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One offered the Torah to the various nations of antiquity, but that all of them
rejected it because of specific objections they raised to certain of its precepts.
Then He offered the Torah to lsrael, and Israel accepted it with alacrity. This |
is more than an interesting legend, spiced with a dash of Jewish pride. 1t is the |
Rabbis’ way of emphasizing the revolutionary character of the Torah, and espe-
cially the Decalogue. The Torah, they meant to say, was given not to confirm -
standard ideas and prevailing prejudices, but to challenge and change them.
The Ten Commandments were meant to teach a religion with a difference, to -
offer the world an alternative to the colorful but lifeless paganism in which it
was immersed, and that that alternative was seized by Israel. :
To us, in our age, the Decalogue often seems to be commonplace. Yet
consider how radically new it was in its own day. To a society that practiced |
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paganism and fetishism, the Torah declared, “You shall not make a graven
image” (Exodus 20:4). To a world that accepled slavery as normal and in which
even the free man was doomed to a life of drudgery, the Bible proclaimed the
Taw of the Sabbath, and commanded rest even for the man-servant and woman-
servant. And to a civilization which entertained the conception of a human
being as a thing, to be used and exploited, and in which, therefore, old parents

. . |
who could no longer be gainfully employed were abandoned and discarded as
excess baggage, the Decalogue dgglared, “Honor your father and your mother”
(Exodus 20:12) — even if you can no longer oblain any benefit from them. /OQ/

|
1
\.

ast many years, traditional Judaism in the Western world

During the |
from

has expended much effort to prove that we are not really that difterent
othets; that we can and do acculturate and adjust and speak the Janguage and
the cultural idiom of Western civilization. That is as it should be; had we not
done so, we would have lost much more than we did. Yel we must not neglect
our ariginal and main function: to offer an alternative to the world; to speak
the word of God and ‘Torah in the great spiritual abyss; to remain critical of
the local idolatries that desecrate every generation. Now that Judaism has, io0
an extent, become naturalized, we must i out energies to offering Jewish
alternatives to the great world problems. We must speak the authentic word of _
* &

Torah on the great issues of our day — fearlessly, courageously, and honestly.
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