו ָלֶכ֖ם ֵציָד֑ה ִּכ֞י ְּבעֹ֣וד ׀ ְׁשֹלֶׁ֣שת ָיִמ֗ים ַאֶּתם֙

ְבִרים֙ ֶאת־ַהַּיְרֵּד֣ן ַהֶּז֔ה ָלבֹוא֙ ָלֶרֶׁ֣שת ֶאת־ָהָאֶ֔רץ  עֹֽ

ּה׃   ֲאֶׁשר֙ ה' ֱאלֹֽקיֶכ֔ם ֹנֵת֥ן ָלֶכ֖ם ְלִרְׁשּתָֽ

 

Verses 12-15: Joshua reminds the two and a half tribes to keep their promise to Moses. 

Joshua 1:13 יהושע א:י״ג 

Remember the word that Moses, servant of the Lord, commanded 

you, saying: “The Lord your God is giving you rest, and has given you 

this land.” 

 ָזכֹור֙ ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֔ר ֲאֶׁש֨ר ִצָּו֥ה ֶאְתֶכ֛ם ֹמֶׁש֥ה

ֶבד־ה' ֵלאֹמ֑ר ה' ֱאֹלקיֶכם֙ ֵמִנ֣יַח ָלֶכ֔ם ְוָנַת֥ן ָלֶכ֖ם  עֶֽ

 ֶאת־ָהָאֶ֥רץ ַהּזֹֽאת׃

  

 



Haftarah Breakdown (cont.) 

Verses 16-18: The tribes commit to fulfilling their promise, and to fully serve Joshua. 

Joshua 1:16 יהושע א:ט״ז 

They answered Joshua, saying: “All that you have commanded us, we 

shall do; and wherever you shall send us, we shall go.” 

 וַַּֽיֲענּ֔ו ֶאת־ְיהֹוֻׁשַ֖ע ֵלאֹמ֑ר ֹּכ֤ל ֲאֶׁשר־ִצִּויָת֙נּו֙ נֲַֽעֶׂש֔ה

ל־ָּכל־ֲאֶׁש֥ר ִּתְׁשָלֵח֖נּו ֵנלְֵֽך׃  ְואֶֽ

 

Parashah Connections 

Among all Haftarot of the year, this Haftarah features the most explicit connection to its Torah reading.  The 

conclusion of the Torah reading... 

Deuteronomy 34:5 דברים ל״ד:ה 

Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there, in the land of Moab, by the 

mouth of the Lord. 

ֶבד־ה' ְּבֶאֶ֥רץ מֹוָא֖ב ַעל־ִּפ֥י ה'  וַָּיָ֨מת ָׁש֜ם ֹמֶׁש֧ה עֶֽ

 

… leads directly into the Haftarah opening verse: 

Joshua 1:1 יהושע א:א 

It happened after the death of Moses, servant of the Lord, that the 

Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying... 

 וְַיִה֗י ַאֲחֵר֛י מֹ֥ות ֹמֶׁש֖ה ֶעֶ֣בד ה' וַֹּי֤אֶמר ה֙'

ר...  ֶאל־ְיהֹוֻׁשַ֣ע ִּבן־נּ֔ון ְמָׁשֵר֥ת ֹמֶׁש֖ה ֵלאמֹֽ

 

Other Connections 

The requirement of daily Torah study is derived from the Haftarah across halachic literature, including here: 

Kitzur Shulchan Arukh 27:2 קיצור שלחן ערוך כ״ז:ב 

Every Jew must study the Torah, no matter whether he is poor or 

rich, whether he is healthy or suffering pain, whether he is young or 

very old. Even a beggar who goes from door to door must set aside a 

certain time for Torah study during the day and night, as [Joshua 1:8] 

is written:"You shall meditate therein day and night."  

ָרֵאל ַחָּיב ִלְלֹמד ּתֹוָרה, ֵּבין ָעִני ֵּבין  ָּכל ִאיׁש ִישְֹ

 ָעִׁשיר, ֵּבין ָׁשֵלם ְּבגּופֹו ֵּבין ַּבַעל ִיּסּוִרין, ֵּבין

 ָּבחּור ֵּבין ָזֵקן ָּגדֹול. ֲאִפּלּו ָעִני ַהַּמְחִזיר ַעל

 ַהְּפָתִחים, ַחָּיב ִלְקֹּבַע לֹו ְזַמן ְלַתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה

 ַּבּיֹום ּוַבַּלְיָלה, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ְוָהִגיָת ּבֹו יֹוָמם ָוַלְיָלה.

 

God’s grant of absolute power to Joshua is accorded to every Jewish king over his subjects. 

Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 3:8 משנה תורה, הלכות מלכים ומלחמות ג:ח 

A king may execute anyone who rebels against him. Even if the king 

decreed that someone must go to a particular place but he did not go 

there; or, that he may not leave his house, but he left - [such a rebel] 

is liable to the death penalty. If [the king] wishes, he must be 

executed, as [Joshua 1:18] states, “Any man who rebels against 

[commands issued by] your mouth [...shall be put to death.]” 

 ָּכל ַהּמֹוֵרד ְּבֶמֶלְך ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֵיׁש ַלֶּמֶלְך ְרׁשּות

 ְלָהְרגֹו. ֲאִפּלּו ָּגַזר ַעל ֶאָחד ִמְּׁשָאר ָהָעם ֶׁשֵּיֵלְך

 ְלָמקֹום ְּפלֹוִני ְוֹלא ָהַלְך אֹו ֶׁשֹּלא ָיָצא ִמֵּביתֹו

 וְָיָצא ַחָּיב ִמיָתה. ְוִאם ָרָצה ְלָהְרגֹו ֵיָהֵרג.

 ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר (יהושע א יח) "ָּכל ִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשר ַיְמֶרה

  ֶאת ִּפיָך".

With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg and other translations are from Sefaria.org. 

To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeer570@gmail.com. 
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