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The final days of Passover commemorate the conclusion of the Israelites’ redemption with Egypt’s defeat at the Red
Sea. Their Haftarot relate to two later episodes of God’s redeeming His people: King David from his many enemies,
and Isaiah’s prophecy of Assyria’s defeat, the end of the Northern Kingdom’s exile, and the messianic redemption.

Day 7

II Samuel 22:1-51
The Israelites’ Song at the Sea is the Torah reading for Passover’s seventh day; similarly, its Haftarah is King
David’s majestic song of salvation. Written in honor of God’s defeat of his enemies?®, David poetically reprises his
brushes with death. In these moments, David looked to God for aid and was helped. God reveals Himself to David,
descending from heaven to Earth to save him. David declares that God treats people measure for measure and
asserts that he acted righteously before Him. Therefore, David praises God for His great justice, His aid, and for
strengthening his royal rule. He concludes by expressing confidence in God’s future help.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 1-3: Introduction to David’s song to his savior, God.

IT Samuel 22:1 X:273 2 9RmMw

David spoke to the Lord the words of this song at the time the Lord saved | %1722 nXjg a2wa 027708 'n2' 117 "am)

him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. J2IRW AR PR3 AR DR '

Verses 4-7: David prays to God in his time of distress; God hearkens to him.

IT Samuel 22:7 1:270 29w

In my distress, I called upon the Lord and cried to my God. He heard my | ¥22°51% vpw» R7pR P28 28) ' RIpN "7™%2
voice [in] His [heavenly] temple; my cry is in His ears. AN NV V2P

Verses 8-16: Earth trembles as God reveals Himself in the heavens to David; He descends to save him.

IT Samuel 22:16 "19:270 2 PRIV
Water channels appeared [and] earth’s foundations were revealed by the ' N7Y32 220 NITER 193 03 RIR XN
Lord’s rebuke, by the blast of His nostrils’ breath. 9% M NpYIn

Verses 17-20a: God saves David from his enemies.

IT Samuel 22:18 175:375 2 YR

He delivered me from my strong enemy, from them that hated me: for 377 I8N 0P RIn 1Y 2R 1R
they were too strong for me.

! With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org. To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email zbeers7o@gmail.com.

2 With slight variations, this song is also Psalm 18. Most commentators claim that David wrote this song towards the end of his life, after
defeating all his enemies. Abarbanel argues that David wrote it in the midst of his youthly troubles, using it as a prayer to God each time he
defeated his enemies; Psalm 18 is David’s final version.
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Verses 20b -32: God treats people measure for measure. Since David acted righteously, God interceded on his

behalf, and he trusts Him.

IT Samuel 22:21
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The Lord rewards me according to my righteousness. According to the
cleanness of my hands, He recompenses me.
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Verses 33-43: God strengthened and supported David for victory against all his enemies.

IT Samuel 22:40
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For You have girded me with the strength to battle: them that rose up
against me you have subdued under me.
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Verses 44-46: God’s salvation of David has made him ruler of many peoples.

IT Samuel 22:44
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You delivered me from my people’s strivings. You preserved me to be head
of nations: a people whom I knew not shall serve me.
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Verses 47-51: David’s final thanks and praise to God, who supports him and his descendants.

IT Samuel 22:51

X"1:27D 2 HRINW

[God] is a tower of salvation for His king, who does kindness for His
anointed, for David and his seed forever.
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The Talmud compares God’s redemptive power to His

, specifically the rain.
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Rabbi Yohanan said: The day of the [first] rains is as great as the day of the
ingathering of the exiles, as Scripture states, “Turn our captivity, O Lord,
as wadis in the Negev” (Psalms 126:4). “Wadis” refers to rain, as Scripture
states, “Water channels [wadis] appeared.” (Il Samuel 22:16)
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Day 8
Isaiah 10:32 - 12:6

At one of Judah’s bleakest hours, Isaiah gives one of his greatest prophecies of hope. From without, mighty Assyria
had already exiled the Northern Kingdom and was now invading Judah as well. From within, the idolatrous King
Ahaz ruled over a corrupt society. Isaiah prophesies a complete reversal of Judah’s desperate situation. Not only
will Assyria be defeated, but a new divinely inspired Davidic king® will arise to bring about a just society and a
peaceful era. God will also return the ten northern tribes from exile in a manner reminiscent of the Exodus,
reuniting them with Judah. Together, the united nation will defeat all its enemies. In response to all this, the people
will praise and thank God with new songs.

The Chief Rabbinate of Israel recommends reciting this Haftarah, without blessings, on Israel’s Independence Day.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 10:32-34: Assyria’s invasion of Judah from the north will halt at Nob, just northwest of Jerusalem. God will
cut down its numerous army.

Isaiah 10:32 Y PR
This very day [Assyria’s general] will stand at Nob. He will wave his hand [-n2]~nv2 7797 A9 Tayh 232 0¥ T
[towards] the mountain of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. (0) 02w Ny 1Y

Verses 11:1-5: A new era will dawn, when a new Davidic king rules with righteous wisdom and awe of God.

Isaiah 11:4 TR NPV
With righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide with equity for the PIRTIYY iR mim 0°%7 PR varh
meek of the earth. He shall smite land[s] with his mouth’s rod, and with YW D ROt M3 1O LAY YN

his lips’ breath shall he slay the wicked.

Verses 11:6-9: In that future era, peace will reign between animals, and between animals and people.

Isaiah 11:6 VRN
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid- 2331 727 *T3oY N admay Rt
a calf, a young lion and a fatling together; a small child shall lead them. 102 373 TOR LA T R e

Verse 11:10: Moreover, all nations will seek out the Davidic king and honor him.

Isaiah 11:10 T ——

On that day, Jesse’s root [shall] stand as a banner for [all] peoples. Nations | 2%y 03772y W i W X377 o¥2
shall seek him, [making] his resting place glorious. (9) ;7922 ipman AT WA O PN

3 Since only some of these prophecies were fulfilled under Judah’s next king, righteous Hezekiah, tradition assigns them to the messianic era.



Verses 11:11-12: God will return His people from all lands of their exile.

Isaiah 11:12

27 IR PV

[God] shall raise a banner for the nations and assemble Israel’s outcasts.
He shall gather together Judah’s dispersed from earth’s four corners.
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Verses 11:13-14: Reunited, the northern and southern kingdoms will defeat their enemies.

Isaiah 11:14
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The [reunited kingdoms] shall together fly upon the Philistines to the west.
Together they shall plunder the eastern peoples of the east: Edom and
Moab shall be subject to them, and the children of Ammon shall obey them.
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Verses 11:15-16: God will return His people and punish His enemies with Exodus-like miracles.

Isaiah 11:16
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There shall be a highway for the remainder of His people who remain from
Assyria, such as there was for Israel when it went up from the land of Egypt.
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Verses 12:1-6: The new songs that Israel will sing after its redemption.

Isaiah 12:2
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Behold, God is my salvation! I will trust and not fear for the Lord God is my
strength and my song; He shall be my salvation.
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Isaiah 11:12 (above) is an “four corners of the earth” and the

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Amidah, Gathering the Exiles
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Sound the great shofar for our liberty, raise a banner to gather our exiles,
and gather us together from the four corners of the earth. Blessed are You,
God, Gatherer of the dispersed of His people Israel.
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his masterwork,

, with words from the Haftarah.

Mishneh Torah, Kings and Wars 12:5
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In that [Messianic] era, there will be neither famine, war, envy, nor
competition, for good will be very pervasive. All delicacies will be as
available as dust. The entire world’s activity will only be to know God alone.
Therefore, Israel will be great sages who know the sealed matters. They will
achieve knowledge of their Creator according to man’s ability as [Scripture]
states, “For the Earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:9)
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