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HE TORAH only provides for one day of Rosh
Hashanah. And if the witnesses who saw the new
moon came on that day, just that day was observed
as Rosh Hashanah. But even in Temple times Rosh
Hashanah was sometimes observed for two days. This
occurred when the witnesses had not yet arrived by
noon on the thirtieth day of Elul. In this case, the
thirtieth of Elul was observed as the “first day” of Rosh
Hashanah by requirement of the Rabbis, and the following day
was the actual Rosh Hashanah (Rosh Hashanah 30b). When the
calendar was fixed (in the fourth century C.E.), it became
standard practice to keep both these days as Rosh Hashanah.
We are familiar with this idea from the other Festivals, each
Yom Tov being observed in the Diaspora for two successive
days: the first day as a law originating from the Torah and the%
second day as a law that the Rabbis decreed. But besides being
a Yom Tov, Rosh Hashanah is also a day of divine judgment.
-4 It seems strange that on the second day we repeat prayers
such as “The Day of Judgment is here...” and “Today God
sits in judgment over all His creatures...” etc.,, which seem
appropriate only on the first day, which nowadays we know
to be the “real” Rosh Hashanah (since it is fixed in the calendar
as the first of Tishrei).

£l ot ks ——

KINGSHIP

1!’?2 It is our duty to praise the Master of all, to ascribe greatness to &

the Molder of primeval creation, for He has not made us like
the nations of the lands and has not emplaced us like the families of the
earth; for He has not assigned our portion like theirs nor our lot like all
their multitudes. For they bow to vanity and emptiness and pray to a
god that helps not.2 But we bend our knees, bow, and acknowledge our
thanks before the King Who reigns over kings, the Holy One, Blessed
is He. He stretches out heaven and establishes the foundation of earth,?
the seat of His homage is in the heavens above and His powerful
Presence is in the loftiest heights. He is our God and there is none
other. True is our King, there is nothing beside Him, as it is written in
His Torah: You are to know this day and take to your heart that
HASHEM is the only God — in heaven above and on the earth below —

o there is none other.
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THE REASONS FOR THE ENACTMENT OF
nawy by

94

THE KOLBO (SIMAN 16) states: “This laudation (i.e. nawy 1°%y)
was composed by Yehoshua bin Nun when he captured Yeri-
cho.” Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulai quotes Rabbeinu Hai
Gaon, who stated that it was Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai who
enacted the reciting of the prayer nawy 19y at the conclusion
of all regular daily prayers. The Anshei Knesses haGedolah, who
lived prior to the time of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai, enacted
the inclusion of Maw37 1%y in the Musaf prayer of Rosh Hasha-
nah (Siddur Ishei Yisrael).
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—Let us analyze the connection between this prayer and the
event that prompted its composition.
The conquest of Yericho differed in quality from the con-
quest of other cities in the Land of Israel. Yehoshua was unable

to conquer Yericho in a natural way, by military means. Instead,

he needed a miracle. Eor seven days the Children of Israel cir-

cled the wall blowing shofars, until finally, on the seventh day,

the wall miraculously collapsed. There is no description of any
special complications entailed in the conquest of other cities in
the Land of Israel. There must have been other cities fortified by
thick walls, but Yehoshua captured them without the open mira-
cles that were required for the conquest of Yericho.

~ It seems to me that Yericho was the central bulwark and con-
centration of the forces of tum’ah (forces of impurity which op-
pose kedushah, or holiness) at that time. In order to conquer and
banish the forces of tum’ah and overcome the Sitra Achra’s*! ef-
forts to block Klal Yisrael’s entry into Eretz Yisrael, Yehoshua

needed a miracle.

% When Hashem Yisbarach performs miracles for the sake of

Klal Yisrael, the greatness of Klal Yisrael becomes clearly mani-
fest. They cause a major kiddush Hashem (sanctlﬁcatlon of God’
Name), for everyone then sees the malchus of Hashem  and His
absolute rule over all creation, which He discharges according
to His will.

# Moreover, the lower the downfall of the Sitra Achra, the more
prominent DY Mdyn becomes. Therefore, at the miraculous
conquest of Yericho, when the Heavenly kingdom prevailed over
the forces of tum’ah, Yehoshua composed naw? 1*9y. This great

grandeur, His kingdom — and, on the other hand, the lowliness_
f the heathen nations of the world and their idols, Wthh are

glaudation came to express i1 TIM? (the “Oneness” of Hashem), His

tied in to the powers of tum’ah, and their ultimate extinction.
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A Worthy Subject
Although the idea of Malchuyos focuses on Hashem as king, its ema-
nations ultimately encompass all elements of existence, including us.
Recognizing Hashem as king attains full meaning through recognizing the
world as His kingdom and ourselves as His subjects. If we finish the section
>¥repeatedly declaring Hashem as king but still do not look at the world (or
ourselves) in light of that reality, the declaration itself is incomplete.
Moreover, recognizing the implications of Malchuyos is important,
not “only” in terms of accepting the obligations of the mitzvos, but
more fundamentally, in embracing a higher vision of our existence and
identity as part of Hashem’s realm and Divine program
Q Thus, the idea of Malchuyos begins with Hashem, but it emanates
outwards toward us. We have noted above that we are clearly not the
focus of Rosh Hashanah; the focus is on Hashem. At the same time,
however, we should not neglect to contemplate our role as part of His
world. Not only is that acceptable on Rosh Hashanah, it is the full ex-
_pression of the theme of Malchuyos — that He is king over us.

3B

Judging and Asking
The day of Rosh Hashanah is customarily used for petitioning

Hashem with our requests for the year ahead: health, a good livelihood,
success, and well-being, etc.

On the face of it, this practice is virtually incomprehensible. Rosh
Hashanah is the day when we are judged regarding our conduct over
the past year. Can we imagine a defendant getting up — in the mid-
dle of his triall — and approaching the bench with a list of things he
would like the judge to do for him? We would no doubt conclude that
he either has no idea of where he is, or has perhaps simply taken leave
of his senses!

How are we able to make requests when we are being judged?

The only way to explain how such requests are acceptable on Rosh
Hashanabh is if their goal is to improve the judgment. _

As we have seen, the primary judgment on Rosh Hashanah revolves
around the question of how we relate to Hashem as our king. As we
reaffirm our awareness and acceptance of ourselves as His subjects,
we proceed to ask Him for the wherewithal to succeed in that role. Thus,

{;erspective here is key. We cannot ask anything of Hashem, on this of
all days, without first establishing why we are asking. Once we have
ensured that we ourselves are an asset to His grand plan and not an
expense, we can be hopeful in asking Hashem to avail us of His expense
account, with all our wishes fulfilled for the right reasons.
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o) BpYn o XYW WHAT IS THIS “portion” that is given 33P0 o mzys vid q;qn/l‘@
For He Has Not Assigned  to us, Yisrael, and what is the portion

Our Portion Like Theirs given to the other nations? The "por- ) ey i s e mam 1 K HEDM ~ MYv T Yax v o
tion” relates to each individual’s per-  ~mwoxa nys ot XY nEn WD X 5T YR mnxEa T K
sonal duty in the task of causing 'n* 1113 "3, the revelation of 2YM 271 5onon sk mng 1910 oYww Tway wEm KT - nrmo-ps

|, Hashem Yisbarach’s glory in the world, which one has to fulfill 712" INX ,MMO-PX NTIATT 187 WY ANK” 0N 91 2 5w omeva ¥

during the course of his life. Each one of us has his own role to o 19 .9an nrab Yo anx prix nenb Swr nnk oon Tebn nrnb

T e ey T maand oo 48) 91T rdn Swoyen e mawb Oy iy At T )
play in the achievement of this noble goal. - : ' 1 A0 7 v b '(_“Pm

. I s % mannon m Yy - ubw omannn ovenn by - wnyy Yy oawin umxws ~
nIing Y nY1in _ WHAT IS A Y712 We translate it literally ~~ MXn_omp umxw”,mn: pnon oy n"&‘:sn;: RY UMKW rmawnn an
g e O et el - Mon o e o
Nor Our Lot Like That as, “lot,” but its implication here is by~ T7PA 1213 1BOWNY DMWY IR 3 WAYYY WMUAM TRIW 9 K pma
g : L T 4 W G N mowb oomy L nmdSwb uyan X9 VW Dwn BRO DA Loobn awn
OfthIK DiiHtides Gatg) =k ST ENCOoWS man Wi unine oW TRWAT Non 1Y ww mymnin
personal energies, possibilities, potential,

and the means necessary for the fulfiliment of his part of avodgs MM 3y 1% DMPY - DWW MKW nyan sabK Y1 momaw wn oxn &
() ST\ T 121 : owynn 53% 7w PK 700 anrd omRww mwn oxm pRan obwn cnvy

ivi . The gemara (Niddah 16b) presents this : :
Hﬁf}%ﬂ:%?l‘ifl‘ﬁég-‘mﬁ%r e ar:gel ‘whf) ey theptask to take  [TAW ANTA MUPT K DWW MKW maw 1w 9 i dowww oo

in the following way: a

: - W U0 109hA IXNY WBKW i Y ey - meny) nvib Ty mbwb
care of pregnancy...takes the drop [from which the baby willbe  nywy 3w Dw mownnm 5ax - b mwwb pomy Tam SN opn

inmaw_nrnb

formed] and presents it before HaKadosh Baruch Hu, asking Him: 0, o0 ney o0 o v mawmn bs ;myn Y3 ,mmn Sw mbm b

‘O Master of the world, this drop, what will be its fate? Willitbe  mugbity mxnb o s mmw mwym myn Dwwe 57wk JIMK YaK . San
a strong person or a weakling, a wise man or a fool, ?vealthy Or by mawnm 21n - (kv n M) TN ANYR DR AW pap™ oK -
Jpoor?”” In other words, the angel asks: “With what kind ofr_l;l’?;v} W D0 0MATY Mnwh oW NmK - Wwwy kY v b ub qonw

> e : ; nunb baon wx mobnw m b y
{ (tgols, potential) are You going to supply him?” The tools given| ™ 7N P T R ke
1 1

( tq an individual or to a nation are precisely those that fit the task

that the particular person or nation is supposed to fulfill. PAMYR Y DK MYY T NR e o oy mbannn K e s
{ o Yisrael's lot and task is to serve Hashem Yisbarach directly. /13w moin bon mawn mwy ximw navan 25K qoxa nowr Kow - m-n:v.wg
The nations of the world have an entirely different task — as D73 19 PR BYYIw war KX - DYy aaanmd moy: !

instruments of Klal Yisrael, to assist them in fulfillil;g their mis- R I e
i i i i to wor-
sion — to help Yisrael and to make it possible for them SR i ) %
i ; T LW ohyoy o : T
ship HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Thus, our 9713, or the tools given by ) ] i 1 DM NPTV NS IR

“PW YT W - ww by o AR ba - (o mm YY nmawhnm mam
. - w
Hashem to each Jew, must also be different from those given to 000 g on Mwpw NN 7 M Y33 b yom e enuupe

each of the many gentiles. AUMW pwn HaN - 9BnwRb UMK Ty YRS TRt Kbuva - ubw
ML NMINY

P

3\:‘ Rosh Hashana 5775 | fad

In an awe-inspiring voice, Rabbi Shneiur Zalman explained t DWW 1P Wpa KU1 00w mawan mbma XS - fwnn ow 1w X o
him that HKB"H was not asking about Adam's physical location; 13 - OUT NI A DRYeY NMRG 7T 53 1 Gan e by
after all, nothing is concealed from the Almighty. In d, He MK M RN YT 35 U NYA NMRwImw vaa Larna 1Y ey

i i inquiring: “now”. .
aimed at arousmgAd.a\m to perform te_s_!x_u_\f_ai}}mby}r}q.mljm_g AN B TS —— i
\In other words, consider your current status and. circumstances. DT DX WY by mwbys W XY ok e AN
Just yesterday, you were at the pinnacle of existence. In the

In the *RTI2 3°K1 DORIA 10 0T 1may uhw mawan nwrtp nvy bax mawpa 1S

“words of the Gemara (Sanhedrin 59b): %1 11y 123 307 J1wRa7 BN i rara’ b W BNR - rmya ownb Swexe nnmm meT Yon e T
“p 1y pa30m1 9w 19 PYIE nawn eRbn vm—Adam HaRishon would
recline in Gan Eden, and the ministering angels roasted meat
for him and poured him wine. Now that you have transgressed
the command of your Creator, you have fallen from the highest
pinnacle to the deepest pit; you have beeg“ igq;enged to rd?atl‘l “ ).<
ar;d you have lost all of your exceptional qualities tus. - T : AD m
MR - DINR My Y mww R amn oemb obbhnn umxw nnk

MH¥Y DK DOMN WK OXY KON whyyh wap X 2w wanb monr sk

.
2npa ey

- DWW X7 WKW T Yy wriva wnnwms 1 qun oy wpoy amn

3 TUMUY DTIRG DTINhT DI by e o uyny unK

hen he added that HKB"H poses this very same question that

he asked Adam HaRishon to every human being: “n>"x". Consider XD DX 1MW 933 T o I8 N MINER A9'BNR U5 DR MYYBNA NY mawe
yqQu present circumstances; have you fulfilled the tasks HKB"H TIRTY 723 WK LLKNOoRT 93 nx obwr XY 99 pa LK mmnm e
assigned to you? The interrogator was so impressed with the XY s woh DMy UMK - MY 935 1 ) I8 KRBT DK MDIK K9
explanation that he persuaded the authorities to release the wwy - 5931 numonn KY ox X - Shonmb ormy umsw ralhi=H
esteemed scholar; he argued that it was not feasible that such a M7 731 (161 my w1 wrNn 3n30) 97¥T 90T 390 AR 75 EeK 9w movE

1d participate in subversive activities 3N K5 DR P2 MK NN DR PR LAmanm K5W S Tmnma pa o e
e e p__“-_- —= N mmA avn Swosnvee - loarbn v fn Sw P Y mbm b - mx

addionally, the painful plea of HKB"H veiled withifn the - RN MW WK T Xiw i Sown Lup Xinw awin pixnw Inr 53 :
ds of the shofar--“meK—contains another meaningful PO DMWY YDA YRNnY 19 mpY Kenn vy Sy mwh nmob b s

e i Shela hakadosh explains, it implies: See how a1 oy obbhnm T YR bW MR W DK OTPEOR WTT DK 9aK
message. 43 the S d you Jure and untainted like the DNWY waxyb WMUATY 0MATH 5y nnD 09D DONR W TR
far you have fallen! 1 createc you.p und. Now, you OXIW Wbl N5y T5n WKW OTKA [MOAT 9w DRawn owh 90 lone
s imple, pure, unadulterated sound. Now, you et BT S S0h, Th TR
tekiah"—a simple, pure, - o by e *1h_N1mb awbR ma XD nbyn LKW et h m mny b eRn n
have sinned and blemished your souls, as representec by = i el ol

endsvia teshuvah, represented
ur sincere regret with audible,

«ghevarim.” [urge you to make am
| N
by the “teruah”’—demonstrate yo :
hi‘artfelt whimpers. This mechanism will return us to the state
‘&symbolized by the “tekiah”—pure and blemish-free.
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And We Bend Our Knees and
Prostrate Ourselves and Avow
Before the King of All Kings

ON ROSH HASHANAH and Yom
Kippur, during the prayer lead-
er’s repetition of the Musaf ser-
vice, we perform the act men-
tioned here, as follows. When
we utter the word D'y1i, we
actually kneel before our Creator, and when we say nnnym,

we prostrate our entire body flat on the ground, with our faces

downwards.% gzjii; — We avow that Hashem is the only real

49. Editor’s note: The spreading of a separation on the ground, such as a
towel or a piece of paper, is required by halachah (i "yo X"5p "b n"IX y"w).
Throughout the year when we say the above words, we are really referring to

2 upon our Creator, our total submission,

ourselves (m5vani) béforg Him.

and the > annulment of

source of everything. Thus we express our absolute dependence
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Lf@ ‘ '36 Nefesh Shimshon—Shabbosrl(»odéslri -
Alef Dalet The Oneness of Hashem means that He is the
Nun Yud only thing that exists, and “there is nothing be-

—h‘ sides Him” —ein od milvado, There are actually
three, progressively deeper understandings of “ein od milvado.”
~JThe simple understanding is that there is a world, and
Hash‘éfh”is the One Who runs it. Let’s explain what this means.
Take a person who's highly talented and motivated, has ample
means at his disposal, and works hard day and night (and he
even knows how to lie and cheat a little when necessary). What
will be with him? According to the way of the world, this fel-
low stands a good chance of becoming wealthy and successful.
Now take a person without brains, backing, or determina_tiogd
to succeed. Where will he end up? Doing menial jobs here and
there. :

This is the re—ality of the world known as olam ha-sheker — the
world of untruth, the world of darkness. In truth, the “way of
= the world” is nothing but an illusion. Why? Because the world _
has a Master. Only He makes the decisions, and only He pro-
vides a person with health, livelihood, etc. These things come
from Hashem, not from the “way of the world.” Every normal

Persoﬁ understands that he won't get anywhere by trying to
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outsmart the Adon HaKol, and the true key to success is doing
His His will.

D&\ - This is the simple understanding of “ein od milvado.” The
Divine Name that expresses this understandmg i8 *-3-7-8 1710,
4 In other words, Hashem (Whose N, lame is 71-1-7-’) is the NN over
all . He is the Master of the v

Eloklm nghe second, deeper understanding of “ein od milvado”
is as follows:

The world we see with our eyes owes its very existence to
the fact that Hashem pumps life into it at every moment. For it
is written, “And You give life to all.”s

This may be compared to a person who cannot breathe on
his own and is hooked up to artificial respiration. The machine
‘constantly pumps life into his body. So it is with the world. At
every moment, Hashem sustains it and enables it to continue

to_exist. Without Hashem’s life-giving f fotce, the world _would
instantly revert to nothingness.

According to this understanding as well, there is such a
 thing as the world. But the true nature of the world’s ex1stence\
< is that Hashem is constantly giving it life. Its 5 very existence de-

pends on His continual input.

The Divine Name that expresses this understandmg is -1~

02-71->-N. In other words, Hashem is the “mman 593 nor opa

(~J82>—Omnipotent and All-Powerful.” The word Do- -2-N de-
notes strength. Thus this Divine Name expresses the idea that
Hashem has all the power and strength, as He is the cpnstant
Source of all the forces that exist. All strength ngth emanates from
Him.

2 i e Se e e

The third and deepest understanding of “ein

od milvado” is that the world does not really
rexist at all. Rather, Hashem’s Oneness fills

v

Hashem 1s the
World’s True
Reality

and encompasses all of Creation. The exis- -

tence of the world is not an independent reality — it is nothmg
more than an expression of the Divine will. Therefore, there
is no existence or reality other than Hashem. This is the true
meaning of “ein od milvado.” But this concept is very deep and
o the sefer Nefesh HaChayim states that we cannot properly under-
stand this idea and are not allowed to speak about it at 1t length.4
Since this level of understanding is so difficult to attain,
the Divine Name that expresses it is 7--7-N 7-1-7-". The word
~ 17N is in future tense. Thus thlS Divine Name means, “I will
reveal Myself in the future.” Someday we'll understand it all.
When Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu to go down to Egypt
and bring the Jews out of slavery, Moshe asked which Divine
Name he should use when informing them of the coming re-
demption. Hashem answered him, “So should you say to the
Israelites: “i--11-N sent me to you.””15 ,
Hashem was saying to them: Right now you can’t under-
stand the meaning of My Name. But someday you'll merit that
understanding.

-
Shabbos s Shabbos Kodesh teaches us these three ideas:
2 Moment of 1. Hashem is the Master of the world. That's
Dight » why we don’t work on Shabbos. He provides

us with what we need, and only He decides

how much we'll receive, so we won 't gain anything by work-
ing harder than we need to.

H3b

2. It is written, “On the seventh day, © 0--1-5-N \ finished all the
work that He did." This teaches that Hashem is D-*-i% |~"-N
¢ the Source of everything that exists. He created the world
and continues to sustain it every moment.
3. It is written, “And He ceased on the seventh day from all the
work that He did.”"” On this day, Hashem brings the existence
 of the world to a halt. Not only is He the Master of the world }
and the One Who sustains it, but on this day, everything else
ceases to be. There is ng reality other than Hashem. This is
the literal meaning of “there is nothing besides Him.

_six Dlvme

they

If we add up the gematrios of these
Names — f--1-8 -1 DO-1-9-8 TR TR Anie—

wgtotal exactly 250, which is the gematria of %, “candle.””® For

when we light Shabbos candles, the truth that’s in front of us
all week long is suddenly revealed. “The lights go on.” " Tt was 4
there all along; we just didn’t see it. Hashem is the Master over
all, He sustains it all, and “there is nothing besides Him.”
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darkness, caught up in an illusory existence and chasing after
things that seem good and beneficial. At the advent of this
Day of [udoment when yment, when every Jew stops to contemplate his
hfestyle and becomes introspective — he begins to see things
'dlffetently and to question. Has he not overlooked the central
purpose of life — to work towards the acquisition of Olom
HaBo rather than pursuing the fleeting attractions of Olom

~-HaZeh? Is it not time to concentrate more on studying Torah
. and practicing kindness to others? Rosh HaShonah is N )

— when one sees things in their true light and the deceptive J

ghmour of this world fades away.
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