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~ Itis not too difficult to understand how the Voice of Sinai is to
~be employed in the instruction of our children. What does the Fire
Ny of Sinai represent and how are we to use it? A verse from the
Prophet Malachi — as it is interpreted by our Sages — will, I
think, offer the basis for the answer: “For the priest’s lips should
keep knowledge and they should seek Torah at his mouth; for he is
a malach Hashem Tzevakos, a messenger of the Lord of Hosts”

~(Malachi 2: 7) Whereupon the Talmud adds: “Sald prbe
Yochanan: ‘What is the meaning of this verse? It means that if the
ray or teacher is like a malach Hashem Tzevakos, a messenger of

,the Lord of Hosts, they should seek Torah at his mouth; but if he
s not, they should not seek Torah at his mouth’” (Moed Katan
17a). For teachers to be able to transmit the Fire of Sinai to their
stqdents they must bear a similarity to a malach Hashem Tzevakos,
a_messenger of the Lord of Hosts. This demands at least three
..%P prerequisites on the part of the teacher or parent: 1) consistency, 2)
a sense of Divine mission, and 3) an abundance of lgve..
__ Firstly, whatever children are taught by parents and teachers,
the messengers of the Almighty, leaves an imprint upon their hearts_
and minds. Consequently, in the effectuation of the right character

~formation of the children, consistency in behavior on the part of~
" parent and teacher is the most potent factor. If children striving to |

- find a harmonious correspondence between the words and actions
of their parents and teachers perceive this consistency, they will
call upon the sublime image of the “messengers of the Lord” that
thev carry with them in their souls, and they will make use of it in
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of Heaven, beginning with this word), the Torah tells us to teach
our children diligently. But the Torah does not stop there; it is not
gnough that we teach with diligence; it is not enough that we
transmit the Voice of Sinai. We must also consistently present to _
the child the full pattern of Torah living that is to accompany those
words. The child must see us practice the Torah’s mifzvos when we . TRWD WY KW wInh jom oAy
sit in our house, when we walk on the way, when we lie down and \ NIYOIT MDD (W 7 INS) DAP A« \

when we rise up (cf. Deuteronomy 6:7). L JTIYIB NoT2 DR
Secondly, malach Hashem Tzevakos is to be understood in its S N

most literal sense. Teachers must consider themselves actual mes- » B
Sepgets of God To effectively transmit the Fire of Sinai, ;hey e Nt el —. = -y
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must consider teaching not a mere professmn or occupanon but a
Divine mission imposed upon them by Providence. Teaching must
(- be looked upon not merely as work, but as an art. The Torah)
( employs the term avodah for work, while melachah, related to ma-',
lach, is used to connote art. Every task a person performs may be
realized primarily as either work or art. These seemingly superflu-
ous terms are used regarding the building of the Tabernacle: “Ac-
cording to all that God commanded Moshe, so_the Children of
Israel did all the avodah [work]” (Exodus 39:42), while the fol-
lowing verse states: “And Moshe saw all the melachah [work] and
behold, they had done it as God had commanded.” If we under-
stand melachah as art, the Torah conveys the notion that only
when Moshe saw both — the work and the personal idealism —
did he bestow his blessings upon the completed Tabernacle. As a
sculpture or painting reflects the personality and fervor of the e
artist, so must Torah teaching mirror the idealism, fervor and fire mim R pn osh wand
of the teacher.

The third prerequisite for the transmission of the Fire of Sinai
is an attitude of warmth and love towards others. The teacher must
always be on guard not to misrepresent the type of fire that Sinai
possessed. Rabbenu Bachaye reminds us of the unique character of
that particular fire. In general, he says, fire has three characteristics: T 9o @IRY vRIaR v b by
it provides warmth, it emits light and it consumes or destroys. The ) R 1Pwn 2IN0Y MIRn AN
Fire of Sinai, however, possessed only the first two characteristics, TWN DR B9% 1Ans nnwvl @ 6
the positive elements of providing warmth and emanating light. Of - e
the burning bush encountered by Moshe, the Torah says, “Behold QW DRI TMDIY AR DRI
the thornbush burned with fire, but it was not consumed” (Exodus
3:2). So, too, may we say of Sinai that its fire was a non-consum-
ing one.

X To achieve their goal of inculcating middos, Torah teachers
must be determined to emphasxzegtxhe_posmve aspects of the Sinai
fire. They must communicate an unlimited ahavas habriyos, or love R (3Y) TR NDOMA RIPRT 11 °D
of Man, as well as an unlimited ahavas Yisrael, love of fellow

Jews. The'fire absorbed by children must be one that sheds warmth oaakec B ek wiabel g,
and light;ft must never be one that tends to hate or to negate. e 6pi) UMK N0 Yoy it K22
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¥ A Mgsttfgmg Encounter
During the buildup to the battle with Jericho, the book of Joshua'
relates the following episode.

At

<\ It happened when Joshua was in Jericho that he raised his eyes
and saw, and behold, a man was standing opposite him with
his sword drawn in his hand. Joshua went toward him and
said to him, “wny% oX nnx 151 — Are you with us or with our
em’mzes? He said, “No, for I am the commander of Hashem’s

:
\
[
i
\
\

How do the words “Now I have come” identify which matter the
rebuke was about? Rashi explains that he was saying, “I have come re-\
garding the area being neglected now,” nernely, Torah study. ‘

The Gemara’s explanation of the exchange needs to be clarified. Josh-
ua asked, “Are you with us or with our enemies?” Where do we find in this
question any reference to elther Torah study or the daily offering?

Tosafos? prov1des the key to this Aggadah. The Gemara is expound-
mg that when Joshua asked 1715 ox nnx b (which literally means,

“Are you‘x/'vitﬁzsrérﬂaur enemies?’ "), he was referring to the two areas
“in which Israel had been neglectful. The word 1% is a reference to Torah
. study, as the verse says: “mwn ub my nmn — Moshe commanded the Torah |

Ve

to us.”* The word 1 xb (for our enemies) is a reference to the daily offer-

mg which protects Israel from their enemies. Hence, Joshua was asking
which of the above two matters the rebuke was about. The answer of
the angel, 'nxa nny (now I have come), refers to the commandment to
write a Sefer Torah and learn from it: “nxi nwi nx 035 1202 nnn — And
;«‘now write for yourselves this song.” With this term, the man was indicat-
ing that the rebuke was concerning Torah study.
To sum up: The Gemara helped us understand the meaning of the vers-
es, and Tosafos helped us understand the explanation of the Gemara. But

there is one aspect of Tosafos’ explanation which itself needs to be under-
stood. We have identified the two words, 15 and w5 as referring to the
two possible areas of neglect. When the angel responded that it was the
area of Torah study, why did he chan; 1ange the reference to a third term —
any? Wel hadj e had just : about gotten1 used to the first twol Why did he not answer

with the term that J Joshua used when he asked the question, i.e., wm?

o

2. Torahas Song as

As we have mentioned, the source for the mitzvah of writing a Sefer

T i =
Torah is the verse: “And now write for yourselves this song.” Of ill_the\\!
X ways to refer to a Sefer Torah, why is it called “a song™?

R’ Yosef Shlgmo Kahaneman, the Ponevezher Rav,® explains that
by calhng the Torah a song, the verse is indicating the nature of the
., connection we are meant to have with Torah study. Music may require
~Jintgllectual and professional skill to produce, but the part of a person it
is meant to reach is not the intellect, it is the heart. A musical connec-

tion is not expressed by I:nowing all the notes, but by being emotionally .
%1mpacted by the song. This is our connection with Torah study. It may
take the form of scholarly discussions, but the entire person needs to
be connected with the message of Torah. Whenever we sit down to

study Torah we are engaged in discovering an aspect of Hashem’s will
regarding how we are to lead our lives. Our relationship with the Torah

as arevelation of His w111 is ultimately an expression of our relatlonshlp

time we learn Torah we renew and strengthen the
= 2

® with Him, and evel
connection.

: i:’\i., Understanding Torah study as not just a matter of learning informa-
tion but as part of a relationship with Hashem means that learning To-

! rah every day is part of maintaining that relationship. As we go through™
\ life, different periods find us in different moods; some happy, some sad, \
¢ some settled and some turbulent. We don’t always have the peace of

mind to engage in all of our pursuits, but the relationships which are

important to us are maintained though all of « our ups and downs.

- o~

When Joshua was asking whether Israel was being rebuked over
neglect of Torah study, he used the term 19, referring to Moshe com-
manding us the Torah. By using this term he was actually seeking to
defend the JeWIsh people for their neglect; after 4ll, they were on the
eve of battle, and thus may not have had the peace of mind necessary
to study the commandments. When the angel responds that the rebuke
is indeed about Torah study, he changes the term to o nny, referring to
,the mitzvah to write and study the song of Torah. In so doing, he is
respondmg to Joshua’s defense, for he is saying that if Torah study_T
was purely an 1ntellectua1 exercise, then perhaps the people could be

k. excused for neglectlng it today. However, the Torah is more than that;

¢ itis asong and represents a relationship w1th Hashem. Relanonsllgs

cannot be neglected, even during t turbulent times. :

-~ - t 7
‘

X 100 THE CALL OF SINAI N Dot~

2

NOTES AND MUSIC
The characterization of Torah as a song should also impact the
learning experience itself. Music takes the form of notes, but a musical
,experience is infinitely more than the sum total of the notes. The emo-
tional—as well as intellectual —faculties of the person are engaged and
the entire person is impacted and elevated. Indeed, from a certain point |
of view, it is only ofice a person knows all the notes that the music really
begins. This idea may give us a deeper understanding of the emphasis
that is laid op chazarah—review of one’s learning. The goal s not just of
cementing the material in one’s memory (although that, too, is a most
worthy goall), it is of playing the “song” of that Torah discussion again
and again with the goal of hearing the music of its message.

PLAYING AN INSTRUMENTAL ROLE ]

Understanding the Torah as a song may also give us deeper insight
into another well-known idea, namely, that every Jew has his portion
in Torah. This means that each and every individual has a unique con-

Zrtribution to make to the Jewish nation’s ongoing Torah discussion.
Some people may hear this idea and wonder how it is possible that
they may have something meaningful to say in Torah which has never
been said before. With all the Torah giants throughout the genera-
tions who applied their phenomenal intellects and endless diligence
to every Torah topic, what room is there for the average person to find
his portion and make a significant contribution? As if to say, if the
Vilna Gaon and Rabbi Akiva Eiger somehow left something unsaid,
how likely am I to pick it up?

Although experience has shown that,it is indeed possible for some-
one in a later generation (and of smaller stature) to add meaningful

- insight to earlier discussions, perhaps remembering the idea of Torah
as a song may help reveal an added dimension in this matter. A song is
- much more than the sum total of its notes. The musical experience may "\

)

| change dramatically depending on tempo, emphasis laid on certain sec-
__tions, and the instrument being used—as well as the person playing!
The notes may be exactly the same, but the song is entirely different.
> Each person has a unique personality with singular experiences.
Every Jew is thus a unique instrument with which to play the song of
Torah. The way he may choose to express a certain idea and illustrate
Jdt based on his own individual situation and experience may be an ex-
pression that no one else has given beforehand or will do so afterward.
¢ This is his song, and knowledge of its existence should certainly serve as
an inspiration for each person to strive toward making his unique—and
irreplaceable— contribution to the ongoing symphony of Torah.
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