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“My Light on Rosh Hashanah” — o
From the beginning of the month of Elul, we add Tehillim Chapter
27 to our prayers in the morning and evening, which begins, *nx 11 ,1b
wwn — Hashem is my light and my salvation.
According to the Midrash, the two terms “light” and “salvation” refer
__to two specific days:*
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s — My light on Rosh Hashanah, and my salvation on Yom
Kippur.

These words are quite remarkable. Let us consider: if we were
asked to choose one word that sums up the essence of the day of Rosh
Hashanah, what would we answer? Probably, we would choose a word

" such as “kingship,” “judgment,” or “remembrance” All of these are wor-
thy and valid answers, which perhaps indicate that the question itself ~
is unfair. What is almost certainly true is that we would not choose
the word “light” as one that defines and encapsulates the day, yet the
Midrash does exactly that!

’,:;' Why is Rosh Hashanah called a “day of light?”
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Accordingly, since the sixth day of creation on which n g2 wm 00T IR 2 0':31»_?;1 7? 57)?‘*1—’? :P “\i ”,., w
Adam HaRishon was created was Rosh HaShanah, HKB”H was NI DRI WYY PR
compelled, as it were, to perform the mitzvah of blowing shofar. MY DN NN ONY NYYTPN TN 1N NIND NN WN NN
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Hashem, however, has created the satan, whose duty it is WA DY) 1Y TIRY NURD DPD PI0Y YYD n9nN DY M 1

to try to make a Jew forget his true purpose in this world and URY DY HY MR (MWD

/lose sight of the correct priorities. Instead of concentrating on ) (2

\, spiritual achievement, the satan persuades him to focus more { This picture, however, is an illusion. Olom HaZeh may

\_on material gains and to aim for wealth, luxury, anéplgysicalf seem real and worthwhile but, in fact, everything it offers 3;
indulgence. These temporal pleasures are presented as being deceptive. The true value of life does, not consist of earthly
creditable pursuits. Olom HaZeh is projected so attractively assets; on the contrary, as our Sages wrxte(Pzrke;za;os ch 4;’
that he beeins to believe that doss heist gelebt, that is what life ‘ ' they

those who chase after them will never be ha
" : . th ppy and the
is all about; Olom HaBo is pushed into the background. ~ will “remove a man from the world”. They may appear t(;b}e’

profitable but in truth, it is a fantasy fabricated by the satan to
deflect a Jew from his real assignment. -
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# The story is told of an ignorant villager who heard that in DTN .0%IPN TVIN NR PRAY MIWERN NPNNN NN NIV DA5NI
the big city there is something called a cinema where one can f

i : ; el R (,-\m NRIPY TINN .03 1 von) "R AMM MNH 73 097 NN — NRIPY N
see all sorts of spectacular events taking place. He therefore )y, nnpy arn pwn Y wINND DR IR WNNY INTVERI VW M0
saved up to buy a ticket and was ushered into a dark room
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‘was so_dark! Impulsively, he stood up and switched on the 020 nawn
nearest light and, wonder of wonders, the whole picture faded S I
away. Everyone present shouted at him, “Fool, put out the MYTe AR INR? - 2P0-IN-TRYR

~ light! Don’t you know that the whole spectacle only appears
x when it is dark. The licht makes everything vanish” (Rav L PR D-1N-TAYA JPD-INFTAYRI NP — NN IRIPIN — AN DR

Chasman). 05 1 DaT) NINN MR 2 .09Wa RY DN N RY IMNd TYN

R osh HaShonah, > m, i that light that causes the imag- TnpRa TN ANR NYAY TR WRA TNN 1210 WPIR 91 DY YAvn”
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> Day of Judgment, when every Jew stops to contemplate his ) JIRM N 22T N — MY NY Y1 D N2 HI DIPM PINDY
\_hfesgxle and becomes introspective — he begins to see things / 5
differently and to question. Has he not overlooked the central "R nna - R7apne PInan oIR
purpose of life — to work towards the acquisition of Olom Sm® NN DTR DRY 70,0992 WY TN MR7X0D X001 0em M
HaBo rather than pursuing the fleeting attractions of Olom DR ‘N1 DPITH DORY ¥ XN AW 10,00 MNNN 12 3 1Y

—HaZeh? Is it not time to concentrate more on studying Torah
“and practicing kindness to others? Rosh HaShonah is >

'.;:JJ——— when one sees things in their true light and the deceptive
olamour of this world fades away.
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A NEW APPROACH TO ROSH HASHANAH & YOM KIPPUR

and their souls flew out of their bodies. Both times they were re-

vived, but the experience was too intense for them, so they begged

Moshe to tell them the remaining commandments instead of hearing
o them directly from Hashem.® What was it that caused the nation
. todie?
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The answer is that they were faced with the absolute truth of
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Hashem’s Presence. They experienced a glimmer of Hashem’s Pres- >

nawne

ence,

and their existence when measured up to this truth could not

continue. When that happened,

the whole world stopped. Nothing
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distracted from the revelation of

Hashem at that time; the sea did
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pot roar and the animals did not make a sound. There was only the
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revelation of Hashem to the J ewish People.®! Atthat point, thg world

was created anew, on a spiritually elevated plane of existerice.
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s¥'these same factors of determination. If we ;

a8

Hashem’s “Memory”

Chazal say that the purpose of Zichronos is “so that Hashem
 will remember us for the good.”® However, we obviously cannot
understand this statement at face value. Hashem is infinite and un-
changing. He is constantly aware of all that has ever happened and
ever will happen — indeed, He is outside of time altogether! Thus,
it cannot be said that Hashem needs to “remember” because it is
not possible that He could forget. Thus, any mention of Hashem’s
memory must be a metaphor. We need to understand what this met-
aphor is referring to.

What does it mean for Hashem to remember something?

Did We Live Up to Our Potential?

The words found in the machzor that we use to describe
Hashem’s memory are “zocher” and “poked.” “Zocher” means that
_Hashem “remembers” everything that we have ever done. “Poked”
refers to Hashem’s actions based on His “memory” of these events.
We see from here that Hashem’s providence in this world is com-

mensurate with our behavior. In plain En-
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gan ask ou‘rselves: “What can I truly take

< credit for? What was not really a test for me? How could I have

glish, this means that Hashem’s actions are

pased on our actions. Hashem acts with us

according to the way we act.%
Accordingly, Zichronos is a description

of the judgement process of Rosh HaSha-

nah, namely, that Hashem is “recalling our
~actions” for judgement to decide whether we lived up to what was /
% expected of us in every given opportunity — in other words, wheth- \
'=gr gur actions live up to our potential, or not. £

19 Everything Is Considered

The judgement of Zichronos includes all factors: our thought
processes, our intentions, and mitigating factors such as our upbring-
ing, the negative character traits that we
were bern with, and other external pressures
that we were dealing with at the time. We are
being judged for what we did, what we tried
4¢to do, and what we could have done. Every
. element and nuance of our actions is consid-
ered when determining our judgement.

Only Hashem’s “Memory”

Accordingly, the judgement we face cannot simply be a mathe-
matical equation of our mitzvos versus our sins. Although our pre-
vious actions do define our status, it is only Hashem’s “memory” —
His insight into all of the factors we faced when we did the actions
— that can comprehend and discern exactly who we are and how we
have built ourselves. Only Hashem can determine how much effort

L, e really applied, and what we were up against. He looks beyond
the actions and into the person himself.

This concept is the foundation of Zichronos.
300
Our Accountability

However, Zichronos is not merely an expression for Hashem’s
determination in judgement or the perfection of His actions towards
us. It is also about coming to terms with our
Qwn_accountability for our actions using

How could |

do our best to apply Hashem’s scrutiny to
ourselves (to the best of our abilities), we

have pushed

pushed myself harder? What achievements am I really standing with

\before Hashem on Rosh HaShanah?” We have to hold ourselves
¥ accountable for our actions on the level that we are really at. Would
we be so proud of our rigorous learning schedule if we considered
how much time we wasted and what we could have achieved in that
time? Are we really happy to stand before Hashem with our kind
 deeds knowing that deep down they were not done with the right

intentions? If we are truly honest with ourselves, we might be in for
some surprises.

“Eor He Has Come”

The verse in Tehillim, describing the ultimate Day of Judge-

_ ment, says, ... VNI UBWY X2 73 K3 73 ‘71 7197, “Before

Hashem, for He has come, for He has come to judge the world. . 25

Rav Shlomo Wolbe asked: Why are the words “for He has

come” in the verse above repeated? He answered that the second

part of the phrase, “He has come to judge the world,” is explaining
the result of the first phrase, “He has come.”

~t
A\
s

The judgement begins immediatély upon Hashem’s “coming.”
~ When is the world judged? When Hashem is “here.” It is Hashem’s
) presence alone that is the judgement. Like a stain on the backdrop () ‘
__of a perfectly white garment, anything that is contrasted to Hashenmy’

is immediately highlighted. o '

Fora practical metaphor, imagine a simple couple who live in

a small town. She says Tehillim all day, he learns Pirkei Avos, and
they always try to do chessed. They are the most religious people
around, and they think that they are the greatest tzaddikim simply
because they have no one to compare themselves to. However, when
a Gadol hador arrives in their town and asks to stay at their home,
they are provided with a real example of righteousness. They are
quickly disabused of their inflated sense of
self-worth. In his presence they realize how
little they have compared to him.
=&® This is what occurs on the Day of
Judgement when Hashem “has come.” We
are quickly disabused of the notion that we
are righteous when we stand before Him.
None of the explanations or excuses that we were fooling ourselves
with apply in His presence. When we recognize that He is present,
we are forced to truly evaluate ourselves. Once we have finally done
so, we are capable of determining where we need change, and the




work of correcting our issues can finally begin. This is the core of
s the judgement — facing Hashem and seeing ourselves for who we-,
\ really are. This is not in the sense that we should become depressed,
/ but in that we should catch a glimpse of our place in life and how |
\much we have to improve.

o

,»

LEN Introducing a New Life

It is this new life of change that is being heralded by the shofar.
The shofar is sounded to wake us up and herald the start of a new
1ife dedicated to Torah values. By specifical-
ly mentioning the shofar that sounded at the
Giving of the Torah in our prayers, we are
reminded of the time when Hashem’s pres-
ence was felt in an unprecedented way, caus-
mg the Jewish People to sense their insignif-
"icance in comparison. The shofar, for us too, should encourage us
to clarify what our weaknesses are and provide us with resolve to

\_ work on them and close the gap between us and perfection.

Just like the shofar heralded a new life of Torah for the Jewish
People, so too, it should herald a new life of Torah and mitzvos for us.

Summary

2 One’s whole life can be a mirage of good deeds and righteous-
ness until he is forced to face reality and discover that in truth, he is
sorely lacking. The shofar that sounded at Sinai as the Jewish People
were experiencing Hashem in an unprecedented way signified when -
the Jewish People faced the ultimate reality and found it impossible
to continue to live on their current level. Their glimpse at perfection

~¥caused them to see themselves for who they really were. The same
shofar also symbolized the beginning of a new reality within cre-
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250 Moadei Hashanah — Malchuyos, Zichronos and Shofaros

}\‘ On_Rosh Hashanah, the day of the world’s hreation, we
grant expression to Hashem'’s Kingship over the world. On this
day, expression is given to how Hashem rules in our world and

is involved at every step with what takes place here.

~\ Also Hashem'’s Malchus is all-encompassing. When we say
that Hashem is our King, it means that just as the body’s blood
circulation comes from the heart, so the whole s shape of a Jew's
life is formed only around Hashem..

So it is with the teshuvah of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, which is
a matter of kabbalas ohl Malchus Shamm/zm This teshuvah is not
expressed by praying more or having less bitul Torah. That is
not Malchus._
xSo what is Malchus?

It is a total program that encompasses one’s entire way of
life. (This is illustrated by the metaphor of tourists visiting a
foreign country. Everything about them gives them away: what
they eat, how they talk, the clothes they wear, etc. It is obvious
that they come from a different “Malchus.”) This is the content
of Rosh Hashanah. It is not about changing certain details, but

& about a totally different form of life.
Kingship expresses itself throughout the country. Among

Am Yisrael, Jews can be seen to conduct themselves according to
the ways of Malchus Shamayim in all areas of life: in their food,
__in_their dress, when they lie down and when they rise up. For
this reason, every kingdom has jts own language, which brings

the people together and unifies them. Malchus takes up all of
man’s being.

Furthermore, as we know, there is a special place called “the
king's palace.” In this place people speak differently, dress dif-
ferently and conduct themselves differently.

\‘)
o) = .

S i B
Let’s say a person sees a screaming headhne in the news-
paper about a great fire that broke out in his city, and people
were jumping out of the windows to save themselves, etc. Natu-
rally he takes interest in this headline. But if he immigrated to
a distant country, and after many years go by, he pays a visit
to his former city, and he sees such a headline, he is not as
/ taken by it. Why? Because he no longer lives there. This is what 4
Y ) Malchus is about: what country do you live in? If you live your/
L life focused on the King, you see things differently. /
~J Accepting the yoke of Hashem's Malchus on Rosh Hashanah
means that Hashem is the King, and the eye of the ben Torah
does not see anything besides Him. A ben Torah lives his life
with HaKadosh Baruch Hu!

h Tl 2. %
79 Lo haNe
Home Truth

Most people act very differently when they are guests in someone
'\Ie]qe’s home than they do in their own home. They are still the same

people, but they simply have a sense of what behavior is appropriate

when in their own home, as opposed to someone else’s. If someone

should temporarily forget that he is in someone else’s home and believe
that it is his own, everything he would proceed to do would be “wrong,”
Jbut all of it would ultimately be a symptom of flawed vision with regard

nn 7YY XN
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to his surroundings.
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. Throughout the year, our egos have us believe that we are the center

ir"
\

~ of the universe, that we “own the house.” Many of our negative actions

are simply the natural product of this vision. Even some of our mitzvos
may have the quality of hosting Hashem as our Guest, so to speak. Rosh
Hashanah thus sets as its goal the reparation and restoration of our

’i( vision. The Machzor guldes us through a two-day journey of liberation

Malchuyos — k1ngsh1p, reminding ourselves Whose world it really is.
We express our hopes for the way the world should really look — a
world run in accordance with fulfilling Hashem'’s will.

There is no better way to spend these first two days than preparing
for teshuvah by “turning on the e lights.” With Hashem as our light on
Rosh Haéhanah we have lmtlated the process that can then culminate
in ten days’ time with Him as our salvation on Yom Kippur.
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