
Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot: Ezekiel 38:18-39:16

This dramatic Haftarah describes the final, apocalyptic stages of God’s redemption of His

people at the End of Days. This is similar to the Haftarah for the First Day of Sukkot,

Zechariah’s apocalyptic prophecy of the End of Days.

In the verses before the Haftarah’s opening, Ezekiel prophesies that God will return the exiles from around

the world to the formerly desolate Land. They will live there tranquilly as pastoral people, relying solely upon God

for protection. Ezekiel further prophesies that Gog, ruler of the nation of Magog, and its neighbors, will assemble a

vast, heavily armed coalition of peoples, primarily from areas north of the Land. They will seek to conquer

“defenseless” Israel, taking captives and loot.

The Haftarah begins with Gog’s arrival in the Land of Israel. God’s fury will shake the Land, terrifying its

people and animals. God alone will slaughter Gog’s armies by deploying various deadly natural forces; animals

will feast on their corpses. God will also punish Gog and his allies by sending fire to their homelands. The people

will spend months purifying the Land by burying the remaining bones in “The Valley of Gog’s Multitudes.” The

people will also collect their enemies’ vast number of weapons. With God’s direct protection during the

Redemption, however, the people will use them not as weapons but as firewood.

The Haftarah emphasizes that this divine defeat of Israel’s enemies in the Land will sanctify and make

God’s name known among the Israelites and the nations of the world. In the prophecy’s conclusion following the

Haftarah, Ezekiel foresees that humanity and Israel will, after these events, finally properly understand Israel’s

covenant with God, God’s power, and the meaning of God’s hiding His face during Israel’s exile for its sins.

Haftarah Breakdown

Verses 38:18-20: The arrival of Gog’s coalition in the Land will anger God. His fury will shake the Land, terrifying

its human and animal inhabitants, and causing mountains and buildings to tumble.

Ezekiel 38:20 ל״ח:כיחזקאל

The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts of the field, all creeping

things that creep upon the earth, and all people who are upon the face of

the earth— shall shake at My presence. The mountains shall be thrown

down, the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.

ה יִם ְוַחַּי֣ת ַהָּׂשֶד֗ י ְּדֵג֣י ַהּיָ֩ם ְו֨עֹוף ַהָּׁשַמ֜ ְוָרֲעׁ֣שּו ִמָּפנַ֡
ר ם ֲאֶׁש֖ ה ְוכֹל֙ ָהָאָד֔ ׂש ַעל־ָהֲאָדָמ֔ ֶמׂ֙ש ָהֽרֵֹמ֣ ְוׇכל־ָהֶר֙
ים ְוָנְֽפלּ֙ו ַהַּמְדֵר֔גֹות ה ְונֶֶהְר֣סּו ֶהָהִר֗ ַעל־ְּפֵנ֣י ָהֲאָדָמ֑

ֶרץ ִּתּֽפֹול׃ ה ָלָא֥ ְוׇכל־חֹוָמ֖

Verses 38:21-23: God will defeat Gog and his coalition, battling them by sword and overpowering natural forces.

God’s complete victory will make Him known as great and holy among many nations.

Ezekiel 38:22 ל״ח:כ״ביחזקאל

I will punish him with pestilence and blood. I will rain down upon him, his

bands, and the many peoples that are with him, torrential rain, great

hailstones, fire, and brimstone.

י ם ְוֶגֶׁ֣שם ׁשֹוֵט֩ף ְוַאְבנֵ֨ ֶבר ּוְבָד֑ י ִאּ֖תֹו ְּבֶד֣ ְונְִׁשַּפְטִּת֥
יו יר ָעָלי֙ו ְוַעל־ֲאגַָּפ֔ ית ַאְמִט֤ ׁש ְוׇגְפִר֗ יׁש ֵא֣ ֶאְלָּגִב֜

ר ִאּֽתֹו׃ ים ֲאֶׁש֥ ים ַרִּב֖ ְוַעל־ַעִּמ֥

Verses 39:1-5: God tells Ezekiel to prophesy against Gog. God will goad Gog to attack Israel in its mountains,

where he and his coalition will be defeated. Exposed to the elements, their corpses will be food for animals.

Ezekiel 39:4 ל״ט:דיחזקאל

You shall fall on the mountains of Israel- you, all your bands, and the

peoples with you. I will give you to ravenous birds of every sort and to the

beasts of the field, to be eaten.

ים י� ְוַעִּמ֖ ל ִּתּ֗פֹול ַאָּת֙ה ְוׇכל־ֲאגֶַּפ֔ י יְִׂשָרֵא֜ ַעל־ָהֵר֨
ה יט ִצּ֧פֹור ׇּכל־ָּכָנ֛ף ְוַחַּי֥ת ַהָּׂשֶד֖ � ְלֵע֨ ר ִאָּת֑ ֲאֶׁש֣

י� ְלׇאְכָלֽה׃ נְַתִּת֥



Verses 39:6-8: God will also send fire to destroy the territories of Gog and his allies. This will make the name of

the God of Israel great among His people and other nations. This promised day of the Lord will surely happen.

Ezekiel 39:6 ל״ט:ויחזקאל

I will send fire in Magog and among those who dwell securely in the isles:

and they shall know that I am the Lord.

ַטח ְויְָד֖עּו י ָהִאִּי֖ים ָלֶב֑ ׁש ְּבָמ֔גֹוג ּוְביְֹׁשֵב֥ ְוִׁשַּלְחִּתי־ֵא֣
ִּכי־ֲאִנ֥י ה'׃

Verses 39:9-10: Turning the tables on their enemies, the residents of Israel’s towns will collect their dead enemies’

weapons to use as firewood. These weapons will be so numerous that they will provide fuel for seven years, during

which the people will not need to harvest wood from forests and fields.

Ezekiel 39:10 ל״ט:ייחזקאל

“They will not gather firewood from fields or cut any in the forests, but will

burn the weapons in fires. They will despoil those who despoiled them,

and plunder those who plundered them,” declares the Lord God.

ְו�א־יְִׂשאּו ֵעִצים ִמן־ַהָּׂשֶדה ְו�א יְַחְטבּו
ִמן־ַהּיְָעִרים ִּכי ַבּנֶֶׁשק יְַבֲערּו־ֵאׁש ְוָׁשְללּו

ֶאת־ׁשְֹלֵליֶהם ּוָבזְזּו ֶאת־ּבֹזְזֵיֶהם נְֻאם ֲאדֹקי ה'׃

Verses 39:11-16: The people will bury their dead enemies for seven months, gaining fame for their kindness.

Others will complete the Land’s purification by systematically scouring it, marking locations of human bones until

burial. The vast number of corpses will be buried in a place named, “The Valley of Gog’s Multitudes.”

Ezekiel 39:12 ל״ט:י״ביחזקאל

The House of Israel will bury them for seven months in order to purify the

land.

ֶרץ ר ֶאת־ָהָא֑ ַען ַטֵה֣ ל ְלַמ֖ ית יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ּוְקָברּו֙ם ֵּב֣
ה ֳחָדִׁשֽים׃ ִׁשְבָע֖

Connections

The Talmud asserts that one who fulfills the precept of eating three meals on the Sabbath will be saved during the

events described in the Haftarah.

Shabbat 118a אקי״חשבת

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said in the name of bar Kappara: Anyone who

fulfills the obligation to eat three meals on the Sabbath is rescued from

three punishments: From the pangs of the Messiah, from the judgment of

Gehinnom, and from the war of Gog and Magog... [The final teaching is

learned from the shared use of the word, “day,” in Exodus 16:25, which

refers to the Sabbath as] a “day,” and [in Ezekiel 38:18, which describes the

onset of the war of Gog and Magog with the phrase] “On the day that Gog

arrives [in the land of Israel.]”

ָאַמר ַרִּבי יְהֹוֻׁשַע ֶּבן ֵלִוי ִמּׁשּום ַּבר ַקָּפָרא: ָּכל
ַהְמַקּיֵים ָׁש�ׁש ְסעּודֹות ְּבַׁשָּבת נִיּצֹול ִמָּׁש�ׁש
ּפּוְרָענִּיֹות: ֵמֶחְבלֹו ֶׁשל ָמִׁשיַח, ּוִמִּדינָּה ֶׁשל

ֵּגיִהּנָם, ּוִמִּמְלֶחֶמת ּגֹוג ּוָמגֹוג....ִמִּמְלֶחֶמת ּגֹוג
ּוָמגֹוג — ְּכִתיב ָהָכא ״יֹום״, ּוְכִתיב ָהָתם: ״ְּביֹום

ּבֹא ּגֹוג״.

The Haftarah's apocalyptic vision is the source for the first two words of the Kaddish prayer. These words are

widely recited in Aramaic, yitgadal ve'yitkadash, along with the rest of the prayer. Some, however, follow

Machzor Vitry (11th C, France) and recite them in their original language, Hebrew, yitgadeil ve'yitkadeish.

Ezekiel 38:23 ל״ח:כ״גיחזקאל

I will manifest My greatness and My holiness, and make Myself known in

the sight of many nations, and they shall know that I am the Lord.

ְוִהְתַּגִּדְלִּתי ְוִהְתַקִּדְׁשִּתי ְונֹוַדְעִּתי ְלֵעינֵי ּגֹויִם ַרִּבים
ְויְָדעּו ִּכי־ֲאנִי ה‘׃ {ס}

With emendations, all translations are from Sefaria.org.  To dedicate, comment, or subscribe, email haftarahhelper@gmail.com.
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