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The following is recited after both Megillah readings.
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before, Yaakov Avinu prayed for the Parim salvation when
he was about to meet his brother Eisav, Haman's progenitor.
Yaakov prayed, 1y 1 ms s N9287— “Please save me from
my brother, from Eisav” (Bereishis 32:12). 'The first letters of 12"1901172 TNPIN 7192379 Y IWN” 1WPe XY Y11 -
the words TN 81 spell out the name 1. In other words, i '

when Yaakov Avinu was praying to be saved from Eisav, he
was also praying for the salvation of his great-grandchildren
from Eisav’s great-grandchild, Haman.

It is for this reason that we sing Shoshanas Yaakov
Jmmediately following the reading of the Megillah, which s
is the miraculous account of our salvation from Haman. ' 1
We, “Shoshanas Yaakov,” Yaakov's grandchildren, ‘rejoice L4 1’:‘7 o' n L
together with Yaakov at our salvation. )
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Since these phrases were beautifully incorporated into
the Shoshanas Yaakov section of the Ppiyut, liturgical poem,
NI W, we recite it immediately following the completion,
of the Megillah reading, to waste no time in fulfilling this
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the Rambam writes:
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order to make known to future generations the veracity of
that which He promised us in the Torah, “For which greamt”
nation has a God Who is close to it, as is Hashem, our God,
whenever we call to Him.”

/\/i In other words, according to the Rambam, a primary role of the insti- i
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memorated by us in our Purim observance every year! As we know, the
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Megillah is read twice during the course of Purim—in the r-nght and‘_l_r‘l 13 i o 19 R p9TIM MO
the day. However, this actually makes the mitzvah of Mnglflh reading OB "1 MBDRa Hwm KM TP,
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_J What is the basis of reading the Megillah at night as well? ;-pv“;:, NTAR N2nN91 1320 R ayn oy

Interestingly, the source of this mitzvah is not found in the Megillah, X1 P03 OX YR 19 MR IR 9

but in Tehillim. The Gemara derives this obligation from the verse: -
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My God, I call out and You do not answer, and in the night I am
not silent.?
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What does this verse have to do with reading the Megillah at night,

2UTA_DYAW KNP L0MIER DT annRd myw Y53 ovann "nd” nnx nya

or with Purim at all, for that matter?
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Rashi explains that the verse refers to the fact that the Jewish >
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People were crying out to Hashem day and night to save them from
Haman'’s decree.?

Thus, we see that the entire obligation of reading the Megillah at

D135 198N NP AN 719NN MER 11 PN w1 anwns a1 oen nx YU wap

KON TIY X9 ,mowni a%aph NmiT an ,nd wip A 0'9an PR DD RN 310
N30 MDD PIY XYW LO5WM N nx Yvab pmvmaa 1onwab arnn won Yhinw
N33 WP K71 0501 0™MATA DPIDY i’ VWD DWIKY 123 YO, [pPrwvmpa

night is to commemorate the prayers of the Jewish People at that time.
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Rabbah and Rav Zeira were having the Purim feast together and  poxasy . awa mon mvwn pevw Y Wanw W

they became intoxicated. Rabbah then ardse andslaughtered Rav  yab> X9y W K% T Yow 7yTiY” wn WM 0M WED 17D
Zeira, The next day, Rabbah prayed for mercy on Rav Zeira's behalf  nw» onywon bw pava sam om0 o 5w piv b 9py wmw ,nxdb
and revived him. The following year, Rabbah asked Rav Zeira, 'Let  zrivwnn DR 1977 W2 1 avwen mmTy RAT 081 ©071 90w ':nx:'v
Master come and we will have the Purim feast together.” Rav Zeira - ——— o ’
apswered him, “Not every time does a miracle occur.™ MPNNTE P0% 10 03 0 XD ,0TIR YD TrwnY anvh menanw 1md
— AP TIVY 1D [N ©7TR A 199 L. 03 v Yy Yon brw vt Yo orp
203 W7 MW ,0MNDR WP AYIVNT NOW W 97ay A3y mbia brawe omb

\ N / 07PN oA 93 N3 mon R wY v mm A ,mmoan Jon
are we to understand this story? Did Rabbah S 7 —

actually kill Rav Zeira? If so, then why did he wait until the following nsb nrvn ompwn < el //_sl\ 3

day to try to revive him? Why not pray for mercy immediately? Also, ¥1 713 21977 IR T 5o nnnpm b e anyiwn”

how could Rabbah have even entertained the possibility that Rav Zeira onyy v - 95T T I Ty ebvn ma By NN MM MY

- B>ya 125 oIRT MK DT - 7T 0N NKT I NG WPl WP

SRR — — Sym Y1m KT AP T NWITP DX DK T Y7 0 LT
3({! Purim Eternal - % for2s” 1T R O 12 gy DITOBA /0T 2T, K127 TNY7 pi ik 700
would want to join him again the following year for the Purim feast?
There are so many seemingly puzzling pieces to this cryptic story. 1My MW XD Porn JuTen 3K

%35 nem anywn - xab Tnyb oo i X O
Zé number of commentaries explain that this passage in the Gemara isg é : 203 Tl DTS e [X

SET feabe T R M TR

pot to be taken literally. Some propose that Rabbah wounded Rav Zeira S ?‘E-‘-—IEDEDE 0 N BV SRon Fe 753 nmpny [3
very seriously, and that the Gemara decribes it as a shechitah becaus€’ ] i“%m A
of the seriousness of the wound.? Others understand that Rabbah 73 :7°371 W2 511 W7 DTpita RS IR DMIANT DR KD
had given Rav Zeira too much wine to drink, which caused Rav Zeira ,173¥? XD 19T M0 1 MR oYY Yua WK orm oibea mrinn
to become deathly ill.3 One commentary opines that Rabbah merely a5y npinb 1ab nxr nm ki oabyb Sua Rk 57ome R MK K
created a perception or illusion that Rav Zeira was dead, when in fact : a7y

he was not.* I e o

Whatever the interpretation, however, why does the Gemara use the a8 5935m ome ﬂpsﬂ 39
terms iPvNW (slaughter) and 711N (revive), which clearly imply that he :
actually killed him and then later revived him. What would be the point
of the Gemara using such hyperbole if in fact those words are not to be
* taken literally? And, certainly according to those commentaries that do
understand this passage in a literal sense, how could the righteous Sage

_DTMIR IpY nww BTes
/IR PR onwn e
TR T OWRY oW Wy
®_ovp R PTW aThyn

Rabbah, even in a drunken state, ever come to commit such an act? §x‘7v73m vy X M omen )

M7 502 BNIPNY RI7 712 ARYIND

Perhaps we can try to gain a better perspective on this Talmudic passage

mMMT IRD WK R
king a dloser look at what we are meant to be celebrating every year - .
by taldnga cos peveryy TR I, TIRG TN T MRAY

I2Rw WE wEn 5 anongp *

that the reason th¢® is a mitzvah to celebrate on Purim in a physical — ———
manner (with food and drink, in contrast to Chanukah, in which there

at the Purim feast. The Mishnah Berurah writes in the name of the Levush

R2® D MONAW W TR

is no such obligation to have a feast), is because on Purim there was a " ,335 T D %D 9y A% ,Awan
decree that placed the physical lives of the Jewish People in jeopardy, g% M2 TV ,mpn oKX
while Chanukah was more of a spiritual danger and not a physical one. IDT TR DYANDW NINIRAD
n Purim, therefore, we are commemorating that the physical lives of Qndi_TIN2 DR NMpY w,’w

" the entire Jewish nation were miraculously spared. Consequently, the D@n JmRa aTava o am

xan? w9 mawn
RW MmN LavRan

celebration is one of a physical nature.®

B { — | S =5
This physical danger on Purim was, however, much more than just a npb DIX TIX oUmpn MBS
risk to the lives of the Jewish People. Rabbi Yaakov m’Lisa writes that bxun  nxmb  mpnn ~
it is noteworthy that in describing the reaction to Haman’s decree, the ,AmY R2W miph By nTn
Megillah records that Mordechai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth _ 7 DR Y non DR 7
with ashes.® Similarly, the Megillah describes that “there was great 1T o i3 19K M3 923
mourning among the Jews...most of them lying in sackcloth and . YTIRY (2pyr mww nona) BYIRIN
zQshes.”7 Generally, mourning practices only commence when someone ] PV T XY TR oW
' actually dieg,{egt when there is only a risk to a person’s life. This leads Z P2 1P YxTwe 13 Y ;zm n'ﬁmA
1;15 to conclude, therefore, says Rabbi Yaakov m’Lisa, that this decree A PR % ORIV 7% 2 Y9 P
y Haman against the Jews was mote than merely a human decree—it ra awb Jennn Yon nvwe )&(
%HHS actually a death sentence that was already sigredand sealed in the M pAInY P 12X nrina
Heavens.? » v QPN NP RENI RIM
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Zonsae\quently, when Mordechai spurred the Jews to teghuvah and
‘asting, their repentance and prayer was so potent that it was even

ble to overturn this death sentence that had already been signed and
ﬁaled. What a cause for unbelievable celebration! This was not just
. salvation; it was a.form of a techiyas hameisim resurrection of the
Eiead) that Hashem performed on behalf of the entire Jewish nation.
\s the Gemara says in-Megillah, “If the Jews who were delivered from
Jlavery in Egypt to freedom sang a song of praise to Hashem, then how
nuch more so should a song be sung [on Purim] to commemorate our

3

deliverance from death to life.”** This derashah is actually the very source
that prompted the prophets to create a new Rabbinical mitzvah of read-
ing the Megillah. They felt compelled, based on this incredible miracle of

ochiyas hameisim, to institute that these words of praise of the Megillah
be recited for all generations.*

L2 Now, we can look back at the initial Talmudic passage that we quoted at
the start of this chapter and perhaps understand what Rabbah was trying
o accomplish. Rabbah wanted to relive and reexperience the tremendous
miradle of techiyas hameisim that we celebrate during the Purim feast.
Whether the passage is tobe construed literally or not, the Gemara speciﬁ—>
cally formulates what transpired at the seudah of Rabbah and Rav Zeira as
an act of dying, because that is the fate that the Jewish People encountered
in the days of Purim. Rabbah and Rav Zeira may have been attempting
to arrive at such a feeling—either through an illusion or through some
other manner—because they were on such a high level and were confident
enough that Hashem would revive Rav Zeira through prayer, which is the
same way that Hashem revived the Jewish nation at the time of Purim.
Just as Hashem ultimately enacted a form of techiyas hameisim for the
entire Jewish nation in response to their repentance and prayers, so too
Rabbah desired to commemorate and reexperience such a miracle.

N

When we lift up our wine glasses during the Purim seudah and exclaim
“Lchaim!” we should reflect on the fact that the Jewish People were
brought back to life on Purim. While we shouldn’t try to reexperience
the techiyas hameisim as Rabbah did, we should revive our spirits and
souls with songs and praises to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for literally saving
us from death to life. ’

4
3. THE MEGILLAH READING AS HALLEL
This brings us back to the Megillah reading. According to the opinion

of Rav Nachman cited in the Gemara,® the festival of Purim carries with

it an obligation of reciting Hallel just like other festivals. However, unlike
_the other festivals, the fulfillment of this mitzvah takes place through

the reading of the Megillah.® As the commentators point out, recitingg

Hallel in this form is most appropriate for the day of Purim. Since the

iracle it commemorates was concealed in nature, the Hallel itself is

also not explicit, but “concealed” within the reading of the Megillah.'®

As we know, the concept of “night” in Jewish thought generally sym-
bolizes a time of danger, while “day” symbolizes a time of salvation. Based
on the above discussion, we will appreciate that the idea of reading the
Megillah at night as well as in the day represents the obligation to thank

3, Hashem not only for the jubilant times when we were redeemed, but also
the trying times when we were under threat of destruction!

The different names of Hashem represent different attributes
through which He interacts with the world. The name n-1-1-» represents
the attribute of mercy, while the name n'pYx represents the attribute of
justice. Going back to the verse that the Gemara cites as the source for
reading the Megillah at night, we read it as follows:

. eur'],:\ 3 Kq,.,e_,ﬁg(\s <R, O\aék -'&.gsx_;r\mlm

o “Sathat my soul may sing to You”—regarding those times when

the obligation to sing to Hashem is evident, i.e., the good times.

e “And not be stilled”—regarding those times for which we may
have thought there is no notion of thanking Hashem, i.e., the
difficult times.

APK RN RIND O3
On that day, Hashem will be One.*®

o

sponds by referring to the different blessings we make over good and

The Gemara, asks, “Is Hashem not One even today?” To this, it re-

bad tidings. The meaning behind this response is that while of course
Hashem is One even now, we do not always see how everything He
does is directed toward one unified purpose. It is only on “that day” in

the future that we will come to understand how He was acting as One
throughout world history.

a'D This brings us to Purim, a day that is dedicated to appreciating
Hashem's role in directing history and world events. As such, it is cer-
tainly appropriate for Purim to focus on this central idea that Hashem
is_constantly guiding events toward their ultimate purpose. However,

there is more to it than that, for Purim is about appreciating those

events not from the vantage point of “today,” but from the vantage

‘*omwy”_!

5. LOOKING FORWARD TO LOOKING BACKWARD
We have previously mentioned that a prominent feature of the
Purim story is v'nahafoch hu, seeing how everything Haman tried to do
in_order to harm us ended up rebounding on him. Anyone witnessing
Haman's actions as they occurred in real time would undoubtedly clas-
sify them as “bad,” yet the miracle of Purim gave us the hindsight with
’{ljl which to appreciate how these actions themselves all contributed to our

ultimate salvation and Haman's downfall.

L\ f\ This brings us to a very profound idea. The miracle of Purim did not
“Just” lead to our deliverance; it also provided us, in hindsight, with a
Yay of viewing our troubles in a fundamentally different way than we
may have viewed them at the time. In this respect, the events of the
Purim were a model for the way in which all world events will retrospec-
tively be viewed in the future.
' The miracle of Purim and the festival that resulted from it were introduced
in order to help get us through the exile. This involves not only providing us §
with lessons that are crucial to our national survival in the exile itself, but also
with a vista from the point of view of the final redemption. There is nothing
m.ore empowering for the Jewish People in exile than providing them with a

S\{ghr_llpse of what it will look like once they have finally been redeemed!

~4This vision of “the present from the future” is what we are looking to
reconnect with each year on Purim.

However, there is a small problem: we are not in the future, Our

_ current mindset does not allow us to identify every bad event as good,
+ Ror is it meant to! Until evil has been eradicated it is essential for us tc;
maintain a clear sense of boundary between good and evil. This begs the
question: How does one living with a “today” mindset see things from

the vantage point of “tomorrow”?

oV Enter ad d’lo yada.

A mindset cannot impose itself on a mind that isn’t there. By
) drinki.ng on Purim and sending our da’as on a brief vacation, we loosen
() the grip of our current frame of vision, allowing us to shift into “Feast
< Eorward” mode! The mitzvah of ad d'lo yada enables us to bridge the gap
. hetween the vision of “today” in our present condition and the vision
of “that day” in the future. As such, for a brief while on this holy da
Jyre allow ourselves to touch a time when we cannot distinguish betwee}r’;
the good that accrued to us from the accursed decree of Haman and
that which came from the blessed deeds of Mordechail

In other words, on Purim we look forward in order to look backward
in order to move us forward.




