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ZEROA AND BEYTZAH: At the time of the Beis Hamikdash, the
teasted Pesach Sacrifice was the focal point of the Seder. A
second sacrifice, known as the Chagigah, was also offered, on
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erevPesach, 10 be eaten together with the Pesach.
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Unfortunately, due to our many sins, our Holy Temple no

longer stands in Yerushalayim and the altar is no more, and we
are forbidden to offer sacrifices anywhere else. Therefore, we
prepare the zeroa as a remembrance of the Korban Pesach and
the beytzah to commemorate the Chagigah.
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REFLECTIONS OF THE RAV

this condition as follows: “The life you face shall be precarious;
you shall be in terror, night and day, with no assurance of sur-
vival” ¢ (Deut. 28:66).

During the Seder, the practice of “leaning,” hesebah, in the
performance of various rituals is intended to demonstrate our
liberation from slavery and the disabilities it entails. Leaning
connotes a state of complete relaxation, a relief from all tension
or anxiety—casting off the yoke. Leaning is the antithesis of
standing at attention: it denotes independence and fearlessness.
We thus demonstrate a change of status, from fear-ridden
slavery to the relaxed state of the free man—me’avdut leherut.

2. Mitzvot Aseh Shehazeman Geraman. A slave is relieved
of the requirement to observe time-related mizzvor because he
Jacks time consciousness. Everything organic or inorganic exists
_within the dimension of time. There is an inexorable cycleD
birth, life, and death, the attrition of change which is most)
clearly discernible in the organic world. The ebb and flow
of time also take their Joll of the inorganic world, continually
transforming and ‘reshaping. The only creature that can ex-
fﬁ perience time, that feels its passage and senses its movement,
A is man. This is called time-awareness.

There are three dimensions of time, each of which is part
of the time-experience. These are retrospection, anticipation, and

o appreciation. Retrospection refers to man’s ability to re-ex-
perience the past, to feel deeply that which is only a_memory,
to_transport an event of the distant past into a “creative living
~~/experience” of the present. Anticipation is man’s projection of
visions and aspirations into the future. Indeed, his present life
is regulated in expectation of the fulfillment of these dreams,
His present is shaped by his vision of the future. Appreciation
-~ embraces the present ds a precious possession, as inherently

_worthy.

If there is- no retrospection, there can be no mitzvah of

Sippur yetzi'at Mitzrayim. The Seder itself is a recreation and a

reliving of the past as a present reality. We recite “In every
generation, each person should feel that he personally experienced
the Exodus from Egypt.” History becomes part of our present
time-awareness. Memory is more than a storehouse; it can become
a_present-day experience, a part of the “I”’ awareness. Rabbi
Akiba is not a figure of the past; he guides us in the present,
as do Maimonides and Rashi. They are daily companions and
they vivify our everyday lives. Tragically, many Jews nowadays,
ignorant of their past, find themselves rootless, alienated, and
adrift. They are Jews who live only in the present.
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In anticipation, man moves from reminiscing to expectation,
from memories to visions. To live fulfillingly in time requires
_both a worthy past and a promising future. Time-awareness
is not only for dreaming. This, in turn, suggests that we have

>f the freedom to make decisions and the moral commitment to
intervene. We derive from retrospection the moral imperative
to act now in order to realize our visions for the future. The
Haggadah opens with Avadim Hayinu (retrospection) and it

_‘$concludes with Nishmat Kol Hai, which is an anticipatory vision

of the future, moving from hindsight to foresight.
@ The third time-awareness dimension is “appreciation”, which
means valuing the present and prizing each moment as a
precious gift. Retrospection and anticipation are significant
only insofar as they transform the present. In every fraction
of a second, visions can be realized or destroyed.

The Halakhah is very time-conscious. A time differential of
even one minute or less determines the shekiah, the onset
of the Sabbath, the zeman keri’at Shema (the period when the
Shema may be recited), and notar in Kodashim (Temple sacri-
fices). A large number of halakhic regulations hinge on the pas-
sage of minute segments of time. In science, too, imprecision
in time can spell disaster for astronauts approaching the moon,
or cause intricate experiments to go awry.

Time-awareness is the singular faculty of the free man, who

can use or abuse it. To a slave, it is a curse or a matter of
indifference. It is not an instrument which he can harness to
his purposes. The free man wants time to move’ slowly because,
presumably, it is being employed for his purposes. The slave may
want to accelerate time, because it will terminate his oppressive

/burdens. Not_being able to control time, the slave grows__:i_g@’

(_gen__§i_t*iye to_it; inexactitude and unawareness characterize his
schedule. This too, one may add, is the misery of many who ~
retire in later years into idleness. They no longer feel needed;
they have no further valued contributions to make, so no great
anticipation moves them excitedly through the day. A bland,
emotionless life ensues. Parenthetically, a Talinid Hakham in his
old age is not stricken by this malady.
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The Kiddush on the first Seder cup of wine fulfills the require- -
ment of Kiddush Hayom, to declare the sanctity of the festival
season. It concludes with the words, Mekaddesh Yisrael vehaze- D3R 5 9PN PO SR bt D) ROV A
manim, “Who sanctifies Israel and the festive seasons.” Time is ' - ? o Do) NP 13 o A

iddush, designate a span of time as of special significance.

Time exists only for the one who is responsive to its ebb and

fiow. The Sephardi Haggadah adds the word behipazon to the

text of Ha Lahma Anya, indicating a hurried departure from Cogial -y o &
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3. EEggs should be served at the meal, in commemoration of the de- 350 MM nmn
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oning and end of the exile in Mitzrayim. ’
theB}:;?m%lsnrcajel first descended to Mitzrayim bg.caus? Yosef’s
brothers had sold him as a slave. To conceal tl'.lelr. actions thezlr
-._)zdippéa“ the kesones pasim their father had given him into the bll)oo‘
of an animal and brought it to Yaakov as proof that Yosef had been

killed. But Yosef became the viceroy in Mitzrayim because of his

i ion, from starvation
ight to save the country, and the entire region, : :
e e forced to travel to Mitzrayim to

during a famine. His brothers wer ‘
purchase provisions for their families. When Yosef, whom they did

not recognize at first, revealed that he was their brother, the entlrz'.i
family relocated to Mitzrayim, where they were eventually enslave

by the Egyptians.
)

The slavery lasted for 210 years. How did it end? Chazal tell us
that there were several merits that led to Bnei Yisraelbeing redeemed
from Mitzrayim. Some are well- known, such as not changing their
language, names, or mode of dress while in Mitzrayim. A less-

nown Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 32:5) states that they were also
redeemed because they did not speak lashon hara.

The Ben Ish Chai suggests that when Bnei Yisrael stopped talking
ill of each other, which had served as the catalyst for the fight between
Yosef and his brothers, they became worthy of redemption. And
/th_eir coming together in peace is symbolized by the words nanp

aity 1. The word NN, which would contextually be translated as
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\ @ bundle, also means to join together as a group. When Bnei Yisrabl’
joined together as a group, they were redeemed. %" : -

The Ben Ish Chai’s explanation of the “double-dipping” at the
Seder also provides insight into why blood libels have remained
in circulation long after we would have expected such obvious
and blatant lies to disappear. Rav Elchonon Wasserman notes that
Chazal taught us that absolute lies cannot stand (Yalkut Shimoni,
Bereishis 3). If blood libels have endured, there must be some
basis for them. Says Rav Elchonon Wasserman — prefaciity with a
disclaimer that he is not worthy to criticize the Shevatim — it’s not

~the anti-Semites who first came up with the concept of using blood
¥to create a false impression, it was Yosef’s brothers who fabricated
a story associated with blood when they dipped his kesones pasim

into blood and brought it to their father. ;
~{And perhaps it is only appropriate that blood libels have almost
always been associated with Pesach and matzos, because it was
that event in our history that first sent us down to Mitzrayim, which
we commemorate by eating matzah until today.
hile the Jews in Mitzrayim managed to come together in peace
to_merit redemption from their slavery, the scourge of machlokes
that plagues Klal Yisrael unfortunately has not been fully been laid
to rest. Only when we completely eliminate the hatred that exists
between Jews will we finally be free of blood libels and all other lies
fabricated by Jew-haters throughout the world, and then we will
merit the ultimate and Final Redemption from our current galus.
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5 REFLECTIONS OF THE RAV

Whenever the Torah wishes to impress upon us the mitzvah
of having compassion and sympathy for the oppressed in society,
it_reminds us of our similar helplessness and lowly status
during our bondage in Egypt. The most defenseless elements
in society are usually the slaves, strangers (proselytes), widows.
and orphans, and we are repeatedly enjoined by the Torah to
be sensitive to their plight: “You shall not pervert the justice
due a stranger or to the fatherless; nor take a widow’s garment

[q pawn. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the

Lord your God redeemed you: therefore, I command you to7
observe this commandment” (Deut. 24:17-18)." The stranger, in )
particular, personifies the helpless one who has no family or
friends to intercede on his behalf. For this reason, as the Talmud
indicates, the Torah exhorts us in thirty-six Scriptural references
to treat the stranger kindly (B. Metz. 59b).

“ The Egyptian experience may therefore be regarded as the
fountainhead and moral inspiration for the teaching of com-
passion which is so pervasive in Jewish Law. Tt sharpened
the Jew’s ethical sensitivity and moral awareness. The Midrash
has R. Nehemigh say this explicitly: “The Egyptian bondage
was of great value for us, since it served to implant within us
the quality of kindness and mercy” (Mekhilta de-R. Shim’on ben
Yohai Ex. 13:3). Ours is a singularly cthical culture, which
expresses itself through a heightened regard for human_rights
and_dignity. Kevod haberi'ot (respect for human dignity) and
social justice are implicit in the Biblical concept that man was
created in God’s image.

M ~ -
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prevent one from hurting others by_word or_deed, wittingly
or_unwittingly. This is illustrated in its abhorrence of slander
(rekchilut)_and evil gossip (leshon hara).® The prohibition, “Do
not put pitfalls before the blind”_(Lev. 19:14),? has been broadly
interi)}eted by our Sages as prohibiting contributory actions which
are harmful to others, even to those who are not physically
blind but are misguided by their ignorance. The Torah expects
us to protect society from situations liable to cause damage,
such as roofs without railings® and uncovered pits. Jewish Law
is also insistent on the moral obligation to perform positive acts
of charity and helpfulness, even for our enemies.'! Such in-
junctions—to_be highly solicitous of the welfare of others—
are not as finely developed in other legal systems as they are
in_ours.

Our Sages regard compassion as the distinguishing charac-
teristic of the Jewish people? Yet, we may ask, is not compas-
sion_a natural expression of man’s being created in God’s
image (betzelem Elohim), an endowment which all mankind pos- |
sesses in common? Why, then, was the Egyptian enslavement

g necessary for the Jews? The answer is that betzelem Elohim

signifies only a capacity to love, not the necessity of loving. This
capacity, which all people possess, can be and is frequently

suppressed; but when it becomes a necessity, it cannot be sup-
pressed. It then flows naturally and is indigenous to one’s
character. The Egyptian experience sought to transform the
Jews into a people to whom compassion would be a pecessity.

not merelya capacity.
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We use an egg as a symbol of this offering because the egg repre-
sents new life and is therefore a symbol of our hope that the Jerusalem
Temple will be rebuilt.
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SHANKBONE AND Ecc—The plate contains two types of cooked food,
the shankbone with a bit of roast meat clinging to it—a remembrance of
the paschal sacrifice, and the egg—a remembrance of the holiday offering
customarily eaten on Passover eve. The egg was chosen as symbolic of this
latter sacrifice, for in Aramaic the word for egg is Be-Ab, which also means
d‘fi'f alluding to the thought “The Eternal Be Willing And Redeem Us.” S
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DARKNESS TO DESTINY

" R Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Izhbitz"” used to say that the reason we
eat eggs at the Seder is because on this night the Jewish People are like

eggs. An egg simultaneously enjoys a dual existence. On the one hand, it

already exists in actuality as a food. On the other hand, it also has the po-

.tential to exist on a categorically higher level as a living being. The same

may be said for us on our night of freedom. Freedom is an actual gain, in

that we are no longer slaves. That said, we also have the potential to use our .

freedom as the basis of a higher level of existence altogether, namely, that

of Hashem’s People through dedicating our lives to His Torah and mitzvos.
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