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One of the fundamental differences between the religious and the irreligious personalities,
one of the major factors that makes one person devout and another skeptical, is the
approach and the attitude to the significant events of life. If you look upon these major
events of your life as mere chance, just luck or happenstance, as "vayikar," an either lucky or
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unlucky accident - then that is the mark of an essentially irreligious person, that is the mark
of tuma: unclean, irreligious. But if you look upon the events of life as being ordered
occurrences, decreed by the supreme intelligence of God, and under His conscious direction,
as providence rather than as chance - then that is the indication of a religious personality,
that is the spiritual language of a religious person, the language of malakhei hasharet,
ministering angels. So whether we see life as chance or as providence, as "vayikar" or
"“vayikra," depends upon and also determines whether we are religious in outlook or not,
whether we speak the language of malakhei hasharet or tuma....

And Balzam and Moses are distinct archetypes. Balaam, the man of "vayikar" and tuma,

encounters God, but acts as if he had merely stubbed his toe against an unseen rock, shakes
himself off, and goes on his merry way - unchanged, uninspired, passive, with an attitude of
arai. Moses, however, the man of "vayikra" and matakhei hasharet, undergoes the same
experience as did Balaam - the meeting with God but he conceives of it not as a mere
accigent, but as a cail, as a challenge fiung to him from the heavens, as a summaons to action,
as an opportunity for zeiruz and hiba..
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