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5. One who becomes ill from eating lettucq (on account of the kappa it
and your eight daughters-in-law.”"! contains) should eat radishes, and he will be healed (Rashbam ).
o3 . i 6.0 ho ails f) i i
.The o Ka.mma held thrft dlppll.lg marorin c.ht‘ll‘DSeS g leek:? I‘i”ast{:zl ';fi ) .rom eating radishes (because of the kappa) should eat
mitzvah. The Mishnah then cited a dissenting opinion: 7. See Rashi to Shabbos 67a 12 qra i1 and *an X% 71 and Rashbam
131 ¥R MK PI1Y 1313 MYYHKN 127 ~ R ELAZAR THE SON OF B! above, 112a pow 9% i1,
TZADOK SAYS: Dipping maror in charoses is A MITZVAH ete. *haroses contains apples, which commemorate the apple trees under
The Gemara asks: which the Jewish women in Egypt gave birth without pain, away from
myn 1xn — What is the nature of this mitzvah? the watchful eyes of the Egyptian authorities who were intent on killing

their.children. This wondrous episode is alluded to in Song of Songs 8:5:

The Gemara records a dispute in the matter:
?1 P Under the apple tree I roused You; there was Your people born (Rashbam,

oty 137 — B Levisays:  Dwn2 731 — It s  commemora- citing Sotal. 11b). See Melo HaRo'im.
tion of the apple tre'e"" QIR PO ’?‘“ —-ButR Y‘{chana“ 9. With which the Israelites worked [to construct buildings] in Egypt
says: LW} 131 - It is a commemoration of the clay.® (Rambam, Hil. Chametz U'Matzah :11). See Melo HaRo'im.

The Gemara concludes that, as a compromise, both opinions 10. By adding apples, which are tart, to the mixture (Rashbam ).
must be reflected in the character of the charoses mixture: 11. By crushing a large quantity of other herbs and adding it to the
_max K — Abayesaid: mamgh 1y mmngh iy naYn — There- mixture (Rashbam).
fOI‘E, one must make [the charoses] tart and one must make it 12. Such as ginger and cinnamon, which resemble straw (Rosh, Rama to
thick. m=nY 131 mmnpY ~ One must make it tart," for it is a Orach Chaim 473:5).
commemoration of the apple tree; vwh=m m;mg‘; Y - and 13. Which was mixed into the clay; see Exodus 5:7-18.
one must make it thick,"™ since it is a commemoration of the clay. 14. The ingredients of the charoses are pounded to a pulp [and then

kneaded together], to commemorate the clay (Rashbam ). This statement
by the Tanna Kamma expressly corroborates R’ Yochanan’s opinion. See
Tosafos 1y i1 for a list of other ingredients added to the charoses.

The Gemara adduces support for one of the opinions:
1an1r 2277 mnN3 Xun — A Baraisa was taught in accordance
with R’ Yochanan: yan% 72y pban — SPICES™ are added to the

charoses as A COMMEMORATION OF THE STRAW. vl 73y notan _}3 \E“ /}' - S (D) /02 )2 _‘%

— THE CHAROSES itself is A COMMEMORATION OF THE CLAY.™!  7nKx

pﬂ:{v;-!; "1yY% 137 — R’ ELAZAR THE SON OF R’ TZADOK SAID: 73 p’nnnb IWHR T ,Wp ﬁ'ﬁs:sﬂ
obwimaY 770 ™30 DRI M7 — THUS WOULD THE “WINDOW
VENDORS"!S! OF JERUSALEM SAY:  m)¥nb 1oan pab b axia — TAYWY 757 RITW 717 DX
:}(z:grxvg;ezl;n’n’i:r;xm FOR YOURSELVES SPICES FOR THE MITZVAH (of 951 DM XMW DOV T 5y ,n1oab
R PN MR 9N 7P ,17290W3 13 veb
L_\ [281] THE TORAH VODAAS HAGGADAH "33 APIRA% 951 XMW 9272 MImn D

o S iziil e ) IRDY L7112 IR IR KD MRN 702 WIR2
With this in mind, we may now extrapolate another hypothesis concerning the recital of F
a brachah on a mitzvah. If there is a mitzvah which no maaseh s needed for Its fulfiliment, J[70M 1132 21277 DR IXaY K1
then there is no brachah recited on that mltzvahr Accordingly, we may posit that the T —— -
~requirement of the mitzvah of charoses Is fulfilled solely by accomplishing the remembrance I 10 DR 2W»Y y7¥ TN
of the mortar of the slavery; there Is no requirement of an act of &’05 937 X7 IR IRHAW ,h0YINn ~
This can be derived from the concluding words of the Rambam; where he stresses that the X177 RO TRMY .31:370)'71 mbab urng
charoses must be brought and placed on the table. What is the purpose of emphasizing "
this? It seems that the Rambam wishes to convey fo us that it is sufficlent to bring about 01 1" 7 PRIMY msna nnntb So1

the remembrance of the mortar by its placement on the table during the retelling of the X111 0780 5R0° nnws nTvIn v
étorx of Yetzias Mltzmylm We may add that even If it must be eaten, It Is not be;iu?ﬂthe ~IR'3 T¥ T 271 00T NN W

,/IIBNN. hnn’Y 997 XMW Y nowd

. consumptlon Is the mitzvah, but rather it Is just a means through which to bring about the

remembrance that Is required. Thus, there Is no brachah recited over the charoses, since It Is 721,850 mpn 19RY XY w0 70 DRW ,
altzvah with Just a kiyum, and no maaseh hamitzoah: ‘ 10182 199KDY @%M0 TV oy wnab Xy
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303 THE MEASURE FOR MEASURE HAGGADAH

Rav Avira expounded: In the merit of the righteous women
who were in that generation, Israel was redeemed from Egypt.
When they would go to draw water, the Holy One, blessed
is He, would prepare small fish for them in their jugs. And
[when] they would draw [up the jugs, they would be] half
[full of] water and half [full of] fish. They would come and
place two pots [on top of the oven], one [full] of hot water
and one [full] of [the] fish, and they would take [them] to
their husbands to the field. [The women] would bathe [their
husbands] and anoint them, feed them, and give them drink,
and they would [then] join with them [conjugally] between
the borders [of the fields], as it is stated (Tehilim 68:14), “As
you lie between the borders...” (Sotah 11b).

It seems that there’s an element of measure for measure here.
The righteous women wanted to establish future generations
(in spite of the difficulty of the subjugation), demonstrating

337
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their tremendous trust in the Almighty and His promise to
redeem them. Therefore, as a reward for the actions that the

Jewish women took because of their unshakable faith in the
Almighty, the Almighty, indeed, redeemed the Jews from
Egypt — in the merit of the women! = J
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[67] TOUCHED BY OUR STORY

do ?lngum

The maror, bitter herb, reminds us of the slavery in Egypt. However,

when eating the charoses, comprised of wine, apples, almonds, and

other sweet-tasting ingredients, it is difficult to understand how that
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is meant to remind us of the bricks. The taste of the bitter herbs is .
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just that: bitter. How are the sweet ingredients supposed to remind

+ROPIINR WD 72 NIP NDIINT TINT NV DR Diawvaw > by opor nyam

us of the bricks?

If is not sufficient for us to accept the bitterness in our lives, but

we must also comprehend that the suffering and bitterness are

contains this duality. On the one hand, it looks like the mortar that

;cushioned with the sweet compassion of the Almighty. The charoses

was used to create bricks. On the other hand, it tastes sweet and
Hse&ds us the very clear message that even in times of bitterness,

ﬁrf\lmighty is spicing our lives with sweetness.

~The word npiin contains the word on, connoting compassion.

The remaining letters spell out the name m, who .experienced
incredible bitterness and suffering in her life. After leaving a life
of royalty and becoming a convert, Rus was faced with a life of

widowhood, poverty, and derision. No one would have blamed her

for being bitter. But she was anything but. In fact, when her mother-
in-law, whose name means pleasantness, rejected those who called

her ’ny), insisting that she be called X, which means bitter, she

remaining letters, can be referring to a guide, as in the pasuk in Shir

stood by her side and transformed that bitterness into sweetness
(Rus 1:20). Her descendant, ‘David, was known as “ne’im zemiros

Yisrael — the pleasing composer of the songs of Israel” (Il Shmuel

23:1), because he composed the sweet songs of Tehillim, which are

ecited in the most difficult and bitter times.
Furthermore, the word 1im, which is also formed from the

HaShirim (2:12), “Ve’kol hator nishma be’artzeinu — And the voice
of your guide is heard in the land,” sjgnifying the impending Geulah.

M) This is a crucial lesson to convey to our children tonight. There will

be times in our life when we experience the bitterness and suffering

of the maror. But we must dip those bitter herbs into the sweetness of

the_charoses. We must understand.that God is “sweet” not only when
we experience redemption; rather, even while we are slaves, there is
sweetness and love and kindness in those times, as well. In addition,
these difficult times are often what signal our impending salvation.
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