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There are abundant reasons why we don a kittel at.the Sede
One of the more well known explanations is that of the Taz, wh

in an exalted frame of mind we wear the klttel in whlch a niftar i

~J clothed, so that we are not overcome with Joy and indulge in inap

propriate conduct. -

Perhaps another reason why we wear a kittel is based on the
Yerushalmi (Pesachim 10:1) that says that one who eats matzah on -
Erev Pesach is like one who has relations with his wife before he is-
married.! Since the marriage between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and:
Klal Yisrael takes place on the Seder night, that is the proper time to
eat the matzah. Erev Pesach represents the period prior to the wed- .

3
« ding. Since this is our “wedding night,” we wear a white garment
) show that we are like a kallah who wears white to her wedding.’
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And just as the kallah comes to her wedding bedecked with beauti-
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¥ful ornaments, so too do we come with mitzvos d’Oraysa, mttzvosf;

d’Rabbanan, minhagim and chumros, and songs and piyutim that

are included in the elaborate edifice that is the Seder Leil Pesach.
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% [133] RAV-DANIEL GLATSTEIN ON THE HAGGADAH
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DTMYNT KYAKD RINTIN ox v Ky Kpny xi, This is the bread of
affliction that our forefathers ate
implication is that the reason we eat matzah is to recall the “bread
of afflicion” that was the staple of our ancestors during the
course of their slavery in Egypt. Indeed, the Rishonim® cite Rav
Yehosef HaBizuvi in the name of Rav Avraham Ibn Ezra, who
reports that he was fed matzah in India when he was held cap-
tive, because matzah takes a long time to digest, and one can
subsist on a small amount of matzah for a long period of time.

~ This reason provided for matzah at the opening of Maggid
openly contradicts the reason advanced by Rabban Gamliel at the
conclusion of Maggid. There, Rabban Gamliel explains that we eat
matzah because our ancestors did not have the time to allow their
dough to rise the night of the Exodus before Hakadosh Baruch
‘Hu revealed Himself to redeem us. .
¥\ The Abarbanel® and the Vilna Gaon®™ both assert that while, in

fact, the matzah as an entity reminds us of the bread we ate dur-

in the land of Mitzrayim. The -

ing our stay in Egypt, that is not the reason we eat matzah. We eat™”

matzah to commemorate that on the night that we were freed, our

dough did not have time to rise. That is why Rabban Gamliel

g emphasizes: “mbair 1KY 3TN,

this matzah that we are eating”

is to commemorate that our bread did not become chametz during

Yetzias:Mitzrayim.

Remarkably,

(bread of slavery and affliction —

as articulated by Rabban Gamliel.

the Ramban® writes that there are two distinct

. reasons for eating the matzah. One reason is to commemorate the’
this is declared in the xpn7 K7

second reason is to recall the matzah of h_'ee_cl_qg_l —

)

With the approach of the Ramban, the structure of the Haggadah

cems difficult. Why would the Baal Haggadah _providé one rea-:
at the beginning of Maggid, and the secon

san, that of X1y Riany)
reasanisthat of Rabban Gamliel, at the end of Maggid?*!
I would humbly suggest that the discrepancy between

proper fulfillment of the mitzvah of
“Later in Maggid, we read, 19K

the two.
reasons for matzah is intentionaily designed to facilitate the
' Sippur Yetziast Mitzrayim.
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RAV NRIICK ON THE HACCADAH

18

With these words, the father begins his answer to his son’s questions,
as -articulated in Mah Nishfanah. Yet these words do not seem tc

omyRn Ry K, In every genemtion, man. is. obligated to view'

| himself as though he had gone out 7(} Mitzrayim. Thus, it is not

s enough to retell the story, one must relive it as if it is happening
*1 s

. provide any sort of answer to the question of why thi

é\. l:llgth t of "'n,ight is different from all other nights. True, we were

ichotomy (12 yes to Pharaoh in Egypt and Hashem took us ou

with a mighty hand, but how does that explain all the unusual prac
tices of the Seder night about which the son is asking?

The real reason for the unusual practices of this night is that we
were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and Hashem took us out, effec
tively transforming us from Pharaoh’s slaves to servants of Hasherr
Therefore, we are obligated to fulfill His commandments even thougl
we do not understand the reasons for them all; we keep the mitzvo

if one were to ask the reason for matzah, it would
vary depending on what point in the Seder one has reached. At

‘:’g( the heeinning of the night. we imacine ourselves as slaves, embit-

tered and.hroken.in servitude “At this point, the reason for the ~
as we have not yet

54
matzah is notatall to commemorate freedom,

Therefore,

i

been freed. At the start of Maggid, the reason for matzah is t0

commemorate the bread of slavery, the “xny xnn2.”
However, as we continue to rec

experience,
for the matzah
symbol of freedom, the bread of the
- chance to rise before we experienced Divine revelation.
Thus, the juncture of two
¢ 7 our minds to relive the full

gamut of DY NKTY TRV,
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ite Maggill and relive the entire
culminating in the miraculous liberation, the reason -

has changed. We now. look at the matzah as the -
dough that did not have a

reasons provided- for matzah is to stir

C like a slave carrying out his master’s will.

,(Alternatively, we can explain that in Mah Nishtanah, the son |
agking_about _the seemingly contradictory actions we perform e

& ! &

"we eat miatzah, which sianifies freedor
and redemption — for_we left Egypt in a hurry, with no.time f
the dough to rise; on_the other hand, we eat maror, which signifie
he bitter exile. On one hand, we reclipe i e men;.on the ath
hand, we dip the karpas in salt water and the maror in_charoses|
remember the bitterness of the enslavement. Seeing all this, tf
child is bewildered, and cannot understand what this night is ¢

. about. -
J,.?We answer him that l’lieed, the Seder night is divided into tw

> answer i v e
parts, as reflected in_the words N MNP 07N ):::rﬂg'\g? A OO
A0Y Y1 NN A ovp wiby, We wére slaves to Pharaoh in Egy)
but Hashem our God took us out from there with a mighty hand ar

. an outstretched arm. At the beginning of this night, we were s

slaves._to_Pharach, but at midnight, when the Egyptian firstbor
died, the process of redemption began, and the Eqyptians beg:

tion.

' pressuring the Jews to leave. The practices of the Seder reflect t
_dichotomy of this n‘ight, Cormmemorating both exile_and.redem
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Bitter and Sweet Memories

. Rééarding?:he mitzvah of recounting the Exodus on Seder night, the - -

Mishnah'? states:
‘mawa porom mMa Pennn —
positive.”
¢ According to the Ohr Hachaim,

verse that serves as the source for the mitzvah of recounting the story: nmim
15 We should
note that the two verbs that feature in this verse have very different conno-
tations. 10 denofes a harsh message, whereasmrnx represents a milder and
16 Here too, the Seder begins with

i sy ova 1135 — and you shall tell your son that day, saying etc.

more pleasant form of communication.

We begin with the negative and end with the

1 this idea is actually contained within the

N
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outcome.
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Why is it necessary to recall all those unpleasant things? Why not just

focus on the positive?
s \The reason we

need to begin with the negative is that without any sense

PoUTY Doyp nw pPhroun oMb L7own

R

of the negative that came first, we may well understand intellectually that we

1 N R . .
+~ dre now free, but we would not appreciate it emotionally. It is part of human

nature that appreciation is a function of contrasts. A person whois in a room

fakial~

f-Bal~1 0]

here the temperature is pleasant will not appreciate it unless he has just

core in either from the stifling heat or the freezing cold. We thus need-to

put ourselves back into conditions as they were in Egypt so that we will not
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only understand that we are free, but also appreciate and feel it fully.
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REFLECTIONS OF THE RAV = A. Rpsdi: (Qf y

this condition as follows: “The life you face shall be precarious;
you shall be in terror, night and day, with no assurance of sur-
vival” 4 (Deut. 28:66). ’

‘W During the Seder, the practice of “leaning,” hesebah, in the
performance of various rituals is intended‘ to demonstrate c.)u{
liberation from slavery and the disabilities it entails. Leaning
conmotes a state of complete relaxation, a relief from all tension
or anxiety—casting off the yoke. Leaning is the antithesis of
standing at attention: ‘it denotes independence and fearlessness.
We thus demonstrate a_change of status, from fear-ridden
slavery to ilre relaxed state of the free man—me’avdut leherut.

2. Mitzvor Aseh Shehazeman Geraman. A slave is relieved
of the requirement to observe time-related mitzvot because he
lacks time consciousness. Everything organic or inorganic exists
within the dimension of time. There is an inexorable cycle of
birth, life, and death, the attrition of change wpich is most

- clearly discernible in the organic world. The ebb and flow
of time also take their toll of the inorganic world, continually
 transforming and reshaping. ‘The only _cteatyre that can ex-
perience time, that feels its passage and senses its movement,
is.man. This is called time-awareness. !

here are three dimepsions.of time, each of which is part
of the time-experience. These are retrospection, anticipation, and
appreciation. Retrospection - refers _to man’s ability to re-ex-_
perience ‘the past, to feel deeply that which is only a memory,
to transport an event of the distant past into a “creative living
experience”” of the present. Anticipation is man’s projection of
visions and aspirations into the future. Indeed, his present lif:e
i§_regulated in_expectation of the fulfillment of these dreams.
His present is shaped by his vision of the future. Appreciation

‘ embraces the present as a precious possession, as inhgrer;tly
worthy. . . L
)ﬂ If there is mo retrospection, there can be nprmztzvah‘\ of
. . ;. o#" .
sippur yetzi'at Mitzrayim. The Seder itself is a“rEcreation _g.rn_d" a

. - .

reliving of the past as a present reality. We recite “In every
generation, each person should feel that he personally expérienced.
the Exodus from Egypt.” History becomes part of our présent
time-awareness. Memory is more than a storehouse; it can'become
-a present-day experience, a part of the “I” awareness. Rabbi
Akiba is not a figure of the past; he guide$ us tn the present,
as do Maimonides and Rashi. They are daily companions and
they vivify our everyday lives. Tragically, many Jews nowadays,
ignorant of their past, find themselves rootless, alienated, and
adrift. They are Jews who'live only in the present.

In_anticipation, man moves from reminiscing to expectation,_
from_memories to visions, To live fulfillingly in time. requires
both a worthy past and .a_promising future. Time-awareness
is -not, only for dreaming. This, in turn, suggests that we have
the freedom to make decisions and the moral commitment to
intervene. We_derive from retrospection the moral imperative
to_act now in order to realize our visions for the future. The
Haggadah_opens with Avadim Hayinu (retrospection) “and it
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-concludes with Nisfmat Kol Hai, which'is an anticipatory vision .
. of the future, moving from hindsight to foresight. ’
The third time-awareness dimension is “appreciation”, which
_means valuing the present and prizing each moment as a
precious gift. - Retrospection and’ anticipation are sjgnjﬁgam)

only insofar as they transform the present. In every f;éction
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Chametz is dough that is formed into a certain shape that ‘

then rises and changes its shape. Charnetz symbolizes a per-

~ son who has his own desires, who wants to form his life into

a particular “shape” Matzah remains exactly the way it was

made; it is flattened and remains flat, it is dotted with holes

and retains the same holes. It remains the size it was made.

x Matzah szmbolizes a person who lets Hashem lead his life the
way He wishes; he adjusts to the “shape”’ Hashem determines

for him and is happy with it.

"“4?

Mitzrayim was “all chametz. The Egyptians sought com-

plete control over their lives. They checked astrological signs -

for omens of the future and tried to change the future to

" suit their wishes. When they predicted that the Jews’ sav-

3%

e
o~ Eating matzakh frees us from this enslavement to our ex-

pectations. We internalize the matzal's message: “Ribono shel

Olam, however you knead me, however you make me—1 am ¥

~happy” We might compare the blessing of “Al dchilas matzah”
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Malchus is a difficult cor?tzzpt to define, It too {5 &

" composite of all the proceeding feelings,_it_is_an empty vessel

[

that receives the gift from al! the other six feelings. Malchus 15
associated with revelation._it_receives the other_feelings_and

_reveals them.

e
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o~ For man, the_goncept of a vessel connotes the ultimate ; . o
" Jegree of humility, emptying oneself fully in order to receive. JT X onew  nIXant  ,n7ap
According to_ Elijah, the place of Malchus is_the mouth. The , 'ﬂ‘?"ﬂﬂﬂ 197 ,mnk Ty DR Pewint
mouth reveals the thoughts of man and the observant Jew uses his Kanw anw an® mRIne o
{

. " ¢
mouth_to recite Shmakh Yisrael and thus accept upon himself The N30 RO XDIA NRT DMIRAD DRING
ypﬁgﬁwLm\&;L;;,;ulg." The obligations upon the Jew  are ‘\pm’vaww SRTw A Toh antyow

SDNaMY_nnTag X

absolute. When | use my mouth to recite the Shmah prayer, | am

to totallyhiumble myself. ideally | should desire and commit to
fulfilling whatever demands God may ask of me. '

. 2 nx o NTwa oo 185 .n
Malchus \iterally means kingship. The ideal Jewish king TR TR Danwa o
is an individual who personifies nullification.of self. He feels that

he is merely .a.vehicle for the revelation _of God s kingship. God's kingship. He i

turns his authority over to Heaven, feeling, “Whatever | m mEY BN SNTONY TR 35m=
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King David_ felt that he was a mere reflection p e ve————————
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7sihie;;;r;erd of the Jewish people and he embodied this concept, that
is why he said of himseif, “Vianochi tolaas vilo jsh” "1 am a
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