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One kid, one kid — that my father bought for two Zuzim.
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Onp . one kid Along came an 0x and drank the water that extinguished the fire that

Along came a cat and ate the kid — that my father bought for two

zZuzim.

One kid, one kid.
Along came a dog and bit the cat that ate the kid — that my father

bought for two zuzim.

One kid, one kid.
Along came a stick and hit the dog that bit the cat that ate the kid —

that my father bought for two zuzim.

that ate the kid — that my father bought for two zuzim.

One kid, one kid.
Along came water and extinguished the fire that burnt the stick that
hit the dog that bit the cat that ate the kid — that my father bought

for two zuzim.

One kid, one kid.
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One kid, one kid.
Along came a five and burnt the stick that hit the dog that bit the cat

burnt the stick that hit the dog that bit the cat that ate the kid — that
my father bought for two zuzim.
One kid, one kid.
Along came the slaughterer and slaughtered the ox that drank the
water that extinguished the fire that burnt the stick that hit the dog
that bit the cat that ate the kid — that my father bought for two zuzim.
One kid, one kid.
Along came the angel of death and killed the slaughterer who
slaughtered the ox that drank the water that extinguished the fire that
burnt the stick that hit the dog that bit the cat that ate the kid — that
my father bought for two zuzim.
One kid, one kid.
Then came the Holy One, Blessed is He and killed the angel of death
who killed the slaughterer who slaughtered the ox that drank the
water that extinguished the fire that burnt the stick that hit the dog
that bit the cat that ate the kid — that my father bought for two zuzim.
One kid, one kid.
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In remembrance of the Templl we do as Hillel did
in Temple times: He would combine (the pesach-
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[315] The Novominsk Haggadah
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This plyut is an enigma: Much has been said to explain these AT I T e R 7 R

cryptic words, all al pi remez. The end of the Seder represents the . 7 RNW 933P0 AT R wITha
End of Time, days about which Daniel says (Daniel 12:9): opnu » <Fe-
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and sealed until the time of the End. We do not know how past and . Han 1};7: JewYab 370 RIMWY HoRY RID RN MR AN ,KN290 10
present events will lead to the final end, the revelation of the glory of Tpnn 173 NN iy Pom
Hashem’s Kingship. One thing is clear, though. Throughout history,

¥ great powers rise, have their hour of fame, and disappear. Some NYWM P WM ANYNN IR INPY 1 - RIDDH N RN RANY

last for decades, others a few centuries, but all come to an end. Ypma MW P T - "-mn N THW Hpn" u-mg: 1w WD Ypnk

Mighty empires seem invincible, only to falter and collapse, disap-
pearing into eblivion. That is what happened to the Egyptians, the

Babylonians, the Greeks, and the Romans. No empire can outlive 199N TIX N NPYY RINWNN IR - RKIOWNY I RN RN~
its designated time.
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. And that is_the message of this piyut. We don’t know how or
[ when the galus will end, but this much we do know: There will come
a day when the Ribbono Shel Olam will finally eliminate all evil in
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Baruch Hu will come and slay the Malach HaMaves. May we be zo-
cheh bim’heirah b'yameinul .
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N2 71 — One kid

Many commentators explain the song of x*11 1 as a description of our
history — beginning with our forefathers and culminating in the final re-
demption. Our interpretation is based on the commentary Yad Mitrzayim.
For other similar interpretations see commentaries of the Vilna Gaon, Maas-
eh Nissim, and Leil Shimurim on the Haggadah.

X2 — One kid: This refers to the Jewish People, who are described in
the writings of the prophets as “Hashem’s flock.”* The song stresses “one o
kid,” reflecting the verse which states “And who is like Your People, Israel,
one nation in the world.”**

The Jewish People are referred to as a young goat specifically, for the Talmud -

2states that a goat is an especially willful animal, as are the Jewish People. This trait }
is responsible for some of our greatest triumphs, as well as our worst disasters.

We maintain our optimum connection with Hashem via the offerings in the
Temple, to which each person contributes a half-shekel annually. A shekel equals
four zuz. Thus we say that Hashem acquires us with two zuz — the half a shekel
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xmw xnxy — Along came a cat: This refers to the contention between Yosef and

his brothers, represented by the jealousy of a cat, which resulted in Yosef being sold

s

as a slave to Egypt. This threatened to swallow up the future of the Jewish People.

to sink his teeth into the Jewish People.

®293 Rnx1 — Along came a dog: This refers to Pharaoh, who savagely sought

xon xnxy — Along came a stick: This refers to the staff of Moshe,

quent redemption from Egypt.

represents the retribution that Hashem brought upon Pharaoh, and the subse-

xm xnx1 — Along came a fire: This refers to our first national sin, the gold-
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which

we had attained upon leaving Egypt.

fire of the golden calf.

en calf, which was produced through fire. This threatened to “burn the stick”
of the Exodus and undermine our status of Hashem’s chosen People,

xmn xnx — Along came an ox: This refer to Yeravam, the first king of the

VY 90 DR 0BYS 1R 9 wwin
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which

xm xnx1 —dlong came water: This refers to the prayers of Moshe on behalf
of his People, where he poured out of his heart like water,*** and quenched the
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the water” of Moshe’s prayer and reawakened the calafn;;;r of the ;gc;ld(;n_c—alg,

the first Temple and the exile of the Jewish People into Bavel.
vmwn Xnx1 — Along came the slaughterer: This refers to the Men of the

northern kingdom of Israel, who set upon two golden calves.* This “consumed

Great Assembly, the Sanhedrin, that presided over the return of the Jewish
People from Bavel and the building of the second Temple. The Talmud?®* tells
us that they prayed for the Evil Inclination towards idol worship to be de-
stroyed and were indeed successful in “slaughtering” it.

nn X5 xnxy — Along came the angel of death: This refers to the sin of nxw |

0N — baseless hatred, which is the cause of the destruction of the second Tem-
Hle, the calamitous exile that ensued and that continues until our time. 2

X T2 wripn Xk — Then came the Holy One, Blessed is He: This refers to the
time that we look forward to, when Hashem will redeem us from this exile,
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precipitating widespread idol worship, which culminated in the destruction of 555 5w YPNan XN D8N NN PIY WMWY Y0 WNInnY 10D 1N nonnna
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take us back to our Land and restore us to our former glory — and beyond!
May it happen speedily in our days!
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other gods. Then I took your father Avraham from
beyond the river and I led him through all the land
of Canaan. | multiplied his offspring and gave him

/ Yitzchak. To Yitzchak [ gave Yaakov and Eisav; to-

., Eisav I gave Mount Seir to inherit, but Yaakov and
his children went down to Mitzrayim.”!

» Blessed is He Who keeps His pledge to Israel;
Blessed is He! For the Holy One, Blessed is He,
calculated the end of the bondage in order to do
as He said to our father Avraham at the Covenant
between the Parts, as it is stated: He said to Avram,
“Know with certainty that your offspring will be
aliens in a land not their own, they will serve them,
and they will oppress them four hundred years; but
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««3M%) 1nniand rPayw xum — It was that promise, ngch stood by our a3
forefathers and us. The promise to preserve Bnei Yisrael as a nation, and “God is the maestro who brings together conflicting, seemingly
eventually to redeem us, is referred téin the Torah, and is repeated many destructive forces into a harmonious, meanmglul HIStorical patterT—
times in the Neviim, and it continues for all times until bi'as HaMashiach. " The apparent chaos is a mirage, the unseen Divine order is reality, "
The parting message of the long Seder night is that there is “seder”
««3 10192% 1y D1ty 19Ty 17 H23w KoK anibab by my 1aba R Kby to_the confusing, chaotic and overwhelming life and events around
o7 1Y) KIT P2 Witpm — For not only one has risen against us to us. Reb Avraham Mordechai of Gur taught that a person may look at
annihilate us, but in every generation they rise against us to annihilate us. the saga of our people’s history and conclude that it's all a series of
But HaKadosh Baruch Hu, rescues us from their hand. Throughout the random events, if that. There came a cat, a dog, a stick, a fire; all

unrelated, even absurd occurrences. However, ultimately Moshiach
will come and reveal how the entire sequence of history’s events was
;areﬁxuuontrou,qg_._gmggdmgng_QQntgqr_c;(_i by God. Yes, there is a

ages we have repeatedly been in danger of annihilation, but this promise
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu would preserve us as a nation has prevailed each
time our destruction was sought. The survival of the Jewish people in

seder.
. Mitzrayim, and our survival up to this very day — in spite of whatever may e
happen — is due only to the constant vigilance of HaKadosh Baruch Hu,
Who will not allow us to cease to exist as His nation.
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37 DARKNESS TO DESTINY
33 ' . : NN MDA (0 3 ey SIS Y3 SN TN Y808 59 B T s Sy
. ' TTPYD PN U PR '3 NN S DN s 7 ) I NE NS 1Ny
my from the beginning until the end. Yet, even the beginning is not (2. ey JNSW WD 77330 1E'NSN P Db ™D B 07 1 o Mows
complete without a prologue. If the story opens with the Jewish People al- "M ™02 ¢35 rwaury NI 271 NIN ¢ 3 ovaze) “BSTON 15 BN Dua” (SR N Y
ready in Egypt, we will need an introduction as to how they got there in the  [93I091 “PMISONS DY NN 3™ FAYEAS DS a3 593 M N N30 b W g
first place. P2 030 PP (1 e 353 bY NS wan ovwes M mbs Jimae ponn px;?
The events that precipitated the arrival of Yaakov’s family in Egypt were Sy yn WER W PR (3 o v0 vwmw) DINSW W33 YR 1 /NN NS5 wrpian
those surrounding Yosef and his brothers. The original point of contention * may ynoks 3w s 598 1t ‘' N2535 mIm MamnA N e S ARees wwea

that led to Yosef being sold to Egypt is represented by the spec1a1 coat Yaakov PY PN Sy mvann nS 17PN S8 @ mow M3 TR Y AMenN 5y ysn
made for him. The coat is referred to by the Torah as o'on nna.¢

2} What does the word pasim mean? Rashi explains that it is a reference to
high-quality wool, and in order to corroborate this interpretation, Rashi
quotes the words n%am oo5 from the verse in the book of Esther.

3 ) T 13 50 D33 YID S 1P T0SON T SY TN AN INANS NN
PN R R 5}) 235 13RS R AN 1N (7 oo 370 pey AW W ‘NN
DTN WA N O ¢ onoss) 2NSW WED OVIN M AR SN Ny pom osb

It turns out that when we eat karpas prior to telling the story of the Exo- R D TV MY o v AN 193 D 7 v b véya P o
dus, it is as a way of remembering the story of Yosef and the brothers, We n73pd mzbn Momn Spmer msb nwes ma M A M3 55 @ 1o mwrn)
take a vegetable, we call it karpas, and we dip it in salt water as a remem- +(T 0 R 3 o) IR N A3 B30 5 Mo 3 pea v
brance to the coat of Yosef that was dipped in blood after he was sold to
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central theme is _that God 1 No story ends
without God. God must, whether we like it or not, want it or not,
recognize it or not, enter into every story of our individual as well as
collective life, God is the Master of all fate who conducts the affairs
of the world in His fashion, and His fashion does not always conform
{o the fashion we design or prefer, so that occasionally the world
appears chaotic, unfair, inexplicable, in disarray. We tend to forget
or ignore the fact that actions have their consequences and that
there is no deed which, in the end, does not lead up to God. Every
deed, even one as “simple” and “ordinary” as buying a goat (car!
home!) in the market place, is part of a chain. Somewhere that
chain will lead to God, and then all those tnvolved in the chain that
may even drag for thousands of years (galut!) must answer before
His throne of justice.®

."I‘here {s yet another approach which views the goat as the man'’s
soul which descends (“sold by the Father”) to this earthly existence

and suffers through the trials and tribulations of life as it moves
(zuz-zazin) about in this world. Each stanza of the song symbolizes
another phase and stage of life as we know it. As life progresses and
years pass Dy, man is reminded Chad Gadyah; Chad Gadyah—
“Unique soul! Unique soull” What have you accomplished on this
ﬁ‘&w".ﬂ%ﬁ? What are you doing here? But man procrastinates, thinking
“Nthat there will always be a later, when he will tend to the spirit and
soul. Later however, never comes. Finally, man is warned that in

due time the soul will hiave to returfyto its source and give reckoning
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for its deeds. Ultimately, one must answer to a higher Sourcel?

— Loy “Trgeeed-
— »-.m_‘_l\ﬂ_/ Pesach is the occasion of new creation
of the Jewish people. What can we learn from this observation?
The spiritual forces operating at Pesach time each year are
such that the Jewish people and in fact any individual Jew can
achieve the impossible if these forces are used. An attempt fa_
leap up, to reach a whole new level of sensitivity, of personality
development, can have a degree of success if undertaken on
Pesach which may be far more difficult at any other time.

" There is a special Divine assistance offered at this time
which makes achievement of many levels of growth possible in
one leap; under normal circumstances such levels must be
painstakingly acquired in gradual sequence. The very word
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“Pesach” means “leaping over”; at ‘:a,__deeger_lavel_ihe?
connotation is that of leaping over levels df growth which would §
ordinarily have to be attained one ata time. ___
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