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Bach (Orach Chaim 670) writes that the kohanim were lax in
their performance of the avodah in the Beis HaMikdash; measure

This concept is, in essence, the message of Chanukah. The
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for measure, the Greeks issued an edict that forbade the avodah:
o\ffering sacrifices and lighting the Menorah. Moreover, they
defiled all the oil that was to be used for the Menorah. Only after
the Chashmona’im showed that they were willing to sacrifice their
~ liyes for the sake of reclaiming the avodah in the Beis HaMikdash
~ did they merit Heavenly assistance in this area. A handful of koha-
nim defeated a mighty army; they were able to re-enter the Beis
HaMikdash, where they found a single intact flask of oil; and a
day’s worth of oil burned miraculously for eight days. Therefore,

o2 — MIPR RTIAY DD YW XIW R YR nawnm nibvannn @
-PP¥° 13 TPUW WNN2 1Dwsn DR TIRY TIE 7% MR nbuen

YIPNRN AN N> — $3010 5Y MR — MPN “f

771 120 97 WA XP1T NPRD A9ME TR (WA NONR MRS
2572 17 RY 1R A nnobn nRY DR 373pn 0aP MR XY Y1In 97R Lphe
795033 7373 7Y 7ORYHA DX ML o Y5 Mmd

SIPATA 13V NORYD DY Anvn RS &9 mpea jbw Panb wby 2
IIMY° %y JovaY *10 INTav1 [Dwan na? NoTE NI RSYRE REH
DIV A7 M 19WBA IR NI A7apn nx 19% .0p2m o




u Rew \olbe

At least once over the
course of Chanukah,
when we want to sit

. ~
It is the person who, : Pro Uee 1
in honor of Chanukah, AR TN WY ANADY WK DNT W3 (M0N0 MOYR W) AR
w. AW ... AV BB F022 AT AR D kX)) .-rn::y:: 1'7mn-xw by

learns with vigor during : .
n i
& 8 WY WA EIRwh U5 001 TIRY . IR DRI .. Tpnn Yuab

back and relax becau, it his set time for Torah ' 2R ATEY Yd eI ORI M amn P37 PR mna
is Chanukah i study, or davens a tefillah . ‘7 nmavbw (Pop .wIPRIR ‘R AMAYA DIOR MYWINA AR 0% A0
anukah, we should with extra concentration, T P7 MDA PR TWRIT APYaLR 111330 59 mamnm meY T8

instead stand up and S TE) % /7 nmay 7wea? npon ATn3 1277 awnn ,MPNA KR
Gipan TP [TEY TIX 9039 IR Pa 15 Iown 03 aDn T avn

1PN 2103

. who has lit the true
accomplish — because it flame of Chanukah.”
is Chanukah.””

00D Y R oYW L,aTava Yy owsl TonY 12wna 1MnwiY k
— o S MoTANT M9SY PR DRDM DT @0 LA73) “n hPaa pmava ctaw

aLil B RCINE - PPN nwna 197 ,A7WR 7R M70aNm (I3 %Y M33NR 10n nyann A
\"Jﬂ a2 4 nn mMToR3 DATHRY DX VLU DAYY 7Y TIINM WY 13 PR _ORuA?
— orwmE I e MR ROAW (P90 .ANon 2Y ATayi nawn jye? nnY ,wnn wol
Ypn nwao) "Jwan own_nnm ~ RoAA PPh 9Py 197 WP YT DIADR YR bRuR TR TS oY

'!_J,’:_l?_:_l_w__r_ti'gj_r_’_. (1177 oy1 A1 "IN mw 0300 T Yy now

IR 1P _IPHRYRIY? 13 11onny

"ITIPI VYWY KM DN DM $20N DY 93NNY MY DI DYIY H72PN 3

TROYNIY 1" W T IMRpT ovp Yy MnY owsl 1WA WX NNN MM 1D 03 031 AWVl 19 %7 e
AYITA1 INIAMD Pna 0 IR OENRY 72300 DR TWROW RN NK o’ (RIR T TUBN) “Tavn
R noun v YW oonnna 19°BRw ow *b3 D0M MY AW WDRN WA DR A73pn ohwn van 9y
991,252 oY mpnn 2189 onan ryaw o3

AYPTN P01 PR PTINR TIYRY O oTp Yy mnY owHl TIOAW PO ,ADNAR 013 MREA oM 137
( FYR 00PN MDY MRPa nwn oywinw 1Al 1KY 1Y -m:v-;)

mn"w: WIPHIW aTavia nR D”?") "5 MR 01 DAY DWW

9209 AT1IIpa MYWIND AR PRo)

Tom on Y g0 oaounY vvam) pbon q
N7 (ma1 mays My o Mo W [apY Wwyiw myan v: ,nm’ *ban nbynn DR O°Yapn PR PRTA .TAYA
DYy 1UWNR_marnv XN 1N [nouY IR MYY TI3w 0% WIS 21T 2803 YRIW° 0Ya Mpvp 12y
nmba oMo YR 9w ) YRRBM MYINWRR DR WIZD DWW LR IWRD YIR JMNA? KA 71397
AN NPINIA IN0M_ TUIN YR »nj\‘ 7232 YO N mInm M nIex [ X %% mbynn nx yon?
n’n‘ny: nn‘my anenw ,PJ.'?.,APJJ MbYn HRIW° DYA AYIVIN NI Jwsn N7Ia Y 03 P mavhwb ,vu-;s
WY o .l;;"”""ﬁ':‘: nIpa n’xnmvrn 900 7D — (0T ,wIphit — DWpn? TWp2 vIvd NPT

‘DR mm Ty N 1vnb NIrTa oyav Sy 1anm owsl Tionw vy
113 9"NgX1 Y05 1793 R TRV 19WBT 1132 AYPYINY MW nvn

. =7 R (e
nzynn oMY Ty #n Yy omava nmnna mrnn n‘m:: by YAy
rho53 7753 wINB NUaR TR oY

RYR 312011 M9 1R ,RNP°0Da Y7InRw 1Yo 17o% oihwnnw xunl

Yy RIAYNN 1723 TWRD %Y ’ P P : ; e

D77 19Wn5 "33 YW BT 12 YPwINW "In1Ia TR NYYR1 011 nPow

k3] I 45
PR B TRAITAY RS RS R nnﬁnnmmmbw'? ¥ MW Q98N NP INRY DRNHYNY WIDL 1MV
91 Yaph nmay  Tayy pinnny =

. : o .7b033 7733 R IR BN ‘7 R

9 diakl

DYIN AT MAaninna omny maon SPaWNRE PRy TWE” (DY RNPOD) 2 YV YN YRw fp xR
P2 Danow WK

W NPT NYYR MR DR D70 12 ¥ap L[OWRT 171 3 nya 720w
i NN Y WIpnD NN 19T 1monw Iy MM TRow obnya
NN namon] TR NN nphTing T =

O i b D et WM LEAN 0027 DURNBWYAD 199D DAY o*Imnn mman bk 16
vy [eRewin I i ."m-x 712”7 1NN %2 Y¥197 oxoxInh NR 0v919Y ,oRan MMt omx

'|D D’VJ'IJJ . YY1 NMAPn__Nx
‘I'ID'ILJ'D D’ JN nixndi_ nNuwrnna
,3'7'1 m’n’mwmwrn _myna N‘JJ'I)
Rigal "lel’J ‘T!'IJJJ:} m‘:wwm TJ"”

NOW 1IN 9w INaw_Tmon - 1R P NR_DPNNDY DPINNE BR WK LY RNAY 03I NMR_92ya o0 KYN
WY R YOW RWIN I YD "Ny Yavan nbyny Mymry) ,myyan nipa nnbenl RMwT xnyvob mm
PN KDY PRIND_ pRiy 93 Ny 207393 pYnnRa PR 20 XX SR Y937 p1 omR 03T PR 4
P"n N-, IR M1 1D 0P NR WK A 09921 .0PWPRR Y5 Yy 9230aY ‘1 T Y10 Yapn 1 waw Yy aaanm
Tmm nx_ 7"71'1 R9R qmxy noyn YTV PN R0 D3 IR LDWITRT 1900 002 Y NTATn ROPWT RNYPD W
oy N.? ” IWTANNG o1 Ov 993 2371 1373 orarab QIR DR pPOR KWM L,DAWITPY AINAR M 10 N
PR TNTayY noTT wKan OP nTay Yo DwITpn o nbon Yaph pinnab why amn anpsw Y nbum
oy 'r'z'zvj" n:mw: L DRNNDVAT SWYRI MaNW 7Y DR LAY DI nYYInG ax 1onn

Yy nywra nwn bab Yea ,vavd Yyn o nmavh minn 1eaxnnw
MITPPON3 I PINNI — 9R7 BN VIV — NR DY BN YN OYaw
avh Hun namn XMW KNYTOY 791 IR, ATIAYY yavn by anab

YT P nouna m
JPawTn manonna or 923

nan_.




(

i1

12 NOWAT VY WY NYRw LIP3 YR M1 17°0h oMK (1

X391 ,]ownn Nnpna Bbwin Kow i 13 DI ,1905% nyapoRImYn A

17,2 PRI AVID 1%23 WITHR M7 07T
Lw ey nownnw nywan womba w .7aian us by qom”
PR TR 1P by 85% 905 BR% HORIR ORYAY PR Y

Sxwr spoRa pon asb

PPN RPWT MR T %Y 2nob oab mR M 27 wIIAR AT

' 309w DW WY Y w1 wITha
amRS M vEn apvwyw (ew Bb ,wen Tip by Ba% sand
A2 P B9% PRY BanyTs antha nyw

mon X3 /7 PYn NPRPn YRIW DX TIBRY I IRAW 797 P12 IRIM

(

: 9711, W77 137 TIX°33 “M8H 17 11003 37w Y7Inna 573 P
iR Por sy prRw s e YY mns bxwrh vk
Bab pw i Yavn nx SR 1720w Savn 3m 00 SRW

.Qrbw BYYa 7775 19U IRD W1 93 T MY 927,300

93y AWwYn 27y RIT D7WRR PRIV £7101 13w DIpRRT 11373 XD
LRIV N RIT TWRY ,XpNT WA 1P YY 05% 1205 on? 1R 197
9% 1X2 IV RO NIOTI, YAV ROD DR 12OA XIAY ,0wEn DD

.1172p3 PPN YRIWY PR IMONY
Wpian DR ROV Y20 X°n Anwn IRy 117 MD2RT A WRIEn IR
Toy1 ,0Tpna AW YXI0PD APown nRIwD NR Yuabt namn nx
IRAW 7SR 2PN PR 0% PR” P WM L,nwan YR nX TIvaY
MR P %Y U aTn pipn® 1R 9% ,nmbnn R0 R Ionb

*pY7Ra pon OnY PRW N1 ,NWRD LRI IR TIDAY INYDW DIPE
MAw 5avA Ron TR R0 ArDwR NRWwa? Y oUW ort b
nx TP MIoYn ARTRW) ,[DWRI APOWA AXIDR DX NPRI 10D 1 KIS

. = (e
XWTW 397 RON? DPINRY W3 /ORI 17K pom n7 PR N0 W g

BrTwea oW AR YW ToN6

wr gi i
v SRIMWN N2 1oNN2 W5o5 W DY 1Y 20 1_?93?3 18T

D9 DAy KON SW ¥0Y IR IR IR 8

OWN DR DR

ATy TINAY CWHI TORY RIMWA NP2 2w WM X3 BTN SRS b

9w 1900 WTIND PRIMWA 172 NoNAY 107 TN ,2°NN22 12971 Pt
L -

noun MATY 1pPTI RYY ,ATIOYR Y 0wDl M°DR ND DAYYD on? o

ST 1% ,en2w WHIR AI0R Noa RYR A%’ 13 17 WY navi

Ty, DUD3 DYPOA3 [V NN INEIWD 1903 WINa PRIW°D IR N
STV

neab yim /i

8)(“1 ’:\

nnD MY 2 PYNRY 137 ,DIN M5 YY Wi 11 N A ?-mm" A
1 MM T AT 101 922 oY AT MmN O PIRm  Nrnm N
AW FPITTER YR YW Y ewnnw e mebn i qwim o
rwxa) ™91 YK ApYRA YR 0% PR Wi i YV 1ans 0 N

LTMRX2 0w am

KT M WITRA YR YW BpDi Ny 1y R 2107 1 AT
AnD Dw WATHA TwaY DI WITa NN Y0 Mwi 1P DY Xp1T
MW K11 929] MW 1P YY DRanD 19K S iy 039V K ayn mvd”
WA IMYNI DU PATT WULLONIW PpYRA pY baY PRW [Innvpa
173,939 Ko Imx LW A%y T IR UKW DY 33N 0w Xon Y
(7,29 maw) "9RIW PHYK AU NIMN YW 0MDn 2303 IR T KW
T2 IR PR, ORI pYKa P 0ob PR M

.

73p3 pYn OH? PRY DNYTI 1973 ATaW 23y Ron

™

,RWN % NWID “IPYR AR K737 37w *7BY IR 01370 MR°3N (3

: <5717,y RN WYL IR
135903 PO WD ToRT B DWIIRT 90 YW myeenn N
,11;c9m 23103 NISWY YrIwa (owni mwYn 12 KW ,BWRID
_PPDWR POWAY 1Y MR 2w KD Ah

» s 2 RD "

=

“%35% 925 1170 702102 PRISWI WIpR 2 WY PW ST 19292 IR

by nwn YW BN AReR T Y1 ,%59R RON2 DRY 10D 2V Rui
7api DAY HYINIWSY ,1OWna APV NXIWR B PnnY o DT
MIDWI Wpn 0% W1 YW TPRA TN L%W0 Run Yy DR o
0N
5731 ,RWN 5 WIS 072177 ]2 BIAR 127 V103 1120 1
173 ,1oWna Nrown pRIW Yy 1 apn nimsw H7Y RaR AR N
785103 MNISWT WIpR %7 WYY oYM MWRY
APSWR DRIWE AMAY L%3Yn Xon YW 31957 ]9IN DpRa 10 0 0N
9710 "NV OWR” 1773 ,°T1pD DWID W 0 97w, PRI
=mwn nw ,avn mwyn Yy nvapn anb anmw brwsh miTy o~
.29103 Y
P 1OWsh NOUNI APOWR NRIWR 2°2waw ,]oWwni NOUR UKD o
39,1 "W NWID WM 1312 UTIONW W1, 73V ROA 7Y 71937 oIt
: 0V DX 1972°1 W™ 777
1201 19 WRw (ownY nwn TPRyRw owiemn w4 Sow b
monb DMEINY B0 HRIWY P Rwsw 12 anw &P ,ov 903
1Y DN YIN WD APSY SWNY WhTow nmun 95w
Sayn iy
L RoM Yy 71793 K92 (OWRR NOURI BPOWA NRIWAY DIpD N RYW 1

Javn

APOW DXL pRY YW IMISTY YR 1130w 72 IR3Y AR 10N (3
+9711,975 #HRW* ARI72 YN 13T 0PN, 1OWna
BRI MWK DWIIPI MIR 73 NISTI BRY PR PIWRT W 00 AN
MW 37V FPRNRN INIDT PR 101 YRIW 12 mavhy anw oRTI
7w DR b wos wen”
N2 X Wipna ArOwR DRIWA2 MaRD YW omoT ,1Ma73 IR0
ToRW APA T ATAY TR0 WD PRZ NIV 3 I ankw awvnpi
N7Wwi YR 127pRY Wl
LAy RO 77092 7RIPT INPR (DWH3 Arown DRIV 117 Tnvn

Xon 5y 5% DpIpT PR (DWnR NoNNa ox ,2YY7 X7 12T '1:7:5_

Dyua 2w XN i L rnw Nw1ba 7YY MaTH NURIAAW 10N .'NYH
J2Wna arown iRWAw 137 ,10wnn nonun® pnx? Sw ot IR

[Pwn nRWA? png YW nIor? 199818 ,%avi Xon Yy T0d% appn

O3 I0NW 713,777 ATIAVD ApnIna R pivY bw 1Mot 1w Nplak]

\ bayi Ronn YXW° DR ApTHINR X7 W MO ,T1an a1 YR a2pn

91,9390 Ron Yy 71557 AX3 1 NIST N0 L0NR 0°RYRa XU
RITW priv YW ISt non 1991, A% NNas (5wn3 2w 119wY 7nwn aoe
3 ,13WnT NUNY 157 ,N7WR NTI2YY WD DITOMY T BTIYR Apnaa
nbyn oA phol oxawen arown nRIWR P0a% oM XN Yavn Run
NRIWT TR 15T PR YW MO 7053 e wipn b v’
X neowi

)



THE EssENCE oF CHANUKAH o 117 [1“ L,_P'F

C\

o — SUSSR——

e -

19

1WA AN PSR 0P Non 5983

214051, 0711911 D" A1 X2 il 92V KON N9 A3TT AXMN

In this respect, “Ner mitzvah vTorah ohr — A commandment
is a candle and the Torah is light” (Mishlei 6:23). The mitzvos are
a receptacle for the oil that forms the light disseminated by the To-
rah, which generates a Torah personality and lifestyle. The avodab of
prayer and sacrifice, and the environment of the Mikdash, put the

(various mitzvos into the perspective of a relationship with Hashem)
and encompassed all of life and its components

During the period preceding Chanukah, Jews were weak in this
avodah. Torah observance became mere external compliance to the
commands. The implication of the lifestyle to be created by those
commands, the creation of a nation of holy Kohanim who would
become the actual Mikdash of G-d’s presence, was ignored. Shab-

fb\os was observed but did not impart a lifestyle that strove for the

< spiritual world represented by Shabbos. Rather, those shomrei Shab-
bos spent their six workdays expanding their materialistic goals, and
that’s what formed their life’s ambition and influenced all their deci-
sions and conduct, not the Torah, not Shabbos. They observed the
letter of the law but failed to be imbued with the holiness and purity

«that those laws imply. ‘The Yiddishkeit was dark and external, and the
preciousness of the chosen nation was diminished.

\ ‘This very shallow appreciation of a true Torah lifestyle induced
sqme to be totally influenced by the Greek way of life. If one views -

the Torah only externally, it can't match the beauty and grandeur of
the externals of Greece. Therefore they accepted. it as an alternative
to the drab Jewish existence that left them feeling disillusioned and
unimpressed due to its lack of real content.

For this reason, this period is referred to as galus Yavan, the Greek
exile — even though we were in Eretz Yisrael with a Mikdash, still
we were in exile. We may have been connected to the externals of

(;',( the land and the Temple, biit we were millions of miles away from
their inner spiritual essence. Since the Jews had this weakness, they
were vulnerable to the decrees of Yavan. G-d did not thwart these
decrees so that Klal Yisrael should wake up to their faults and repent

and strengthen themselves.
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On Chanukah we read the end of Parashas Naso, which
describes the korbanos brought by the Nesi'im at the time of the
dedication of the Mishkan. Immediately thereafter, at the beginning
of Parashas Behaaloscha, Hashem commands Aharon regard-
ing the lighting of the Menorah. Rashi (Bamidbar 8:2) questions
the juxtaposition of these two parashiyos, and he explains (citing
Chazal) that Aharon was distraught that neither he nor any member
of his shevet took part in the dedication of the Mishkan. Hashem
censoled Aharon by telling him that his service was greater than the
service offered by the Nesi’'im, for he would prepare and light the
Menorah in the Mishkan.

The Ramban (ibid.) also cites this Chazal, but he explains it in a
different light. The consolation offered to Aharon was not referring
to his lighting the Menorah in the Mishkan. Rather, it referred to the
lighting of the menorah that takes place every year on Chanukah.
In contrast to korbanos (like those offered by the Nesi’im), which
can only be brought when the Beis HaMikdash is standing, the
lighting of the Chanukah menorah is not bound to a specific era.j

400 / RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH 2

This was a consolation for Aharon, since it was his offspring, the

hashmonaim, who were willing to sacrifice their lives for their ide-
als, and it is in their merit that we have the mitzvah of lighting the
Chanukah menorah.
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With these words, we indicate that the reason we may not use the

—BhandahoR, Banstein

lights is because “they are holy,” i.e., the Sages bestowed upon them the
laws of sanctity that pertained to the light of the Menorah in the Beis
Hamikdash.’

There was another aspect to the original mitzvah of lighting the
Menorah: It was performed inside the Sanctuary of the Beis Hamikdash.
And this is why the house is critical to our mitzvah every year, for it
parallels that aspect of the Menorah. In other words, the person’s house

replicates the Beis Hamikdash in which the Menorah was lit.6

There is a most profound message here. We may ask: If we are look-
ing for a place that reflects, at least in part, the sanctity of the Beis
Hamikdash, would a shul not be the natural choice? Instead, the mitz-
vah of Chanukah lights emphasizes that a Jewish home also reflects
that sanctity. Chanukah is a celebration of the fact that the Divine
Presence is with us wherever we are; not only in our shuls, but also in |

our homes. The house is a “kedushah-embassy”! That is the message of

Chanukah lighting in our homes. Can there be a more elevating mes-
sage? It is both moving and inspiring to reflect on the fact that the full
response to Greece breaching the Sanctuary of the Beis Hamikdash was
not merely to restore and rededicate the Beis Hamikdash itself, but to

“expand its borders” by charging Jewish homes throughout the world
to represent its purpose and message.
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