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Chanukah: Why on the 25" & Why 8 Days?
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled on Hanukkah? The
Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat Ta’anit: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,
the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them and one may not fast
on them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all
the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the Hasmonean
monarchy overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they searched and found
only one cruse of oil that was placed with the seal of the High Priest, undisturbed by
the Greeks. And there was sufficient oil there to light the candelabrum for only one
day. A miracle occurred and they lit the candelabrum from it eight days. The next
year the Sages instituted those days and made them holidays with recitation of hallel

and special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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What is the difference regarding the miracles in the above sources?
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What is the significance of lighting candles based on the above?
Why on the 25" of Kislev? 712025 /77252 05

Why do we celebrate for eight days? 70202 omww 0>
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Sefer Chaggai — Prophetic and Historical background for Chanukah story

N 29990 999 (11

ON N2 2N T2 NI V2T M YWIH2 TN 0PI WY YWTH 72010 V1T DAY Mva (N)
'mNb bm-w Y2970 PIXIN 12 YYI? SN NI NN bwnbzw 2 5227

NNHANY NI N2 NY Na Ny N9 YN YD OYD NG NINIY NI MN 1D (2)

) N>2370 0 T2 NIN? 72T 0N )

: 290 MYD 72N) DONAY DN NIYY DRX BIY NYN (1)

D277 YY 02229 WY NINAY NI TN N3 NAY) (M)

I2RWNN) Y ONY PN) Yia -m\vb PR) INY NYUY PR SIoN VYR KA 1270 DRY ()
£ 29P) 717N SN Y2RWN

: 02277 YY D229 IOV NINAY NI MN 71D (})

MM MmN {(\nT2a0 ]\ -r:lgm 12 NYINY n’:n EAmERY I:mN:m NN 1by (n)

AP W2 NINIY NI ONI 1) W2 12 >ANAY) 173N BNNIN LYNY NI NN bN M9 (V)
£111729 VIR DY DRN 290 XN TN

PN NNDD NN VN DIDY INDD D:vby 129y 0)

NONIR YN DY) INYD DY) YVIiPNRD bm NIN bm D00 YY) NIND DY 290 NIPN) (N)
1D PP O bm nPN20 9Y) OTND bm NN

N1’ 5Ip2 YN MINY 52) 37D Y020 | 7731-n 12 YV bwnb\v 12 bn:m YRYUN )

: 11112 2390 DYN NP mﬁbN NI IN9Y IWYND X220 2N 12T SY) ODdTYN

:7IM) DX) DIAN OIN NG Dvb NI MONINA NI TNIN 20 N (1)

9VTIN YNOD PIYIN 12 YYINY D AN NI NS bwnb\v 12 b:z:m NN NN NI YN (1)
D'l"!bN NINIY NI 122 NININ IWY? INI DYD NINY 95 N )

% plon) \vm;r? DXNY MV1 WY YIhY 1Y IN) 071y o¥2 (10)

a2 P99 »n 190 (12

SN NO2ID N T2 NIN? 12T M YWINHD TON) DIV 21I¥a (N)

TPINY D) DTN 102D PTRIN 12 YYIN? SN NTIN? NN SNORDY 12 52271 IN NY DN (3)
1NN DY

NIDD NRY INNR DX ONX 1N TYNID 171292 N30 D220 DX NN IYN INYID 0220 ()
:DPY2 pm NI

DX) XIND DY 92 PINY 911N 1090 PI¥IN? 12 YWIny pIn) Nin Ox) 9237 PIn NRy) (1)

: MINIY NI ON) DINN NN 1D IV NI

SN DN DI2IN2 NTHY ONIT) DIINNN o:mux: D:mN i pk) 'wm 9270 NN )

D1 NN IND NN DDYD NN WY MINI XN DY NNX TIY NINIY NI N 155D ()
127NN N

NI N TIAD M 12aN NXONRYM DN 9D NTHN IND DD Y2 NXONYYIM (})
:TINDY

:NINAY NIN? DN ANIN YD) 90N D ()

DIYY JAN M DIPHI NINAY NI PN JYNID P WINRD 13D 1220 T2 M2 9173 (V)
:DINIY 1)) ON)




N°237 %30 T2 NI’ 12T MD YRITY DNy mva WUNS AYIIN) B29UYE ()
1IN

$ DN NN ONDDN NN N) IRY NINIY NI N N (N)

SN 1Y SN 1920 YR 110 N ONYD X 1993 ¥239) 17)3 9293 VTP 93 ¥IN NI 1D (D))
N9 Y9N D3I NYN VPN TaND YD

- NDVY YINNGY DI DY) NNVID NIN T2 Ya) NV ¥ DX 3N IR (1)

WK1 O NYR 99 12) 1§02 DX 239 D YWD 1) TR DY 12 VN1 90 W (1)

: NI RNV DY 1P

£ DIN? 52503 13N TN 1IN DIV 079N NYYN) MD DPD 1D D127 N MDY NHY) (10)
NN N2 ©OWHN GYN2 22D D X3 MY NI D1IYY NN DN K3 OPPIN (10)
: DY

: 11172 DN Y9N DINN PN) DI PPN 92 NN 77223 11P7223 119T¥2 DINN 1127 (1)
099 v:‘; PWVUNY NYAINY DIIYY 09 Noyn) N3N DID 1 DII2Y XY IDY (M)
‘Db::b m Y Mn? 79"'\ 192 YYN

FYAN TN DD 1 XYY ND 110 \¥) 117101 MINDD) 19M0 TY) 179NN Y RN Tivn (1)

:INY W‘lh‘:’ NYAINY 029YY2 »n v My nim 271 ()

(NIND nm DNYND NN \wvm NN NG N7 NN 522N bN N (ND)

Y1721 0°299) 12277 YH297) 09 9501 PN SNTRYD) MY NP SN0 (1)

S PNN 27N YN D297 DIDID

ONIN2 PHRY) NINY DN 7TV TNONIRY 12 Y2271 TNRN NINIY MM DNY NN OP3 (1)
s MINQY NN DN PHIN3 9252

27Y 1V DNV ,5D23 MY - MY 9T (13
D) 1220 9N TN DN DNZD DN 19322 ¥I)) 1TI2 9222 WTP W2 YOIN RW 17 : YNV NN
A7) NS 1NN DNNDD NY VTR b:zm 99 YN) YoV

The Gemara cites an additional proof. Come and hear that which was said to the
prophet Haggai: “Thus said the Lord of Hosts: Ask now the priests with regard to
the Torah, saying: If a person bears hallowed flesh in the corner of his garment,
and with his garment he touches bread, or stew, or wine, or oil, or any food, shall
it be sacred? And the priests answered and said: No” (Haggai 2:11-12). This
question is asked with regard to the flesh of a creeping animal and whether or not
the substances that come into contact with it become impure
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What is the significance of all the dates of Chaggai’s nevuout?
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LIGHT IN TIMES OF DARKNESS: A Symbiotic Relationship
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MISHNA: And these are the festivals of gentiles: Kalenda, Saturnalia, and

Kratesis
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GEMARA: Rav Hanan bar Rava says: When are these festivals celebrated?
Kalenda is celebrated during the eight days after the winter solstice, and
Saturnalia is celebrated during the eight days before the winter solstice. And
your mnemonic to remember which festival is that the one that occurs after the
solstice is mentioned first in the mishna, and the festival that takes place before the
solstice is mentioned after, as in the verse: “You have hemmed me in behind and
before, and laid Your Hand upon me” (Psalms 139: 5), where the word “before”
. appears after the term “behind
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With regard to the dates of these festivals, the Sages taught: When Adam the first
man saw that the day was progressively diminishing, as the days become shorter
from the autumnal equinox until the winter solstice, he did not yet know that this is
anormal phenomenon, and therefore he said: Woe is me; perhaps because I sinned
the world is becoming dark around me and will ultimately return to the primordial
state of chaos and disorder. And this is the death that was sentenced upon me from
Heaven, as it is written: “And to dust shall you return” (Genesis 3:19). He arose and
spent eight days in fasting and in prayer
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Once he saw that the season of Tevet, i.e., the winter solstice, had arrived, and saw
that the day was progressively lengthening after the solstice, he said: Clearly, the
days become shorter and then longer, and this is the order of the world. He went
and observed a festival for eight days. Upon the next year, he observed both these
eight days on which he had fasted on the previous year, and these eight days of his
celebration, as days of festivities. He, Adam, established these festivals for the sake
of Heaven, but they, the gentiles of later generations, established them for the sake
of idol worship




16) Or Zarua (Isaac ben Moses of Vienna 1200-1270)

What is the reason for Hanukkah:?...My teacher R. Yehuda ben Yitzhak explained that
the miracle of the oil remaining kindled for eight days was because they were occupied
all seven days with the building of the altar and with the service vessels, as it is stated
in Megillat Taanit.... That means they could immediately have prepared other oil,
but they were occupied preparing and purifying the service vessels and building
the altar, and they could not buy other oil. And thus a miracle occurred with the
cruse of oil and it lasted for eight days. Therefore, it is called Hanukkah because
of the dedication of the altar that was demolished and which they rebuilt.

The Significance of lighting the menorah — Olives:
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What does the Menora symbolize in Zecharya’s nevuah?
Based on the above nevuot — why eight days? 700> 8 705
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Josephus Antiquities VII:7

“And from that time to this we celebrate this festival and call it LIGHTS. I
suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our HOPES appeared to us,
and that thence was the name given to that festival”

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”],

“The Festival of Lights that Signifies an Extinguishable Faith”

“What endured was not the historical narrative as told in the books of Maccabees
but the simpler, stronger story that spoke of a single cruse of oil that survived the
wreckage and desecration, and the light it shed that kept on burning.

Something in the human spirit survives even the worst of tragedies, allowing us to
rebuild shattered lives, broken institutions and injured nations. That to me is the
Jewish story...the ever-renewed power of that faith whose symbol is Chanukah
and its light of inextinguishable hope.”
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