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In a year when the first day of Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbos, the
shofar is not sounded on that day. The background to this omission
is described in the Gemara.1?® The Sages were concerned that a person
may seek the guidance of a Torah scholar regarding the blowing of the
ghofar, and, in a moment of forgetfulness, carry the shofar in the public
domain, an act that is forbidden on Shabbos. In order to prot:
such a possible transgression, the mitzvah of shofar is

ect against”

suspended
whenever Rosh Hashanah coincides with Shabbos.1?
.ﬁ How many people throughout the generations

do, we imagine wowd actually come to carry the shofar? Maybe one or
two. And even if they did, it would be in a moment of forgetfulness, so
the violation would not even be intentional. The rabbis are telling us

that in order to avoid that one person sometime in history accidentally

/ﬂolating Shabbos, it is worthwhile suspending the mitzvah of shofar ¢
from the entire Jewish People for that year.” o

On a day when we take stock of our Torah deeds over the course of

the last year, it is worthwhile pondering this illuminating message that
v is communicated to us via the silence of the _shofar.
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Commemoration vs. Emulation
A further dimension to the suspension of the shofar blowing is to be
found in the Meshech Chochmah.** As we have seen, one of the primary

and crucial benefits we receive from blowing the shofar is that it invokes
the merit of the Akeidah. The greatness of the Akeidah was in the act of
sacrifice on the part of Avraham and Yitzchak; they were prepared to
give up their entire existence in order to fulfill the word of Hashem, and
this merit has sustained their descendants ever since.
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The mitzvah of shofar, in addition to being a Divine command, is
thus also of critical importance to the well-being of the Jewish People.

{ [t is something we practically cannot afford to do without, purely as a?

matter of survival.'\However, when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbos,

| the Sages assessed that there is a possibility of Shabbos being vio-*

lated, and so they suspended the blowing of the shofar. Shabbos is a
day that is devoted to recognition of Hashem as Creator and Ruler of
the world. In choosing to forfeit our own benefits out of concern for
the sanctity of Hashem’s message, the Sages essentially took their cue

~/ from the Akeidah itself, for is this not what Avraham and Yitzchak did
on that occasion? :

And so, while there is no substitute for the ﬁnique role played by
the mitzvah of shofar, it is worthwhile appreciating the background to
suspending this mitzvah on Shabbos. For upon reflection, we will come
to understand that while we may not have the commemoration of the

Akeidah through the blowing of the shofar, we have in fact achieved

some form of emulation of that event through its silence! Wonderful
words from the Meshech Chochmah.'3!
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ut to Hashem,” using the term tzaakah, This cry, which emanated from the depths of

3pei Yisrael's hearts and bespoke their close bond with their Father in Heaven, stirred :

Hashem'’s compassion so that He had mercy upon them and saved them, even though .5&7:7: P N ST haha

:hey lacked the requisite spiritual merits for such a salvation to take place.? 712 RI7 2717 N 0 AR IR 70 ORw S277RT BW3a R 9999 'F\//
We can understand, then, why the Rishonim call for the shofar to be sounded by anpa PR Yy awy mn 2132 RIT W 'R PRV 0w owh nnx T nynm

2 righteous individual, while no such special requirement is noted with regard to pa : 499 "~

ather mitzvos. As we have seen, sounding the shofar is more than just an act that ' Mm

/:'ulﬂlls a mitzvah,; it is a form of prayer, a heartfelt cty for Divine help, and it stands t

{ zeason that the shofar should be sounded by someone who possesses spiri i e : LB
2 piritual merits, R23apW 19T 7717 nsbn i
since a prayer’s efficacy depends in part on the worthiness of the supplicant.” In I e bl e nm{:n et

(\:"e.ct, the rule that prayers should be led by a virtuous person applies even more to @ X3 XN 10 693 b hmon seavw wow 7 T3 00w ma iy
the sounding of the shofar, A spoken prayer consists of words and statements with '-'E naN3 71950 Xow mskn nbap 1° PR o e nrem by nPRn T

';‘heirhowx; i;xdzper;dex’:t meaning, but the shofar blasts convey a wordless cry from the ¢RI DAY PWRIT YD M DR Tavn (3"¥ 5 v¥) PR* 12 onId A Lt
=eptias of the baal toke'a’s own heart; it is only natural, then, that he must be worthy : . ; =%
' . «© 0 » - 7 : : w i

31 serving as the “mouthpiece” for the Jewish people’s prayers. e e m’nb' e " oG Yo

T nray mwvs xbx o PR OOIR




%

Shabbos Substitution

Perhaps this can also explain the concept of “the remembrance of the shofar blast”
and why it.applies only when Rosh Hashanah coincides with Shabbos, When Rosh
Haghanah falls on any other day of the week, the Jewish people cannot secure a
:‘ayorable judgment through their prayers alone; since they lack the requisite spiritual

s\ merits, they must use the tzaakah, the powerful cry embodied by the wail of the
shofar, to elicit Divine mercy. The Shabbos day, however, sanctifies the !ewish geogle“‘

<leansing and elevating them, and as a result, the very words they utter are imbued

* with a greater level of sanctity, Their fefillos thus become purer and more elevated,
making them worthy of being heard by Hashem."

2 ‘
</ Thus, on Shabbos our prayers themselves take on all the qualities of the sounding

of the shofar, Due to the special kedushah of Shabbos, the words of our prayers are .

iavested with greater purity and holiness, and those prayers are therefore dubbed “a
remembrance of the shofar blast,” for they take the place of the sounding of the shofar.
We suggest further that when Rosh Hashanah falls on a weekday, the shofar itself is
the vehicle for “remembrance,” and the phrase “zichron feruak - a remembrance of
the shofar blast” is therefore not included in the prayers. On Shabbos, however, it is
the prayers that create the “remembrance,” and the phrase is therefore included,
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“To Keep the Words of the King

- First, the mere fact that the Jewish people refrain from sounding the shofar on
. Saabbos is a declaration, of the highest degree, of Hashem’s Sovereignty. Accepting
the sovereignty of a king means complying fully with all of the king’s wishes, without
slowing any personal considerations to come into  play A pasuk in Megillas Kokeles
- wates (872), T [advise myself to] obey the King’s words,” which Harav Moshe Alshich
ssplains as: “I do not have the authority to say, ‘What Hashem commanded applies

to other people but not to me.’ Rather, ‘I [must] obey the King’s words.” With regard
to what the King of the world commands, I am like all other people; there is no
difference between me and anyone else.”® .
Chazal prohibited sounding the shofar on Rosh Hashanah when it falls on
Shabbos,_because of the concern that a Jewish person might desecrate the Shabbos
/by transporting a shofar through the public domain. Thus, by forgoing the merit of.
_sounding the shofar, the Jewish people demonstrate that they place Hashem's honor
/ above all personal considerations of their own; they consider it more important to
{upreserve kevod Shamayim by preventing a single Jew from desecrating the Shabbos

“Athan to engage in actions that can help secure a favorable judgment for themselves i

| on the Day of Judgment. Such a demonstration of priorities is itself a pure act of
? accepting Hashem’s Sovereignty.

In addition, by heeding Chazal’s injunction to refrain from sounding the shofar, the
=s:fjewish people also demonstrate their absolute faith in their Torah sages, in fulfillment
of Hashem’s command (Devarim 17:11), “Do not depart from the thing that they [i.e.,
the sages] tell you, [to veer] to the right or to the left.” This too is a declaration of
« Hashem's Sovereignty equal to that expressed by sounding the shofar, and that alone

can earn the Jewish people a favorable judgment.
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MI SHEHECHSHICH. CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR SHABBOS ,th)

NN ToR KDY R KDY W xD) g x5y 193 KD oY py — [f there
is neither a gentile, nor a donkey, nor a deaf-mute, nor a de-
ranged person, nor a minor there with him, what should he do?
The Gemara answers:
( Pr¥Ya s — R'Yitzchaksaid: g nynys iy — There was
yet another method allowed in this case, 'm'lba’: B 1 XYY
~ but the Sages did not wish to reveal it.
The Gemara explains:
I nns 1Y Rn — To what does “there was yet another
method” refer? ning yaixn ning ning 135 ~ To the fact
¢~ that, if he has no other choice, he may carry it himself in
increments of less than four amos, ©
The Gemara asks:
anivab oman 137 XY wnx — And why did the Sages not want to
reveal [this method]?:2
The Gemara replies:
937 TP D2 133 137 nvR oaby a3, own — Because
\ they applied the verse: [Regarding] the lumor of God, you should
conceal @ matier; but [regarding] the honor of kings you
should investigate a matter.™ Because publicizing this method
would compromise the honor of God, the Sages did not want to
reveal it.
_The Gemara asks:
X oy a3, 'Nn X7 — And here what threat to the
honor of God is there in publicizing this method?
The Gemara answers: d
€ 2 mwa ninK va MAxG g Xebrr — Because one who
uses this method might come to carry [the purse] a full four
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76 Moadei Hashanah — Rosh Hashanah
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Middas Hadin

If yom hadin was just as its simple mean-
Means “It Came ing implied — “the day of judgment” — it
Up as a Thought”  should have been scheduled for the last

day of the year, to judge our behavior dur-
ing the course of the year now ending. But yom hadin is at the
beginning of the year. Why?

The answer is that yom hadin has a deeper meaning than
just judgment. Every Rosh Hashanah, Hashem takes up middas
hadin in order to create the world as “it came up as a thought.”
Therefore, this is_the day When..a_p,erson,hasvthe«ability—te—be
created anew, in all his purity. This is “zichron 'yom rishon ”,’g
i.e.,, a remembrance of the very first day, when Creation came -
up as a thought. “Din” means according to Hashem’s original
idea in creating the world. This is what takes place on Rosh
Hashanah.

All the other holidays are a remembrance for things that
happened to the Jewish people or that the Jewish people took
part in. But Rosh Hashanah is totally a day of Hashem, of re-
turning to the pure source of the original thought. This is called

v din,,.becaus_e,eygr,yth.inggnge,ggam.gggﬁ_exac.tl;mmoxdmg_mhe
Creator’s will in the beginning.
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That is why we maintain such a low profile on Rosh

Hashanah, unlike any other day of the year. We do not men-

| tion in tefillah anything that relates to us on a personal level.

‘V In fact, on Rosh Hashanah, notwithstanding that it is the first \
of day of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, we make no mention of our /
_sins at all!

% On Rosh Hashanah, we are not in the picture, so to speak.
This is the day that Hashem brings the world back to its orig-
inal state as “it came up as a thought.” There is thus no day
with so much siyata di’Shemaya as Rosh Hashanah, because
this is the day on which everything returns to Hashem. “This

, day is the beginning of Your deeds, a remembrance of the
Zfirst day.” It speaks of the time before the creation of Adam

Harishon, before Creation as we know it, the world and man |

in their pristine perfection. This is what happens on this day. /
>¥ Our avodah on this day is to bring ourselves back to the state
that Hashem wanted at the beginning of Creation. Back to the
human being that Hashem wanted to create through din.

In truth, throughout the generations there were Jews who
lived their lives in accordance with middas hadin. R. Akiva was
one, as mentioned in early Torah sources. We will get back to
this point a little later.

On Rosh Hashanah we need to make an accounting of out-
selves: where are we vis-a-vis Creation? A person should ask

~-> himself: “Am I befitting of the title adam or not? Am I a true

" ‘man’?” A person who does not bring himself into line with
Creation as Hashem wanted it, is not worthy at all of the title
adam. He is like a table without legs, whose shortcoming is not
the fact that things can’t be placed on it, but rather the fact that
it is something else altogether. It is not a table!

On Rosh Hashanah we need to deal with this in a serious
manner. Surely, there are additional things as well: teshuvah,

‘selz‘chah, kaparah, tzedakah, etc. But someone to whom the title
of adam does not apply cannot even start to approach these ad-
diticnal matters. :

Y5

QTXA NTAYI NYaN NaW3 ARYIT NOK702 OTXA 92T 19 DK o)

LSNXTIAN XYY 1 PR1,M21202 Y Xiw ,m1on Tio° Yy wnp nawa
/TTWYN M NWW DY MW AT 1Y 19 DX, DTXT NRM2 DXYN R0 01 70N
‘\11:: - TPNDAY TN AT STPIT YU 0K 120 M ar O L IRMAn g

WP NW 10 - 7199110 YW ANy NKDNT X WK1, 12T Noa oPoN

J1977W NNnD 7K A2 1PNY DMon 1XAT M3 1 PR, Nawa nobil oy

TWYN DY DWP PWIW TID? ARYITT 1T IV RN POV OV AMwp
’m:m NI ,FT MR 19970 NN T vnpn";fnf; X 10 YY LA

127 NP OPYX 12D Yw

TRV NI T YA Naw Y YT RIM L TRN Py My Y91 v
132 725 KT Dw Mo 1Y NN - PRNN WK 12w, 1mpn Y DTN
nwn) WYTP M 1™MYM (10 97 nbwa nwao amn "M 20NN oorbN
2T NI D DR KT 1Y MR R RY BR 2ND” (1 97 Spn
DIPAM D 2 NDT R IPR RTIDIPR PR KT 11pnd ™7 7120 N3 00T
WNT, TP PIDY NPT 1D 3 925 KA 19 77421 191 oY T NN WK
VIVOW 00T DWW KW 11131 ,20%1 0w 1Y ,“8Naw S5 Xp s pi
127 N0A DPYN TIA0 , W IV NN DY DAY

AINXIT MO NXDD N2W2 I9W NY'PR NYynn 1y 03 T 19 ox
MXN Mpn2 DIMnT XV'WHT DNRw WKWy M7 XN ,am Swhnwnn
D BPYN 120 YW 1AW NFN 1IN) KW AN MOK INWT, XNIKT

(20 T PMT AT

xl(,}

YMPIAR DTN NV AT NAWA M0 PPN NYInT A mhwm_ %

YR W T MYTN DTN NNX Ny 0w m:a‘;_n 9% NN anomo
VPR TWYN MWK Y3 1K NXYAN 712 AYPRT K 19 DX1,0700 N

Zw 12N Y5 AKX 12 W1 ,NAWT AV 15T PHW 12 D1D5 197N AN
Synnn ey

a Em @

) ~ ~
IiNJy pQ

DoptND AR »_a‘f{,
i

_nawa nrad ‘:nl’y mwn WX - NIYN WX

17730 720 ,PPMow 229K RYT Rnpv

§ YpIn mxyar 1mana a"apnw PN

L(n X WD 9™3) TR N 0T m’ns
A7 MmN Y5 orpn aMaphw
2PNY 0°ndn 110K KXY Yynn onwd
R NPT NN MORN OpY RAT
1Y0° RNW AP (us A™) 137 MRTI
1aY7 ,MnYY pan YR 9 1A
KON "D0°390 nMwna mnR ¢ paaRc
NRYIN 7Y XYW ,wTha 0w RN
70 RYhnw a"apn Y¥R mwy mwm~
1"apny R¥n1 19 OX1 17130 YIRD
77 PRI DWW PPIN MYy 1TIa0a
AR NIPPPNn NP JOwn YR 22
m>np Tmda umvw nn o |ar oam

nrind SnNw n"™a o1 Iropnv murTy
oipnn 272 pPodnY XYW nawa
VTP ANR Y1 DWW ypInv
PoOON W RYW mam Yapnn
K9 9"DPR PPN PR NIT ny’pna
MYYI 1202 7"apn I proony
50 JPin

% On Rosh Hashanah, Hashem examines whether a person
merits that the world should exist because of him.




