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:  REMEMBRANCE
A You remember the deeds done in the universe and You recall all
the creatures fashioned since earliest times. Before You all
hidden things are revealed and the multitude of mysteries since
the beginning of Creation, for there is no forgetfulness before Your
Throne of Honor and nothing is hidden from before Your eyes.
You remember all things ever done and also each creature isnot
concealed from You. All is revealed and known before You, HA-
SHEM, our God, Who keeps watch and sees to the very end of all
generations, when You bring about a decreed time of remem-
brance for every spirit and soul to be recalled, for abundant deeds
and a multitude of creatures without limit to be remembered. You
made this known from the beginning of Creation and You revealed
it from earliest times. This day is the anniversary of the start of
“~Your handiwork, a remembrance of the first day. For it is a decree
for Israel, a judgment day for the God of Jacob.

& Regarding countries, it is said on this day which is destined for the
sword and which for peace, which for hunger and which for abun-
dance; and creatures are recalled on it to remember them for life or
death. Who is not recalled on this day? For the remembrance of

Xeach creature comes before You; every individual's deed and

mission, the accomplishments of man’s activity, man’s thoughts
and schemes, and the motives behind man’s deeds. Praiseworthy
_3 is the man who does not forget You, the human being who takes

7~ strength in You, for those who seek You will never stumble nor will

those who take refuge in You ever be humiliated.

¥ For the remembrance of all Your works comes before You and
You analyze the deeds of them all. Moreover, You lovingly re-
membered Noah and You recalled him with words of salvation
and mercy, when You brought the waters of the Flood to destroy
all living flesh because of the evil of their deeds. Consequently his
remembrance comes before You, HASHEM, our God, to make his
offspring as abundant as the dust of the world and his descen-
dants as the sand by the sea. As it is written in Your Torah: God
remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were
with him in the ark, and God caused a spirit to pass over the earth

‘and the water subsided. And it is said: God heard their groaning,)

and with Jacob. And it is said: | will remember My covenant with
Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac, and also My covenan
with Abraham will | remember, and I will remember the Land.

C

and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac;}

And through Your servants, the Prophets, the following is

written: Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying:
“So said HASHEM: | remember for your sake the kindness of
your youth, the love of your bridal days, how you followed Me in
the Wilderness in an unsown land.” And it is said: But I will
remember My covenant with you of the days of your youth, and |
will establish for you an everlasting covenant. And it is said: Is
Ephraim not My most precious child or a delightful youngster,
that whenever I speak of him | remember him more and more?

- Therefore, My inner self yearns for him, I will surely take pity on 4

him — these are the words of HASHEM.

5 Rt

’ ichronos is usually understood to be conveying that we want
ZG—d to remember our good remembrances and to judge us fa-
¢ vorably. However, the literal translation of the Mishnah negates this
understanding: “sheyaalu zichronoseichem lefanai I'tovah — that your
remembrances arise before Me for good,” and not that “your good
remembrances arise before Me” (Rosh HaShanah 16a). In general,
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arise before Me for good [purpose]...And with what? With
the shofar.”

CHAPTER 14 » ZICHRONOS (REMEMBRANCE)

Y
Hashem’s “Memory”

Chazal say that the purpose of Zichronos is “so that Hashem
Will remember us for the good.”s? However, we obviously cannot
understand this statement at face value. Hashem is infinite and un-
changing. He is constantly aware of all that has ever happened and
ever will happen — indeed, He is outside of time altogether! Thus,
it cannot be said that Hashem needs to “remember” because it is
not possible that He could forget Thus, any mention of Hashem’s

memory must be a metaphor. We need to understand what this met-
aphor is referring to.

~ What does it mean for Hashem to remember something?
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Similarly, when we speak of Hashem “zemembering us for good” we
refer to Him coming to bestow goodness npon us,-semething that for
us would be preceded by an act of remembering. However, we should
remind ourselves that Hashem is always ready to bestow good upon us,
if we are only deserving of it. What determines, therefore, what will
*cause Hashem to “remember us”? The answey is: the extent to which
we remember Him, and act in a way that is deserving of such blessing.

‘ This is the message of the one verse in the Zichronos section that
“breaks ranks” with the others and explicitly talks about us remember-
ing Hashem, It is a reminder that the key to success in this area oi‘she
day lies not with our reminding Hashem about us, but with reminding

o

ourselves about Him.*” [}
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He has made a remembrance for His wonders, Compassionate
and Merciful is Hashem.
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,)\3 66 ¢ RosH HASHANAH R..» )JQ‘Z

There are two understandings to forgetting: either one forgets
something in the passage of time that one once knew, or the concept
~Jexpressed in the expression “Forget it,” which implies discount it,
it’s not worth considering. When G-d asked the angels if He should
create man, they answered, “Mah enosh ki sigkerenu — What is
mortal man that You should remember him?” (Tehillim 8:5). Here
most certainly the first idea of remembering and forgetting is not
applicable since man was not yet created that he could be forgotten

¢ remembered. Rather we are forced to understand this to mean,
“What is mortal man that you should consider him and bring him
to mind and so create him?” Hence, the concept of Zichronos is that
G-d should consider our existence and our deeds as important, sub-

“stantive, and significant. .

In the words of the Mishnah, “sheyaalu zichronoseichem lefanai
Ptovakh — that your remembrance arise before Me for good,” f9v
implies something substantive, something that has continued exis-
tence. Regarding thé creation of the world, it says, “Vaya'ar Elokim...
ki tov — G-d saw...it was good” (Bereishis 1:4). The Ramban explains
that this means that G-d wills things into existence through speech
and looks at them to give them endurance and continued existence.
Similarly, “Hodu laHashem ki tov ki lolam chasdo — Praise Hashem
for He is good, for His kindness exists forever” (Tehillim 118:29)

“refers to the idea that G-d is substantive and lasting. Also, the World
to Come is the world that is totally good because it is eternal, and
the word zov did not appear in the first tablets because they were

,}\\_\}j)ken and did not endure.

The day that man was created — Rosh HaShanah — reflects
man’s pivotal role in creation. The creation of man on Rosh Ha-
Shanah annulled the angels’ assessment “What is mortal man that
you should remember him?” G-d rejected this argument and cre-
ated man and made all creations subservient to him and his service
to G-d. The judgment of Rosh HaShanah itself reiterates this idea.
G-d, as it were, takes two full days to consider what human beings

; ate, spoke, wore, and thought in the past year. Would one waste a

', minute in considering and evaluating how his dog functioned in the
past year? Of course not. It is only because man’s actions, speech,

o and entire behavior have universal and eternal significance that G-d
puts the effort into judging him.

The ten verses that compose Zichronos reflect this idea. The fact
that G-d would destroy the world because of man’s evil deeds implies
that man’s deeds are significant, and therefore Noach the tzaddik is
remembered. The remaining pesukim all speak about G-d’s covenant
and bond with the Avos and with Bnei Yisrael. All this signifies how

w. significant were the deeds that promoted this bond, how substantial
y and eternal this bond is, and how pivoral it is to G-d’s relationship
with creation, all emanating from the importance of man and his ac-
tions.
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Did We Live Up to Our Potential? |- Sl ' et
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The’ words found in the machzor that we use to describe
Hashem’s memory are “zocher” and “poked.” “Zocher” means that 35"
AHashem “remembers” everything that we have ever done, “Poked” )
refers to Hashem’s actions based on His “memory”

of these events, Everything Is Considered 1
We see from here that Hashem’s providence in this world is com- : : .
mensurate with our behavior. In plain Fn- The judgement of Zichronos includes all factors: our thought
glish, this means that Hashem’s SeBOns A processes, our intentions, and mitigating factors such as our upbring-

—_

e e T with@ ﬁ Hashen igﬁlm g b ing, the negative character traits that we
b ‘ . o shen dence inn this world  Fyer were born with, and other external ressures
%&cordingly, Zithronpsilag descelptian is commensurate tha?t wg were dealing with at' the time. We .are
of the judgement process of Rosh HaSha- TR T A
o idgement process of Rosh to do, and what we could have done. Every
alling our Ll :
actions” for judgement to decide whether we lived up to what : ini elem'em e
P e ] . p at was ered when determining our judgement.
‘ Y given opportunity — in other words, wheth-

&r our actions live up to our gotentialE or not.




3 4
Only Hashem’s “Memory”

Accordingly, the judgement we face cannot simply be a mathe-
matical equation of our mitzvos versus our sins. Although our pre-
vious actions do define our status, it is only Hashem’s “memory” —
His insight into all of the factors we faced when we did the actions
— that can comprehend and discern exactly who we are and how we
have built ourselves. Only Hashem can determine how much effort

e really applied, and what we were up against. He looks beyond}

the actions and into the person himself.

This concept is the foundation of Zichronos.

Our Accountability

However, Zichronos is not merely an expression for Hashem’s
determination in judgement or the perfection of His actions towards
us. It is also about coming to terms with our

own accountability for our actions using
these same factors of determination. If we
do our best to apply Hashem’s scrutiny to
ourselves (to the best of our abilities), we

(i€

>

A

gan ask ourselves: “What can I truly take
credit for? What was not really a test for me? How could I have
pushed myself harder? What achievements am I really standing with

\before Hashem on Rosh HaShanah?” We have to hold ourselves
accountable for our actions on the level that we are really at. Would

we be so proud of our rigorous learning schedule if we considered
how much time we wasted and what we could have achieved in that
time? Are we really happy to stand before Hashem with our kind
deeds knowing that deep down they were not done with the right
intentions? If we are truly honest with ourselves, we might be in for
some surprises.

N
Summary

So far, we have discussed Zichronos, Hashem’s “memory” in
the form of not only considering our actions, but being able to see

beyond those actions, into all of the factors leading up to them. Only

Hashem is capable of determining the true status of a person because
.only He knows all the information behind

WIS ¢

every one of our decisions and is able to

uch more
- hold us accountable. We added that we, too,

i * must hold ourselves accountable by not rest-
ing on our laurels and assuming that we are

righteous due to all of the good deeds that we have done, because

perhaps much more was expected of us. We should also feel solace

in the knowledge that many of our misdeeds have mitigating factors

which will lighten our judgement. i
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ROSH HASHANAH: JUDGMENT OF THE PRESENT
WITH A REFLECTION ON THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

RAMCHAL (MA’AMAR haChochmah, Yalkut Yedios haEmes, p. 261)
comments on the words of the prayer 72\t X (“You remember”):

This is the order of the judgment. Judgment is carried out
with a reflection upon all the _past, present, and future.
Therefore we say: By nPyn 1211 AKX — “You remember the
deeds [performed] in the world,” which relates to the past...
Yyoni Y9 N DI HX — “You remember all that is made,”
which involves the present... 5% ¥¥77) 193 Yo — “All is re-
vealed and known before You,” which relates to the future.

The question is why judgment on Rosh Hashanah involves
reflection upon all the past starting from “Bereishis,” the begin-
ning of time, up until the distant future at the end of all genera-
tions. It would appear that judgment should involve only what
has occurred during the past year which is being judged, accord-
ing to which, HaKadosh Baruch Hu gives each one of us what he.
deserves for the forthcoming year.

Bﬁ‘he answer is the following:

It is incumbent upon every Jewish person to strive for his
perfection. Aside from this individual responsibility, the general
community of Klal Yisras! is duty-bound to rectify the entire cre-
ation through avodah (service of Hashem) during all the genera-
tions and to bring creation to its ultimate perfection. This com-
pleteness or perfection, termed as fp7Yn PN, “the complete
Redemption,” is like one whole structure, which is constructed
and assembled from many stones. Every Jew has his own part
— his own stone in the erection of this perfect building. It fol-
lows, therefore, that the perfection of the building — which is
being built by all the generations — depends on each individual

uilder. Every single deed of each individual person is judged
according to its impact upon the past. In other words, the deed
is judged to what degree it successfully continues and completes
he avodah of the forefathers and of the previous generations or,,

{ " chas v'shalom, to what degree it has damaged the structure that

the past generations have already built. The work of all the gen-
erations must be viewed as a chain stretching from the first gen-.
eration to the last, of which each generation — and each indi-
vidual person — is a link. If one link is missing or damaged, the

¢V continuity of the chain becomes impaired. People tend to think,

incorrectly, that their deeds are relevant exclusively to them-
selves, at this particular place and time. They do not realize that
their actions impact the entire creation!
For the same reason, HaKadosh Baruch Hu reflects upon the
future as well when judging the present. It is in order to ascer-
¥ tain to what extent each deed of each individual person consti~
tutes another step towards the eventual completion of the goal in
the chain of generations. Each generation, and each individual,
has a unique task in bringing about the final Redemption. Cre-
ation will achieve its final perfection when Mashiach will come
through the culmination of each individual’s deeds in every gen-
eration. In the blessing of Zichronos, our Sages show us the heavy
responsibility carried by each one of us beyond the individual
scope, and the duty to fulfill our avodas Hashem with each action
so that it should hasten the coming of the Redemption.
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