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Rosh Hashanah is a day not only when we hear God’s call, but when God hears our call. As the Talmud states: 

Berakhot 29a ברכות כ״ט עמוד א  

On Rosh Hashanah, Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah were remembered [and 

the divine decree that they would conceive their sons was issued.] 

 ְּבֹראׁש ַהָּׁשָנה ִנְפְקָדה ָׂשָרה ָרֵחל ְוַחָּנה.

This idea is reflected in both Haftarot of the holiday.  

 

Day 1- 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10 

The first day’s Haftarah, from the opening chapters of the Book of Samuel, clearly demonstrates this theme.                 

Hannah, the mother of the prophet Samuel, is heard by God in her prayer for a child, much like Sarah and Rachel                      

before her .  In response, she composes a beautiful prayer of thanksgiving to God. 
1

 

Haftarah Breakdown  

The Haftarah’s opening chapter recounts the story of Hannah and the birth of Samuel. Its context is Elkanah and 

his yearly pilgrimages with his family to the Tabernacle at Shiloh. There, he offered sacrifices, sharing portions of 

it with his wives, Peninah and Hannah. Peninah had many children and therefore received many portions of food, 

while childless Hannah received only one. Hannah further suffered emotionally due to verbal abuse by her 

co-wife. Dejected and weeping, she refused to partake in later years’ sacrificial meals. One year, Hannah came to 

the courtyard of the Tabernacle and silently prayed for God to grant her a child. In return, she promises to place 

him in God’s service. Due to her prayer’s silence, the High Priest, Eli, thought she was a muttering drunk.  Hannah 

rebutted his claim, and showed her righteous nature. In response, Eli blessed her. Hannah then conceived, giving 

birth to a son, Samuel.  After weaning him, she fulfills her promise and consecrates him to the Tabernacle. In 

response to these events, she composes a beautiful prayer, as follows: 

 

Verses 2:1: God gave Hannah victory over her enemies (i.e. her co-wife). 

I Samuel 2:1 שמואל א ב:א 

And Hannah prayed and said: "My heart has rejoiced through the Lord; 

My horn has been raised by the Lord. My mouth is opened wide against 

my enemies, For I have rejoiced in Your salvation.” 

 ַוִּתְתַּפֵּל֤ל ַחָּנה֙ ַוֹּתאַמ֔ר ָעַל֤ץ ִלִּבי֙ ּבַֽה' ָרָ֥מה

 ַקְרִנ֖י ּבַֽה' ָרַ֤חב ִּפי֙ ַעל־אֹ֣וְיַב֔י ִּכ֥י ָׂשַמְ֖חִּתי

ָך׃  ִּביׁשּוָעתֶֽ

 

 

Verses 2:2-3: God breaks arrogance, as He is the one above all. 

I Samuel 2:3 שמואל א ב:ג 

Do not increasingly speak haughtily; let not arrogance come out of your 

mouth. For the Lord is a God of thoughts, And to Him are deeds counted 

 ַאל־ַּתְרּבּ֤ו ְתַדְּברּו֙ ְּגֹבָה֣ה ְגֹבָה֔ה ֵיֵצ֥א ָעָת֖ק

 ִמִּפיֶכ֑ם ִּכ֣י ֵא֤ל ֵּדעֹות֙ ה' ולא [ְולֹ֥ו] ִנְתְּכנּ֖ו

 ֲעִלֽלֹות׃

1
 The Torah reading for day 1 focuses on Sarah, and the Haftarah for day 2 (see below) features Rachel. These three women create a clear 

throughline connecting the various readings of the holiday. 



 

 

Haftarah Breakdown (cont.) 

Verses 2:4-8: God also places the weak of society in the place of the mighty, and vice versa.  

I Samuel 2:5 שמואל א ב:ה 

Those who were satiated have hired themselves out for bread, while the 

hungry ones have ceased [being hungry]. While the barren woman has 

borne seven, she that had many children has been bereaved. 

 ְׂשֵבִע֤ים ַּבֶּלֶ֙חם֙ ִנְׂשָּכ֔רּו ּוְרֵעִב֖ים ָחֵדּ֑לּו

 ַעד־ֲעָקָרה֙ ָיְלָד֣ה ִׁשְבָע֔ה ְוַרַּב֥ת ָּבִנ֖ים ֻאְמלָָֽלה׃

 

 

Verses 2:9-10: God will destroy His enemies, and uplift his righteous ones. 

I Samuel 2:10 שמואל א ב:י 

Those who strive with the Lord will be broken; Upon him will He 

thunder in Heaven; The Lord will judge the ends of the earth. And He 

will grant strength to His King, And raise the horn of His anointed one. 

 ה' ֵיַחּ֣תּו מריבו [ְמִריָב֗יו] עלו [ָעָליו֙] ַּבָּׁשַמִ֣ים

 ַיְרֵע֔ם ה' ָיִד֣ין ַאְפֵסי־ָאֶ֑רץ וְִיֶּתן־עֹ֣ז ְלַמְלּכֹ֔ו וְָיֵר֖ם

 ֶקֶ֥רן ְמִׁשיֽחֹו׃ (פ)

 

 

Other Connections 

The Talmud considers Hannah’s silent prayer in Chapter 1 as a paradigm for critical laws about the Amidah: 

Berakhot 31a ברכות ל״א עמוד א  

Rav Hamnuna said: “How many important laws can be derived from 

these verses of the prayer of Hannah! 

‘And Hannah spoke in her heart,’ [1:13] teaches that one who prays must 

focus his heart [on his prayer].  

‘Only her lips moved,’ teaches that one who prays must enunciate the 

words with his lips. 

‘And her voice could not be heard,’ teaches that one is forbidden to raise 

his voice [when reciting the Amidah].” 

 ָאַמר ַרב ַהְמנּוָנא: ַּכָּמה ִהְלְכָתא ִּגָּבָרוֹוָתא

 ִאיָּכא ְלִמְׁשַמע ֵמָהֵני ְקָרֵאי ְדַחָּנה!

 ״ְוַחָּנה ִהיא ְמַדֶּבֶרת ַעל ִלָּבּה״ — ִמָּכאן

 ַלִּמְתַּפֵּלל ָצִריְך ֶׁשְּיַכֵּוין ִלּבֹו.

 ״ַרק ְׂשָפֶתיָה ָּנעֹות״ — ִמָּכאן ַלִּמְתַּפֵּלל

 ֶׁשַּיְחּתֹוְך ִּבְׂשָפָתיו.

 ״ְוקֹוָלּה ֹלא ִיָּׁשֵמַע״ — ִמָּכאן ֶׁשָאסּור ְלַהְגִּביַּה

 קֹולֹו ִּבְתִפָּלתֹו.

 

The piyut “Imru Lelokim,” recited by Ahskenazim on Yom Kippur morning, has a stanza derived, in part, from 

verse 2:3 (cited above): 

Machzor Yom Kippur Ashkenaz, The Morning Prayers, Reader's 

Repetition of the Amidah  

 מחזור אשכנז ליום כיפור, תפילת שחרית,

  חזרת הש"ץ

Declare about God! 

He builds levels in the heavens. 

He waters mountains with clouds. 

He provided a remembrance for His wonders, and counts all the 

actions of men.  
Therefore the One who constructs a roof of waters above the sky shall be 

exalted! 

 ִאְמרּו ֵלאֹלקים:

ִים ַמֲעלֹוָתיו.  ּבֹוֶנה ַבָּׁשמַֽ

 ַמְׁשֶקה ָהִרים ֵמֲעִלּיֹוָתיו.

 זֵֶֽכר ָעָׂשה ְלִנְפְלאֹוָתיו,  ְולֹו ִנְתְּכנּו ֲעִלילֹוָתיו.

ִים ֲעִלּיֹוָתיו:   ָלֵכן ִיְתָּגֶאה ַהְמָקֶרה ַבּמַֽ

  



Day 2- Jeremiah 31:2-20 

Much like their foremothers, Israel also needs to be heard, yearly on Rosh HaShanah, and whenever they are in                   

exile. God hears the cry of our matriarch, Rachel, and her children, the people of Israel. Here, Jeremiah speaks to                    

the exiled ten tribes, identified as both Israel and Ephraim, promising that God will answer their cries, accept their                   

repentance, will and therefore return them from exile to their Land , comfort them, and gladden them. 

 

Haftarah Breakdown  

Verse 2-6: God still loves Israel, and therefore he will physically restore them. 

Jeremiah 31:5 ירמיהו ל״א:ה 

For there is a day [when] watchers on the mountains of Ephraim shall 

cry forth, “Rise, and let us go up to Zion, to the Lord, our God!” 

 ִּכ֣י ֶיׁש־יֹ֔ום ָקְראּ֥ו ֹנְצִר֖ים ְּבַה֣ר ֶאְפָרִ֑ים קּ֚ומּו

 ְוַנֲעֶל֣ה ִצּיֹ֔ון ֶאל־ה' ֱאֹלקינּו׃ (פ)

 

Verses 7-10: God will also gather Israel back due to this love… 

Jeremiah 31:8 ירמיהו ל״א:ח 

With weeping will they come, and with supplications will I [God] lead 

them.“I will guide you towards brooks of water, on a straight road 

without stumbling.”  For I have become a Father to Israel, and Ephraim 

is My firstborn. 

 ִּבְבִכ֣י ָיבֹ֗אּו ּֽוְבַתֲחנּוִנים֮ ֽאֹוִביֵלם֒ ֽאֹוִליֵכם֙

 ֶאל־ַנֲ֣חֵלי ַמִ֔ים ְּבֶדֶ֣רְך ָיָׁש֔ר ֹל֥א ִיָּכְׁשלּ֖ו ָּבּ֑ה

 ּכִֽי־ָהיִ֤יִתי ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל֙ ְלָא֔ב ְוֶאְפַרִ֖ים ְּבֹכִ֥רי ֽהּוא׃

 

 

Verses 11-13: … and gladden them. 

Jeremiah 31:11 ירמיהו ל״א:י״א 

And they shall come and jubilate on the height of Zion, and they will 

stream to the goodness of the Lord, over corn, wine, and oil, and over 

sheep and cattle.  Their soul shall be like a well-watered garden, and they 

shall have no further sadness. 

 ּוָבאּו֮ ְוִרְּננּ֣ו ִבְמרֹום־ִצּיֹון֒ ְוָנֲהרּ֞ו ֶאל־טּ֣וב ה'

 ַעל־ָּדָגן֙ ְוַעל־ִּתיֹרׁ֣ש ְוַעל־ִיְצָה֔ר ְוַעל־ְּבֵני־ֹצ֖אן

 ּוָבָק֑ר ְוָהְיָת֤ה ַנְפָׁשם֙ ְּכַג֣ן ָרֶו֔ה ְוֹלא־יֹוִס֥יפּו

 ְלַדֲאָב֖ה ֽעֹוד׃

 

Verses 14-16: God hears Rachel’s weeping, gives her hope,… 

Jeremiah 31:16 ירמיהו ל״א:ט״ז 

So says the Lord: “Refrain your [Rachel’s] voice from weeping and your 

eyes from tears, for there is a reward for your work,” says the Lord, “and 

[your children]shall return from the land of the enemy.” 

 ֹּכ֣ה ׀ ָאַמ֣ר ה' ִמְנִע֤י קֹוֵלְך֙ ִמֶּבִ֔כי ְוֵעיַנִ֖יְך ִמִּדְמָע֑ה

 ִּכי֩ ֵיׁ֨ש ָׂשָכ֤ר ִלְפֻעָּלֵתְך֙ ְנֻאם־ה' ְוָׁש֖בּו ֵמֶאֶ֥רץ

 אֹויֵֽב׃

 

Verses 17-20: … and accepts the repentance of her children.  

Jeremiah 31:20 ירמיהו ל״א:כ 

"Is Ephraim a son who is dear to Me? Is he a child who is dandled? For 

whenever I speak of him, I still remember him.  Therefore, My very 

innards are agitated for him. I will surely have compassion on him," says 

the Lord. 

 ֲהֵבן֩ ַיִּק֨יר ִל֜י ֶאְפַרִ֗ים ִא֚ם ֶיֶ֣לד ַׁשֲעֻׁשִע֔ים

 ּכִֽי־ִמֵּד֤י ַדְּבִרי֙ ּבֹ֔ו ָזֹכ֥ר ֶאְזְּכֶרּ֖נּו עֹ֑וד ַעל־ֵּכ֗ן ָהמּ֤ו

 ֵמַעי֙ לֹ֔ו ַרֵח֥ם אֲ ַֽרֲחֶמּ֖נּו ְנֻאם־ה'

 

 



Important Themes 

Weeping:  Rachel’s weeping for her lost children play a major role in the Haftarah. God states that he will receive 

these tears, and change them into the joyful weeping of Israel in their return to Zion. See verses 7,9,13, and 15-20.  

 

Other Connections 

The second blessing of the Shema finds its origins in this Haftarah, as the Talmud records: 

Berakhot 11b ברכות י״א עמוד ב  

A baraita states: One does not recite: “An eternal love [ahavat olam]”; 

rather, one recites: “An abounding love.”  

But the Rabbis say [that one recites]: “An eternal love”, and so 

[Jeremiah 31:2]  says: “I [God] have loved you [Israel] with an eternal 

love. Therefore I have drawn you with kindness.” 

 ַּתְנָיא .. ֵאין אֹוְמִרים ״ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם״, ֶאָּלא

 ״ַאֲהָבה ַרָּבה״.

 ְוַרָּבַנן ָאְמִרי "ַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם", ְוֵכן הּוא אֹוֵמר:

 ״ְוַאֲהַבת עֹוָלם ֲאַהְבִּתיְך ַעל ֵּכן ְמַׁשְכִּתיְך

 ָחֶסד״.

 

 

The liturgy of the final blessing of the Shema recited at Maariv also cites the Haftarah: 

Siddur Ashkenaz, Maariv, Blessings of the Shema, First Blessing after 

Shema  

 סידור אשכנז, מעריב, קריאת שמע

  וברכותיה, אמת ואמונה

And [Jeremiah 31:10] says, “For the Lord has redeemed Jacob and has 

saved him from one who is stronger than he.” Blessed are you, Lordd, 

Redeemer of Israel. 

 ְוֶנֱאַמר"ִּכי ָפָדה ה' ֶאת ַיֲעקב. ּוְגָאלו ִמַּיד ָחָזק

 ִמֶּמּנּו." ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ָּגַאל ִישָרֵאל:

 

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato compares God’s love for his people described in the conclusion of the Haftarah, and 

the feeling of love that one should have towards God. 

Messilat Yesharim 19 מסילת ישרים י״ט 

Loving G-d consists of a person literally yearning and desiring for God’s 

closeness, and chases His holiness as one chases something he desires 

intensely. This should be to the extent that merely mentioning His 

Name, speaking of His praises, and occupying himself with the words of 

His Torah or His divinity literally becomes a delight and pleasure, as a 

man who loves the wife of his youth or his only son so strongly that even 

speaking of them gives him gratification and pleasure. This is as 

[Jeremiah 31:19] states: "[Is Ephraim a son who is dear to Me? Is he a 

child who is dandled?] For whenever I speak of him, I still remember 

him." 

 והנה ענין האהבה הוא שיהיה האדם חושק

 ומתאוה ממש אל קרבתו יתברך ורודף אחר

 קדושתו, כאשר ירדוף איש אחר הנחמד

 ממנו חמדה עזה, עד שיהיה לו הזכרת שמו

 יתברך ודבור בתהלותיו והעסק בדברי

 תורתו ואלהותו יתברך, שעשוע ועונג ממש

 כמי שאוהב את אשת נעוריו או בנו יחידו

 אהבה חזקה, אשר אפילו הדיבור בם יהיה

 לו לנחת ותענוג, וכענין הכתוב (ירמיה

 ל"א): כי מדי דברי בו זכור אזכרנו עוד.

With emendations, biblical translations are by Rabbi A. J. Rosenberg and other translations are from Sefaria.org. 
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